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FROM THE PRESIDENT:
AN EXPEDITION TO OUR GOOSE CREEK CROSS SITE

On a recent sweltering July morning, I found myself “dressed 
for bear” in snake boots, brush pants and shirt, armed with 
a bush axe, sweating profusely as I gingerly picked my 
way through a tangled mass of trees and undergrowth as a 
participant on an expedition with the somewhat optimistic 
goal of locating the four granite posts marking the corners of 
the one acre plot housing our Goose Creek Cross site. 

The site is on land once owned by Abraham Fleury de la 
Plaine and was the site of the Huguenot Church of Goose Creek 
established prior to 1700. A 1785 plat shows the “remains of 
a French Church” and an undated sketch of the area shows 
Fleury’s plantation of 830 acres. The accompanying Deed of 
Conveyance states it was to be “a cemetery and burial place 
as by that Church heretofore established.” The one acre site 
was purchased from the Orphan’s Aid Society by H. A. M. 
Smith in 1909 for the Huguenot Society of South Carolina 
and a monument was erected a year later, the first of the six 
crosses HSSC erected on such sites.

The 1910 edition of Transactions announced the placement 
at Goose Creek of “a heavy granite cross of rustic finish 
upon a block with concave sides” with the inscription “site 
of the ancient and extinct French Church of Goose Creek, 
with its surrounding Burying Ground. Established about 
1694 by French Protestants.” The reverse of the memorial 
was inscribed “Erected A.D. 1910 by the Huguenot Society of 
South Carolina, on this God’s Acre, donated to the Society in 
trust 8th July 1909.” The monument was set in the center of 
the plot with granite posts to mark each of the four corners 
of the acre.

Led by our Executive Director, Renée Marshall and joined 
by Martha Zierden, Curator of Historical Archaeology from 
The Charleston Museum, our researcher Cheves Leland, and 
my fellow board member Hagood Morrison, we located the 
granite monument after about an hour’s search through the 
forest. We subsequently began our search for the granite posts, 
which after another hour resulted in three of the four posts 
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still eluding us.  We grudgingly came to the consensus that 
the skills of a professional surveyor, and cooler weather, 
were sorely needed and better suited for this endeavor.   

Prior to hiking back to our air conditioned vehicles and 
waiting bottles of ice water, I took a moment to return alone 
to the monument to pay reverence to and emotionally 
absorb the sacred nature of this Huguenot church site with 
its surrounding burial grounds.  I found myself moved by 
the memory of the deprivations and sacrifices endured by 
our Huguenot ancestors, who through “an independent 
spirit and determination” persevered, despite the constant 
threat of Indian attack, persecution, disease, and starvation, 
to establish a proud legacy of living and worshiping freely  
that we as Huguenot descendants should be inspired by 
and strive to uphold today. 

To learn more about the Society’s six cross sites in South 
Carolina, please come visit with Renée and Cheves at our 
newly renovated Huguenot Society of South Carolina 
headquarters located at 138 Logan Street in Charleston.  

Ford Prioleau Menefee



PETER FRENEAU OF NEW JERSEY AND CHARLESTON:
PRINTER, WRITER, & SECRETARY OF 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

While doing research, I came across a photograph of what looked like the frontispiece of 
a book with “Inscription on the Tombstone of Peter Freneau in the French Church Yard, 
Charleston, S.C.” written across the top. I checked every list of gravestone transcriptions 
that I could find, but there was no record of Peter Freneau’s stone. The stone had been lost 
and the only surviving record was the inscription in the book. This was especially poignant 
given the last three lines once carved on the tombstone. 

Whatever Omnipotence decides is right. 
Below this Marble are deposited 

The Remains 
of Peter Freneau, Esquire 
a native of New Jersey, 

But for more than thirty years past 
a citizen of South Carolina. 
He was the second son of 

Peter Freneau and Agnes Watson, 
born April 5th, 1757, 

Deceased Nov. 9th, A.D. 1813, 
aged 56 years 7 months and 4 days. 
His upright and benevolent character 

is in the memory of many, and will remain 
when this inscription is no longer legible. 

I discovered that the tombstone inscription was recorded in the Freneau family Bible. 
Printed in Geneva in 1588, the Bible was brought to New York in the early 1700s by Freneau’s 
Huguenot grandfather, André Fresneau. The family moved to New Jersey where the Bible 
passed to his son Pierre. Using the anglicized name Peter Freneau, the Bible records his 
marriage to Agnes Watson and the birth of five children, including Peter in 1757.1 

Little is known of Peter Freneau’s youth and education. He moved from his birth place 
in Monmouth County, New Jersey to South Carolina towards the end of the American 
Revolution. Establishing himself in Charleston, he was active in the shipping trade and made 
large land purchases throughout the state. He served as Deputy Secretary of State of South 
Carolina from 1784 to 1787, as Secretary of State until 1794, and represented St. Philip & St. 
Michael parishes in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth General Assemblies.2 Peter Freneau was 
the publisher of the Charleston City Gazette from approximately 1795 to 1810, printed under 
the masthead Nothing Extenuate – Nor Set Down Aught in Malice. He also had a contract 
printing business, publishing in both French and English, and translated works from Spanish, 
Portuguese and Italian. A contemporary wrote that “his French was unequaled…Napoleon 
pronounced [Freneau’s] translations of his bulletins to be the only correct ones.”3 



Illustration from Readex: America's Historical Newspapers. Web. 23 Aug 2016.  The Charleston Evening Gazette 14 Jan 1746, pg. 4. 
1 The Freneau Bible is in the Department of Rare Books and Special Collections of Princeton University Library.  Photographs of the Bible 
are in the Freneau vertical file at the Society. 
2 Biographical Directory of the SC. House of Representatives 4: 212-213.
3 Richard B. Davis & Milledge B. Seigler, “Peter Freneau, Carolina Republican,” The Journal of Southern History, vol.13, no.3 (Aug 1947): 
398. Quoting Ebenezer S. Thomas’ Reminiscences of the Last Sixty-Five Years.
4 Davis & Seigler: 397-398. 
5 Notes of a Conversation with George Washington, 23 May 1793, National Archives, Founders Online.
6 The Miscellaneous Works of Mr. Philip Freneau, Containing His Essays and Additional Poems (Philadelphia: Francis Bailey, 1788). Several 
versions including the 1788 edition are available on Google Books as well as The Poems of Philip Freneau written chiefly during the late 
War (Philadelphia: Francis Bailey, 1786).  
7 Miller’s Weekly Messenger, 27 Nov 1813. 
8 City Gazette and Commercial Daily Advertiser, 23 Nov 1813.

Starting in 1798, Peter Freneau also published the Carolina Gazette, a political newspaper 
promoting the ideals of Jeffersonian Republicanism. “Freneau was recognized as the voice of 
Republicanism in South Carolina...Because of his political affiliations with Charles Pinckney, 
and perhaps through the influence of his liberal brother Philip, Freneau early identified 
himself as a powerful partisan of the principles…advocated by Thomas Jefferson. In 1800 
Charles Pinckney…and Peter Freneau…were largely responsible for the Republican triumph 
over the Federalists in South Carolina.”4 

Peter’s older brother, Philip Freneau (1752-1832), was 
also an ardent supporter of Jefferson. From 1791 to 
1793, Philip Freneau published the National Gazette 
in Philadelphia to promote Jefferson’s Republican 
principles and in opposition to Hamiltonian Federalism. 
Thomas Jefferson later praised Philip Freneau for 
having “saved our Constitution which was galloping 
fast into monarchy.”5 While his name is not well-known 
today, Philip Freneau was one of the most popular 
American poets of the late eighteenth century. 
Frequently referred to as the “Poet of the Revolution,” 
Philip Freneau wrote on patriotic and political topics, 
as well as more romantic poems on history, nature 
and the sea. A ship’s captain by profession, he spent 
considerable time in Charleston as an agent for Peter’s 

shipping interests. The publication of Philip Freneau’s Miscellaneous Works in 1788 was 
subscribed to by over two hundred prominent South Carolinians including Henry William 
deSaussure, John Faucheraud Grimké and Gov. William Moultrie. The Charleston Library 
Society also subscribed. 6 

Peter Freneau died in 1813 at his residence on George Street, survived by his brother Philip. 
One obituary stated that “in him were united the most feeling sympathy of disposition, the 
most engaging simplicity of manners, and the most commanding dignity of mind.”7 Another 
read, “Let not the people of America forget him to whom they are indebted for the final 
establishment of that system of rational liberty and moderation in our laws without which 
our revolutionary struggles would have been made for nothing.”8 While Peter Freneau’s 
tombstone at the Huguenot Church is no longer legible, perhaps this short record will serve 
as a memorial of his extraordinary life. 

Renée LaHue Marshall



NEW IN THE LIBRARY

Please come by the Society to enjoy this new addition 
to the Library of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina.

Warren Cousins of Warren Township, Colleton County, 
South Carolina: Descendants of the Brothers George 
and Paul Warren by Millie Warren Brunson (The Reprint 
Company, Publishers, Spartanburg, SC 2015).

This book includes more than 1600 pages of information 
about the descendants of George Warren (1803-1891) 
and his brother Paul Warren (1810-1883), sons of Daniel 
Warren (c. 1765-1820). In addition to providing the family 
genealogy, the book includes transcripts of many of the 
items which provide proof of the relationships, dates 
and locations it contains. This is not simply another 
genealogical list of family members. The information 
gathered by the author gives an in-depth view into the 
lives of members of these families during the twentieth 
century. 

George and Paul Warren were two of the children of Daniel Warren (c. 1765 – 1820) and 
grandsons of George and Eliza Warren of Colleton County, SC. The elder George Warren first 
appeared in the records of South Carolina in 1764 when he bought 200 acres of land on the 
Saltcatchers (Salkehatchie) River in present-day Colleton County, SC. Although extensive 
research was undertaken, no definitive information about him prior to 1764 was found. The 
identity of his wife Eliza, or Elizabeth, is also not known, but she is believed to have been the 
mother of his five children mentioned in his 1819 estate papers. Despite extensive research, 
no more information about the progenitors of this family was found.

In addition to documenting the more recent members of these families, Millie Warren 
Brunson has also included transcripts of earlier records and maps, charts of related families 
and information about life in Colleton County. Mrs. Brunson donated a copy of her book 
to the Huguenot Society of South Carolina where it is available for researchers. Copies are 
$65.00 plus $5.50 mailing and can  be purchased from the author who can be contacted at 
milliebrunson@att.net.



SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 31, 2016 

The Huguenot Society of South Carolina offers two scholarships.  
Complete application guidelines can be obtained online at www.
huguenotsociety.org under the "Being a Descendant" tab.

The Mary Mouzon Darby Scholarship is a $1,000 undergraduate scholarship that may 
be awarded annually to an undergraduate student who is a Huguenot descendant.  The 
applicant must submit a brief paper that includes a biographical sketch of his or her Huguenot 
ancestor and what this Huguenot heritage means to the applicant. The scholarship is made 
possible through the generosity of the late Miss Betty-Ann Darby, in honor of her mother 
Mary Mouzon Darby.  

The Huguenot Society of South Carolina Graduate Scholarship is offered to a student 
working towards a graduate degree in history.  Applicants must submit a work of scholarship 
on a Huguenot topic. It may examine any aspect of the religious, political, economic, social, 
or intellectual history of the French or Walloon Protestants from the sixteenth century to 
the present.  The winning submission is published in Transactions and the author will be 
awarded $1,000.

REGISTER OF CAROLINA HUGUENOTS

Two authors from South Carolina Huguenot families collaborated 
to produce the Register of Carolina Huguenots. First published in 
2007, the Register is now available through amazon.com.  This four 
volume work includes family trees of descendants of 81 Huguenot 
immigrants to Carolina. Volume 4 is an Index containing over 22,000 
descendants (up to 10 generations) of the immigrants. The book 
was produced using E. L. Manigault’s database and was arranged by 
H. F. Prioleau using RootsMagic software.  Although the authors do not 
guarantee complete accuracy of the thousands of genealogical links 
provided, they have confidence in the data which has been compiled 
from multiple sources and carefully cross-checked. They view the 
book as a basis for further traditional genealogical sourcing. For more 
information, please visit www.amazon.com/author/hfprioleau or www.
lulu.com/hfprioleau.
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AUTUMN SERVICE 
 OF THE HUGUENOT SOCIETY 

 OF SOUTH CAROLINA
The Autumn Service of the Huguenot Society of South 

Carolina will be held on Sunday, October 16th, 2016 at 

10:30 a.m. at the French Protestant (Huguenot) Church of 

Charleston.   




