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During the recent Oregon 
legislative session, elected officials had opportunities 
to improve both our election campaign finance system 
and our vote-by-mail protocols. They struck out on 
both issues.

Campaign finance reform was the headliner issue, 
and Democrats were focused on getting “big money” 
out of politics. That idea went nowhere. The reason 
is obvious: Democrats rely heavily on funding from 
public employee unions, so it would be suicidal to 
regulate those contributions.

I’ve never been a fan of campaign limits anyway, because 
I view spending as a form of free speech. However, 
large donations could be diluted if the legislature made 
it easier for the average voter to contribute. This could 
be done by increasing the cap on the Oregon political 
tax credit. Right now, individuals can get a $50 income 
tax credit and married couples $100 for campaign 
contributions. If those limits were raised to $150/$300, 
middle-class voters would become more influential in 
campaigns.
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Strengthening Oregon’s Voter System

With regard to voting reforms, the legislature did 
take action, but it was inconsequential. Democrats 
made life easier for procrastinators by eliminating 
the requirement that completed ballots be received at 
county election offices by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day. 
Under the new law, ballots only need to be postmarked 
by Election Day, and must be received within the 
following week. The only likely result of this change 
will be a time lag in determining who won.

The issue they should have addressed is voter privacy. 
Currently, campaign workers can monitor your voting 
in real time. This means that if you tend to vote at 
the last minute, you unknowingly invite campaigners 
to send you more flyers and hit you with annoying 
robo-calls. They may also offer to personally deliver 
your ballot to the election office—a practice known 
as “ballot harvesting.”  This creates opportunities for 
improper influence, or outright fraud.

Your voting status should be a private affair. The 
legislature can ensure this by changing the law in 
2022.
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John A. Charles, Jr. is President and CEO of Cascade Policy Institute. 
He can be contacted at john@cascadepolicy.org.
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The Free Market Matters
Decades ago, I met a business coach, Larry Dennis. He introduced me to several principles that helped one achieve 
one’s goals. Most of the principles were already known to me, but his effort focused on putting them into action. His 
mentorship and guidance helped me stay focused and enthusiastic about improving everything that I was doing.
 
When Larry introduced me to Cascade Policy Institute, I immediately became intrigued. Finally, I heard a message 
that was speaking to me. Cascade Policy Institute didn’t know me personally, but they did know the struggles that 
small entrepreneurs face when trying to get off the ground. They knew that entrepreneurs were motivated and 
independent people who would not allow blocks in the road to stop their journey. Fortunately, Cascade also knew 
that ineffective government is the biggest obstacle for the poor and the middle-class to improve their lives in the 
state of Oregon.
 
At age 20, I started a lawn mowing business with less than $1,000 and a pick-up truck. The clients loved the work 
I was doing and helped me to expand the business.  However, as I tried to expand into installing grass, planting 
bushes, and installing sprinklers, the government said, “NO.” When I contacted the government in Salem, they told 
me that I needed to pass seven exams to prove that I knew how to plant a bush and lay sod on the ground. Having 
been raised in a village in Mexico, I was naïve about many things, but because we planted corn and other vegetables 
in the ground, digging a hole and placing a plant with the roots in the ground was natural for me. “Passing the test 
should not be a problem,” I thought.
 
To my surprise, when I attempted to take the exams, I was told that I needed a minimum of two years of college or 
an affidavit from my former employer attesting that I knew how to do the work. I didn’t have two years of college, 
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and my former employer was not happy that I had left his business to start my 
own.

To most reasonable people and to an organization like Cascade Policy Institute, 
these requirements make no sense. Start a conversation with the people doing 
your landscape. Do you think college-educated people are the ones performing 
landscape services? What about the other option of providing an affidavit? Does 
it make sense to require that your ex-boss write you a letter of recommendation 
so you can compete with him or her? Do you think an ex-boss wants more 
competition?
 
Our country’s government—and closer to home, our state and local officials—
take orders from the people that keep them in power: special interest groups 
and activists only. The rest of us are left to fend for ourselves and work hard to 
keep up with the government’s demands for more taxes and fees. 
 
The idea of “giving” brings greater satisfaction than receiving, but giving 
financial support or one’s time has to be done with care. After all, we have 
limited supplies of both. The culture of philanthropy and voluntarism is made 
in America. My birthplace, Mexico, does NOT have this culture. I have also 
visited countries in Europe, Africa, and Asia. Those citizens don’t volunteer or 
donate their wealth like we do in America, either. Just about everything that 
America has created has been exported around the world. I hope philanthropy 
and volunteerism take over the rest of the world, just like the automobile or 
airplane did.
 
Cascade knows that an overbearing government that keeps growing and takes 
more and more of our hard-earned dollars is bad for a prosperous society. This is the reason why I decided not 
just to contribute financially, but also to join Cascade’s Board of Directors to promote personal responsibility, free 
market ideals, and a government that is restrained from running people’s lives. Cascade Policy Institute is worth 
your financial and time investment. They are on the people’s side.

Manuel Castañeda is the founder and 
owner of PLI Systems, an Oregon-based 
soil and foundation stabilization company. 

Mr. Castañeda joined Cascade Policy 
Institute as a Board Member in 2016.

Join Cascade Policy Institute on September 15th, 2021 for an online discussion with 
Wall Street Journal columnist Jason L. Riley on his newly published biography of one 
of America’s most influential conservative thinkers: MAVERICK: A Biography of 
Thomas Sowell.

In this first-ever biography of Sowell, Wall Street Journal columnist Jason L. Riley 
gives this iconic thinker his due. MAVERICK: A Biography of Thomas Sowell 
(on-sale May 25, 2021) not only showcases Sowell’s most significant writings but 
also vividly traces the life events that shaped his ideas and resulted in a black 
orphan from the Jim Crow South going on to graduate from Harvard, earn a 
Ph.D. under Milton Friedman at the University of Chicago, teach economics at 
Cornell and UCLA, and spend the past four decades as one of America’s foremost 
public intellectuals.

For event details, visit cascadepolicy.org.
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My name is Micah Perry, and I am Cascade Policy Institute’s 
newest member! I will be working as a Program Assistant 
for External Affairs, and I look forward to meeting you—the 
generous individuals who make Cascade’s work possible.

Ever since I was a kid, I have loved liberty. My earliest memories 
of advocating for freedom include Tea Party rallies at the state 
capitol and patiently playing with toys while my mom worked a 
phone bank on election day! While I no longer consider pushing 
around Hot Wheels a heroic act for freedom, my passion for 
the principles of individual liberty, personal responsibility, and 
economic opportunity continues to this day. 

This past May, I graduated Summa Cum Laude from Hillsdale 
College with degrees in Economics and German. Studying 
economics at Hillsdale helped me rediscover and appreciate 
the power of free markets and limited government. As a result 
of my education, I have come to firmly believe that getting the 
government out of the way and allowing individuals to pursue 
their own paths leads to the best outcomes across all of society. 

During my studies, I was also introduced to the State Policy 
Network and the Koch Internship Program by my professors, 
and in the summer of 2019, I joined Cascade as an intern. As 

a research associate, I co-authored the extensive report “Hidden Lands, Unknown Plans: A Quarter Century of 
Metro’s Natural Areas Program,” which exposed massive tax-dollar waste and mission creep by Metro over the 
past 25 years. In doing research for the project, my fellow interns and I drove all across the Portland metro area, 
often finding that land that had been purchased by the natural areas program for tens of millions of dollars now sat 
vacant and neglected. I also wrote various articles on transportation policy, tax increases, and the housing crisis, 
and I was published in outlets such as the Portland Tribune, the Oregon Catalyst, and the Rental Housing Journal. 
I even got to do a radio interview with Jayne Carroll. While I came into the internship expecting to refill someone’s 
coffee and take John’s car to the carwash, I was pleasantly surprised to find that my work was meaningful and 
valued. My internship experience at Cascade was truly formative, and I enjoyed it so much that I decided to come 
back on staff full-time!

Moving forward, I am excited to help Cascade Policy Institute make as positive of an impact as possible on our 
state. While Oregon faces many challenges at the present moment, perhaps none is greater than the pervasive 
belief that government is the answer for everything. Many of our neighbors can only look to Salem for answers 
when something goes awry, only to receive more problems in return. At Cascade, I, along with the rest of the staff, 
am committed to showing Oregonians that liberty works, and I look forward to partnering with you in this task.
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Introducing Cascade’s Newest Staff Member

Micah Perry joined Cascade Policy Institute 
as a Program Assistant for External Affairs in 
June 2021. He served as an intern in 2019, co-
authoring the report “Hidden Lands, Unknown 
Plans: A Quarter Century of Metro’s Natural 
Areas Program.”

When you become a donor, you become our partner.  Visit cascadepolicy.org/make-a-donation/ or call 503-242-0900.
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The protests and riots that began in 2020 have made racial justice the dominant policy concern for many elected 
officials. Today, we are told—without evidence—that systemic racism is everywhere and that this racism is to 
blame for nearly every problem in our country. 

This narrative comes from an academic concept known as “Critical Race Theory.” CRT is an offshoot of Marxist 
ideas of class conflict. To Marxists, the world is one of conflict between two classes: oppressed workers and 
oppressor capitalists. The conflict is resolved with the overthrow of both capitalists and the capitalist system itself.
CRT abandons the idea of class conflict, and turns it into racial conflict in which non-Hispanic whites (and Asians) 
are seen as the oppressors and BIPOCs (black and indigenous people of color) are the oppressed. To resolve the 
conflict, CRT goes beyond programs such as equal opportunity and affirmative action and has moved into the 
territory of score settling. Rather than attempting to improve the situation of those who are—or have been—
disadvantaged, social justice activists have enlisted the coercive power of the state to punish those whom they have 
deemed the oppressors and to compensate those who they deem to have been oppressed. One of the promoters of 
CRT says the theory “questions the very foundations of the liberal order, including equality theory, legal reasoning, 
Enlightenment rationalism, and neutral principles of constitutional law.” 

Policies rooted in CRT ideas have been hastily assembled with little empirical underpinning. For example, last 
July, the Oregon legislature used $62 million of federal funds to establish the “Oregon Cares Fund for Black Relief 
and Resiliency,” a pandemic relief package that is limited to black-owned businesses. The legislature outsourced 
administration of the fund to two black-centered nonprofits, The Contingent and the Black United Fund. This 
came as a shock to many non-black business owners, and the state was quickly sued on the grounds that race-based 
appropriations of tax funding were unconstitutional. While much of the case was quietly settled, portions of the 
litigation remain ongoing.

A scathing audit of the City of Portland’s pandemic “Small Business Relief Fund” found that the race of the business 
owner had an outsized influence on awards—with nearly 90% of grants going to people of color.

Color Blinded: The Systemic Racism in Progressive Policies
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In November, Portland voters approved a ballot measure requesting authorization for the school board to issue 
$1.2 billion in general obligation bonds to pay for school construction and renovation. Included in the laundry list 
of projects was $60 million for a new “Center for Black Student Excellence.” No one from the school board could 
explain what the Center would be, what it would do, or why the board was interested in academic excellence just 
for black students.

The Oregon Department of Education jumped on the bandwagon by advertising a “Pathway to Math Equity Micro-
Course,” designed for middle school teachers to make use of a toolkit for “dismantling racism in mathematics.” 
Part of the toolkit includes a list of ways “white supremacy culture” allegedly “infiltrates math classrooms.” Those 
include “the focus on getting the ‘right’ answer” and students being “required to ‘show their work’.” Elsewhere the 
toolkit states, “The concept of mathematics being purely objective is unequivocally false.” 

Oregon’s new social science curriculum expects 
third graders to identify “how systems of 
power, including white supremacy, institutional 
racism, racial hierarchy, and oppression affect 
the perspectives of different individuals and 
groups.”

This obsession with race is so extreme that Manhattan Institute scholar Christopher Rufo writes in the City Journal: 

“Portland has become the unlikely headquarters of race radicalism in the United States. The city has elevated white 
guilt into a civic religion; its citizens have developed rituals, devotions, and self-criticisms to fight ‘system racism’ 
and ‘white supremacy.’ The culminating expression of this orthodoxy is violence: street militias … smash windows 
and torch the property of anyone transgressing the new moral law.” 

Followers of CRT overlook or ignore the role Progressive Era and Great Society programs have played in fostering 
what they call “systemic racism.” The minimum wage, prevailing wages, and occupational licensing laws were 
initially designed to deny income opportunities to minorities. Over time, the script has been flipped and now the 
public has been trained to think that these same policies are essential to the government’s attempt to reverse past 
discrimination. 

Similarly, “red lining” and zoning laws historically excluded minorities from living in certain parts of town, yet 
government policies that assign students to public schools by street address systematically ensure poor kids go to 
poor schools and rich kids go to rich schools. The progressive left must face the fact that it’s their favorite hobby 
horses that create so much of the inequity they decry.

CRT promoters want race to factor into every policy, which will serve only to create the conflict they say is so 
evil. In contrast, Cascade Policy Institute’s mission is to promote individual liberty, economic opportunity, and 
personal responsibility for all people, regardless of race, gender, religion, or any other way in which they want to 
identify themselves. We’re on the right side of history on this one.

Eric Fruits, Ph.D. is the Vice President of Research at Cascade Policy Institute. 
He can be contacted at eric@cascadepolicy.org.

The progressive left must face the fact that it’s their 
favorite hobby horses that create so much of the inequity 

they decry.
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Meet Cascade’s Summer Research Associates

My name is Mia Tiwana, and I am an incoming junior, double-
majoring in Political Science and Theology at the University of Notre 
Dame (Go Irish!). While I am a nerd for both majors, the Political 
Science world is my playground. To give you a taste of my passion, 
Robert Putnam is my all-time favorite celebrity. My college friends 
often remark that I am much too excited about reading legal papers 
and detailed American Political Science Association studies.

For years, I appreciated the resilience Cascade exercised in the face 
of Oregon’s political landscape. I knew I wanted to come to Cascade 
when a friend described its nature as “research-oriented,” a rare 
quality in this day. I am delighted to be at Cascade, surrounded by 
talented individuals I learn from every day. 

Cascade’s staff is actively involved in the internship program, bringing 
their wealth of knowledge and practical skills to me. In addition to 

my position as Research Associate, I hope to understand careers in the policy world better. Mostly, I am eager to 
enhance my writing and critical thinking skills. I have already asked hundreds of questions during my first few 
weeks, and I plan to ask many more.

It is also a joy to live in Oregon this summer. This state fuels my love for the outdoors, and I hope to experience 
many hiking and biking adventures while out of the office!

My name is Stewart Robertson, and I am excited to have just begun 
my internship here at Cascade. I was born and raised in Oregon, 
and my family has resided here for over 100 years. Having been an 
Oregonian for so long, I have witnessed first-hand the importance 
of personal responsibility and economic opportunity with regard to 
the overall well-being of our region. 

I will be graduating from Portland State University this fall with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Public Affairs. This field piques my interest 
because of the contrast between Portland’s national reputation 
for livable “smart growth” planning, and the reality of restrictive 
regulations resulting in a sky-high cost of living. 

This summer I am looking forward to the many opportunities 
afforded to me, including sharpening my public speaking skills, 
looking deeper into the effects of a number of local policy issues, 

and being able to interact with our friends and donors!

Outside of researching policy issues, I am at my happiest while exploring one of Oregon’s many world-class natural 
areas, playing basketball at my local gym, or smoking a brisket on my family’s Traeger Grill.
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Rachel Dawson joined Cascade Policy Institute as a Policy Analyst in 2019. 
Her work encompasses a variety of topics, including electric utility regulation

and transportation policy.

A Reliable Grid Requires Reliable Resources

When it comes to the reliability of the electrical grid, ratepayers may find they’re better off relying on themselves. 

That’s the big takeaway from news that the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) recently asked Texas 
customers once again to conserve energy to prevent more devastating blackouts amidst high temperatures. This 
comes just months after Texas blackouts in February resulted in at least 151 deaths.

While a number of factors contributed to these blackouts, including high temperatures and unplanned plant 
maintenance, we cannot overlook the role that renewable resources play in damaging grid reliability.

Wind and solar power are intermittent, meaning they only produce power when the sun is shining and the wind 
is blowing. At all other times of the day, they are backed up by reliable resources like natural gas and hydropower. 
In fact, wind only has a capacity factor of around 35%. This means that a 100-megawatt wind farm can only be 
counted on to produce an average 35-megawatts of power. Solar’s capacity factor is even lower.

People typically arrive home from work and ramp up their electricity use in the evening at the exact same time 
renewable resources, like solar, reduce supply. Imagine thousands of people coming home and cranking up their 
air conditioning in sweltering heat all at the same time. You’re going to need a resource that can be ramped up at 
a moment’s notice to match this increase in demand for power. You certainly can’t call on the sun or wind to do 
that, even if you ask nicely.

Just like in Texas, Oregon is in danger of future blackouts. The Northwest Power and Conservation Council predicts 
the loss of load probability (LOLP) in 2023 will be 32% with a resource need of 1,600-megawatts of power. To put 
the resource need in perspective, PGE shut down the 550-megawatt Boardman Coal Plant in late 2020. Thus, the 
Northwest’s resource need is similar to three Boardman plants. 

The LOLP calculates the likelihood that utilities will have to take some kind of emergency action to prevent a 
blackout. This measurement predicts that power supply is not adequate if 5% or more modeled simulations show 
insufficient generating capacity at any time in a given year. Since it can take years to site plants, utilities need to act 
now to place reliable resources like natural gas on the grid. Many renewable energy proponents argue our region 
should invest in batteries in the short term. But this is a band-aid for a larger reliability problem. A four-hour 
battery won’t be able to save the grid from a 24-hour power outage.

Instead of focusing on greenhouse gas emissions, Oregon officials should concentrate on investing in reliable 
resources. It doesn’t matter how much wind and solar you have on the grid when the lights go out. Perhaps 
Oregonians are better off buying diesel generators now for when blackouts become a reality.

When you become a donor, you become our partner.  Visit cascadepolicy.org/make-a-donation/ or call 503-242-0900.


