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Purpose of Study

The Secret Service has found that three-quarters of the gun violence 
attacks in schools have not been planned in silence (Vossekuil, et. al, 
2002).

Policies implemented to prevent gun violence in schools, such as zero 
tolerance policies and profiling, have not been effective. Instead bottom-up 
solutions from the population that the policies affect the most, the 
students, is worth consideration since students are typically the first to 
know when an attack of violence is being planned.



Research Questions / 
Hypotheses
● What policies have been implemented to keep students safe in school?

● Have these policies been effective?

● What ideas do students have about school safety?



Methods /
Procedures
● Literature Review of gun violence prevention strategies and 

policies through Education Resources Information Center 
(ERIC).

● Interviews (including an interview with Cameron Kasky, one of 
the founders for March for Our Lives).

● Research: student solutions.



Findings: Policies of the Past
Policy 1 Policy 2

• Zero Tolerance Policies:
- automatic expulsion of students who 

brought to school a gun (any weapon, 
drugs, smoking, fighting, tardiness)

           (Winter, 2016).

• Result
- disproportionately affects students of 

color (Wilson et al., 2020).
- perpetuates the school to prison pipeline 

(Heitzeg, 2009, p. 2).

• Profiling:
- checklist of indicators to identify 

potentially violent students: social 
withdrawal, excessive feelings of 
isolation and low interest in school 
(Dwyer et al., 1998, pp. 8-9).

• Result
- false positive identification of students 

who are not violent (Cornell, 2003, p. 
708).



Findings: Student Voice

• Cameron Kasky 
(one of the founders of 
March for Our Lives): 

-“Over policing schools is 
not going to stop the 
violence. It sets up a 
situation where violence is 
the expectation” (personal 
communication, May 11, 
2020). 

-Kasky’s suggestion: mental 
health services.

Jesus Lares 
(7th grade student Vision 
Quilt Panel):

“My community isn’t safe. It 
is my hope that my Vision 
Quilt panel can catch the 
attention of someone who 
has shot or killed someone. I 
hope this panel can spread 
awareness to those people, 
and hopefully, stop gun 
violence” (C. DeForest, 
personal communication, 
March 18, 2021).

Vision Quilt Panel by Jesus Lares
(VisionQuilt, 2020). 



Findings: Student Voice
William Patin (Bulldog Patrol, 
Flagler Palm Coast High 
School, Florida):
“Violence is not conducive to a 
learning environment, therefore 
safety is of utmost concern on our 
school’s campus because at the end 
of the day, we are students and just 
want to come to
school to learn.” (The Florida 
Channel, 2019, 53:36)

- Patin: started a safety club with 
like-minded peers that addressed 
student concerns. 

Elizabeth Navarro 
(7th grade student, Vision 
Quilt Panel):
“… a lot of people are silent 
when it comes to gun violence 
or people are paid to be silent… 
people out there don’t say 
anything or speak up about gun 
violence and that causes gun 
violence… I put the zipper 
because it shows that people 
don’t talk about gun violence 
and stay silent. Something that 
I want to change about gun 
violence is letting people know 
that they need to speak out (C. 
DeForest, personal 
communication, March 18, 
2021).Vision Quilt Panel by Elizabeth Navarro

(VisionQuilt, 2020). 



Implication of findings
Trauma-informed schools promote the following five core values: 

(1) Safety (2) Trustworthiness (3) Choice (4) Collaboration (5) Empowerment
 (Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, n.d.)

• Students are not responsible for fixing a system that needs repair. 
However, students need to be empowered to collaborate about their safety.

• By allowing students to have input in the safety policies that affect them the 
most, trauma-informed values are put into practice.

• Student solutions could look different from school to school depending on 
the culture and needs of the student population.



Recommendations
• Further qualitative research (interviews) and quantitative 
research (surveys) needs to be conducted to identify student input 
on safety policies and procedures from diverse populations.

•  Curriculum in schools can be implemented where students learn 
about gun violence through trauma-informed, student-centered, 
and interdisciplinary methods. Click here for: Link to curriculum 
toolkit facilitated by Vision Quilt. (Lighthouse Community Public 
Schools, n.d.). 

https://lcps.exposure.co/addressing-gun-violence-toolkit?source=share-lcps
https://www.visionquilt.org
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Questions


