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RENOVATION OF THE SOCIETY’S 
HEADQUARTERS NEARS COMPLETION

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Huguenot Society of SC Autumn Service, 
French Protestant (Huguenot) Church of 
Charleston 
Sunday, October 11, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.

Deadline for Huguenot Society of South 
Carolina undergraduate and graduate 
scholarships is December 31, 2015.

We are pleased to announce that renovation of our headquarters 
at 138 Logan Street is nearly complete. About a year ago, we 
discovered that our building was in need of significant repair and 
work began in earnest in January. 
As with any wooden building over a hundred years old, there were 
plenty of surprises along the way.  Our contractor, Kevin Reed, and 
his crew did a beautiful job and the building is now in fantastic 
shape. We were overwhelmed by the generosity and support of 
our members. The Capital Campaign to repair the building raised 
approximately $155,000. Additional funds were provided by a 
bequest from the estate of our late member Jack Strang. The total 
cost of the repairs and renovation was approximately $200,000 
which can be paid in full with no debt remaining for the Society.  
Because we were able to fully fund the necessary exterior repairs, 
several improvements were made to the interior as well. The first 
and second floors are freshly painted. The most significant change 
was replacing the first floor carpeting with beautiful hardwood 
floors.  We have reopened two windows previously covered up on 
the first floor in the main reading room.  The room is now light 
and airy and is a very pleasant place for research.  The first floor 
looks very different, as the large metal filing cabinets that hold 
our member files have all been moved to the second floor, while 
approximately a third of the library has been moved down to the 
first floor.  Renée’s office has moved upstairs, allowing her former 
office at the front of the building to be turned into a small exhibit 
space with seating for visitors.
We are still in the process of moving back in and finding a few new 
pieces of furniture. We will include more pictures in upcoming 
newsletters as we finish furnishing downstairs.  Please see page 2 
of this newsletter for a gallery of photographs.  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
I am honored to serve as the 36th President of the 

Huguenot Society of South Carolina and humbled to follow 

such a superb legacy of visionary leadership.  This is an 

exciting time in the Society’s history as highlighted in more 

detail in this newsletter by the 

completion of renovations to 

the Society’s headquarters 

at 138 Logan Street.  It is 

sincerely uplifting to drive 

past the building, or to step 

inside, and see how beautiful 

it looks. This is truly a 

“Headquarters” we can all be 

proud of!  Please make time 

for a visit to see for yourself.  

This renovation would not have been possible without the 

generosity of our membership and we were thrilled by the 

overwhelming response in support of the Capital Campaign 

to renovate the building.  In addition to the the report 

contained in the article on the first page, I wish to offer 

special thanks to former Society President Dan Ravenel, 

who provided superb leadership as chair of the successful 

Capital Campaign. As a result of the support received 

from the membership as well as a recent bequest from the 

estate of our late member, John P. “Jack” Strang of New 

York, it is my great pleasure to report that the renovations 

will be paid in full without 

the Society having to incur 

any long-term debt to fund 

the approximately $200,000 

project.  

On behalf of the Board of 

Directors, I would like to 

extend my sincere thanks to 

outgoing President Charlton 

deSaussure. His one-year 

term was made incredibly 

busy because of the project 



on our headquarters building. What started out 

as “significant repairs” rapidly evolved into a total 

renovation. Fortunately Charlton’s office is close 

by and in the thick of the repairs, he could often be 

found on the job site.  With a steady hand, Charlton 

deftly charted our course through the process, calmly 

confronted every unforeseen event, and we are deeply 

grateful for his exemplary service and leadership. 

Happily, Charlton has remained on the Board as First 

Vice President. 

Now that we have a newly renovated headquarters, it seems to be a good time to look to 

the future.  How can we best fulfill our stated mission to preserve the proud history of the 

Huguenots? How do we  as a legacy organization 

remain relevant and vibrant in a rapidly changing 

world, and make the best use of the assets available 

to us?  I am pleased to report that the Board is 

in the process of organizing a Strategic Planning 

Committee with the charge of developing long 

range plans for the Society with input from three 

reporting committees: Membership, Building, and 

Scholarship.  We will keep you apprised as we 

work through the planning process. 

As we look to the future, your continued support as an active member and Huguenot 

descendant will assist us in our mission to preserve and perpetuate the history of our 

Huguenot ancestors.  Take a moment to visit our web site www.huguenotsociety.org. 

Contribute a scholarly article.  Research potential HSSC scholarships.  Purchase a copy of 

French Santee: A Huguenot Settlement in Colonial South Carolina published this spring and 

authored by Susan Bates and our very own Cheves Leland, HSSC staff Archivist!  In short, 

celebrate your Huguenot heritage with its principles and values.  It is indeed something to 

be proud of and to uphold. 

Ford Prioleau Menefee

Letter from the President continued



SOCIETY RECEIVES ADDITIONAL BEQUEST 
FROM THE ESTATE OF JOHN P. “JACK” STRANG

The Huguenot Society of South Carolina has received an additional $100,000 bequest 

from the estate of our late member, John P. “Jack” Strang of New York.  A portion of this 

generous unrestricted bequest will fund the renovations to 138 Logan Street that were not 

covered by the Capital Campaign, with the remainder to be used for our general purposes.  

The Board will carefully study how to best make use of the remaining funds.  

In 2012, the Society received a $100,000 bequest from the Estate of John P. Strang to 

fund an annual lecture in his memory.  Since then, the lecture given at each year’s Annual 

Meeting is known as the Strang Lecture.  Jack’s generosity to the Huguenot Society of 

South Carolina continues to have a significant impact.

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

               _____________________________________________________________

Email or Phone in case of any questions:___________________________________

I would like to order ______ copies of French Santee at $50 each plus $7.50 shipping per book in the US. 

**If ordering multiple copies shipped to one address, or shipping overseas, please call for postage amount.** 

Please make checks payable to the Huguenot Society of SC.

FRENCH SANTEE: A HUGUENOT SETTLEMENT 
I N  C O L O N I A L  S O U T H  C A R O L I N A 

Copies of French Santee: A Huguenot Settlement in Colonial South 

Carolina are available at a cost of $50, plus $7.50 for shipping.  

French Santee is an in-depth study of the seventeenth-century 

Huguenot settlement on the Santee River, with biographical 

sketches of more than 100 French Protestant families who lived 

there.  If you would like to order a copy, you can mail in a check 

with the order form below, or visit the shop page of our website.

OUT OF PRINT



 

CALL FOR ARTICLES

We welcome the submission of articles for consideration for publication in Transactions of the Huguenot Society 
of South Carolina.  We are always looking for well-researched articles on Huguenot history and genealogy.  
Shorter articles will be considered for publication in the Huguenot Herald.  Submissions must include footnotes 
and other necessary documentation, and permission to publish when needed.  For more information on 
submitting an article for consideration, please contact the editor at archivist@huguenotsociety.org.  

Would you be interested in writing a book review for Transactions or the Huguenot Herald? We receive 
many Huguenot related publications for review. If you would be interested in writing a book review for us, 
please contact us at the above email address.  We would love to hear from you. 
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Autumn Service 
 of the Huguenot Society 

 of South Carolina 

The Autumn Service of the Huguenot Society of South 

Carolina will be held on Sunday, October 11th at 10:30 

a.m. at the French Protestant (Huguenot) Church of 

Charleston.   




