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Executive	Summary	&	Introduction

Executive	Summary
Retained by the City of Chicago Department of Transportation, HNTB 
was tasked with developing a Streetscape Master Plan for the Western 
Avenue and Western Boulevard Corridor between the Western Orange 
Line Station and the 32nd Street/ I-55 Stevenson.  The study area is 
part of the City of Chicago’s Historic Boulevard System.  HNTB worked 
closely with CDOT project managers, Department of Planning and 
Development, and other agencies and stakeholders to develop the 
guidelines provided herewith.  The primary objective of this Master Plan 
is to provide the City of Chicago with a guide for future streetscape 
and right-of-way improvements along the study area corridor. The 
project focus was to make streetscape recommendations for the 
study area, while maintaining the current traffic configuration.  Arising 
within the context of the historic boulevard system, Western offers a 
backdrop suitable for the City’s sustainability initiatives, while providing 
two distinct zones along the corridor, one industrial, and the other 
commercial.  The result is the following plan, aptly titled:  

One Boulevard, Two Streets: The Western Avenue / Western 
Boulevard Streetscape Master Plan.

Introduction	
Western Avenue between 31st Boulevard and 54th Street is paralleled 
by a separate right-of-way named Western Boulevard—the boulevard 
being part of the system of parkways and major parks that ring 
Chicago.  The City boulevard system was designed and constructed 
in the first decade of the 20th century in order to reserve and connect 
park land in the rapidly growing west and south sides of the city.  The 
boulevards connect several major parks—including Humboldt Park, 
Garfield Park, Douglas Park, McKinley Park, and Washington Park—
with landscaped medians and wide parkways.  The Western Avenue/ 
Boulevard section of the boulevard system challenges the standard 
notions of how the parkway and median  interacts with adjacent streets 
and adjoining land as the design of this boulevard corridor includes 
Western Avenue which functions as a major city thoroughfare.
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Western	Avenue
Western Avenue in Chicago is a major traffic arterial designed with 
a minimum of two drive lanes in the north and south direction, with 
additional turn lanes at intersections.  This street layout has greatly 
influenced the land use pattern along Western Avenue, generally 
a mix of commercial uses set on 125 foot lots, interspersed with 
clusters of small lot single-family residential and a growing number 
of multi-family residential / mixed-use buildings.  In the study area, 
Western Avenue is a four lane arterial that is the eastern edge of the 
Brighton Park neighborhood.  

Western	Boulevard
The existing pattern of land use fronting on Western Boulevard 
includes a smattering of light industrial uses such as: factories, 
small manufacturing workshops, and newer big box retail. 
Additionally, there are a few residential uses such as a senior 
housing development, and a few blocks of frame houses. This 
pattern is a departure from most sections of the boulevard system 
where residential uses dominate, fronting onto the landscaped 
street.  In the study area, Western Boulevard is a four lane arterial 
that is the western edge of McKinley Park and Back-of-the-Yards 
neighborhoods.  

Circulation
The Western Avenue/ Boulevard cross-section is based primarily 
on a 100-foot-wide median that lies between Western Avenue to 

Executive	Summary	and	Introduction
the west and Western Boulevard to the east.  The median divides the 
roadway and traffic circulation is set up on the two streets independent 
of each other.  Western Avenue includes its standard two lanes in each 
direction, and Western Boulevard also has two lanes in each direction.  Due 
to the historical configuration of the corridor, the north side of the study 
area utilizes a unique engineered overpass that allows users on Western 
Boulevard to cross over Western Avenue in order to connect to the north 
end of the boulevard system via 31st Boulevard.  

CTA buses operate on the Avenue in both directions and bus shelters are 
located on the parkway and the west side of the median.  The South Damen 
48 bus operates on Western Boulevard, however has no stops, while 
running between 47th Street and the Archer Orange Line Station. There are 
no formal paths or sidewalks down the length of the median, except for an 
older asphalt path that runs along the eastern edge of the median between 
Archer and 35th Street. On the median, the planting pattern is pastoral, 
consisting of lawn and trees. Additionally, there are 15 to 16 foot wide 
parkways on the majority of the Avenue and Boulevard. 

The	Need	for	a	Streetscape	Master	Plan
After many decades passing with little to no new construction in the study 
area, market forces are bringing change to both sides of the boulevard 
corridor in the surrounding neighborhoods of McKinley Park, Brighton Park, 
New City, and Gage Park.  With this in mind, pedestrian walk-ability as 
well as attractive and functional streetscape design is a necessity for the 
community.  Promotion of the streetscape as a vehicle for future economic 

development in the area should be explored.  
With this surge in new development projects comes an opportunity to 
consider improvements to the public realm within the corridor and set 
standards and implementation strategies for reconstructing the streetscape 
along both Western Avenue and Western Boulevard. This plan is designed 
as a framework for future improvements, and as such, it should be viewed 
within in the context of its creation. Upon implementation, it should be 
supplemented with all available best management practices for streetscape 
conditions. The project area should be viewed as a complete system serving 
both the aesthetic considerations of the area, and its functional needs as a 
system including drainage, circulation, maintenance of existing trees, and 
code and standard compliance.

Recent	and	planned	developments	
in	the	corridor	include:	 
 ■ New Residential and Mixed-Use Development: The proposed 

Lexington Homes development with retail and 1,300 dwelling units 
adjacent to the  CTA Orange Line (49th Street) on Western Avenue, a 
mixed-use building at the corner of 40th Street and Western Avenue, 
and two senior housing apartment buildings at between 49th and 48th 
Street on Western Boulevard.

 ■ New Retail Construction: A Home Depot hardware store between 47th 
and 45th Streets on Western Boulevard and a Walgreen’s drug store on 
the southwest corner of 47th Street and Western Avenue.

North
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Program	Requirements	for	the	Streetscape	Master	Plan
The following six goals establish qualities that are desirable for the Western 
Boulevard/Avenue Streetscape. They serve as guiding principles for use in 
directing future improvements along the corridor. 

Safety
 ■ Utilize the existing right of way in a manner that balances the 

needs of vehicular, bus, pedestrian and bicycle circulation, with the 
provision and protection of landscaped areas.

 ■ Protect landscaped areas from vehicular damage.
 ■ Protect pedestrians from swift moving vehicular traffic at crossing 

sites.
 ■ Provide adequate lighting at viaducts and intersections.

Identity
 ■ Unify the aesthetics of the streetscape by establishing a 

comprehensive guide to street lighting, furniture, plantings, and 
other amenity groupings.

 ■ Employ system-wide Boulevard signage and other identity features 
where appropriate.

Usability
 ■ Encourage walking, bicycling, and transit usage along the corridor 

by improving transfer point facilities between different modes of 
travel.

 ■ Discourage the use of the parkway as an area for vehicle storage.

 ■ Encourage the use of the parkway and its development for uses 
such as cafes, bench seating, bicycle parking, and bus stops.

 ■ Provide Complete Streets and appropriate facilities for all users, 
including pedestrians, children, disabled people, and bicyclists.  

Sustainability
 ■ Promote best management practices for storm water management 

and runoff.
 ■ Incorporate dark-sky compliant and white lighting for street and 

pedestrian scale lighting.   
 ■ Seek opportunities to implement sustainable design solutions 

regarding the maintenance of vegetation.
 ■ Respond to land use changes along the corridor and encourage 

continued investment of development.

History
 ■ Conserve the historic boulevard features and its intended aesthetic 

character.
 ■ Encourage restoration and maintenance of historic industrial 

character along Western Boulevard.

Legacy
 ■  Accommodate and cultivate an active street life along the corridor, 

through cafes, benches, interpretive signage, bicycle facilites, and 
art displays.

 ■ Encourage increased appreciation of the pastoral boulevard median.
 ■ Encourage increased appreciation of the industrial heritage.

Relevant	Plans	and	Policies	
Current City of Chicago policies and plans that address the Western 
Boulevard and Avenue area, as well as acts as a guide include the following:
 ■ Street and Site Plan Design Standards, CDOT (2007)
 ■ Western Avenue Corridor Study Pershing Road to 49th Street, DPD (2006)
 ■ Western Avenue Express Bus Facilities and Service Enhancement 

Project, CTA (2005)
 ■ Chicago Zoning and Landscape Ordinance, City of Chicago (2003)
 ■ Streetscape Guidelines for the City of Chicago Streetscape and Urban 

Design Program Western Avenue, CDOT (2003)
 ■ Life Along the Boulevards:  Using Chicago’s Historic Boulevards as 

Catalysts for Neighborhood Revitalization, DPD (1989)
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Program	Requirements	for	the	Streetscape	Master	Plan

Characterizing	the	Streetscape
As illustrated below, the Western Avenue/ Boulevard Streetscape is 
characterized as two streetscapes with uniquely different functions.  In 
order to properly apply the previously stated goals, the character of each 
streetscape must be fully understood.       

WESTERN	AVE
Commercial	/	
Residential	

Characterized	By:
Pavement
Driveways

Wide Parkway
Disrepair 

Unsafe & Unregulated Parking
Pedestrians

Bus Stops
Single Family
2 Flat /  3 Flat

New Multi Family
Mixed Use

1st Floor Commercial
2nd Floor Apartments

WESTERN	BLVD
Industrial	/	
	Few	Residential

Characterized	By:
Truck Access
Few Pedestrians
Few Retail, Restaurants
Few Homes
Large Walls & Screening areas
Large Industrial Buildings
Historic Industrial Charm

ONE	BOULEVARD,	TWO	STREETSCAPES
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Lawn
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throughout

Open Space
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Site	Inventory

From “Life Along the Boulevards,” Appendix, 1989.
The map legend (not shown) identifies buildings filled in black as “architecturally/historically significant structures,” darker gray as “proposed 

landscape plan,” and lighter gray or white as existing conditions.  The proposed concept shows a path in the median from 47th to 49th Street, 
and tree plantings in the medians and parkways.  Note that the map covers only the section from 49th to 43rd Street, and that the rest of 

Western Boulevard is not shown in the document.   

1909 Master Plan “Western Ave. Boul.”  Courtesy of the Chicago Park District

Understanding the Plan

The bar graph below shows the 1909 plan in comparison to the conditions of the streetscape today.  

1909 Plan  2007 Survey

8 ft
7 ft

18 ft
16 ft

38 ft
46 ft

115 ft
100 ft

65 ft
58 ft

240 ft
250 ft Full R-O-W

Avenue*

Median

BLVD Roadway

BLVD Parkway

BLVD Sidewalk
*Note: It is not clear what the western most line on the 1909 drawing refers to.  With this, 
the comparisons to the 1909 Avenue curb and 2007 Survey can not be made.

Historic	Boulevard	Median
The original design intent of the boulevard is informed by the drawing shown above, dated March 
1909. Streetcar tracks are shown going in both directions in the middle of Western Avenue, and 
crossing the corridor on 47th Street.  The original drawing depicts a pastoral planting pattern of 
trees in the median and shows the width being 115 feet, while the current width is 100 feet. Most 
likely, demands for drive lanes increased in the early decades of the boulevard’s existence and 
additional width was added to the roadway, thus taking width from the median. 
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Site	Inventory
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Transit	Connections	and	Traffic	
Configuration
The Western Avenue/ Boulevard corridor is located between the 
Western CTA Orange Line Station and 32nd Street/ I-55 Stevenson 
Expressway.

The traffic circulation schematic diagram shows that the corridor 
is a complex pairing of two roadways and median.  Both Western 
Avenue and Western Boulevard are designed with two lanes in each 
direction.  Turn lanes are located at key intersections such as 34th, 

35th, Archer, Pershing, 43rd, and 47th Street.  Currently, the existing dual 
two-way Avenue and Boulevard traffic flow is to remain in place.  On the 
north end of the corridor Western Boulevard crosses over Western Avenue 
to provide a vehicular connection to the north end of the boulevard system 
via 31st Boulevard.  A more detailed traffic study is required to determine if 
the current alignment is a recommended long-term condition. 
 
Pedestrian access at the Western CTA Orange Line Station is complex with 
one exit onto the sidewalk of Western Avenue, and a main station entrance/ 

exit located in the median of the Boulevard.  Additionally, there are four bus 
lines that serve the study area, the Western 49, the South California 94, the 
47th Street 47, and the South Damen 48 with the circulation patterns as well 
as bus stops shown below.  
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Site	Inventory

North

Zoning,	Special	Districts	and	
General	Land	Use	

A map depicting zoning designations and associated special districts 
applicable to the land along the corridor is shown below. General land 
use includes an abundance of auto oriented services, such as auto repair, 
car washes, and dealerships, planned manufacturing developments, 

and industrial factories. These uses are described in great detail in other 
documents such as the 2006 Western Avenue Corridor Study from the 
Department of Community Development.  

Project Limits
Zoning Data Courtesy of the City of Chicago Department of Zoning, 2009
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Site	Inventory

North

Existing	Physical	Conditions

Twenty three (23) lightpole mounted Boulevard signs are 
located along the length of the corridor. 

Curb cuts and wide driveway aprons are prevalent along 
the corridor and create conflict among pedestrians, 
bicyclists, and vehicles. 

Turf vegetation inside the curb is damaged or gone due to 
salt spray.

Low curb along the length of the median does not 
adequately protect from salt spray and vehicular 
movements.

Lack of walking path creates compacted soil from foot 
traffic, mainly along the inside of the curb.

Water ponds in the interior of the median, and at the curb, 
damaging some species of vegetation.

Turf adjacent to bus shelter locations is damaged or gone.

Tree replacement has not kept pace with aging and storm 
damage of existing trees.

Pastoral design provides few amenities for potential users 
of the open space.

Damage from turning movements of trucks on curbs, 
sidewalk, and median
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Visual analysis of existing challenges

Site	Inventory

Paved Parkway & Sidewalk 
Based on an aerial photo and survey analysis, nearly 37% of the 
parkway length along Western Avenue is taken for curb cuts and 
driveway aprons, other asphalt and concrete paving, bus shelter 
pads, and courtesy walks.

Sidewalks	&	Parkways

The parkway is a major asset for the community, in that it “softens” the 
appearance of Western Avenue. Parkways within the corridor are fairly 
consistent and generous in width and courtesy walks are numerous, 
especially in residential areas. However, sections of the parkway are 
misused and show signs of damage due to neglect and auto oriented uses 
along the length of the corridor. The parkway on Western Boulevard at 
the Avenue/ Boulevard overpass is compromised in width due to the lane 
configurations. Evidence of wheel ruts is very common at intersections, 
indicating a space conflict regarding turning radii for large trucks.

Paving in parkways is evident in front of a number of businesses along 
Western Avenue. Additionally, driveway aprons and bus shelter pads add to 
impervious surfaces. 

Improper use of parkways is evident, including activities such as parking 
and auto retail lots. Private development is required to plant and maintain 
landscaping adjacent and within the parkway, but this has not always been 
the case in practice.

Vegetation damage and poor drainage plagues large areas of the corridor 
parkway. Vegetation is particularly subject to soil compaction from foot 
traffic, salt damage, and drought conditions.  

Deficient infrastructure is evident on side streets adjacent to Western 
Boulevard where there are no curbs or gutters present. As a result, some of 
these have been converted into rudimentary parking areas.  

Inconsistent or isolated recent improvements are evident but provide 
ad-hoc protection to vegetation, such as guard rails, installed to protect the 
median and parkways in a small number of locations. Parkway planting is 
occurring along the corridor, but with varying design solutions.  

Poor or narrow surfaces at viaducts create nearly impassable 
pedestrian conditions on the northern boundary and intimidating pedestrian 
environment to the south. Sidewalk conditions under the viaducts are 
heavily damaged and access to Orange Line station is poor, with narrow 
sidewalks under the viaduct and challenging (un-signalized) access on the 
Boulevard to the median facility at the CTA station and bus turn around. 
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Site	Inventory

Pedestrians and BicyclistsBus and Train Patrons

Users

Commercial Activities Industrial Traffic & Delivery

Uses

Users	and	Uses	

Many different users and uses interact with the available right of 
way on the corridor, providing insights on deficiencies, conflicts, and 
opportunities for a future configuration of user amenities.

Pedestrians are prevalent where a transportation mode change 
occurs:  from foot to transit, from bus to train, bike to transit, and 
from car to foot. Concentrations of pedestrians are found at the 
commercial node at 47th Street and Western Avenue. On the whole, 
the small number of signalized intersections along the corridor allows 
higher traffic speeds and unsafe pedestrian crossing conditions. 
Crossings are relatively safe with signals at 35th, Archer Avenue, 
Pershing Road, 43rd, 45th, and 47th Street; however, streets that 
meet Western Avenue, but do not cross it, lead pedestrians to un-
signalized crossings at Bross Avenue, 33rd, 34th, 34th Place, 35th 
Place, 36th, 40th, 42nd, 44th, 45th Place, 46th, 47th Place, 48th, and 
49th Street.  The general width of both roadways is an impediment 
to walkers, particularly the elderly and disabled who have difficulty 
getting all the way across the intersection before the signal light 
changes.  

Bus Patron safety when crossing Western Avenue is a major 
concern.  The destination for these crossings is frequently to access 
northbound bus stops.  Southbound bus riders typically have 
shelters and adequate amenities.  Northbound riders must cross 
heavy traffic on Western Avenue to access bus stops, many of which 
lack shelters, ADA accessibility, benches, or sidewalks for riders.  In 

addition, it is particularly difficult to access the northbound bus shelters from 
the non-signalized intersections due to their location along the western edge 
of the median. 

CTA ‘L’ Patrons approach the entrance to the Orange Line station from 
the median at 49th Street, where riders must cross Western Avenue or 
Western Boulevard to access the station.  There is no traffic signal at 49th 
Street, however on the Avenue there is one at 49th Place for park and ride 
customers. The park and ride lot is located along Western Avenue adjacent 
to the Orange Line station.  Existing signage for the lot is inadequate.

Bicyclists are afforded no bike-specific facilities along the corridor.  All 
riders observed during field visits were choosing to ride on the sidewalk.  
The Chicagoland Bicycle Map (4th Ed.), indicates that Western Avenue 
and 47th Street in the study area are “recommended” bicycle routes with a 
“medium” rating for cycling conditions.  

Commercial traffic and delivery passes through the Avenue side of the 
corridor to accesses local commercial businesses.  This traffic presents 
challenges to pedestrian and bicyclist safety, as well as damage to roads, 
curbs, and parkways.

Industrial traffic and delivery passes through the Boulevard side of 
corridor to accesses local industrial areas.  This traffic presents challenges 
to pedestrian and bicyclist safety, as well as damage to roads, curbs, and 
parkways.

Buses and Bus Stops are an important part of the Western Avenue 
corridor. The 49 (Western) is one of the most heavily traveled bus 
routes in the city.  Additionally, there are five (5) other bus lines that 
serve this area including two buses via Archer Avenue: Pershing 39 
and Archer 62, south California 94, 47th Street 47, and the South 
Damen 48 which have no direct stops along the corridor except for 
the corners of 47th Street and the Western Orange Line Station 
(excluding South Damen 48).  

Automobile commuters pass through the corridor to destinations 
across the city.  Western Avenue acts as a vital artery in the City and 
many drivers utilize the corridor as a quicker alternative to many of 
the other north –south linkages.  

Parking on Western Avenue is on-street and not metered, with 
considerable availability for local use and residents.  Due to the 
volume and speed of traffic, the Western Avenue parking lane may 
be perceived to be dangerous and the parking lane seems more 
unprotected than similar lanes on other streets.  As a result of this, 
on many blocks along the Avenue, vehicles are parked half on the 
curb or on the parkway.  This contributes to soil compaction, which 
damages the parkway vegetation. In addition, parking is offered 
along the median edge on the Avenue as well as in various locations 
along the Boulevard, but due to the aforementioned conditions this 
amenity is underutilized except for in residential areas.  
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Master	Plan	Objectives

Avenue	Parkway	–	Major	Commercial	Arterial

Like much of the northern half of the Western corridor, this section of 
Western Avenue is auto-oriented with many uses being devoted to auto-
related activities, such as dealerships, car washes, and large parking 
lots.  Over time the parkway has been compromised by intrusions such as 
asphalt paving, curb cuts, parked cars, courtesy walks, and bus shelter 
pads. 

The parking lot and parkway screening associated with the commercial 
and retail uses is substandard and the parkway area is missing significant 
trees. The sidewalk width is typically generous along the Avenue side 
of the corridor, but the condition suffers from age, lack of repair, and 
inconsistent materials.  Pedestrian crossings are defined, but are not easily 
visible to vehicular traffic. Curb cuts and corners are heavily damaged 
from truck movements.  Currently the corridor has at least three different 
styles of aging cobra-head light poles, a variety of building setback and 
signage types, and lacks streetscape elements such as benches and trash 
receptacles along most of its length. 

Objectives:
	

 ■ Encourage vibrant, high use, lively pedestrian and commercial activity.
 ■ Increase perception of value of the street and neighborhood through compliance with the City’s 

Landscape Ordinance.
 ■ Increase environmental performance of Parkway and streetscape through adoption of new city-wide 

Sustainability Initiatives.
 ■ Provide options for use of the parkway and sidewalk by business, such as sidewalk cafes, accommodating 

car sales and repair needs, allowing certain driveway cuts, or loading zones.
 ■ Provide tree planting in compliance with City’s Landscape Ordinance.
 ■ Maintain curbside carriage walk clearance of 18”.
 ■ Maintain a clear 7’ sidewalk minimum; be flexible to accommodate seasonal outdoor cafes.
 ■ Maintain an amenity zone for pedestrian lighting and street furniture but remain flexible with its 

implementation.
 ■ Include bike racks, benches, and trash receptacles; install pedestrian scale lighting and other amenities 

in street improvements.
 ■ Allow developers flexibility for paving the parkway.  
 ■ Require compliance with Landscape Code but allow trees in grates in paved areas.  
 ■ Make engineered soil, root paths, and other best practices in planting and drainage compulsory.
 ■ Remove unused median-side parking lane, replace with raised bike lane.
 ■ Improve lights and lighting along the entire corridor.
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Master	Plan	Objectives

Proposed Avenue Parkway showing updated 
pedestrian amenities, including crosswalks, 
sidewalks, lighting, and cafes.  Boulevard 
identifiers including light pole banners provide 
a sense of place for the surrounding community.  
Appropriate landscaping and hardscape 
treatments are implemented at adjacent land 
uses.         

Existing Conditions
Proposed Conditions
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Master	Plan	Objectives

Boulevard	Parkway	–	Major	Manufacturing	/										
Industrial	Arterial

Contrary to the typical system-wide boulevard conditions on the Western 
corridor, Western Boulevard serves as the truck route, has no regular 
CTA bus service, is utilized chiefly by industrial business traffic, and has 
many industrial buildings of historic character fronting it. The parking lot 
and parkway screening associated with the industrial and retail uses is 
substandard and the parkway area is missing significant trees. The sidewalk 
width is typically a generous seven feet along the Boulevard side of the 
corridor, but the condition suffers from age, lack of repair, and inconsistent 
materials.  Pedestrian crossings are defined, but are not easily visible to 
vehicular traffic. Curb cuts and corners are heavily damaged from truck 
movements.  

Objectives:
	

 ■ Encourage vibrant, safe pedestrian and industrial activity.
 ■ Increase perception of value of the street and neighborhood through compliance with the City’s 

Landscape Ordinance.
 ■ Increase environmental performance of Parkway and streetscape through adoption of new city-wide 

Sustainability Initiatives.
 ■ Provide options for use of the parkway and sidewalk, by accommodating industrial and commercial 

needs, allowing driveway treatments, or loading zones.
 ■ Provide tree planting in compliance with City’s Landscape Ordinance.
 ■ Maintain a clear 7’ sidewalk minimum.
 ■ Maintain an amenity zone for pedestrian lighting and street furniture in high use pedestrian areas, but 

remain flexible with its implementation.
 ■ Include bike racks, benches, and trash receptacles; install pedestrian scale lighting and other amenities 

in street improvements.
 ■ Allow developers flexibility for paving the parkway.  
 ■ Require compliance with Landscape Code but allow trees in grates in paved areas.  
 ■ Make engineered soil, root paths, and other best practices in planting and drainage compulsory.
 ■ Redistribute right-of-way as appropriate to provide adequate width for a raised bike lane along the 

median.
 ■ Improve lights and lighting along the entire corridor.
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Master	Plan	Objectives

Proposed Boulevard Parkway showing updated 
pedestrian amenities, including crosswalks 
and sidewalks.  Boulevard identifiers including 
light pole banners provide a sense of place 
for the surrounding community.  Appropriate 
landscaping and hardscape treatments are 
implemented at adjacent land uses.         

Existing Conditions
Proposed Conditions
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Master	Plan	Objectives

Median

The center median is the signature feature of Western Avenue/ Boulevard.  
The style of the landscaping is considered “pastoral” or having an open 
spatial quality.  This is typically identified with the irregular spacing and 
clustering of trees on an open lawn. Minimal attention is given to understory 
planting such as ornamental trees, shrubs, or perennial beds.  CDOT 
owns and maintains the curbs, walks, and ground level vegetation on the 
median, while the Bureau of Forestry plants and maintains its trees.  While 
other parts of the boulevard system were developed with grand statues, 
monuments, and floral beds, Western Boulevard has remained a lawn with 
trees.  Monuments are typically located at intersections and at turns in the 
boulevard system. It is a goal to maintain this historic pastoral character 
along the median in the future. Currently, there is no path down the length 
of the median; however Life Along the Boulevards suggests the addition of 
one.  Northbound CTA bus stops line the western perimeter of the median. 
Foot traffic from these bus stops is a large factor contributing to the soil 
compaction at the tree roots.  

Both ends of the project area have viaducts interrupting the median.  To 
the south, the CTA Orange Line Western Station defines the southern 
boundary of the corridor.  This provides a major destination for pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic. While the underpass viaduct at I-55 Stevenson at the 
northern terminus provides a physical barrier for the continuation of pastoral 
landscape median, the historic boulevard continues across the Chicago 
River to 31st Boulevard, providing a vital link to the corridor.    

Objectives:
	

 ■ Maintain Pastoral Character
 ■ Increase passive recreational usage
 ■ Increase environmental performance of Median
 ■ Consider ground planting of sedges, rushes, and grasses, eliminating the 

need for weekly mowing.
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Master	Plan	Objectives

Proposed Median showing meandering multi-
use path to serve bus patrons, and connect 
to both sides of the corridor.  Raised bike 
lanes flank both sided of the median providing 
bicyclists connections to all parts of the city.  
Boulevard identifiers including kiosks and light 
pole banners provide a sense of place for the 
surrounding community.  At the Archer Avenue 
intersection, users are greeted by the McKinley 
Park neighborhood with a vibrant gateway 
reminiscent of another era.       

Existing Conditions
Proposed Conditions
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Design	Elements
	
The Master Plan Recommendations are represented by 4 Categories or 
Design Elements: Street and Site Design Standards, Complete Streets, 
Sustainability, and Community Identity.     

Street	and	Site	Design	Standards	
	
Sidewalk, parkway, and carriage walk, courtesy walks, and bus stops 
make up the typical street from curb to right-of-way.  This section of the 
recommendations provides a clear understanding of the important elements 
that should be implemented in the streetscape. 

Complete	Streets
	
Appropriate facilities for all users, including pedestrians, children, disabled 
people, and bicyclists, while balancing the needs with motorists is the main 
goal for the Complete Street recommendations.  In this section, emphasis 
is put on accessibility and safety, with recommendations that encompass all 
modes of transportation along the corridor.  

Sustainability	
	
Implementing sustainable practices into the streetscape is crucial in 
providing a healthy, vibrant, and beautifiul landscape for all users to enjoy.  
This section of the recommendations provides an overview of the City’s 
efforts and how they should be implemented on topics such as energy 
conservation, water efficiency, construction waste and recycling, alternative 
transportation, and reflective and permeable surfaces.  

Community	Identity	
	
In order to properly identify a certain neighborhood or community there must 
be something unique, something that makes a place special.  A Community 
Identity is important in establishing a strong foundation and cultural heritage 
for the surrounding neighborhood(s).  This section of the recommendations 
builds upon the surrounding elements to provide a proper identity for the 
neighborhood.
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Existing	Conditions
	
The design area consists of the two roadways and central median from one 
ROW to the other.  Within this existing physical frame and function, specific 
design components have been developed and identified in this plan.     

WESTERN AVENUE WESTERN BOULEVARD
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Carriage Walk

Permeable Paving

Updated Bus Stop

Updated Cross-Walk

Gateway 2000 Light

Streetwall

Single Acorn Light

Planted Parkway

Street	and	Site	Design	
Standards
	
Sidewalk, parkway, and carriage walk, courtesy 
walks, and bus stops make up the typical street 
from curb to right-of-way.  Western Avenue and 
Western Boulevard are markedly different in 
character and use.  This design addresses the 
needs of both, while linking them together with the 
common themes of Trees and Grass, consistent 
with the historic boulevard.

The east side of the Boulevard is overwhelmingly 
industrial with some residential and commercial 
areas.  There are isolated areas of on-street 
parking permitted adjacent to residential and 
commercial buildings.  Trucks regularly travel up 
and down the boulevard servicing the adjacent 
uses.

Overview of Recommendations 
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Master	Plan	Recommendations
Street and Site Design Standards Continued

Typical Avenue Section

1

1

2
3

3

4

45
5

Light offset - Min 3 ft off face of curb or behind carriage walk 
Tree offset - Min 3 ft off face of curb or behind carriage walk
Carriage Walk -  18 in from back of curb
Parkway - Varies (13 - 16 ft)
Sidewalk - Min 6 ft Typical 

Western Avenue

R
O

W

2

	 Avenue	Parkway	and	Sidewalk
	

 ■ Bring all ramps, driveways, and sidewalks into ADA compliance
 ■ Remove all non-compliant paving in the parkway
 ■ Bring all adjacent parking lots into compliance with the Landscape 

Ordinance
 ■ Maintain and increase grass lawn parkway areas and provide all 

required street trees
 ■ Provide new ADA compliant sidewalk the entire length of project, 

including under all viaducts
 ■ Provide metal halide, white lighting under all viaducts along the 

corridor
 ■ Add new Chicago 2000 Gateway fixtures and single acorn 

pedestrian lights in parkway
 ■ Reconstruct curb to an average height of 6 inches minimum
 ■ Provide an 18 inch from back of curb carriage walk and adequate 

courtesy walks
 ■ Provide special paving in certain areas, such as bump-outs and 

bus stops to create unity in the streetscape 
 ■ Bring all bus stops into “ideal” standard as described in the 

Chicago Street and Site Plan Design Guidelines
 ■ Allow developers flexibility, such as hardscape parkway options, 

subject to the provision of engineered soil and tree grates for street 
trees
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

	 Boulevard	Parkway	and	Sidewalk

 ■ Bring all ramps, driveways, and sidewalks into ADA compliance
 ■ Remove all non-compliant paving in the parkway
 ■ Bring all adjacent parking and out-lot areas into compliance with 

the Landscape Ordinance
 ■ Maintain and increase grass lawn parkway areas and provide all 

required street trees
 ■ Provide new ADA compliant sidewalk the entire length of project, 

including under all viaducts
 ■ Provide metal halide, white lighting under all viaducts along the 

corridor
 ■ Add new Chicago 2000 Gateway fixtures and single acorn 

pedestrian lights in parkway
 ■ Reconstruct curb to an average height of 6 inches minimum
 ■ No carriage walk appears necessary, nor do courtesy walks except 

in residential and high traffic  areas
 ■ Provide special paving in certain areas, such as bump-outs and 

bus stops to create unity in the streetscape 
 ■ Bring all bus stops into “ideal” standard as described in the 

Chicago Street and Site Plan Design Guidelines
 ■ Allow developers flexibility, such as hardscape parkway options, 

subject to the provision of engineered soil and tree grates for street 
trees

Typical Boulevard Section

1

1 4

23

5

2
3
4
5

Light offset - Min 3 ft off face of curb or behind carriage walk 
Tree offset - Min 3 ft off face of curb or behind carriage walk
Carriage Walk -  No carriage walk except in residential areas  
Parkway - Varies (13 - 16 ft)
Sidewalk - 6 ft Typ Western Boulevard

R
O

W

Street and Site Design Standards Continued
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Typical Median Section

1
2
3
4
5

523425

6

1

6

Tree offset (curb) - Min 6 ft off face of curb 
Tree planting zone
Tree offset (path) - Min 5 ft from edge of path
Path - 6 ft wide min
Light offset - Min 3 ft off face of curb 
Boulevard Sign

Western Avenue Western Boulevard

	 Median

 ■ Remove any unutilized existing paving
 ■ Maintain and increase the health of the lawn through slit seeding, 

aerating and regular maintenance
 ■ Maintain the existing trees and increase replanting program to 

ensure the pastoral character of the median will be maintained 
long-term

 ■ Provide a median path
 ■ Provide adequate connections to bus stops and crosswalks for 

pedestrians

 ■ Provide new ADA compliant ramps at all crosswalks connecting to the 
median

 ■ Bring all bus stops into “ideal” standard as described in the Chicago Street 
and Site Plan Design Guidelines

 ■ Add new Chicago 2000 Gateway fixtures per Street and Site Plan Design 
Guidelines with boulevard banners on the Boulevard side of the median 

 ■ Reconstruct curb to an average height of nine (9”) inches minimum
 ■ No courtesy walk is recommended

Street and Site Design Standards Continued
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Layout	Diagram

Appprox. 90’ 
Existing Spacing

ba

a

Appprox. 90’ 
Existing Spacing

a

c

WESTERN AVENUE

WESTERN BOULEVARD

	 Streetscape	Lighting	

 ■ All lighting is to be white light to increase visibility and safety with 
dark sky compliant fixtures with lower watts

 ■ Provide metal halide, white lighting under all viaducts along the 
corridor

 ■ Add new Chicago 2000 Gateway fixtures and single acorn 
pedestrian lights in parkway per the Street and Site Plan Design 
Standards

Single AcornGateway 2000

Metal Halide Lighting at Viaducts

Gateway 2000 w/ Blvd Sign

Street and Site Design Standards Continued

A B C
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	 Bus	Stops

As a City-wide standard, bus stop locations are regulated by the 
Chicago Transit Authority in conjunction with other City agencies.  
Future implementation of the Master Plan Recommendations should 
take into consideration the relocation of bus stops from near to far 
side stops or any other planned bus stop construction.

 ■ Bring all bus stops into “ideal” standard as described in the 
Chicago Street and Site Plan Design Guidelines 

 ■ Provide special paving such as permeable pavers at bus stops to 
create unity in the streetscape 

Master	Plan	Recommendations

Parkway	Side

Median	Side

Near Side  Bus Stop Far Side  Bus Stop

Near Side Bus Stop Far Side  Bus Stop

Western AvenueWestern Avenue

Western AvenueWestern Avenue

Street and Site Design Standards Continued
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

International Style Crosswalk with Identity Motif

Crosswalk Treatment- Dura Therm

	 Crosswalks

 ■ Provide new ADA compliant ramps at all crosswalk locations 
 ■ Recommend countdown pedestrian signals and ADA compliant 

signals, especially at key intersections
 ■ Provide International Style crosswalk at all pedestrian crossings 

along the corridor
 ■ At key intersections and residential side streets incorporate identity 

motif in crosswalk for maximum visibility and safety for all users

Complete	Streets

There are messages sent by roadway design that 
can make it clear to all users they need to share the 
public way.  Good physical design and adequate 
traffic law enforcement make for safe streets.  A 
large component of street design is balancing 
the needs of motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists.  
The Western Avenue/ Boulevard corridor is a 
prime candidate for the application the Complete 
Streets policy of Chicago’s Safe Streets initiatives.  
This plan incorporates many of these design 
recommendations, including crosswalks, bump-
outs, pedestrian refuge islands, and bike lanes.

Let’s keep Chicago safe for
motorists, pedestrians and bicyclists.

City of Chicago    Richard M. Daley    Mayor

www.integratedpaving.com
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Master	Plan	Recommendations
Complete Streets Continued

Avenue

R2R1

Avenue

R1R2

Avenue

R1R1

C
ross - S

treet

Boulevard

R3R3

Avenue

R3 R3

	 Bulb-outs	&	Bump-outs

Bulb-outs or bump-outs are an accepted means for reducing traffic 
speed, reducing unprotected pedestrian crossing time, and increas-
ing intersection visibility for all users.  The project area was studied 
for good locations for this treatment.  It has been determined that 
residential streets as they approach or depart the Boulevard or Av-
enue are the most appropriate locations.  No bulb-outs or bump-outs 
are recommended on the Boulevard or Median proper, nor on the 
streets as they cross the median.

There are three typical conditions indicated, each associated with 
vehicular movement ingress and egress.  Two of the conditions are 
one-way, allowing the pavement width to be reduced to sixteen feet.  
The two-way streets have a narrowest width of twenty-two feet.  All 
intersections where bump-outs are feasible have no impact to legal 
parking spaces. 

Recommended locations on the Avenue side:
42nd, 43rd, 44th, 45th, 45th Pl, 46th, 46th Pl, 47th Pl

Recommended locations on the Boulevard side:
35th Pl, 42nd Pl, 47th Pl

A

C

B

D

R1 = 15’;  R2 = 6’;  R3 = 10’

Key
The sections to the right show four typical intersections:  

Typical Two-Way Residential Street Intersection

Typical One-Way Outbound Residential Street Intersection

Typical One-Way Approaching Residential Street 
Intersection

Typical Street Crossing Median

A

B

C

D
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Pedestrian Refuge Island - 42nd Street

Master	Plan	Recommendations

8 ft

International
Style Crosswalk

Planted Median

Complete Streets Continued

	 Pedestrian	Refuge	Islands

 ■ Pedestrian refuge islands when possible, but limit to key 
intersections 

 ■ Reduce traffic lane width especially along Western Avenue
 ■ Recommend countdown pedestrian signals and ADA-compliant 

signals
 ■ Increase visibility of pedestrian crossing locations

The Alderman requested a study be done of the 42nd Street 
intersection.  Recommendations from that report, Multi-way Stop 
Request at Western Avenue and 42nd Street, January 15, 2008, 
have been adapted to 42nd Street and other intersections within 
the study area.  Pursuant to the report’s recommendations, the 
corridor was reviewed for opportunities to add a median refuge 
in areas where the left turn lane is not necessary due to one-way 
streets.  

Recommended locations on the Avenue side:
42nd, 46th

Recommended locations on the Boulevard side:
Near 47th (Home Depot)

Other Recommended locations: 
Near Western CTA Orange Line Station where feasible
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Pedestrian Crossing with International 
Style Crosswalk and Rapid Flash 
Beacons

CTA Orange Line Station

Master	Plan	Recommendations

	 CTA	Orange	Line	Station	Crossing

Pedestrians converging on the Western CTA Orange Line Station at 49th 
have many choices for crossing, but only one choice is currently adequate.  
Though there is a signalized intersection along the Avenue at the Park and 
Ride entrance and 49th, there is no such signal along the Boulevard side.  
Jersey barriers have been employed to protect the pedestrian way from the 
roadway and minimize jay-walking.  Under the viaduct, there is some limited 
visibility and the roadway is narrow.

This plan recommends that future studies should investigate the need 
for an additional signal along Western Boulevard as well as a median 
barrier or refuge island at one or more crossing locations.  A traffic study 
is recommended prior to implementation of this Master Plan to accurately 
asses the competing needs of the traffic, pedestrians, and busses accessing 
the station.  

In the meantime, the area under the viaduct could be enhanced with:
 ■ Rapid flash beacons
 ■ Metal halide, white lighting under the viaduct
 ■ Decorative handrails to replace Jersey and other utilitarian barriers
 ■ Enhanced crosswalk pavement markings including International Style and 

custom theme applications such as Dura Therm

Complete Streets Continued
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Master	Plan	Recommendations
Complete Streets Continued
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	 Bike	Lanes

Western Boulevard is indicated as a recommended bike route 
on the Chicago Bike map.  The City expressed a clear desire 
to provide bike lanes within the roadway, preferably raised, in 
accordance with the Chicago Bike 2015 goals.  However, the 
Master Plan explored 3 unique bike lane alternatives, including on-
street marked, raised median edge, and in median - shared path.  

Typical	On-Street	Marked	Bike	Lane	
Configuration

One alternative under consideration is the “on-street-
striped marked option.” It consists of both northbound and 
southbound bikers routed onto Western Avenue.  This 
configuration will require the use of shared bike lane marking 
and may require the removal of some of the median in order 
to achieve adequate width for bikes.  It routes bikes on the 

Avenue, which is not a recommended route in other areas.  
It also puts bikes in typical conflicts with the busses and 
parked cars along the west side of the Avenue.  It is likely 
that some median area will have to be utilized if this is the 
chosen routing.  Refer to chart to the left and diagram above.

57-58’ Average Width
Lane Breakdown
7’ Parking
5’ Bike (SB)
4-11’ Travel (NB+SB)
5’ Bike (NB)
__________________
61’ Needed for proper 
lane widths

*Still need 3-4’ of right-
of-way to work

WESTERN AVENUE

MEDIAN

Raised Bike Lane  As suggested in the “Bike 2015 Plan” - City of Chicago.  
“Raised bike lanes have a slightly raised edge to prevent motorists from 
driving in the lane, protecting bicyclists from fast-moving traffic” 
(Bike 2015 Plan, pg. 10).

Source: City of Chicago: Bike 2015 Plan

Bike Lane Options Pros Cons
On-Street Marked • Follows Standards

• Construction Cost
• Maintenance Cost

• Bike Safety
• Traffic Conflicts
• Insufficient Width

Raised Median Edge • Separated From Traffic
• Higher Visibility
• Safety Enhancements

• Transitions 
• 6’ Pkwy Loss on Blvd
• Construction Cost

In Median - Shared Path • Separated From Traffic
• Good For Novice
• Recreation Connection

• Against Standards
• Pedestrian Safety
• Transitions
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

WESTERN AVENUE

21’ 8’ 11’ 11’ 11’ 11’ 6’

Parking SB Lanes NB Lanes NB Bike Lane

WESTERN BOULEVARD

24’11’ 10’ 11’10’6’
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Complete Streets Continued	 Raised	Bike	Lane	Along	Median	Edge
 Preferred Option

After significant study, the design team established that the preferred 
way to achieve the goals was to run the bike lane adjacent to the 
median edge north-bound on the Avenue side, and south-bound on 
the Boulevard side.  This configuration is called the “Median Edge” 
option.  By routing in this manner, almost all bus-bike conflicts are 
eliminated, and many bike-cross street traffic conflicts are elimi-
nated.  Additionally, there are no bike conflicts with on-street parking 
areas.  This configuration, though maintaining full median width, will 
require the reduction of the Western Boulevard Parkway of approxi-
mately 6’.  If the lanes are flush to road level, the snow removal will 
be accomplished within normal maintenance practice.  

BIKE BOX - 
Regulated Safety Area for Bicycle Riders 
to Wait for Signal to Proceed

DIRECTIONAL CHANGE / RIGHT 
TURN -
Start at Bike Box on Western then Pro-
ceed to Bike Box on Cross Street, wait 
for Signal, then Proceed right along route 
OR go straight along Cross Street

LEFT TURN - 
Start at Bike Box on Western then Pro-
ceed to Bike Box on Cross Street, wait 
for Signal, then Proceed along route

N

0  10            20                             40

Scale: 1” = 20’

Western Avenue
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Western BoulevardMedian

TURNING DIAGRAMS - Bike Lanes

DRAFT - For Discussion Only - 02.25.08

Bicycle Turning Diagram
“Bike Box” as alternative safety feature

Corridor Cross Section with Raised Bike Lanes Along Median Edge

www.bikeportland.org
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Sustainability

The City is in the process of piloting many “green” 
initiatives.  There are no policies or standards in place 
at the time of this Master Plan.  That said, there is clear 
intention by the City and CDOT to pursue green initiatives.  
It is, therefore, the recommendation of this report that 
sustainable design components be incorporated into 
future implementation strategies. 

Considerations for sustainability not only include carbon 
recapture opportunities and storm water BMPS, but also 
include maintenance methods.  For example, it may be 
desirable in the future to reduce the amount of mowing 
required in the medians.  Planting native sedge, rush, and 
grasses, rather than turf in some median areas would be a 
likely alternative recommendation.

Stormwater capture and cleaning and groundwater 
recharge techniques may be implemented along the 
curblines and in the parkway at some future time.  Even if 
the water quality is low, stormwater kept from the sewers 
would be a significant source of groundwater to adjacent 
plantings therefore increasing the health and vigor of 
parkway trees.

Many options exist for future investigation.  This Master 
Plan recommends  sustainability and green initiatives 
become a priority to be studied for implementation in the 
future design efforts. The graphic above describes in more detail efforts 

the City is taking in sustainable streetscapes.  
Some topics covered include energy conservation, 
water efficiency, construction waste and recycling, 
alternative transportation, and reflective and 
permeable surfaces.  
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Existing Art Deco Street Light Base
 ■ Designed as part of the original bridge across the 

Chicago River and integrated as far south as the 
Ave/ Blvd

Community identifiers can be incorporated in 
a variety of location within the streetscape, 
including:
 
 ■ Community Gateway(s)
 ■ Community banners on street lights
 ■ Lighting design 
 ■ Hardscape surfaces
 ■ Precast barrier walls
 ■ Enhanced crosswalk surfaces 
 ■ Metal and iron work
 ■ Site amenities and furnishings

Inspiration Application

A
Vertical lines represent the strong 
foundation the community is built upon

B Arched lines represent the energy 
that radiates from the members of the 
community

C
Angled lines represent arms of the 
people supporting one another

Community	Identity

Examples of how the design motif can be 
incorporated into streetscape elements, such as 
lighting, sidewalks, and crosswalks.   

A

B

C

What makes the design significant for the community?
 ■ The design provides an identity for the community that is unique to its 

surroundings
 ■ The design expresses the important  characteristics that make a great 

community:

A strong FOUNDATION and CULTURAL HERITAGE
Vivacious ENERGY that broadcasts throughout the neighborhood
Ability and motivation to SUPPORT each other

Design Concept
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Short	and	Long	Term	Improvements

Short Term Improvements
 ■ 42nd Street pedestrian refuge island* 
 ■ Upgrade signals with pedestrian countdown timers including 

rapid flash beacons at key intersections
 ■ Develop gateway identity marker and pocket park at Archer 

Avenue*
 ■ Bus stop improvements
 ■ Median (permeable pavement) pedestrian path*
 ■ Cul-de-sac at 33rd Street
 ■ Pedestrian crosswalk markings at all intersections
 ■ Pedestrian underpass enhancements at Pershing Road 

viaduct*
 ■ Pedestrian underpass enhancements at Western CTA Orange 

Line Station

Long Term Improvements
 ■ Roadway realignment
 ■ Street lighting
 ■ Raised bicycle lanes

42nd Street pedestrian 
refuge island

Median 
pedestrian path

Bus stop 
improvements*	 Improvements indicated are top priority for 

the neighborhood
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Master	Plan	Recommendations

Pedestrian underpass 
enhancements at 
Pershing Road viaduct

Pedestrian crosswalk 
markings at all 
intersections

Develop gateway identity 
marker and pocket park 
at Archer Avenue

Note: Plan shown is only a 
representational section of 
the corridor, full length is not 
represented
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ANALYSIS AREA 1
PREFERRED BIKE LANE OPTION 

WIDTH

ANALYSIS AREA 3
ARCHER AVENUE GATEWAY

ANALYSIS AREA 2
WESTERN AVENUE/ BOULEVARD 

OVERPASS

ANALYSIS AREA 4
PERSHING ROAD VIADUCT

Introduction

During the design phase of the Master Plan, the project team was assigned 
several analysis tasks.  Several alternatives were discussed with the project 
team concluding with preferred option(s) for each Analysis Area.  Analysis 
Areas include Bike Lane Options, Western Avenue/ Boulevard Overpass, 
Archer Avenue Gateway, and the Pershing Road Viaduct.

Alternatives	Analysis
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Analysis	Area	1:	
Preferred Bike Lane Option Width
As the preferred alternative, the bike lane along the median 
presents an issue in regard to providing enough bike lane width on 
the Boulevard side.  Two alternatives are illustrated in the section 
diagrams below.  One illustrates the removal six (6’) feet of median 

from the west side of the Boulevard, while the other illustrates 
the removal of six (6’) feet of parkway from the east side of the 
Boulevard in order to provide enough lane width for the raised bike 
lane along the median. 

Alternatives	Analysis
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53’ 6’ 6’95-100’ 44’

Western Boulevard

6’ Removed 
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Alternatives	Analysis

No Trucks Truck Route

North

Western Boulevard

Western Boulevard Western Avenue

Western Avenue

34
th

 P
la

ce

35
th

 S
tr

ee
t

34
th

 S
tr

ee
t

Artesian Ave

Claremont Ave

33
rd

 S
tr

ee
t Bross Ave

Bross Ave

Chicago River

31st Boulevard

31st Street

Stevenson I-55

Ex. NB Primary Route

Ex. NB Connection

Ex. SB Primary Route

Ex. SB Connection

Switch	Street	
Designations

Legend
Proposed Simplified 
Roadway Configuration

Visual Conflict Areas

Unclear Lane Markings

Fixed Infrastructure

1”=200’

1

2

Existing Bridge
 ■ Control point for horizontal and vertical alignment if kept in current configuration

 ■ Recommend maintaining lane configuration as-is with no bridge reconstruction 

Rail Road Viaduct
 ■ Control point for horizontal and vertical alignment

 ■ Limited realignment opportunities base on placement of underpass entry points

I-55 Stevenson Overpass
 ■ Control point for horizontal and vertical alignment

Infrastructure Constraints:
1

2

3

3

NB BLVD-AVE
Connector

Ex. Key Truck 
Access Location

Western Avenue (Frontage Road)

Analysis	Area	2:	
Western Avenue/ Boulevard Overpass

Figure 1:	Frontage Road - Truck Turning Radii 

Frontage Road

Typ. Ex. Truck Path

NB Access Road

Western Boulevard

33
rd

 S
tr

ee
t

Bross Ave

Western Avenue

Proposed Realignment Option II

Proposed Realignment Option II
Note:
Trucks are already constrained  
in existing alignment. Moving 
alignment west, eliminates truck 
access to NB Western

Opportunities:
 ■ Simplified roadway configuration
 ■ Reduce conflicts from visual 

obstructions
 ■ Reduce decision points for all 

users
 ■ Reduce unclear traffic lane 

markings 
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Alternatives	Analysis

Boat Launch Ingress/ Egress
 ■ Full access required, including trucks
 ■ Right in/ right out likely recommended due to probable sight 

distance to north and south between Western and launch
 ■ Grade differential may be constraint 

Oil Company Ingress/ Egress
 ■ Full access required, including trucks
 ■ Right in/ right out likely recommended due to probable sight 

distance to south
 ■ Grade differential may be constraint

IDOT/ I-55 Yard Ingress/ Egress
 ■ Full access required, including trucks
 ■ Right in/ right out likely recommended due to probable sight 

distance to south
 ■ Grade differential may be constraint

Townhouse Ingress/ Egress
 ■ Right in/ right out likely recommended due to probable sight 

distance to north and south
 ■ Grade differential minimal

Bross Avenue
 ■ Access to Western with connection through median
 ■ Trucks may utilize Bross to access Artesian Avenue business

Alley
 ■ No access to Western required, may be eliminated 
 ■ Serves residences

Frontage Road
 ■ Eliminate this full access point with roadway realignment 

34th Street
 ■ Full access required to and from Western
 ■ All movements

Business Entrance
 ■ Existing configuration to remain

Utility Access
 ■ Existing configuration to remain

33rd Street
 ■ Eliminate access to Western per CDOT request, abandon 

ROW to Claremont, cul-de-sac or create park space

34th Street
 ■ Maintain as existing, one-way east-bound

1

1

9

10

11

12

234

5

5

5

6

7
8

2

3

4

5

6

8

7

9

10

11

12

Alignment	Recommendations:
Existing Bridge over Chicago River
 ■ Meet existing horizontal and vertical alignment

Rail Road Viaduct
 ■ Realign west arterial so south bound is along existing S. Western 

(Frontage Rd)

 ■ Realign west arterial so north bound is in existing south bound alignment
 ■ East arterial is maintained as existing

Stevenson I-55
 ■ Realign west arterial so south bound is along existing S. Western frontage
 ■ Realign west arterial so north bound is in existing south bound alignment
 ■ East arterial is maintained as existing

1A
1C

1B

1A
Western Boulevard

Western Avenue

34
th

 P
la

ce

35
th

 S
tr

ee
t

34
th

 S
tr

ee
t

33
rd

 S
tr

ee
t Bross Ave

Bross Ave

Chicago River

31st Boulevard

31st Street

Stevenson I-55

Accessibility	Recommendations:

1B1C

North

1”=250’

Opportunities	&	Goals	Achieved: 
 ■ Provide direct access to key destinations west of 

Western

 ■ Maintain existing direct access for all other locations

 ■ Simplify traffic patterns

 ■ Increase safety for all users by reducing 
approaching street crossing distances

 ■ Increase open space/ Reduce pavement

 ■ Increase bike safety

 ■ Opportunity for continuously striped bike lane

Artesian Ave

Claremont Ave

*From 35th Street to Stevenson I-55

Analysis	Area	2:	
Western Avenue/ Boulevard Overpass Preferred Option

Non-Paved	Surface/	Open	Space*	

Existing Conditions
2.7 Acres

Proposed Conditions
3.9 Acres

NB Primary Route

SB Primary Route

Legend
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During the design phase of the Master Plan, the project 
team was assigned with developing several alternatives 
for a community gateway and pocket park at Archer 
Avenue for the McKinley Park neighborhood.  Several 
of the options incorporate the Art Deco design motif 
explained in more detail in the Community Identity page 
of the Master Plan Recommendations chapter.    

Alternatives	Analysis

Analysis	Area	3:	
Archer Avenue Gateway Identity

Option	1:	McKinley Park

Western Avenue

Western Boulevard

Archer Avenue
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Alternatives	Analysis

Analysis	Area	3:	
Archer Avenue Gateway Identity

Option	2:	Art Deco

Western Avenue

Western Boulevard

Archer Avenue
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Alternatives	Analysis

Analysis	Area	3:	
Archer Avenue Gateway Identity

Option	3:	Optional Style

Western Avenue

Western Boulevard

Archer Avenue
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Alternatives	Analysis

Analysis	Area	3:	
Archer Avenue Gateway Identity

Option	4:	Historic Boulevard

Western Avenue

Western Boulevard

Archer Avenue
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Alternatives	Analysis

During the design phase of the Master Plan, the project team 
was assigned with developing alternatives for the Pershing Road 
Viaduct underpass.  Key elements include updated pedestrian 
sidewalks, metal halide white lighting, and incorporated identity 
features.  The main identity feature incorporated in the viaduct 
alternative is a free standing element developed from the Art Deco 
design motif explained in more detail in the Community Identity 
page of the Master Plan Recommendations chapter.  The free 
standing element contributes to a more vibrant, easier to navigate 
viaduct for all users.          

Analysis	Area	4:	
Pershing Road Viaduct
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