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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

SCHEDULE

The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) will improve
safety and access for students traveling to and from school on
foot, by bike, or on transit by installing targeted improvements
around ten high schools and elementary schools citywide starting
in the summer of 2017. Treatments, which vary by school, include
pedestrian refuge islands, speed feedback signs, sidewalk
rehabilitation, high visibility crosswalk markings, pedestrian
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countdown timers, and other improvements to the public way.

BENEFITS
SAFE CROSSINGS
Shorten pedestrian crossing distances, reduce
exposure to motor vehicle traffic, and increase driver
awareness of people walking.

SAFE SPEEDS
Raise driver awareness of school safety zones and
encourage safe speeds and behaviors.

IMPROVED ACCESSIBILITY
Improve sidewalks and curb ramps for students of all
abilities.
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INCREASED PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Enable students to incorporate healthy activity in
their day by making it safe and comfortable to walk
or bike to school.
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FUNDING
Federal Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ)
Improvement Program.
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PROJECT LOCATIONS
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Amundsen High School
2 Theodore Roosevelt High School
3 Lane Tech College Prep
4 Roberto Clemente Community Academy
5 Faraday Elementary School
6 Marshall Metropolitan High School
7 St. Agatha Catholic Academy
8 Kanoon Elementary Magnet School
9 Kelly High School
10 Harlan Community Academy
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL: SAFE ROUTES TO HIGH SCHOOL
TOOLBOX
A combination of the treatments illustrated below and other infrastructure improvements for students walking and
biking to school will be constructed at each of the ten schools based on identified safety concerns and barriers to
walking and biking.
SAFE CROSSINGS

SAFE SPEEDS

• Crosswalk Visibility Enhancements

High visibility crosswalk markings
and signage such as in-road stop for
pedestrians signs will make drivers
more aware of children crossing.

• Pedestrian Countdown Timers

• Speed Feedback Signs

Increase driver compliance with the

accessible for all pedestrians via
sidewalk repair and improved ADA

• Safety Zone Signage and Stencils

Calm traffic speeds on residential

• Pedestrian Refuge Islands

streets.

Provide children a safe place to

ramps.

• Street Trees

Create a more enjoyable walk for
children by providing shade and a

• Speed Humps

across the street safely.

Ensure sidewalks are safe and

reduced speed limit zone.

speed limits near schools and parks.

remaining to help students get

• Sidewalk Rehabilitation

speed limit and help identify the

Reminds drivers to slow down and obey

Display the amount of time

PEDESTRIAN REALM

buffer from moving traffic.

• Bicycle Racks

Provide additional bicycle parking for

stop at the midpoint of the street

students arriving at school by bike.

before crossing the remaining
distance.

Pedestrian
Countdown Timers

Driver Speed Feedback Sign

Street Trees

Pedestrian Refuge Island

Safety zone stencil

Bicycle Racks

WHAT IS VISION ZERO?
Vision Zero is Chicago’s commitment to eliminating death and serious injury from traffic crashes by 2026. Vision
Zero commits to several principles, most importantly, that traffic crashes are not “accidents,” and that the
tools and technology exist to prevent loss of life. This comprehensive approach to traffic safety is a partnership
between the City, community members, and the private sector to create a transportation system that will better
serve all roadway users.

THREE-YEAR ACTION PLAN GOALS
Reduce death from traffic crashes 20% by 2020.
Reduce serious injury from traffic crashes 35% by 2020.

To get involved or see the plan visit:
VisionZeroChicago.org
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For additional information, please call the Department of Transportation at (312) 744-3600, e-mail
cdotnews@cityofchicago.org or visit www.cityofchicago.org/transportation

