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PreSideNt'S meSSage, 

I am honored to serve as the 35th President 
of The Huguenot Society of South Carolina 
and look forward to the coming year.  Before 
moving forward, however, it is appropriate to 
first recognize several individuals who have 
meant so much to the Society for a great many 
years.

First, I extend our collective condolences to 
the family of Mary Upshaw Pike, who died on 
May 22, 2014.  Mary served on the Society’s 
Board for eighteen years as Vice President of 
New Bordeaux, and was often accompanied by 
her devoted husband and honorary Huguenot, 
the late Dr. J. Sanders Pike.  In 2008, Mary 
was awarded the Esprit Huguenot Award, the 
Society’s highest honor, for her dedicated 
service.  While we have lost a dear friend, we 
are fortunate that her family’s important role in 
the Society continues as her nephew, Charles B. 
Upshaw III, begins his fifth year on the Board as 
Vice President of New Bordeaux.

Second, on behalf of the Society, I extend our 
sincere thanks to outgoing President, John 
E. Cuttino.  John has ably led the Society for 
the past three years, and his hard work and 
dedication have served us well.  

The most significant events of John’s tenure 
were the 2012 commemoration of the 450th 
anniversary of the landing of Jean Ribault 
at Parris Island, and the development and 
implementation of the Society’s new website in 
2013.  John was an integral part of both these 
efforts.

Third, I extend our appreciation and best 
wishes to our long time Registrar, Dorothy M. 
Huff, who recently retired after twenty years 
of service to the Society.  In this position, Dot 
was often an initial point of contact for those 
contacting the Society and in that role she was 
always a wonderful ambassador for us.

As we look ahead, I am glad to report that 
the 129th Anniversary Meeting of the Society 
was a great success.  Based on the response 
we received, we have made arrangements to 
hold the meeting at Founders Hall again in 
April of 2015.  I am also glad to report that a 
generous donation has allowed us to purchase 
new computers and a new server which has 
greatly improved the efficient operation of the 
Society’s library and office.  Finally, the Society’s 
Archivist, Cheves Leland, recently returned 
from a two week research trip to France.  You 
can read more about her trip in this newsletter.  
I would like to thank Cheves for her invaluable 
assistance helping us build connections with 
Huguenot families and organizations in France.  

In closing, Dot, Mary, John and Cheves each 
in their own distinctive way, epitomize our 
Society’s objectives to preserve the memory 
of the Huguenots and to promote a better 
understanding of the values and cultures 
they brought to this Country.  I look forward 
to working with each of you to continue their 
efforts in the coming year.

Autumn Service 
 of the Huguenot Society 

 of South Carolina 

The Autumn Service of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina will 
be held on Sunday, October 12th at 10:30 a.m. at the French Protestant 
(Huguenot) Church of Charleston.   

Charlton deSaussure, Jr. 
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to FraNce aNd Back – 
a Very BrieF oVerView

By Harriott cHeVeS LeLaNd
reSearcHer For tHe Society 
As most of you know, Susan Bates and I went to France this past 

spring to finish the research for our up-coming book on French 
Santee, located about 40 miles north of Charleston and settled 
by Huguenot refugees beginning in early 1687.1  There will be a full 
and complete account of our trip and what we did in this year’s 
issue of Transactions. It won’t include everything we found in the 
French records – for that, you’ll have to wait for the book which 
we hope to have published next year. For the time being, I want 
to give you a very 
short overview of 
what we did, where 
we went, who we 
met and what we 
brought back.

We had a 
wonderful time, 
found some new 
sources and 
c o r r o b o r a t e d 
some information 
in our files. There 
is still a lot of 
undiscovered or 
unused information 
in the French 
Archives about our 
Huguenot ancestors – not just the ones who came to Carolina, 
but also those who settled in other colonies.  More and more 
documents are available on-line, but they can be very difficult to 
read and to navigate. We found that there are typed abstracts, 
many with indices, in some of the archives – still in French, but 
much more legible and much easier to use. The problem is that 
they are across some 3,000 miles of ocean. It is true that numerous 
ancestors made trips back and forth across the Atlantic once 
they had arrived in the New World and each trip took somewhere 
between three and four months (on a good voyage). It is also true 
that travel is much faster and easier for us than it was for them, 
but we have our own twenty-first century difficulties to deal 
with, so getting to the French records sometimes seems almost 
as insurmountable a task as embarking on a four month voyage 
across the Atlantic did before 1700.

We originally planned to look for “Letters from Carolina,” written 
by the settlers to their family and friends in France, but we were 
quickly advised by numerous archives and researchers that there 
are no such letters in the French Archives. We have not given up 

the hope or desire to pursue that subject, but 
we did change the focus of our trip and decided 
instead to try to locate as many of the origins 
of the French ancestors who came to Carolina 
as we could in the time we had. Most of the 
research for the towns and villages we wanted 
to find was done on-line by Susan and we then 
used maps and the Michelin Interactive Maps 
on-line to plan our itinerary. We focused on 
the Departments of Deux-Sèvres and Charente 
Maritime since that was where the majority of 
the ancestors originated and we included the 
names of all those on the 1697 Liste des François 
et Suisses (called the Ravenel List by some 
people). We contacted libraries and archives and 
people whose names we found on genealogical 
websites and we ended up with a two week 
itinerary stretching from Paris to the Dordogne, 
across Deux-Sèvres to the coast and Ile-de-Ré 
and ending in Bordeaux. Our advanced planning 
was well-worth the time and effort once we 
arrived in France and we even had time for 
unexpected additions such as the Tumulus de 
Bougon near La Mothe-Saint-Héray, the military 
complex and enclosed town of the citadel 
of Bruage where we saw a stork nesting on a 
chimney pot, as well as an unplanned peek at 
L’Hermione in Rochefort. As noted, Transactions 
#118 will have a more in-depth account of our 
trip and we will also post photographs on our 
blog at www.huguenotsociety.org in the coming 
months.

We met a lot of interesting, interested and very 
congenial people – from our young landlady 
in Paris who arrived clad in black leather on a 
moto to a 90 year old in La Tremblade who gave 
us her family recipe for a Galette Charentaise. 
We were treated to two homemade tastings 
of Pineau, both quite good, though different. 
We, had a five course souper in Sepvret with 
descendants of the Guerri and Broussard 
families (from soup to fresh asparagus from 
their garden, a pot roast, salad and a homemade 
tarte). We sampled oysters on the half-shell 
from Rivedoux on Ile-de-Ré and discussed how 
cognac is made in Arvert. We stayed in a 5th 
floor walk-up in the Quartier Latin in Paris, in a 
fifteenth century chateau outside Angoulème, 
in a hotel overlooking the harbor in La Rochelle 
and enjoyed incredible meals and impromptu 
picnics in the countryside. We found that a 
lot of the places we went were part of a web 
of trails which lead to Spain and El Camino de 
Santiago. We also found the bridge of the stone, 
the Chateau of Cramahé (for sale if anyone is 
interested) and the Tour d’Hastrel (which we 
think should be renamed the Tour de Bruneau 

to be more accurate). We examined salt-making 
and oyster culture and compared the French 
way with what is done in McClellanville where 
both are harvested.

We brought back books for the library at 
138 Logan Street – they are all in French, but 
there is a wealth of information in both articles 
and photographs. One is Volume Two of Les 
Huguenots et l’Atlantique which means we now 
have the index to the first volume and better 
access to articles written recently by scholars 
of Huguenot history from around the world. 
We also have the book Nivelle L’inconnu du 
Chemin des Dames, presented to us by M. Pierre 
Nivelle of Bordeaux who was instrumental in 
arranging a meeting for us in La Mothe-Saint-
Héray and who sent us home with a bottle of 
Sauterne from the vineyards which grow near 
his house. Retired Protestant minister Danièle 
Rigolet of La Tremblade gave the Society copies 
of the Cahiers de la Maison du Protestantisme 
Charentais and a copy of the just published 
Temples de la Saintonge Maritime. There is a 
wealth of information in these books and the 
book about the Protestant churches (temples) 

Square moNtSouriS, 14e arroNdiSemeNt iN PariS, 
a HiddeN gem

BuriaL cHamBer at tumuLuS Site
 Near La motHe-SaiNt-Héray

continued next page
1. McClain & Ellefson, "A letter from Carolina, 1688...,"Transactions#115(2011):1-20
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Simon Le Fevre

Allen franklin Davis …………………………………………………………………………………………………charleston, sc

François Solomon Legaré & Anne Lançois

Martha Ann Brigman enyeart ……………………………………………..…………………………………………Belton, tX

Jeremiah Varin

elizabeth Weir factor …………………………………………………………………...........………………..charleston, sc

Jean Gaston

Larue Horn Jolly …………………………………………………………………………………………………..Panama city, fL

Anthoine Bonneau & Catherine de Bloys

Ladson fraser Mccutchen, Jr.………………………………………..…………………………………………..Kingstree, sc

Isaac DuBosc & Susanne Couillandeau

 Ladson fraser Mccutchen III……………………………………….…………………………………………….Kingstree, sc

Isaac DuBosc & Susanne Couillandeau

Mary Lynn smith Yeager ………………………………………………..………………………………………..Kennesaw, GA

Jeremiah Varin

Index to Volumes 1-96 of Transactions of the Huguenot Society of SC - The Society has 
a large number of copies of the index in storage, and we would like to offer a copy at no 
charge to our members.  The two-volume, paperback index was published in 1994 and 
covers volumes 1-96 of Transactions, so the last year included was 1991.  If you would like 
us to mail you a copy of the index, please send us a note along with a check made out to 
the Society for $5 to cover the cost of shipping. If you are in Charleston, you are welcome 
to come by the Society to pick up a copy. This offer ends October 1, 2014, or when we run 
out of copies. 

Baynard: An Ancient Family Bearing Arms - The Society recently received a donation of 
a number of copies of the late Annie Baynard Simons Hasell’s book Baynard: An Ancient 
Family Bearing Arms.  A few of the other families listed in the index are: Bailey, Chisolm, 
Edings, Seabrook, Simons, Smith, Whaley, and Willingham.  If you would like a copy, 
please send us a note with a check made out to the Society for $4 shipping. If you are in 
Charleston, you are welcome to come by the Society to pick up a copy. Many thanks to 
the author’s family for this generous donation. This offer ends October 1, 2014, or when 
we run out of copies.

If you would like to order both books, the shipping cost is $7.50.

is full of photographs and accounts of the 
history of the buildings as well as the faithful 
congregations. We also brought back a book 
of maps and charts of the Charente-Maritime 
which we hope will help us locate and identify 
more places connected to the ancestors. Stop 
by the Society to see these new additions.

We were fortunate to meet with a group 
from the Cercle Généalogique de Deux-Sèvres 
organized by Mme Danièle Billaudeau and we 
spent a productive afternoon at the Centre 
Jean Riviere in La Coudre, as well as seeing 
a good bit of the countryside, the Musée du 
Poitu Protestant at Beaussais and an up close 
and personal encounter with some donkeys in 
a family gravesite in La Granarie (details of all 
this and more in Transactions #118). We spent 
a day with Danièle and Jean Rigolet visiting 
Protestant temples in the countryside and small 
towns from La Tremblade to Royan and joined 
them at the temple in Arvent for Easter service 
which was a wonderful experience. From 1682 
when the temple at Arvent was demolished by 
order of King Louis XIV there was no temple 
and Protestants worshipped clandestinely until 
1787 when it was safe to meet openly. They met 
in various nearby locations until the present 
building was dedicated in 1838.

After the Easter service, we drove south and 
met with Pierre Nivelle at his house on the 
outskirts of Bordeaux, next to acres of vineyards 

and near the Garonne River. We had an all-too-
short visit with him, turned in our car at the 
Bordeaux airport and flew to Paris the next 
morning where we boarded our plane for our 
flight home. Needless to say, we are still sorting 
through our files, photographs and memories, 
one moment wondering why we didn’t get to 
such and such a place and the next moment 
amazed at all we accomplished. No, neither of 
us is interested in becoming a tour guide, but 
we both agree that all the pre-trip planning was 
invaluable.

We accomplished our goals and had a good 
time – and we are still speaking to each other. 
Unpacking our small suitcases was fairly simple, 
but organizing and evaluating the notes and 
photographs of documents we made took a lot 
of time. There are, probably inevitably, a few 
items we have no clue about, but most have 
been identified, catalogued and used. We can 
say with certainty that just about every small 
French village has wonderful walls and that 
they all look incredibly picturesque and worth 
photographing. We can also assure you that 
they all looked pretty much the same, except 
for shadows or variations in color and texture, 
once we examined their photographs at home. 
We have enough for a slide show if anyone is 
interested and we can probably tell you in what 
village they were taken and which ancestors may 
have walked past the spot where they stand.  

cHurcH iN moNtigNe, PoSSiBLy tHe Home oF auguSte memiN.
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Upshaw III, begins his fifth year on the Board as 
Vice President of New Bordeaux.

Second, on behalf of the Society, I extend our 
sincere thanks to outgoing President, John 
E. Cuttino.  John has ably led the Society for 
the past three years, and his hard work and 
dedication have served us well.  

The most significant events of John’s tenure 
were the 2012 commemoration of the 450th 
anniversary of the landing of Jean Ribault 
at Parris Island, and the development and 
implementation of the Society’s new website in 
2013.  John was an integral part of both these 
efforts.

Third, I extend our appreciation and best 
wishes to our long time Registrar, Dorothy M. 
Huff, who recently retired after twenty years 
of service to the Society.  In this position, Dot 
was often an initial point of contact for those 
contacting the Society and in that role she was 
always a wonderful ambassador for us.

As we look ahead, I am glad to report that 
the 129th Anniversary Meeting of the Society 
was a great success.  Based on the response 
we received, we have made arrangements to 
hold the meeting at Founders Hall again in 
April of 2015.  I am also glad to report that a 
generous donation has allowed us to purchase 
new computers and a new server which has 
greatly improved the efficient operation of the 
Society’s library and office.  Finally, the Society’s 
Archivist, Cheves Leland, recently returned 
from a two week research trip to France.  You 
can read more about her trip in this newsletter.  
I would like to thank Cheves for her invaluable 
assistance helping us build connections with 
Huguenot families and organizations in France.  

In closing, Dot, Mary, John and Cheves each 
in their own distinctive way, epitomize our 
Society’s objectives to preserve the memory 
of the Huguenots and to promote a better 
understanding of the values and cultures 
they brought to this Country.  I look forward 
to working with each of you to continue their 
efforts in the coming year.

Autumn Service 
 of the Huguenot Society 

 of South Carolina 

The Autumn Service of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina will 
be held on Sunday, October 12th at 10:30 a.m. at the French Protestant 
(Huguenot) Church of Charleston.   

Charlton deSaussure, Jr. 


