
North Milwaukee Ave.
From Logan Square to Belmont Public Meeting #3 Summary

CDOT held the third public meeting on 
Tuesday, December 4, 2018 at Logandale 
Middle School (3212 W. George St., 60618) 
from 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

At the meeting, a pre-recorded presentation provided 

updates on the project’s progress and presented the 

recommended design concepts for the study area. Staff 

members were also available to answer questions and 

provide further detail through visuals displayed on easels 

and tables.

The recommended design concepts for Milwaukee 

Avenue and Logan Square, pedestrian access to/from 

the Square, bicycle access through/around the Square, 

parking changes around the Square, and bus stop 

changes on Milwaukee Avenue were displayed on exhibit 

boards for public review. The meeting also included 

a traffic simulation station to show attendees how 

the traffic would operate around the Square with the 

proposed design. 

Meeting attendees were encouraged to provide their 

feedback on each design concept on a comment sheet. 

For those who were not able to attend, the meeting 

materials and a comment form were available on the 

project website. 
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145
people attended the meeting including

68
written

8
online

Comments received during  
the comment period  Dec 4-Jan 3

Press coverage

Alderman Ramirez-Rosa, staff from 
Alderman Waguespack’s office, and 
members from the press below. 

Community Participation

“Most people...supported the designs 
CDOT chose, citing the improvements 
to safety and access, and the creation 

of new public space”

-Streetsblog Chicago



Milwaukee Avenue
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The recommended concept for Milwaukee Avenue presented at the meeting was to install 
dashed bike lanes, which stripes the existing roadway and maintains parking on both sides.
This concept also includes spot improvements at the Milwaukee/Diversey/Kimball intersection, 

including two new crosswalks to create more direct routes for pedestrians, dedicated right turn 

lanes, bike lane markings through the intersection, bus stop relocation, and signal retiming. The 

Milwaukee/Hamlin/Haussen intersection will also experience improved pedestrian safety and 

traffic operations via a new traffic signal.

Based on technical 

analysis and public 

input, CDOT will proceed 

with the dashed bike 

lane concept as it:

Provides more public 
sidewalk space, to 
use for outdoor public 
activities and events, 
such as sidewalk cafes.

Maintains parking on 
both sides of the street. 

Improves safety 
for pedestrians and 
bicyclists, by installing 
dedicated lanes and  
curb extensions.

While we heard at the second public meeting that some people were supportive 

of the idea to consolidate parking to one side of the street to allow space for 

separated bike lanes, the community also expressed interest in more public space 

for outdoor seating, and businesses along Milwaukee Avenue were very concerned  

about the economic impacts of removing a large amount of on-street parking. 

In addition to those two concerns, there are several other technical challenges 

associated with the separated bike lane concept which led to the decision to 

proceed with the dashed bike lane concept.

Of the 28 comments received 

for Milwaukee Avenue...

13

10

preferred the separated 
bike lanes concept

were supportive 
of the dashed bike 
lanes concept

7 noted that maintaining 
parking on both sides 
made sense

For example

Bicyclists would need to re-enter the 
roadway at bus stops in one direction of 
travel, creating potential conflicts.

Curb extensions could only be added on 
one side of Milwaukee Ave instead  
of two.

An analysis of parking found that there 
were not adequate locations to replace 
the paid parking that would be removed. 

The narrow roadway would reduce  
the ability for drivers to move out  
of the way of emergency vehicles.

Relocating curb lines would create many 
underground utility conflicts, requiring 
extensive utility relocation. 

Buses would need to stop in the travel 
lane in one direction of travel, limiting 
travel times in the corridor to the 
average travel time of buses. 



Logan Square
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The recommended concept for Logan Square presented at the meeting is Concept 4,  
Two-Way, The Bend. This concept realigns Kedzie Avenue west of the CTA station to create  

a new public space to the east, and reroutes Milwaukee Avenue around the north and east sides 

of the Square to create one larger public space.

Of the 71 comments 

received for Logan Square,

39

10

22

were supportive of 
the recommendation

did not support the 
recommendation

did not state a  
clear opinion

COMMON TOPICS

Some of the more common topics described in the comments were as follows:

Traffic flow and operations  

9 comments 

Some people had general concerns 

on the concept of two-way traffic 

or the Kedzie Avenue realignment. 

Three were specifically concerned 

about traffic on Wrightwood 

Avenue, and two people didn’t 

believe the traffic models. Others 

had more general (even citywide) 

traffic concerns. 

CDOT is confident in the traffic 

analysis that was presented at the 

meeting, and expects traffic to 

generally operate smoothly with 

the proposed changes, including 

less congestion on Wrightwood. 

Bicycle routing around the west and/
or south sides of the Square

9 comments

There were several comments 

suggesting that separated bike 

facilities should be placed around the 

outside of the Square instead of the 

inside of the Square to accommodate 

several bike movements (e.g., 

southbound Kedzie Avenue or 

Milwaukee Avenue to southbound 

Kedzie Blvd., northbound Kedzie 

Blvd. to eastbound Logan Blvd.) 

without having to make additional 

street crossings. 

CDOT will investigate these options 

further as detailed design proceeds. 

Based on technical 

analysis and input 

from the public, 

CDOT will proceed 

with Concept 4 as it:

Improves pedestrian 
access

Allows for flexible use  
of public streets  
for special events

Improves traffic 
operations and safety



COMMON TOPICS   continued
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Traffic calming or speed control 
8 comments  

There were several suggestions 

related to controlling traffic speeds 

around the Square, including 

tighter curves, reduced radii at 

intersections, speed tables, and 

street direction changes to prevent 

cut-through traffic. 

The roadways surrounding the 

Square have been designed for 

a speed of 20 MPH, and traffic 

calming elements are contemplated 

In some areas. CDOT understands 

the desire to maintain a slow 

and safe pedestrian environment 

around the Square, and will take 

the additional suggestions into 

consideration as detailed design 

proceeds.

Pedestrian space  
5 comments

Some people were concerned 

about the sidewalk width in 

specific areas or potential  

conflicts with cyclists. 

CDOT will pay special attention to 

these issues during final design in 

order to maintain comfortable and 

safe pedestrian facilities. 

Wayfinding and signage  

7 comments 

Given the proposed change 

from one-way to two-way 

traffic, several people suggested 

additional signage to help drivers 

navigate the area. 

CDOT plans to include guide 

signage in several areas to 

address the comments provided. 

Affordable housing and gentrification  
5 comments

Some people asked about the status 

of the proposed affordable housing 

development on the Emmett Street 

parking lot and how this project will 

affect gentrification.

The goal of this project is to 

improve traffic safety and mobility 

for all roadway users, regardless of 

socioeconomic status. The affordable 

housing development on Emmett 

Street is being coordinated by 

the Department of Planning and 

Development (CDPD). CDOT is 

coordinating with CDPD to ensure 

the Milwaukee Avenue project is 

compatible with that project. 

Wrightwood Avenue crosswalk  
6 comments

Several people were concerned 

about the safety of the crosswalk 

leading from Wrightwood Avenue 

into the Square or the impact that 

it could have on traffic flow. 

Based on experience with 

refuge islands and project traffic 

models, CDOT is confident that 

the proposed refuge island will 

provide adequate opportunities for 

pedestrians to cross the street at 

this location. CDOT will also look 

to incorporate additional signage 

to improve driver yielding behavior 

and safety.

!
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The project team will review all input from 

the public and finalize the conceptual 

design with the Illinois Department of 

Transportation and then proceed into 

detailed design, later in 2019. Consideration 

will be given to traffic control, travel speeds, 

parking and curbside use, use of public 

space, maintenance needs, construction 

impacts, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, 

and other issues along Milwaukee Avenue 

and Logan Square. 

Next Steps

To view the detailed changes for Milwaukee Avenue and Logan Square,  
visit the project website. 

Start of construction is pending  

funding availability. 

http://chicagocompletestreets.org/120418publicmeeting/

