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Springtime at Gardner Lake  
 
Is it possible that we are actually free of this cold, dark winter?  One can only 
hope.  As the bright greens start to tint our palette, let us be very mindful of 
the watery blessing in our back yard.   
 
Last year we lost the battle with the invasive algae, mosses and seaweeds.  We 
are already seeing indications that this year could be a repeat performance.  
With our vacant areas being rapidly developed and sod replacing rocks, native 
grasses and trees, it is particularly important to be careful with the application 
of lawn fertilizers.  These botanical stimulators certainly end up in the lake 
and have the same, yet undesirable effect on waterweeds.  Naturalizing your 
landscaping is beneficial to the environment and wildlife, and can be 
downright elegant and certainly more interesting.   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Gardner Lake Association 
Virtual Spring Meeting this Saturday! 

 

 

 

You can also dial in and listen by phone.  Call 312-626-6799.  The meeting I.D. is 891-4475-6438.   

This is also posted on our website, www.gardnerlake.info where this link is live. 

There will be quite a bit of information coming at this meeting.  We want to see the new faces 
and take in your feedback.  We will be looking for volunteers for the upcoming event 
committees and hopefully recruiting new board members.  We will discuss the hot topics of the 
day including the spillway and dredging issues.  Together, we can make a difference.   And 
hopefully, this will be our last virtual meeting.  We miss your smiling faces!  

 

 



 

Three Big Upcoming Events for 2021 
 

The ever-popular 4th of July Boat Parade is now in its 18th year at Gardner Lake.  
Last year's parade theme brought recognition to First Responders and Health Care Workers.  
This year's theme will be announced at our meeting this Saturday, so be sure to stay tuned.   
 

Back by popular demand, Rock the Docks will again bring live music to the waters.  
This hugely-successful event debuted last year thanks to the tireless efforts of Suzie Townley.  
September 4th, the Saturday before Labor Day, an eclectic variety of sounds will emanate from 
our dock sites for your cruising pleasure.   
 

"Paddler's, start your Kayak's!"  The Kayak Run will again bring laughter, color and 
commotion to the waters at Gardner Lake on Labor Day morning.  Lineup is 9:45 at the dam.  
GLA board members are monitoring the health situation and will determine the scope of 
events on the shoreline.   
 
Saturday, October 9th is an important date for your calendars.  That morning starts with the 
annual fall GLA meeting.  That evening brings the best out of our crockpots when we line up 

for the big Chili Cook-Off at the park below the dam.  Start perfecting your recipe's 
now!  
 

What is the Gardner Lake Association? 
 
Since the completion of the construction of the lake in 1939, there has always been an association of lake 
volunteers with a passion for our landmark.  We all share the same concerns for the preservation and well-being 
of our watery jewel and the surrounding property.  Although we are limited to advocating, we are very passionate 
regarding the subject.  Among our duties, we serve as a liaison to the City of Gardner and to Johnson County, 
and a sounding board for suggestions.  We also provide a channel of communications amongst our members in 
addition to being responsible for organizing events that bring residents together for fun and fellowship.   
 
Annual dues are only $20.00.  If you have not already joined, we will take this opportunity to invite you.  For 
information on how to join, please contact our treasurer Leslie Hind at leslie.hind@gmail.com.   We would 
especially enjoy knowing if you would be willing to serve on a board position.  We currently have several 
vacancies at this time, and a lot of work to do.  
 
Also, don't hesitate to access our website for postings, progress reports meeting minutes at 
www.gardnerlake.info.   You can always call our hotline at 913-938-6867.  If you need to leave a message, we will 
get back to you.    

Thank you from your board of directors: 
 

Chuck Lawrence, President Pro Tem 
Melinda Broward, Secretary 

Leslie Hind, Treasurer 
Amy Heaven, Lake Events Director 
Sandy Adams, Marketing Director 

Blake Larson, IT Director 
Butch Gilliam, At Large 
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Eighty Years Ago at Gardner Lake: 
April 19th of this year will mark the 80th anniversary of the summer opening 

of The Gardner Resort Clubhouse on Lake Road 5.   

 
 

Gardner Lake Resort Clubhouse 

Eventually, with the closing of Transient Camp 9, the city decided to 
repurpose the large central mess and rec hall on Lake Road 5. In mid-June of 
1940, appears the first reference to the Gardner Lake Resort clubhouse, as it 
was deemed, in the local paper with the gathering of the L.G.L. club there on 
a Thursday night for a dance.  The manager at that time was Wayne Newall.   
 
Taking advantage of the large mess hall for parties and dances was obvious.  
But Newall added a roller rink to the venue which opened on October 18, 
1941 to the delight of area children.  Two months later, The Gardner Gazette 
reports that he subleased the operation to a Mrs. Cook.   
 
As a popular venue for club meetings and parties, the American Legion made 
the building their home as well.  The Gardner Gazette mentioned in their 
September 2, 1942 edition that “Over three hundred sailor lads and their girl 
friends were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Brown at the Lake Resort Club House 
Saturday at a dancing party”.  
 
In 1947, The Gardner News advertised that a dining room was now open at 
the resort.  The menu featured fried chicken, baked sugar-cured ham and 
sandwiches.  On Saturday evenings, they featured popular name bands with 
dancing.  
 
  
 

Just for fun, we like to 
publish a little story about the 
fascinating history of the 
lake.  If you have a story of 
your own, or an old photo, 
please share them at 
amyheaven42@gmail.com 
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Long-time residents, Ross Bryan and Harold Quaintance, both fondly 
remember a teen town in the back that served as a great meeting place for 
school mates.   
 
Hardwood maple floorboards covered the old pine and formed a perfect 
roller rink that became a popular attraction for Gardner kids.  Shirley Bruce 
VanArnsdale recalls the skaters stomping the floor to the beat of the music.  
 
However, in the evenings the place transformed from a roller rink to a juke 
joint adored by the young adults including Irene Eastland Peer who fondly 
remembers dancing there.  Long-time Gardner resident, Mary Pritchard, 
recalls dancing there as well.  “They played two-step country music and it 
was always packed.” She commented.  As a popular venue for special events, 
she held her wedding pre-party there in 1961.   
 
Sadly, on May 8, 1962, the building was destroyed by fire.  Today, all that 
remains besides memories is the original footprint of the structure visible  
among the dormant grass of winter.  They can be seen on the south end of 
the circle drive at the West 157th street entrance to Lake Road 5.       
 

 

 

The Gardner Lake Newsletter 

The newsletter is published  by the Gardner Lake Association for the 

benefit of the citizens of Gardner Lake.   

 

 

 

The Gardner Lake Newsletter 

This newsletter is published by the Gardner Lake Association as a service to the residents of Gardner Lake.  
Contributing articles are always welcomed and appreciated.  Please send your corrections, thoughts, ideas, praise 
and concerns to amyheaven42@gmail.com. 

                                                                                                   -   Thank you!  


