Spring 2012 Newsletter

FROM: HONORARY COLONEL, RICHARD WM. ANSON
Richard Wm. Anson, Major General, US Army (Ret)
Honorary Colonel, 2nd Infantry Regiment

enough time and resources, our military can
accomplish anything. Why? Because our
military forces possess two attributes. The
first is Courage and second is Resolve to
accomplish a given mission. Let us all say a
prayer of gratitude to our warrior comrades
and bless them as well as our treasured
country. God bless America!
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To All Regimental Association Members:
Once again it is my honor and pleasure
to contribute a few words commemorating
Memorial Day and Armed Forces Month
across our nation. I want to honor our
deserving veterans and their families of
WWII, Korea, Vietnam and the continuing
Mid-East Crusade against the perpetrators
of the 9-11 atrocity against our country.
During this past year several events
have occurred for which we have all
applauded. First, Osama bin Laden has
been brought to justice. We are all proud
and grateful to our magnificent active duty
service members who made this historic
event happen. This shows me that, given

FROM: BOB “FO” DOUGLASS
Bob Douglass, President, Second Infantry Regiment Association

My Fellow Ramrods and Associate Members:
Many things have happened since our last newsletter. The 2d Bn, 2d
Regt has returned to Fort Knox after a year tour of duty down range. I had the
opportunity to spend a week at Fort Knox with them and attend their Ball on
March 3, 2012.
(Continued on page 2)

Second, the ranks of our all WWII and
Korean War veterans are thinning. I know
because I am one of those veterans who is
getting older. And while I don’t perform so
well any more, if I ever did, I am still here
because I am proud of my thirty-five years of
military service and the fifty-four years I have
been blessed with a wonderful wife and
caregiver. So I share my joy and blessings
with all of you who can say, bless our families
and thank you all for your good fortune as I
am grateful for mine. Personally, I want to
say to you all, thank you for your service,
thank you for your sacrifices and thank you
for your comradeship. You are all truly a
“band of loyal brothers and sisters.”
May God bless you all and may God
bless America.
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(Continued from page 1)
During the week I had a great time
visiting with LTC Alan Streeter, CSM
Walter
Carolyn

Tagalicud,
Tagalicud,

Kristy
all

Priest,

of

their

supporting staffs and of course with
many, many of the soldiers. Also I had
the opportunity to meet the new 2-2
Commander LTC Eric Lopez. He
impressed me and he is looking
forward to work with the Association.

My week was complete when I
staggered back to my room Saturday
night from the Ball.
Our men can both take care of
business wherever they deploy and
party with anyone.
History was also made when 1-2
came from Nangarhar to Ghazni
Province, Afghanistan to relieve 2-2 at
FOB Andar, Afghanistan. This was the
first time that these two units have
been in the same Theater since
Vietnam.

Everyone made me feel very
welcome and treated me like royalty.
Those of you that attended the
reunion in Buffalo remember SGT
Brian Lake. Well his wife Anja is
absolutely beautiful and a great cook
and they have two beautiful children
also. And I know where they get their
good looks from.

1-2 is still in Afghanistan taking care
of business. CSM Brian Woodall and I
are in communication trading emails
and CSM Woodall says that the soldiers
are all in great spirits and doing an
excellent job. As a matter of fact he
sent 3 soldiers to the reunion at Pigeon
Forge this May.

Kristy and Carolyn worked
many of the wives back here at
Knox holding the FRG together.
trust me we have the very best
because all of these ladies.

I want to thank everyone that sent
packages to 2-2 while they were down
range. CSM Tag and Chaplain CPT
Frese asked me to thank everyone. And
if anyone would like to send packages
to 1-2 the address is on our website:
http://www.secinfreg.org/

with
Fort
And
FRG

While I was there also I had a very
good visit with the Brigade CSM Drew
Pumarejo, who was also wounded
during their tour down range. He told
me that 2-2 was given the most
remote FOB (which they had to build)
which had the least support because of
it area. He said that they did an
Outstanding Job. And that was the
reason that they assigned it to them.
They are still carrying on the tradition
as being one of the best outfits in the
Military today.

Now that 2-2 has finally returned I
would like to thank all of the individuals
that visited our wounded hero’s in the
hospital. I would name all of them but I
am afraid that I might just leave
someone’s name out. But I want to let
all of you know that we have some
really great Ramrods that visited our
folks.
As August comes upon us quickly I
am again looking forward to the

Reunion in Memphis, Tenn. I hope that
you are planning to attend. It is a great
time to visit with our comrades from
the past and our comrades of the
present.
Now I would like to say something
to all of those who served in Vietnam; I
hope that everyone is keeping a close
watch on his physical health.
Especially things like watching their
prostate and colon. You can easily
watch your prostrate thru a simple
blood test and keep a eye on your PSA.
Your colon is not so easy. But you
should have a colonoscopy at least
every 10 years. The reason that I say
this is I work with many veterans daily
on claims with the VA. The VA
recognizes prostrate cancer, colon
cancer, diabetes plus many more from
the exposure to Agent Orange. And
these two cancers are curable if found
in time.
About two years ago we lost Ken
Vuckovic from prostrate cancer. He
served in B 2-2 ‘69 thru ‘70. The
reason that he did not make it was that
he waited to long to check his
prostrate. So please as a favor to your
families and me, please keep a close
eye on this.
Do not take for granted that your
Doctor is closely watching these things
because if he or she misses it, you are
the one that will pay the price.
So I hope to see you in Memphis
this August but until then ,

Keep your head down and your
powder dry.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
By Rich Maling, Chaplain, Second Infantry Regiment Association

We share another Memorial Day in Remembrance of the Fallen.
Again, this year the American Soldier is still at war. I marvel at the

Micah 4:3

willingness of my bothers to step into the breach of combat. Yet, I
detest war.
He shall judge between many peoples,
We have gone to war with just cause. We have gone to war with
questionable cause.

The American soldier goes regardless. The

And rebuke strong nations afar off;

American Soldier is honored for his sacrifice; this is only right. A

They shall beat their swords into plowshares,

Loved one grieves the loss of his/her soldier. A son, a daughter, a

And their spears into pruning hooks ;

husband, a wife, a grandson, a granddaughter and more.... When
these loved ones ask, " Was my soldier's sacrifice in vain?", it is time to
bring our soldiers home and shower them with Love, Agape Love; we

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
Neither shall they learn war anymore.

can do nothing less.
God Bless the American Soldier.

THE BADGE OF GLORY - THE COMBAT INFANTRYMAN'S BADGE
by Gary Goeckel

The Badge of Glory
Of all the medals upon our chests
From battles and wars we knew
The one admired as the very best
Is the one of infantry blue
It's only a rifle upon a wreath
So why should it mean so much?
It is what it took to earn it
That gives it that Touch.

To earn this special accolade
You faced the enemy's fire
Whether you survived or not
God dialed that one desire.
For those of us who served the cause
And brought this nation glory
It's the Combat Infantryman's Badge
That really tells the story.
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BATTALIONS REUNITE FOR FIRST TIME SINCE VIETNAM
COMBINED JOINT TASK FORCE 1-AFGHANISTAN
Story by SPC Tanangachi Mfuni
GHAZNI PROVINCE, Afghanistan—Their reunion was 41 years in
the making, and in the insurgent-ridden district of Andar, no less.
Two infantry battalions from the 2nd Infantry Regiment have been
separated more by duty than choice. The last time they met, they
spent more than four years battling the Vietcong in South
Vietnam.
This time, their reunion was brief and marked by ceremony. The
morning was crisp Jan. 3, as the 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry
Regiment took over the battle space from the 2nd Battalion, that
had just finished a year-long mission in Afghanistan.
“I hope what we’ve done here has meant something,” said U.S.
Army Lt. Col. Alan Streeter, 2nd Battalion commander. “I hope
we’ve established a foothold which our sister battalion can now
exploit.”
The soldiers from the 2nd Battalion are just days away from
returning home to Fort Knox, Ky., where the battalion falls under
the 1st Infantry Division.
Streeter’s soldiers have had a trying year pushing back belligerent
insurgents in Andar and Deh Yak, the two Ghazni Province
districts that make up the battle space the 2nd Battalion is
relinquishing to the 1st Battalion. Based an ocean-distance away,
the 1st Battalion is part of the 172nd Infantry Brigade in
Grafenwoehr, Germany.
The calls have been close and common for Streeter and his
soldiers throughout their deployment, especially during the
unforgiving summer months when enemy rockets constantly
whistled over Forward Operating Base Andar.

3 January 2012
moniker. The story goes while searching Lo Go Village, 1st
Battalion soldiers seized a bounty of black cloth, used to make
enemy uniforms. The battalion commander ordered the cloth be
cut into dozens of scarves, so he could distinguish his men from
other Soldiers in the division.
It was also in Vietnam, that the regiment had its second Medal of
Honor award recipient, Staff Sgt. James Leroy Bondsteel. Armed
with his M-16 rifle and grenades, Bondsteel, known as “Buddha,”
for his burly frame, single-handedly destroyed 10 enemy bunkers,
taking out a machine gun and saving the life of an officer, while
rallying his troops to victory. During the four-hour battle, Buddha
refused medical treatment although he took shrapnel to his face
and chest from an enemy grenade.
In Afghanistan the regiment has had its own modern-day heroes.
U.S. Army Sgt. Isaac Inay, a 2nd Battalion sniper team leader,
spent 14 hours lying on his belly, flat in a grape field, in wait for a
posse of motorcycle-riding insurgents who were known for
transporting weapons through the town of Mungor. When the
posse finally came along, laden down with a cache of arms, Inay
and the rest of the scout team took them out, one by one, before
they knew what hit them.
“I’m going to miss some of the firefights. I’ve never felt so alive,”
said Inay. The Colorado Springs, Colo., native is returning to the
States with the 2nd Battalion and earned an Army Commendation
Medal with “V” device for valor, for his actions.
Recently, the soldiers of the 1st and 2nd Battalions gathered
together one last time to prepare for battle-space changeover and
continue the mission.

There was also Mother’s Day when the 2nd Battalion soldiers
spent their Sunday in fighting positions picketed along the FOB
walls defending themselves from an onslaught of hostile fire.

For 1st Battalion commander, Lt. Col. Earl Higgins, Jr., who has
known 2nd Battalion commander Streeter since the two were
lieutenants, the moment is all the more poignant.

By miracle, or skill, or a touch of both, the 2nd Battalion’s
casualties have been low. During their year-long deployment,
three soldiers have died. The losses have nonetheless been
deeply felt.

“I’m able to assume a battle space from a friend and continue the
hard work that the battalion has already carried forward,” Higgins
said. While some came to the ceremony out of formality, others
came to witness history.

“When I lose a soldier, it’s like losing a kid,” said Command Sgt.
Maj. Walter Tagalicud of 2nd Battalion’s fallen that include Sgt.
Kristopher J. Gould, 25, of Saginaw, Mich.; Sgt. James W. Harvey
II, 23, of Toms River, N.J., and Spc. Joseph A. Kennedy, 25, of St.
Paul, Minn.

“This may be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” said 1st Battalion
Command Sgt. Maj. Brian Woodall. “It’s possible that you may
never see those two guidons together again.”

Things weren’t much easier in the fall of 1965 when the
battalions first deployed to Vietnam. But it was in that coastal
nation, embroiled in civil conflict, that the battalions further forged
their regiment’s legend.
Vietnam was where the 1st Battalion got its “black scarves”

After the ceremony, the last of 2nd Battalion’s soldiers waited to
leave Andar, bound for home, on a CH-47 Chinook helicopter.
As the bird lifted off with Andar’s sand and stone quickly dwindling
underneath them, they could breathe a little easier knowing their
old battle space was in their sister battalion’s capable charge.
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TOA Ceremony

Purple Heart Presentation

Commanders Meet
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1ST BATTALION NEWS
Task Force 1-2 "Black Scarves"

On 24 November 2011, the Black Scarves received
the order to move from Nangarhar to Ghazni
Province, Afghanistan to conduct a relief in place

On 3 January 2012 at 1030hrs, the transfer of
authority between the two great units occurred.
Following the ceremony the 2nd Battalion began

with the 2nd Battalion. Without hesitation, the
soldiers of 1-2 Infantry travelled across the rough

departing Afghanistan. In its one-year deployment the
2nd Battalion suffered 3 killed and 49 wounded while

terrain of Afghanistan in multiple convoys to FOB
Andar to begin the left/right seat ride with their
sister battalion.

conducting over 1900 combat patrols and 22 air
assaults as they and their Afghani partners captured
111 caches and killed 250 insurgents.

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Daniel Allyn, Regional
Command-East and Combined Joint Task Force-1
commander, is greeted by U.S. Army Lt. Col. Earl
Higgins, Jr. (right), 1st Battalion, 2nd Infantry
Regiment, commander, before the transfer of
authority ceremony between the 1st and 2nd
Battalions, 2nd Infantry Regiment Jan. 3. (Photo
by Polish Army Capt. Dariusz Guzenda)
Pictured on right; CSM Brian Woodall,
Maj. Gen. Daniel Allyn, LTC Earl Higgins, Jr.

Award Presentations
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2ND BATTALION NEWS
Task Force 2-2 "Ramrods"

3/1 IBCT unveils a brand new memorial at Fort
Knox, KY during a ceremony on 9 March 2012.
The memorial includes stones from each BN
within the BDE with engraved names of the
Soldiers who have given their lives since 2001.
The 2-2 memorial stone is set on the left of the
BDE stone , two stones to the left of the flag. A
special thanks goes out to all of the Sponsors
who help to pay for this memorial.

On 13 March, 2-2 IN BN conducts their
change of command. LTC Alan Streeter, the
former 2-2 IN BN Commander, relinquishes
command to LTC Eric Lopez. The photo
depicts the BN Colors exchanging from LTC
Streeter, on right, to COL Toner, the 3/1 IBCT
Commander, to LTC Lopez, on left.

2-2 IN BN is currently focusing on reset
operations to prepare for the train-up
period. During reset, the Ramrod BN will
reconsolidate Soldiers, equipment, and
systems to get their numbers back up to
100%. During this period, physical training
is also highlighted with sometimes two
physical training sessions a day. The photo
above was taken from a BN PT competition
on 27 April 2012, where thirteen teams of
thirty competed in a circuit of physical
training exercises for the best time.
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2ND INFANTRY REGIMENT VETERANS REUNION
2012
PIGEON FORGE, TN

Pictured above is “Wounded Warrior”, SFC John R. Huff with his wife Andrea and their
daughters; Kaylee, Camryn, and Jillian.
Also pictured above is Larry/Kathy Grzywinski, James Wheatley LTC (ret),
Ron/June Halovanic, Dominic/Diane Mish, and “Wild” Bill/Carol Benson.
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SIXTH ANNUAL 2ND INFANTRY REGIMENT VETERANS’ REUNION
By Juan Santiago with Israel Tames

Just as with the “Field of
Dreams,” the Ramrod’s again proved
that if you hold it they will come!
Ninety-six veterans of the 1st,
2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 2nd
Infantry Regiment and 83 guests
met May 17-20, 2012, in Pigeon
Forge, TN. The total attendance of
179 set another consecutive record,
exceeding last year’s number by over
50, and including many first time
Ramrod attendees.
The majority of attendees
continue to be Vietnam veterans,
and this year there was at least one
from each company (HQ, A, B, C, D)
of the 1st and 2nd Battalions. After
what has become a very spirited
inter-unit competition, it appeared
early Saturday that A/2/2 would
claim the bragging rights. But by the
end of the day, C/1/2 had managed
to edge ahead with a final count of
26 attendees.

This year’s most senior and junior
Ramrods are worthy of special note.
Veterans of WWII: Shorty
Clements (K/3/2), Harry Paylor (K/3/2)
and Dan Bartko (L/3/2). Veterans of the
War on Terror and (most recently)
deployments to Afghanistan: From Ft.
Knox--LTC Alan Streeter (who recently
relinquished command, having led the
battalion during its Afghanistan
deployment), “Wounded Warriors” SFC
Anthony Roszko (A/2/2), SFC John Huff
(D/2/2), and SSG Justin Skotnicki
(A/2/2); From Grafenwoehr, Germany-1SG Peter Baczek (D/1/2), SFC David
Gilmer (D/1/2), and SSG (P) Vicente
Nicola (D/1/2).

The 7th Annual Ramrods’ Reunion
will be held at Pigeon Forge, TN,
May 16-19, 2013.

Reunion Coordinator is
Israel Tamés (C/1/2),
tames25@sbcglobal.net
tel. 210-232-6691/210-239-6404.

Assisting is Juan Santiago (B/2/2),
decoy64to70@aol.com ,
tel. 321-432-8874/321-259-7494.
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SECOND INFANTRY REGIMENT TRIVIA
By Larry Grzywinski, Historian, Second Infantry Regiment Association

For the last several years I have provided, prior to the 1st

2nd Battalion on Thanksgiving Day, 1966.

Joann and I had

nd

worked collaborately to gather the names she notes in the

Infantry as well as the host city of the reunion. I have been able

chapter about that visit. I felt very proud as she told those in

to determine that the only time the regiment was ever in the

attendance that her email communications with me recalling

state of Tennessee was May through July, 1941 during the first

that day as the most fun she’s had in a long time. All in all it was a

Tennessee Maneuvers.

It was during this time that the

good day and I added several more signed volumes to my ever

regiment, the entire 5 Division and numerous other divisions

growing library of personal accounts of war history. I wish to

participated in war games in several counties in central

commend Paul Herbert, Executive Director of the Cantigny First

Tennessee. I look forward to seeing my comrades in arms at the

Division Foundation and excellent staff for providing us with

reunion in Memphis, Tennessee.

these worthwhile programs .

Infantry Division reunion some historical facts about the 2

th

My wife Kathy and I along with our daughter and son-in-law

http://www.firstdivisionmuseum.org/

attended a VIETNAM AUTHORS PANEL on Saturday, May 5th at
the 1st Division Museum at Cantigny in Wheaton, Illinois . The
authors participating in the panel were Mr. Joe Galloway, noted
war journalist and author. BG (ret) James Shelton, operations
officer of the 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry and Ms. Joann Kotcher,
a former Red Cross “Donut Dolly”.

All three authors

passionately spoke on their experiences during the Vietnam
War, which was followed by a question and answer session and a
book signing. It was a great thrill to meet all three authors
particularly Joann and her husband Dave. Joann noted that our
own Bob Fulps provided security for her during her visit to the
http://donutdolly.vpweb.com/

FINANCE REPORT
By Doug Tabb, Treasurer, Second Infantry Regiment Association

Member contributions during this period were not as

The activity since our last report was as follows:

strong as we have experienced during previous years. This
may be due to the impact of the overall economy. Again,
dues are essentially the primary source of income for the
association and historically are paid by new members when
they join. We ask that members please continue to keep

SECOND INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
FINANCE REPORT MAY, 2012
Balance

9/30/2011

$13,155.67

your dues current and should be paid during the month of
September. Dues remain $10.00 for annual membership and

Members Contributions

(Dues & Donations)

350.00

$100.00 for a life membership that includes a certificate
suitable for framing. Income for this period was $350.00

Expenses For Period

while expenses were $1,391.00. Thanks again to all those
members who supported the association through their
generous contributions throughout the year.

Bank Balance

(9/30/2011 thru
4/30/2012)

(1,391.00)

4/30/2012

$12,114.67
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PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE VIETNAM WAR
by CPT Valerie M Palacios

ceremony.
For those of you who cannot make it to Washington, DC,
you can watch it live on The Pentagon Channel, C-SPAN
or a number of national and local news stations.
Greetings Friends of The United States of America
Vietnam War Commemoration,

You can even watch it live, streamed from our website by
visiting: http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/events/the_uni

We are proud to announce the Presidential Proclamation for

ted_states_of_america_vietnam_war_commemoration_

the Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam

national_announcement__proclamation_ceremony/on

War has been released by The White House.

the day of the ceremony.

In addition, a special ceremony hosted by the Secretary of

We would like to thank you all for your support and hope

Defense is scheduled at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in

you have a great Memorial Day weekend.

Washington, DC at 1 p.m. EST on Memorial Day, May 28,
2012.This will mark the beginning of a 13-year,
nationwide program to thank and honor our Vietnam
Veterans.
You can visit our newly designed website
at www.vietnamwar50th.com for all the details on the
event, view the Presidential Proclamation and watch videos
and read stories from recent events.
We hope to see you all at this memorable Memorial Day

Very Respectfully,
CPT Valerie M Palacios
Public Affairs Officer
The United States of America
Vietnam War Commemoration
DoD Office of Commemorations
1401 Wilson Boulevard Suite 400/401
Arlington, VA 22209
www.vietnamwar50th.com
valerie.m.palacios@us.army.mil
Office: 703-696-1490
Cell:
210-273-6114

M EMORIAL D AY
by - C W Johnson

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

We walked among the crosses

I felt a little guilty

Where our fallen soldiers lay.

My sacrifice was small.

And listened to the bugle

I only lost a little time

Bob Douglass

President

As TAPS began to play.

But these men lost their all.

Frank Alessio

Vice-President

The Chaplin led a prayer

Now the services are over

Doug Tabb

Treasurer

We stood with heads bowed low.

For this Memorial Day.

Kathy Grzywinski

Secretary

And I thought of fallen comrades

To the names upon these crosses

Richard Maling

Chaplain

I had known so long ago.

I just want to say,

Larry Grzywinski

Historian

They came from every city

Thanks for what you've given

Maj Gen Richard Anson

Hon. Regiment

Across this fertile land.

No one could ask for more.

That we might live in freedom.

May you rest with God in heaven

SGM Larry Dahle

Hon. Regiment

They lie here 'neath the sand.

From now through evermore.

Jim Leslie

Div. Exec Board
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M E M BE RS P A GE

From Joe Foy 1-2:
Fort Devens Museum needs your help in preserving the
history of the “Black Scarves”.
Please see link below for more information.

Please remember our Active Duty Service Men and
Women, from the “Black Scarves” by sending
packages to:

CSM Brian Woodall
TF 1-2 IN
FOB Andar
APO AE 09311
http://secinfreg.websitetoolbox.com/post/Packagesfor-the-1st-Battalion-5703185

You can also help the
troops by donating your
Cell Phones for Soldiers:

http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/index.php
http://www.fortdevensmuseum.org/

First Infantry Division Reunion
Memphis, Tennessee

1-5 August 2012

http://www.1stid.org/reunion2012info.pdf

Thank You!
We wish to thank everyone who submitted articles, poems and pictures to this issue of the newsletter and
welcome you to share your stories with us. Please feel free to send your articles and pictures to Bob Douglass,
bdouglass1@peoplepc.com or Kathy Grzywinski, kjgrzywinski@gmail.com
The newsletter is published bi-annually - Memorial Day and Veterans Day.
Article deadlines: Fall 2012 Newsletter-October 15, 2012 and Spring 2013 Newsletter-May 1, 2013.

http://www.secinfreg.org/

