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From the Pastor:

Calendar

Well as I try to settle into my new call to be your Transitional
Pastor, I have a question for each one of you. As you reflect on
your church family, what brings you joy in your church life and
what are your burdens? I have come to increase your joy and to
ease your burdens. Joy is essential in the life of faith. Too often
we hear about burdens that lead to burn out. Yet, our life of faith
should always be joyous, even our burdens. Jesus said, “Come
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
(Matthew 11:28-30)
All too often, church work and church life can become a heavy
burden. But this should not be. So as we journey together, let us
have fun along the way.
In the Westminster Shorter Catechism, question 1 affirms this
truth:
Q.1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to
enjoy him forever.
Let us enjoy our life of faith.
In Christ,
Rev’d Bill
P.S. JOY IS NEVER BORING!

 May 1—Knit Wits
 May 2—Morning Glories
 May 5—Church School & Worship with
Communion

 May 5—Deacons meeting
 May 7—Pastor Nominating meeting
 May 12—Church School & Worship
MOTHER’S DAY






May 13—Evening Circle
May 14—Investment and P&F meetings
May 15—Knit Wits
May 17—Cooperative Mission Meeting
hosted at IPC

 May 19—Church School & Worship
HERITAGE SUNDAY







May 21—Mission Team meeting
May 23—PW “game day”
May 24—Bethany Community meal
May 26—Worship (no Sunday School)

May 27—Memorial Day
OFFICE CLOSED
Note: The May Session meeting has been
cancelled.

Worship Activities
Our new Interim Pastor, Reverend William (Bill)
Hudson, began leading worship as of April 28.
Naturally, for his very first Sunday, our Music Director
(Jake Briggs) was on vacation! Thank you to Jan
Adams for running the Hymnal Plus system so that we
had organ accompaniment to our hymns, and to Wendy
Lavey for sharing piano pieces for the Offertory and
Postlude. We also enjoyed two music videos in lieu of
the usual Prelude: You Raise Me Up by BYU Vocal
.
Point, and Because He Lives by West Coast Choir.
Additionally, Rev. Hudson performed a solo as a
Wayfaring Stranger, a well-known American folk song
dating back to the early 19th century.

We also want to give a big shout-out to the children who
sang on Palm Sunday under the direction of Pat Clark.
Did you know Pat was a 2nd grade teacher in the North
Royalton School District before she retired? Thank you
to the Sunday School teachers who helped the children
practice over several weeks.
Rev. Hudson’s sermons & scripture selections in May:
5/5

Follow Thou Me!
Acts 9:1-20; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

5/12

My Sheep Hear My Voice
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17;
John 10:22-30

5/19

The Tears From Our Eyes
Acts 11:1-18; Revelation 21:1–6; John 13:31-35

5/26

Stirring Up The Waters
Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5; John
14:23-29

Presbyterian Women Tidbits
On Saturday, April 27th, eight IPC women met at the
church to carpool to Love INC (Love in the Name of
Christ) in Brooklyn Heights for a tour of its facility
and to learn more about the organization and its
volunteer opportunities. The goal of Love INC is to
help churches help others. After the tour, a ninth
church member joined us for a joyous and delicious
lunch at Big Boy restaurant in Valley View. A point
of interest is that three breakfasts and six classic Big
Boy hamburgers were ordered. A great way to spend
some time together!

Willing to try something new? On Thursday, May
23rd, PW will sponsor a “game” afternoon for women
in the Gathering Room at church from 1 to 3 p.m. We
will supply board games, cards, and puzzles for you to
use or bring some of your favorites. If you don’t want
to “game,” come and chitchat with your friends and
enjoy some snacks together. You don’t have to
register … just come for fun and fellowship.
The Rummage Sale Jewelry Boutique is growing
under the direction of manager, Nancy Jermann.
More items can still be used. This is just a reminder
for you to sort through your jewelry and bring any
unwanted pieces to the church office. (Please mark
your donation “PW Jewelry Sale.”) Thanks for adding
to the IPC Presbyterian Women’s treasury with your
unwanted “baubles, bangles and bright shiny beads.”
The latest issue of Horizons, the magazine for
Presbyterian Women, is in a magazine file in the
Church’s library. The March/April issue features
“What Would Jesus Tweet? People of Faith in the
Social Media Age.” For this and other interesting
reading, borrow a copy of Horizons!

Clean-up in Aisle Two ...

Update on the 2019 Operating Budget

… and in the courtyard, kitchen, parking lot, the
windows and wherever needed.

This is a good time to revisit IPC’s 2019 operating
budget, which was approved by Session in January and
shared with the Congregation prior to that. At that time,
an operating deficit of $32,050 was projected, assuming
pastor compensation at a level slightly above Presbytery
minimums. It also assumed a 10% increase in Sunday
collections and some reduced spending. The plan was
to close the deficit at year-end by drawing upon some
combination of the Miller Endowment, Manse/Housing
Allowance Fund, remaining Buess Memorial Gift, and
additional memorials … while encouraging increased
contributions, seeking additional income, and
controlling costs throughout the year.

On Saturday, April 6th, a small but energetic and
hardworking group of IPC volunteers used “Clean-up
Day” to make repairs, clean, rake and do a variety of
needed chores. Others who could not attend Saturday
helped clean the kitchen, wastebaskets and other areas
as their time permitted.
In addition to the cleaning efforts, you may have
noticed that the Tomasko Landscapers have pulled
weeds, spread mulch in all of the flower beds,
removed a tree from the south side of the Sanctuary
and trimmed the pine tree at the southeast corner
making it easier to mow. Many thanks to Carol and
Terry Tomasko for their continued attention to our
grounds.
And a “thank you” to Dean and Ray Jermann for
their removal of a stump on the south side of the
Sanctuary.
The efforts of a few unsung heroes make a large
difference in the appearance of the church. Their work
is frequently taken for granted. Thanks to all.
- Butch Carr

Because we did not hire an Interim Pastor until recently,
the operating budget picture for 2019 looks much better.
Adjusting only for the changes in our HR expenses and
a couple minor items, the adjusted projection for 2019
is a year-end operating deficit of $8,690 (compared to
$32,050). It would be appropriate to pull $1,000 per
month from the Manse/Housing Allowance Fund
(requires Congregational vote) for each of Rev.
Hudson’s 8 months in 2019. This virtually eliminates
the deficit, if all other things remain as budgeted. For
example, this assumes pledges are met, even though
pledged receipts are currently running $4,500 behind
what was pledged. And it assumes a permanent pastor
is not called with substantially higher dollar terms.

Sanctuary A/C
The installation of the new temperature and humidity
control in the sanctuary – paid for by the Buess
Memorial Gift – is now complete. Special thanks go
to Larry Mamere & Terry Tomasko who oversaw the
project, ensuring it was completed within specs and on
budget. Also thanks to Dave Lavey for painting the
face of the duct work so that you no longer see shiny
metal reflecting through the fabric screen.
You may have noticed the fans running on a recent
Sunday; rest assured, the cooling function was NOT
running when it was only 45 degrees outside!! The
team will be experimenting with the system for a
while now, as they strive to identify comfortable (yet
cost-efficient) control settings.
Meanwhile, the contractor (Geisel) created a short
video on the new system that can be viewed on
YouTube: https://youtu.be/igyvd6gfEso.

A Word about Pastor Terms of Call
As an Interim Pastor, the compensation package (or
“Terms of Call”) for Rev. Hudson is not voted on by the
Congregation under the rules of the PC(USA). Rather,
it is part of a contract approved by Session. To be
transparent, and with the full support of Rev. Hudson,
below is a summary of his annual compensation
package (note, the contract allows termination or
resignation with 30 days advance notice).
Salary
Benefits
Expense reimbursement

$48,450
$18,233
$4,500

Total

$71,183

This is about 75% of the previous interim pastor
package.
- Wendy Lavey

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY
“Start children off on the way they should
go, and even when they are old they will not
turn from it.”
- Proverbs 22:6

WHO’S WHO AT IPC –
PASTOR NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
Laura Butler
Butch Carr
Dean Jermann
Mike Messenger
Dave Rahn
Kelly Savastano

PNC Update
With Rev. Hudson in place as IPC’s new
Interim Pastor, the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC) met with the Presbytery
Committee on Ministry (COM) Monday,
April 29th as another step in the process
leading to recommending a new Pastor. The
Rev. Dr. Jim Butler, pastor of Lakewood
Presbyterian Church since 2001, is COM’s
liaison to the PNC during the search
process. The committee’s progress will be a
regular feature of the Towerbell.

EVENING CIRCLE
The Evening Circle will be meeting on
Monday, May 13th at 7 p.m. to discuss both
Lesson 8 and 9 of God’s Promise: I Am With
You in the Gathering Room. We also share
fellowship and sign cards for our shut-ins at
our meetings. In June, we will be eating out
at a local restaurant to close our schedule
until the fall. Please join us at any time. For
additional information, contact Karen
Shallcross 216-524-0863.

SPOTLIGHT ON …
MIKE & DEB MESSENGER
Mike & Debbie grew
up in the Cleveland
area. In fact, Debbie
lived next door to
IPC members Don
and Martha Colbert
in Seven Hills. They
met at a wedding -Mike was in the
bridal party and
Debbie’s family were
guests.
Mike had taken dancing lessons at Arthur Murray's sometime
before the wedding, and Debbie caught his eye as she danced with
her father. They met, dated for a year, and got married at IPC on
7/28/79 with Miles Park's minister Rev. Keene officiating. Later
they would join IPC as members and have been involved as
Deacons or Elders ever since. Mike is an Elder currently serving
on Mission and Outreach and is also on the Pastor Nominating
Committee. Debbie is on the Personnel Committee and often
brings bakery for fellowship time and events.
When they married, Debbie owned two horses and Mike soon
learned to help with their maintenance. Riding was a passion for
her and she won trophies in a variety of contests. He brought his
own special hobby of Radio Control Airplanes to the marriage. He
currently flies 10 planes, including one that has a 102" wing
span! When he acquired the big plane, Debbie could not get her
car into the garage!! Mike's other hobbies include competitive
shooting, fishing and ham radio. Debbie’s hobbies include being a
Civil War buff, reading, and doing yardwork. She doesn’t have
real horses anymore but has a full-size carousel horse in her living
room, made by the people who did Euclid Beach carousels.
When Debbie first graduated from Normandy’s cosmetology
program, she was a beautician for part of a year. She just recently
retired after working at a downtown Cleveland law firm for 47
years. Mike's jobs have included working at the family grinding
company, serving as a deputy marshal on the Twinsburg
Township's police department and later as the safety director at
Key Tower, and extensively volunteering for Red Cross as an
instructor for many first aid, CPR and other life-saving courses.
Mike recently told Debbie he wants another 40 years of
marriage. Ask him about his inspiring advice to have a good
marriage! He jokes that he is a “loyal servant in her castle.” They
have travelled extensively in different parts of the US in a motor
home. They have enjoyed lots of pets throughout their years
together, and both love their 3 year old French bulldog, Summer.
- Karen Shallcross

One Great Hour of Sharing

Do you know?


Following up on the official seal of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) article in the
April Towerbell, the metal seal on the
north wall of the courtyard was lovingly
created by Paul Turek, a longtime member
of IPC and a professional metal fabricator.
It was presented to our church on June 7,
1987.



Congratulations go to Dean Jermann who
competed in “The Battle of the Great
Lakes XXII”, The USPA (United States
Powerlifting Association) Ohio State
Meet, at the Cleveland Public Auditorium
on April 13th. Dean placed third in the
SHW division with a 152 kg (334.4 lbs)
bench press. (There is no mistake in the
numbers!) Dean’s goal is to qualify for the
nationals in 2020. Good luck!!!



There is no need to be afraid of making
coffee in the Gathering Room. Typed
instructions are available by the tray
holding the coffee cups, and there are
always a number of people who are
available to help you learn. Making coffee
is just another way that you can help at the
church.

IPC members and friends generously donated $1,229.76 to
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), the first annual
Presbyterian offering of 2019. The full amount of this
special collection will be sent to the Presbyterian Mission
Agency in May. As reported in the April Towerbell, OGHS
donations are distributed to the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and the SelfDevelopment of People program. Thank you all! Learn
more about OGHS and the other Presbyterian Offerings at:
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org.

Mission in Motion
In the New King James Version, Hebrews 10:24 reads, “And
let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works . . .” Last spring, representatives from Mission
Committees throughout the Presbytery of the Western
Reserve met to discuss mission efforts from individual
churches. The meeting was great – it was nice to learn about
how other churches select mission projects, what resources
they have and how they are used, and to discuss various
mission topics. This year, we are hosting a similar mission
meeting at IPC and we have invited representatives from 45
churches, including a few ECO and PCA churches. We have
a full agenda, including the introduction of the idea of a
presbytery-wide mission project, and we are looking
forward to this event in mid-May. We will be sure to share
what we learn from this collaborative effort!

- Janis Carr

- Lee McGovern

MORE MOTHER’S DAY MESSAGES FROM SCRIPTURE:
Proverbs 31– [17] She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. [20] She opens her arms
to the poor and extends her hands to the needy. [25] She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the
days to come. [26] She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. [27] She watches over the
affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.
Presbyterian Trivia: How many Presbyterian US Presidents can you name?
Answer to April Trivia: Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, a Presbyterian minister, spoke prior to Dr. King’s “I Have A
Dream” speech, representing the National Council of Churches. “We do not … come to this Lincoln Memorial in any
arrogant spirit of moral or spiritual superiority to set the nation straight or to judge or to denounce the American people in
whole or in part,” Blake stated. “Rather, we come – late, late we come – in the reconciling and repentant spirit in which
Abraham Lincoln once replied to a delegation of morally arrogant churchmen. He said, ‘Never say God is on our side,
rather pray that we may be found on God’s side.’”

Presbyterian 101

MORE RUMMAGE SALE RAMBLINGS

Q: IPC is a member of PC(USA). What is PCA?

As we continue to plan for IPC's Rummage Sale
scheduled for June 13-15, the committee came across
these axioms for your enjoyment:

A: PC(USA) and PCA are the 2 largest Presbyterian
denominations in the USA. PC(USA) has about
1.35 million members and over 9,000 churches, and
was formed in 1983 when two major northern and
southern Presbyterian branches reunited. PCA was
formed in 1973, in protest of the denomination’s
liberal views, and has about 385,000 members and
1,900 churches. Some differences are:








PC(USA) uses the Book of Confessions; PCA
uses only the Westminster Confession of Faith
PC(USA) ordains women & LGBT persons and
recognizes same-sex marriage; PCA does not
PC(USA) recognizes no-fault divorce; PCA
does not
PC(USA) membership has been declining since
1983; PCA membership has grown
PC(USA) church property belongs to the
denomination; PCA church property belongs to
the local congregation
PC(USA) does not teach that Scripture is
inerrant; PCA does
PC(USA) teaches that abortion can be morally
acceptable though it ought to be a last option;
PCA teaches that all abortions are wrong

Q: When and what is Heritage Sunday?
A: Heritage Sunday falls on the Sunday closest to May
21, the opening date of the first General Assembly
in 1789. Presbyterians celebrate this day to reflect
upon and learn more about the long and rich
history of the Presbyterian church. This year,
Heritage Sunday is May 19 and General Assembly
has identified Rev. Henry Highland Garnet as the
figure to be recognized. Soon after Congress
passed the 13th Amendment in 1865, Rev. Garnet –
a former slave, a leading abolitionist, and the
pastor at the 15th Street Presbyterian Church in
Washington, D.C. – was invited to preach before
the US House of Representatives.
- Wendy Lavey

“Beautiful faces are they that wear
the light of a pleasant spirit there;
Beautiful hands are they that do
Deeds that are noble, good and true;
Beautiful feet are they that go
Swiftly to lighten another's woe.”
(McGuffey's Second Reader)
We need your face, hands and feet at our Rummage
Sale!
“Tis the human touch in this world that counts,
the touch of your hand and mine, ...”
(Spencer Michael Free)
We need your touch at our Rummage Sale!
“Make new friends but keep the old....”
Join your friends in helping at our Rummage Sale and
make new ones with our customers!
“A simple act of kindness has a beauty
of its own.”
As a simple act of kindness, we have medical supplies
for those in need to help fulfill our mission goals. We
also have boxes of free items for those who may be
interested!
“ALL HANDS ON DECK!”
We need many hands to make this “Project With A
Purpose” a big success!
The Rummage Sale Committee would like to thank
Larry Mamere for making our clothes racks, Nancy
Jermann for chairing the Jewelry Table for PW, and
Janis Carr for her graphic design expertise in making
our sign-up sheets. We also thank the many members,
friends and relatives who have donated items, but
there is always room for more! - Bev, Sue and Brenda

Financial Corner:
April
YTD

Operating revenue $7,803
Operating revenue $31,971

Operating expense $6,009
Operating expense $28,417

Net Operating income $1,794
Net Operating income $3,554

Nominating Committee Update
In 2018, to simplify IPC’s organizational structure,
Session and the Nominating Committee embarked on a
“test” to consolidate committees and reduce the number
of Session members, which included extending the
terms of officers to 6/30/2019. The good news is a test
is a test for a reason! Change is inevitable. However,
the revised structure isn’t yet meeting the needs of IPC
as we strive to be more fluid, focused and missionbased. And, we all must realize that we serve God in
worship and work, not in committee meetings. As such,
the following discussions are underway to fine-tune
operating structure:
 A sub-committee of Session will meet in
May with Rev. Hudson to assess the
committee structure (thank you Jan
Adams, Wendy Lavey, Mike Messenger,
Karen Shallcross);
 The By-Laws, last updated in 1992, are
being reviewed by Rev. Hudson and
Lorrie Harper, Clerk; and
 The Nominating Committee is discussing
options as to size of Boards (Deacons and
Elders), length of term, and term limits.
In April, recognizing the gifts of all who worship at IPC,
the Session affirmed by vote that Committee Chairs do
not have to be current Elders or Deacons. Members and
Friends of IPC should be encouraged to use their gifts
and follow their calling. This recommendation comes
from Rev. Hudson, who encourages us all to serve the
Church and our Lord in ways that bring us joy.
This is all still work in progress. However, as evidenced
by the passion and energy at IPC, the gifts of many are
already in action in ministry and service. Please pray for
your calling and follow your heart in service to Christ.
Whether in worship, education, committee involvement,
projects, or leadership, all are called in service. Please
follow your heart, pray for guidance and know that we
will continue to evolve to be a church of service while
working in a fast-paced age with a myriad of priorities
pulling us individually and collectively.
If you would like to share your thoughts about boards,
committees, sub-committees, etc., please feel free to do
so. Leave a note in the office for Rev. Hudson or send
him an email at revwmhudson@gmail.com.
- Lorrie Harper

REMINDERS
Sunday School
The last day of Sunday School for children is May 18.
All children are invited to remain in the sanctuary
during service. There are books and activity packets at
the back.

Recent Graduates
If you have a family member who is graduating or who
recently graduated, whether from high school, college,
trade school or graduate school, provide the name of
the student to the office or contact Laura Butler. We
will recognize graduates on June 9th.

Old Advent Devotionals
The office is looking for copies of the Advent
Devotionals printed in 2011, 2013 & 2014, written by
Edith Campbell. If you have any, call the office.

Blue Hymnals
The blue hymnals that had been used at IPC for many
years are still available. Contact the office.

Call For Readers
The April Towerbell included information about
joining the Reading Team for IPC member Mark
Murray. If you are interested, contact Karen.

A NOTE OF THANKS I want to express my sincere gratitude to
everyone who offered prayers and sent get
well cards during my medical absence
from IPC. The tongue cancer surgery at
Cleveland Clinic and my recovery have
gone extremely well as a result. The other
good news is that I will not require followup radiation treatments or chemotherapy.
I look forward to seeing everyone and
returning to active participation in the
life of IPC. Thanks again to all the loving
and caring members of our church.
-Leon Wateska

Postage

Independence Presbyterian Church
6624 Public Square
Independence, Ohio 44131
216-524-6307
ipcusaorg@gmail.com
www.ipcusa.org

HAPPY MOTHERS
DAY !!

TO:

FAMOUS MOTHERS FROM SCRIPTURE:
Sarah  Isaac

Jochebed  Moses

Elizabeth  John the Baptist

Mary  Jesus Christ

Recent IPC Facebook posts


April 14: When Jesus rode through the streets of Jerusalem, the people wanted and expected him to
be a king who would save them from the Roman government. But what they needed was a savior
who would reconcile them to God, even though it meant dying for their sins. Thank you, Jesus, for
giving us what we need.
“The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way
to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, ‘Hosanna!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the king of Israel!’”
- John 12:12-13

Thank you to all contributors to the May issue of IPC’s Towerbell: Rev. Bill Hudson, Butch Carr, Janis Carr, Lorrie Harper,
Brenda Kolchin, Wendy Lavey, Lee McGovern, Kelly Savastano, Karen Shallcross and Paula Trill. All errors belong to
Wendy as editor and layout specialist! Color printing donated. Updates and articles are due to Wendy by the last day
of the preceding month, although earlier is better!!

