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Upcoming EvEnts

•	 Huguenot society of sc 
Autumn service, French 
protestant (Huguenot) 
church of charleston, 
october 16, 10:30 a.m.                                        

•	 society of st. thomas & st. 
Denis, 1706, Lessons & carols 
on Dec. 11 at 4 pm. For more 
information contact john@
charlestonlawoffice.com

•	 HSSC	Offices	Closed	for	
christmas, December 19 
through	January	2nd.		We	
will	reopen	on	Tuesday,	
January	3rd,	2012.
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Huguenot Society of South Carolina 
Autumn Service to be held October 16

The Huguenot Society of South Carolina’s Autumn Service will be held at the 
French Protestant (Huguenot) Church of Charleston on Sunday, October 16 at 
10:30 a.m.  A collation will follow.  The Reverend Calhoun “Callie” Walpole, 
Vicar of Grace Episcopal Church, will give the sermon.   Rev. Walpole is a native 
of John’s Island and a graduate of Clemson University and the University of the 
South School of Theology, Sewanee.  She previously served as assistant rector at 
Holy Cross Faith Memorial Episcopal Church on Pawley’s Island.  Rev. Walpole 
has made many mission trips to the Dominican Republic and has started several 
services for the Spanish speaking in the Charleston area and on Pawley’s Island.  
She is a descendant of the L’Egaré,  DuBose,  Robert,  Gourdin,  Jaudon and many 
other Huguenot families.

Did you ever wonder why our Society meets every April and October? One of 
our purposes is to publicly commemorate the principle events in the history of 
the Huguenots.  The Society’s Constitution and By-Laws read, “The Society shall 
hold two regular meetings each year, and in accordance with the purpose of the 
Society, the said meetings shall take place on the following historical dates:  The 
Anniversary Meeting shall be held on April 13th, the day of the Promulgation of 
the Edict of Nantes, granting Freedom of Worship to the Huguenots of France.  
The Autumn Meeting of the Society shall be held on the 22nd of October, the date 
of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. In case any of these dates shall fall upon 
a day inconvenient for the proper celebration thereof, the Board shall appoint for 
the meeting the next most convenient day.”   Please join us in our commemoration 
of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes.
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Dear Society Members:
 
I trust this finds each of you well and looking forward to the glorious 
autumn season!   I am pleased to report on several activities and 
upcoming events which will be of interest to you.
 
The Society’s Board of Directors has recently formed a Communications 
Committee, the purpose of which is to study how we can most effectively 
communicate with our members, including what information our members 
would like to receive from us on a continuing basis, how frequently those 
communications should occur, and what method(s) are best suited for our 
membership.  As part of this process, the Communications Committee 
will be contacting a portion of our membership to solicit your input on 
these topics.  We look forward to receiving your ideas and suggestions.  
The Society is a treasure chest of interesting and educational information 
on both our shared Huguenot heritage and on specific Huguenot families 
and we want to make certain that we create opportunities to share 
information with you.
 
As we approach the end of the year, we will be launching our 2011 Annual 
Fund contribution campaign.  Board Member J. Palmer Gaillard III will 
serve as this year’s Annual Fund Chair.   Regular membership dues 
provide less than 50% of the Society’s revenue. Thus, contributions to 
the Annual Fund are an essential source of income to fund the work of 
the Society.  We will be contacting you soon regarding the 2011 Annual 
Fund and thank you in advance for any contribution you wish to make.  
 
I remind you also of the annual Autumn Service at the French Protestant 
(Huguenot) Church in Charleston on Sunday, October 16.  The Society and 
the Church are separate entities and, while no formal or organizational 
relationship exists between them, we have long enjoyed a close and 
mutually beneficial spirit of cooperation.  Many of the Society’s members 
are also members of the Church.  We encourage you to visit the Church 
whenever you have the chance and particularly on Sunday, October 16. 
 
Finally, please keep in mind that our Society lives on through its 
members. New members make our Society stronger, more vibrant, and 
provide added assurance that we will be in existence for another 125 
years.   In that regard, I encourage you to ask an eligible relative or friend 
to apply for membership in the Society before the end of the year.  In 
the words of the ancient Greek essayist Plutarch: “It is indeed desirable 
to be well descended, but the glory belongs to our ancestors.”  Please 
help us preserve and perpetuate the story of our Huguenot ancestors by 
bringing a new member to our Society in 2011!   

John E. Cuttino

FRom tHE pREsiDEnt
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Historical Account of the Term Huguenot
Reprinted with the kind permission of the Huguenot Society of America.

The following article appeared in their Summer 2011 Newsletter.

While examining the old and rare books in 
the [Huguenot Society of America’s] library, 
Executive Secretary Mary Bertschmann became 
intrigued by a leather-bound folio entitled 
Memoirs of Michael de Castelnau, sieur de la 
Mauvissière.  The tome is an abridged translation 
of the diaries of Castelnau (c.1520-1592), giving 
a firsthand account of the reigns of Francis II 
and Charles IX of France and the first civil wars 
involving the Huguenots.  The book was “done 
into English by a gentleman and publish’d for his 
benefit” in London in 1724.  

In addition to the English translation, the 
[Huguenot Society of America’s] Library has 
three volumes of the complete Memoires in 
French published in Paris in 1659 by M. J. Le 
Laboureur (Prior of Juvigny, Counselor and 
Almoner to the King of France) and dedicated to 
Marshal Castelnau, the author’s grandson.  In his 
preface Monsieur Laboureur states that “no man 
has given a more candid and exact account of the 

affairs of France from the year 1559 to 1570…
most free of prejudice and respected by both the 
Reformers and the Royal Cabinet.”  

In Chapter VII of Book II, Lord Castelnau gives an 
explanation for calling the reformers Huguenots.  
During the siege of Ambroise in 1560 it was said 
that the religious rebels were poor men not worth 
a huguenot, which was a small almost valueless 
coin (less than a denier) during the reign of Hugh 
Capet.  Afterward, this term was used by way of 
ridicule, but it was bravely and nobly adopted by 
the reformers when they took up arms.

While many etymologies have been posited over 
the years, it is interesting to find an explanation 
that comes from a man who lived during France’s 
religious wars. 

Many thanks to the Huguenot Society of America 
for their gracious permission to reprint this article.

Do we have your current e-mail address?  We are trying to 
develop a more current, complete list of our members’ e-mail 
addresses. Please let us know your current e-mail address by 
contacting director@huguenotsociety.org or archivist@hugue-
notsociety.org.   Thank you.
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NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following new members 
into the Society:

Mary Margaret Fitch Beaver……………Charlotte, NC
 Etienne Tauvron

Daniel Theodore DuBose III……..……Statesville, NC
 Isaac DuBose & Susanne Couillandeau

Mark Deems Guerry………………Moncks Corner, SC
  Pierre Guerri & Jeanne Broussard

Jake H. Halford…………………….…Summerton, SC
 Sara Bertonneau

Thomas Clayton Johnson……………Isle of Palms, SC
 Jean Timmons

William Pless Lunger…………..……….Arlington, VA
 James Pettigrew

John David Saffold……………..…..Mission Viejo, CA
 Robert Brasseur

Please place orders for 
Christmas gifts before 
December 16 to make 
sure everything arrives 
in time! Our list of 
merchandise and an order 
form is available on the 
website.

Scholarship Application 
Deadline is December 31, 2011   

The Huguenot Society of South Carolina offers two 
scholarships.  Complete application guidelines can 
be obtained online at www.huguenotsociety.org. 

The Mary Mouzon Darby Scholarship is a $1,000 
undergraduate scholarship that may be awarded 
annually to an undergraduate student who is a 
Huguenot descendant.  The applicant must submit 
a brief paper that includes a biographical sketch 
of the Huguenot ancestor and what this Huguenot 
heritage means to the applicant. The scholarship 
is made possible through the generosity of Miss 
Betty-Ann Darby, in honor of her mother Mary 
Mouzon Darby.  

The Huguenot Society of South Carolina 
Graduate Scholarship is offered to a student 
working towards a graduate degree in history.  
Applicants must submit a work of scholarship on a 
Huguenot topic. It may examine any aspect of the 
religious, political, economic, social, or intellectual 
history of the French or Walloon Protestants from 
the sixteenth century to the present.  The winning 
submission is published in Transactions and the 
author will be awarded $1,000.  



Figure 1: Pumkin 
(Pepo maximus rotundus. 
The great round Pompion)6

The “Chapel of Ease” adjacent to Middleburg Plantation 
where Benjamin Simons (1672-1717) and his wife 
Mary Esther Dupre (1674?-1737) are buried, is known 
by two names: Pompion Chapel and also Pumpkin, 
or Pumpkin Hill Chapel.  Several theories have been 
postulated for the dual names, however the references 
presented here should settle the issue.  (Incidentally, 
there is a video of Pompion Chapel included in the SC-
ETV Southern Manors and Chapels program that can 
be viewed online.)2  

In 2004, while researching Middleburg, Holland, the 
author read An Account Of Several Travels Through 
A Great Part Of Germany, by Edward Brown, M. D., 
1677 where Dr. Brown gave an account of his visit to 
Middleburg as follows: 

Middleburg is the chief Town in the Island Walachria, 
seated almost in the middle of it, being well built, 
large, rich, and Populous, it is the fourth Port for the 
East-India trade: hath a large, broad Water within the 
Town, and a streight cut through the Land to carry 
Vessels out to Sea, the whole is very well Fortified, the 
Officers here are chosen by Strangers or Foreigners, the 
Churches are many and remarkable, the new Church 
is of an eight-square figure with a Cupola, the Tower 
of the old great Church very high, the Stadthuise with 
the old statuas, about it, the round Piazza, and many 
private buildings are Considerable, and the whole 
Country about it is fruitful; either divided into Gardens 
and Orchards, or Planted with Madder, Pompions, or 
Grain and Fruits. 3  [Emphasis not in original.]  

Pompion Chapel or Pumpkin Chapel?
Ray E. Timmons1

Since Benjamin Simons spent his childhood in 
Middleburg, it is likely that he was familiar with the 
Pompion plant growing in gardens there.

The Pompion plant can be found in several old botanical 
books, including John Gerard’s Herball (1633 edition) 
where there is a wood block carving printing of the 
“Pumkin (Pepo maximus rotundus. The great round 
Pompion)” as shown in Figure 1.4  

Pompion is an early French word for Pumpkin.  The 
Latin for gourd or melon is pepo.  The Greek word 
pepon means melon.  In Medieval French, pepo became 
pompon/pompion.  The French word entered English 
twice.  Here we are concerned with pompion in its 
literal sense - a kind of melon or a pumpkin.5  Pumpkins 
were growing on the small hill where Pompion Chapel 
was built, and the old French word for Pumpkin was 
generally used for Pompion Chapel by Huguenots. 

     1 Raymond Elmore Timmons, Jr., B.S., University of South Carolina, M.S., University of North Carolina-Greensboro.  Ray appeared in the  
SC-ETV HD-TV Genealogy Series Branches. For more information, see http://www.google.com/profiles/timmonsr
     2 The Pompion Chapel segment that is included in the 2003 SC-ETV Southern Manors and Chapels program can be viewed at   
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PKckP-lTCDU
      3 Edward Brown, M. D., An Account Of Several Travels Through A Great Part Of Germany (London, 1677). The text is available online at   
http://penelope.uchicago.edu/travels/travels1.html
     4 John Gerard, The Herbal or General History of Plants (London, 1663). The most complete reprint is probably The Herbal or General History  
of Plants, Dover Publications (1975).
     5 Mike and Melanie Crowley, Take Our Word for It,  Issue 177, page 1, The Institute for Etymological Research and Education,  
http://www.takeourword.com/TOW177/page1.html
     6 The Pompion wood block carving image by John Gerard is from http://www.hort.purdue.edu/newcrop/history/lecture39/27.html

5



Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Charleston, SC
Permit  No. 1140

The Huguenot Society of SC 
138  Logan Street
Charleston, SC  29401

Address Service Requested

         PRESERVE THE PAST BECAUSE IT SHAPES THE FUTURE

 Dr. Bruce Cole, former Chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities 2001-2008, once said, 
“We cannot expect that a nation which has lost its memory will keep its vision.”  We should remember that vital de-
cisions which we consider were “made in the past” were actually made in the “present” at the time they were made. 
Our ancestors did not make decisions “in the past.”  They made tough decisions in “their present,” which we now 
consider part of “the past,” or our heritage. 

 In the same way we can make decisions today which will be looked back on as a heritage passed on to our 
descendants. One important decision we all make is how to distribute our estate or wealth after our death. With a 
will you can honor people and organizations which you feel are important. For most people taking care of family 
or dependents is a first priority. But in many cases there is some portion of an estate that can be bequeathed to an 
established organization. We hope that you will consider a bequest to The Huguenot Society of South Carolina as 
part of preserving a heritage for future generations. Use your will power to pass along your legacy!

 A gift can be a simple bequest in your will or some fraction of the remainder of your estate after other needs 
have been met. Preparing a will, or up-dating an existing will, can be readily done working with a lawyer and may 
be simpler than you think. For more information contact the Executive Director, Mrs. Renée Marshall, at (843) 723-
3235. If you make a gift or a bequest to the Society, we would like to include you in our 1685 Society as our way of 
saying “thank you.” 
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