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What is Read the Label?

 Provides a non-conventional way to 

teach and assess students in all content 

areas, especially English language arts.

 Helps students see real-world applications 

for reading, realizing that reading extends 

beyond the classroom.

 Gives students opportunities to write high-

level texts, such as instruction manuals.



Get Them Engaged!

“I like reading package labels better [than 

books] because we can learn about foods 

and we can save lives by reading the 

labels.”

-6th Grade Student



How it Works

 Using travel brochures, instruction 

manuals, package labels, maps, 

cookbooks, and other printed material, 

students increase their reading fluency 

and comprehension.

 Plus, it makes learning FUN!!! 

HOW CAN I GET SAMPLES?

E-mail educational organizations, attractions, and other 

entities stating your purpose (for classroom use).  The 

majority of them will send a classroom set to you at no cost.



Is it Effective?

 Through quizzes, tests, and free-response 

items, students are accountable for 

reading the material.

 Students have the opportunity to practice 

finding details within a wide array of texts.

 These activities can be used for 

differentiated instruction.



What are the Benefits?
 Fluency

 Vocabulary

 Comprehension

 Finding Details

 Reasoning

 Interdisciplinary Applications

 Real-World Applications
 Allergies
 Other Health Risks
 Job Skills
 Reading a Map
 Following a Recipe
 Understanding Instruction Manuals
 And More!



The Real World

The Source The Applications

Package Label Nutrition Facts

UPC Code

Allergy Warnings

Ingredients

Expiration Dates



Dangers of Food Allergies



The Real World
The Source The Applications

Travel Brochure Dates/Times

Services Offered

Maps/Diagrams

Directions

Sponsorship

Public Transportation

Culture



The Real World

The Source The Applications

Catalog Quantities

Item Numbers

Shipping & Handling

Pricing

Descriptive Writing



Student Feedback

 “I like this better than a test because it 

causes us to think more than when we 

memorize answers for a test.”

– 12th grade student



Differentiated Instruction

Varied Questions & Labels



Interactive Review Games

 Kahoot

 Quizziz

 Jeopardy

 Quizlet Live

 Nearpod



Student Feedback

 “Brochure tests are easy and challenging.  

I learn more on them than a regular test.  I 

love them and they are cool.”

– 12th grade student



Experience Read the Label
 Look at the picture below and answer this 

question: How many calories are in one 

single serving size?



Did You Score Well?

The correct answer is 130!



Let’s Try One More!

 Look at the picture below and answer this 

question: What is the second ingredient 

listed in this product?  



Did You Score Well?

The correct answer is water!



Comparison and Contrast

Which snack has less sodium?



Comparison and Contrast

Which snack has less sodium?



Reading for Details

What is the juice content?



Reading for Details

What is the juice content?



Navigating Maps

 Look at the Bucharest, Romania subway map:



Which train would you take to get to 

the Henri Coandă International 

Airport in Otopeni?



Did You Score Well?

The correct answer is M6, the pink line!



Applying for Jobs

Look at the job application.



What does the word felony

mean?



“In US law, a felony is typically defined as a 

crime punishable by a term of imprisonment 

of not less than one year or by the death 

penalty.”

Merriam-Webster. (n.d.). Felony. In Merriam-Webster.com dictionary. Retrieved 
March 15, 2021, from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/felony



What is the difference between 

a server and a cook?



A server primarily takes orders 

from customers and delivers the 

food and beverages to them.

A cook is the one responsible for 

preparing all of the food.



Reading Instruction Manuals



Writing Instruction Manuals



Student Feedback

 “The brochure tests make you think 
more.”

– 11th grade student

 “I like the brochure tests.  They are very 
interesting.  I hope we can keep doing 
them.”

– 11th grade student



Why Read the Label?

 Teach real-world applications of reading.

 Engage students so they want to read.

 Strengthen the reading skills of all students.

 Show students that reading is not just for 

school, but it could even save a life.



How Would You Read the Label?

 Now that you know more about real-world 

applications for reading, share your ideas of 

how this approach could be expanded.

 How would you use this in your classroom?
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Questions? Suggestions?


