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Dear Second Infantry Regiment veterans and friends,
Memorial Day has just been observed by all Americans – most with a day off from work or school, along with family picnics and
sales in stores. Some, however, will have taken the time to attend a ceremony honoring the Servicemen and Servicewomen who
died while on Active Duty in defense of our Nation. Many Americans – especially veterans - will have honored the memory of a
loved one or, the memories of loved ones. Parents will remember sons or daughters. Sons and daughters will remember their
mothers and fathers. Combat veterans will remember comrades, friends with whom they shared everything. Indeed, we
remember the places and times when those friends died. …
It is right and good for us to honor those who made the ultimate sacrifice in our defense; those veterans deserve nothing less than
eternal gratitude and respect.
But what of those who once defended our country and still live? … Do we remember them? They may be enjoying wonderful
lives; but, maybe not.
…. Hopefully, they are mentally and physically active; but, maybe not. … Perhaps, they suffer
infirmities. They may be injured in body or, in mind. Possibly they are confined to a hospital or an assisted living facility. They may
not be blessed with care from loved ones; maybe, they are alone. …. A wise person once told me that it is appropriate to honor
our dead and, that it is more important to honor our loved ones and friends while they live. ….
Please find a way to
communicate with those with whom you served. … Well or not so well, we all need contact with our friends.
In addition to connections with fellow veterans that we can make and maintain on our own, we Ramrod veterans are fortunate to
have two annual opportunities to visit with old and new friends. Every year the Second Infantry Regiment Association sponsors
two reunions. Both are great opportunities for enjoyable family time; each provides a unique opportunity to be with other
veterans.


Our Association reunion at Pigeon Forge, TN (the 2017 event was just completed). In addition to spectacular
natural beauty, Pigeon Forge is a place for “down-home country” fun - just ask Dolly Parton.



Our Second Infantry Regiment “command post” during the annual reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry
Division (this year in Kansas City, MO, 26 – 30 July). The BRO Society reunions are always in or near a city able to
accommodate a large group.

2 – 2 INF is currently engaged in the most demanding force-on-force training exercise under the most realistic conditions that the
Army can devise. The Ramrod Battalion is in the “box” at the Joint Readiness Training
Center at Fort Polk. This exercise provides a thorough evaluation of all echelons. It will
enable the Battalion’s leaders to refine training programs.
…
LTC Aaron Coombs has transitioned command to LTC John T. Newman.
…
I commend LTC Coombs for his wonderful achievements in standing up the Battalion
and, in leading it to combat readiness. I wish him and his family continued happiness
and success as he takes on his new responsibilities as a Senior Observer-Controller
(OC) at the JRTC. … I welcome LTC Newman and his family to the Ramrod Family.
I congratulate him on his command and, I wish him and his soldiers success as they
continue to write the history of the Second Infantry Regiment.
I pledge my full support to the Battalion and him. … NOLI ME TANGERE!
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BOB “FO” DOUGLASS
President, Second Infantry Regiment Association

My Fellow Ramrod and Associate Members:
I hope that this newsletter finds all of you in good health and spirits. Myself I am charged up after our
Reunion at Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Merriam and myself had a great time. I would like to thank Brian Lake,
Chuck and Karen Mundahl as well as Jimmy Riggs for the fine job of putting everything
together as it was another successful Reunion thanks to them. Sadly, we
will be losing Brian due to his moving back to Germany. Good luck to
him and his family. Next year’s coordinators will be Chuck and Karen
with Jimmy, so I know that it will be another fantastic time for everyone.
This year we had quite a few 1st timers. We have two Reunions a year
for the 2nd Infantry Regiment. One that we attend under the umbrella of
the 1st Infantry Division. And the one in Pigeon Forge. What we need to understand is that the 2 nd has
served under many flags lately. 2-2 just served under the 10 th Mountain and now the Texas Guard.
1-2 who has now cased their colors served under the 172 nd Brigade. And this is one of the reasons that
makes Pigeon Forge so important.
On another matter, unfortunately due to some serious health problems I will not be able to attend the
Reunion in Kansas City, as I will be undergoing treatments. Also, I must step down as your President. It
has been one of the greatest opportunities that I have done in my life. During my tenure, I have had the
opportunity to meet the greatest soldiers that any country could ever ask for. From
the highest leaders, down to the privates we have the best that there is anywhere in
the world. With them I made some lifelong friends.
Also, I have been given the opportunity to meet many of ya’ll veterans, the finest
soldiers of our time, and made many new lifelong friends.
The

support

that

I

have

received,

goes

way

above

excellent.

Jim Leslie, Kathy Grzywinski and many more. There was no way that I could have
done anything without you folks . . . definitely heaven sent. As well as the man that
is always kicking me in the britches, my best buddy Don “Top” Olmstead.
The list just goes on and on.
So, my stepping down this means that we will need someone to step up and
unfortunately, Jim Leslie our current Vice President is also unable to continue due to
some personal issues. So, at the Reunion in Kansas City there will be an election for
new officers.

Kathy Grzywinski has agreed to stay on as secretary, membership

chairman and will continue to do the newsletter until her term ends at the annual
meeting in 2018.
We have many, many good folks out there that are more than capable to step up and do this job. Trust
me it is one of the most rewarding jobs that you can ask for. And whoever takes it I will give as much
support as possible. So, I’m asking don't hesitate to step up today.
So, until we meet again either keep your head down, Or move out and draw fire!
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UPDATE ON BATTALION 2/2
LTC JOHN NEWMAN, MAJ SCOTT L. BRANDT
BY 1LT ABRAHAM CASTRO 2-2 IN, 3/10 MTN IBCT, Fort Polk, La.

The Soldiers of 2-2 Infantry Regiment finished 2016 strong by
conducting a twenty-two mile event, a series of platoon level live fire
exercises, and a battalion level live fire exercise. The Ramrod Battalion
continued to train hard in 2017 by starting the year with a company level
live fire exercise, the 10th Mountain Division Mountain Peak exercise, and
the brigades culminating event at the Joint Readiness Training Center. As
always, the Ramrod Battalion continues to carry forward the 2nd Infantry
Regiment’s legacy of excellence in combat.
To celebrate the Ramrod Battalion’s one-year anniversary of its full

Soldiers assigned to 2-2nd IN, 3rd BCT, 10th MNT DIV conducts live fire
rehearsal at Peason Ridge training area, during rotation
17-07 at JRTC

activation at Fort Polk, the battalion conducted its first twenty-two mile
event. All companies completed a twenty-two mile course in 8 hours or
less carrying a minimum of a Soldier’s body armor, assigned weapons,
necessary squad equipment, and an assault pack. All equipment combined
weighed about 45 pounds; the Ramrods eagerly took on the challenge.
Two weeks later, 2-2 IN Ramrod Soldiers conducted and certified a
battalion live fire exercise for Joint Readiness Training Center. The
battalion’s reputation in the brigade earned 2-2 IN the opportunity to be
as a battalion on the exercise.

The Ramrod Battalion successfully

executed a combined arms assault with aviation assets from our fellow
Soldiers in the 36th Infantry Division (Texas National Guard). Other key
elements integrated with 2-2 IN consisted of Scout Recon elements from
3-89 CAV, indirect fire assets from 5-25 FA BN, and engineer assets from
317 BEB. After a successful battalion live fire, the Ramrods entered winter
block leave and welcomed the New Year. To start the year, the infantry
companies began conducting platoon live fires in preparation for the
division’s major training event.

Delta Company, Ramrods’ Heavy Weapons unit, conducts CROWS weapon system training.

the first out of the three light infantry battalions in the brigade to validate

A Soldier assigned to 2-2nd IN, 3rd BCT, 10th MNT DIV conducts live fire
rehearsal at Peason Ridge training area, during rotation 17-07 at JRTC

The major training event last quarter was 10th Mountain Division’s
Mountain Peak exercise that validated the capability and unit systems of
the entire brigade. Mountain Peak was a three-week training exercise that
included countless hours of planning for the battalion staff and 2-2 INs
involvement in a brigade level attack and defense. The major training
highlight of Mountain Peak came during the brigade attack when 2-2 IN
demonstrated its proficiency and lethality while seizing multiple
objectives. During a safety brief after Mountain Peak, LTC Coombs
described the familiar aggressive sound of machine gun fire to which he
knew the battalion, 2-2 IN, had entered the fight on the objective and

2-2 IN Soldiers conducted M2 Machine Gun and MK-19 Grenade
Launcher familiarization training

would seize the objective within two hours. Without fail, 2-2 IN soldiers
led the way onto the objective.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

As of April 2017, 2-2 IN welcomed its new Battalion Commander,
Lieutenant Colonel John Newman, and bid farewell to its former Battalion
Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Aaron Coombs. Thanks to the guidance
and devotion of LTC Coombs, Ramrod Soldiers could stand up 2-2 IN as an
entirely new battalion within 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain
Division and became the “go to” battalion within the brigade. 2-2 IN

16 Ramrods qualified on the M9 Pistol

welcomes its new commander, LTC Newman, and looks forward to his
leadership as the unit prepares for the JRTC culminating training event
and the unit’s future deployment in support of Operation Inherent
Resolve.
Two Ramrod Soldiers graduated Ranger School class 05-17 and
currently attending the Basic Airborne Course at Fort Benning, GA.
Fifty-seven Soldiers are currently enrolled in the battalion’s Ranger
program. One Ramrod Soldier is currently in Ranger School, while five

SSG Stein trained Ramrods on the M240 Bravo as part of
2-2 IN’s Machine Gun Academy

Ramrods wait to enter Ranger class 07-17. The Battalion continues leading
the brigade in Ranger School graduations.
Looking forward, 2-2 IN prepares to finish it culminating training
at the JRTC rotation and continue preparations for the unit’s deployment
in support of Operation Inherent Resolve. The deployment will be 2-2 IN’s
first deployment since its activation in Fort Polk, but it’s not the first time
the Ramrod Battalion has played a role in the Global War on Terrorism.
Unit pride remains strong as the unit looks forward to getting back into

Delta Company receives anti-armor training utilizing the
ITAS/TOW and CLU/Javelin weapon systems

the fight once again. Ramrods, Patriots, Climb to Glory, In Spite of Hell!
For more information and updates on 2nd Battalion 2nd Infantry
Regiment, please visit The Ramrod Page 2-2 Infantry on Facebook
https://facebook.com/ramrod.six.

Current and past members of

2-2 Infantry Regiment Association members are encouraged to follow the
Ramrod Page.
Charlie Company zeroed and qualified on the M249 light
machine gun

Juliet Forward Support Company Soldiers load a UH-60 and CH47 with water, food, and ammo for an aerial resupply

2-2 IN “Ramrods” prepare to conduct Air Assault for brigade
Mountain Peak training exercise

2-2 IN Soldiers conducted training on tactical communications equipment in
order to build capacity of critical skills within the battalion

(Pictures continued on page 5)
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The Ramrods welcome incoming Battalion Commander
LTC Newman, and thank outgoing Battalion Commander
LTC Coombs for his leadership and devotion to 2-2 IN.

Change of Command

Congratulations to newly promoted Staff Sergeant Mathis, and newly promoted Sergeants Garza, Jackson,
Dupree, Delara, Creager, and Yang.

2-2IN conducted Battalion wide Scout selection. Combat water survival, physical fitness, communications
equipment mastery, patrolling, and long range land navigation separated those best suited for the battalion's
elite platoon.

2-2 IN conducted two Company Changes of Responsibility. 1SG Burns took over Charlie Company, from
1SG Pizzoferrato; who took over Headquarters and Headquarters Company from 1SG Boersma.
2-2 IN wishes 1SG Boersma and his family the best as they head off to the Sergeants Major Academy.

In honor of the 209th anniversary of 2nd IN REGT's founding, the Ramrods conducted a ruck march beginning at 2000,
followed by priorities of work that will help by ensuring the continuity of future missions within the battalion.
Ramrods Lead The Way!

54 Ramrod ladies were recognized with an appreciation breakfast and ceremony. Their outstanding
performance and dedication greatly contributed to the success of 2-2 IN's mission. Thank you!

Soldiers of 2-2 IN begin conducting the first of two Ramrod twenty-two miler events, finishing twenty-two miles in less than 8 hours.
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
By Rich Maling, Chaplain, Second Infantry Regiment Association

Isaiah 40: 28-31

Do you not know?
Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
The Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
And His understanding no one can fathom.
He gives strength to the weary
And increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary,
And young men stumble and fall
But those who hope in the Lord
Will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings of eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
They will walk and not be faint.

Pictures and Memorial brochure provided by Wilmer “Bill” Benson
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2017 2D INFANTRY REGIMENT VETERANS REUNION
By Chuck and Karen Mundahl, with Brian Lake and James Riggs, Reunion Coordinators

The reunion was held in Pigeon Forge, TN from
May 18h through May 21st. We had a great turnout this
year.
We ended up with 125 veterans and
their guests. We had about 10 new
attendees this year. What a good
group of guys!! We had 1 WWII
veteran Harry Jack Paylor from
Knoxville, Tenn. We were glad to
have him attend again this year!!
We had a really good time! Good
food, new friends and good conversation. We were
happy to have some musical talent again this year.
Sammy Labastida and his 2 sons played 60’s music and
we had several people singing Karaoke.

The registration for next year’s reunion will be posted on
the 2nd Infantry Regiment website in January of 2018. We
will mail out registration information to those who
attended the 2017 reunion.
Brian Lake and James Riggs hosted the reunion this year.
James Riggs had to cancel at the last minute due to work
commitments so Chuck and I stepped in to help Brian.
James and Brian did a great job organizing the reunion.
Brian Lake is moving to Germany, so will be helping on a
limited basis, so Chuck and I are going to step up and help
James Riggs next year.
Brian Lake and James Riggs would like to thank everyone
who helped make this reunion a fun time. We hope to see
everyone next year.

Next year’s Reunion will again be in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
The dates will be May 17th through May 20th, 2018.

Pictured are members of the First and Second Battalions

(PF Reunion Pics continued on page 8)
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SECOND US INFANTRY REGIMENT TRIVIA
By Larry Grzywinski, Historian, Second Infantry Regiment Association

WORLD WAR I

1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the 1st Infantry Division. The First Expeditionary Division, later designated the 1st Infantry Division,
was constituted on 24 May 1917 and was organized on 8 June 1917 following the US getting involved in World War I. It is a combined
arms division of the United States Army, and is the oldest continuously serving division in the Regular Army.

2D INFANTRY REGIMENT
So where was the 2d IN Regiment during this time? When the war in Europe broke out in July 1914,
the 2d Infantry Regiment had been in Hawaii since 1911. In February 1917 the regiment was
assigned security duty guarding interned German ships and sailors in Honolulu Harbor as well as provost guard of Honolulu. In May 1917 Company I of the regiment was stationed aboard a transport that
took interned Germany sailors to San Francisco. On 18 November 1917, the regiment less
Machine Gun Company and a detachment from Company H turned out for the funeral of Hawaii's
ex-queen Liliuokalani.
In July 1918, the regiment returned to the United States and was assigned to the 19th Division at Camp Dodge, Iowa. During the entire
period in both Hawaii and the United States the regiment was in intense training in anticipation of being sent to Europe and the war ended
just as the regiment was about to deploy. In 1919, the 2nd Infantry was relieved from the 19th Division and resumed as a separate regiment. Since 1815 when the present 2d Infantry Regiment was constitution, World War I is the first conflict that the United States Army has
been involved in that it was not a direct part.

BOOKS
ARTILLERY SCOUT:
THE STORY OF A FORWARD OBSERVER WITH THE U.S. FIELD ARTILLERY IN WORLD WAR I
James Bilder, Finalist- Army Historical Foundation’s Distinguished Writing Award
Pulling from stories shared by his grandfather—an Artillery Scout in France during World War I—
as well as military records and diaries from 33rd Infantry officers, author James Bilder paints a
captivating picture of the life of a soldier on the front line.
Larry is pictured here with author
James Bilder at Cantigny

James Bilder has a B.A. in Journalism from Lewis University and a M.S. from Loyola
University. He is the co-author of A FOOT SOLDIER FOR PATTON with his father, Michael who served
with the 2d IN Regiment.

Medals were earned by Mr. Bilder’s
grandfather in WW1.
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M E M BE RS P A GE

The Vietnam uniform display of the 1st Battalion—Black Scarves by the
Sons of Liberty Military Exhibits, Texas. It is an honor to have a copy of
my book, CALL SIGN DRACULA, as part of this great exhibit.
The photo in the upper right corner under the framed 1st Infantry
insignias is David Peterson who was killed in action on 9 May 1969.
By author Joe Fair
Pictured Left to Right:
Joe Fair with Roger Beeman

Q U A R TE R M A ST E R

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

John Kerins
O r g a n i z a t i o n

2d IN Regiment Assoc.
34 Lawrencia Drive
Trenton, NJ 8648-2028

Phone: 609.896.2108
Email: secinfreg@aol.com
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Ramrods

Reunion

17—20 May 2018
Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
The reunion is open to all who are currently serving or had served in
the Battalions of the 2d Infantry Regiment, their families and guests.
Please check the Website or Facebook page in the future for

2016 - 2018
SECOND US INFANTRY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS

information and to download the registration forms:

On Facebook: 2-2 INF Reunion
http://www.secinfreg.org/events/events.htm
President

Bob “FO” Douglass

Vice-President

Jim Leslie

gripfast@ameritech.net

Treasurer

Karen Mundahl

kmcm01@comcast.net

Secretary/Membership

Kathy Grzywinski

kjgrzywinski@gmail.com

Chaplain

Richard Maling

b_maling@yahoo.com

Historian

Larry Grzywinski

larrygrz@yahoo.com

Hon. Regiment COL

Bill Mullen

bdouglass1@peoplepc.com

James Riggs . . . . . . . . . . jamesriggs@rocketmail.com
Chuck/Karen Mundahl . . . . . . . kmcm01@comcast.net

Society of the First Infantry Division
2017 Reunion

2018 Reunion

Hon. Regiment SGM

Don “Top” Olmstead

Westin Kansas City
Crown Center
July 26-30

Westin Hotel
Lombard, Ill.
Aug. 1-5

Division Exec. Board

Jim Leslie

Communications Of-

John Kerins

WMulleniii@comcast.net
top6roam@cox.net
gripfast@ameritech.net
secinfreg@aol.com

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Larry Aalbers

larryaalbers@comcast.net

Jim Clark

jac.95@mac.com

Jim Holland

Membership Dues

jholl44122@aol.com

Chuck Mundahl

kmcm01@comcast.net

Israel Tamés

tames25@sbcglobal.net

General Membership:
$ 5. per year -or- $25. Life Membership

AD HOC COMMITTEE
Thomas Rehm

Please make checks payable to:

WEB ADMINISTRATOR

“2nd Infantry Regiment Association”
Mail to:

Email:

Kathryn Grzywinski
2832 188th Street
Lansing, IL 60438-3402
kjgrzywinski@gmail.com

Form:
http://www.secinfreg.org/admin/2nd_Inf_Member form (2016Kathy).pdf

tar221130@gmail.com

Bill Stafford

stafford.bill@gmail.com

http://www.secinfreg.org/

Second Infantry Regiment Association
Membership Application and Renewal Form

If renewing, fill out name, address, and any information you wish updated.

Type of Membership:

______ NEW

Membership: Annual dues $ 5.00

Name:

______ RENEWAL

Life membership $ 25.00

_________________________________ Spouse Name: ____________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Phone:

___________________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________
(It is more economical for the Association to communicate electronically.
If you don't have email or if you prefer, all correspondence can be mailed to you.)

I prefer to receive correspondence via:

____ Email

____ US mail

Dates of service with the regiment: _______________________________________________
(If you know the month and year please enter YRMO IE: August 1968 = 6808)

Area (s) of operation i.e. State Side, Normandy, Rhineland, WWII, Vietnam, Germany, Bosnia,
Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan, etc. ___________________________________________________
Battalion

_____ 1

_____ 2

_____ 3

_____ Other

Company _____ A _____ B _____ C _____D _____ HHC
Other unit _____________________________________________

Any information you feel appropriate, such as rank held, medals awarded, or duties performed
during service:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Please mail your form, along with your check made out to:

2d Infantry Regiment Association

c/o Kathryn J. Grzywinski
2832 188th Street
Lansing, IL 60438-3402
Today’s Date: ______________

