
  

Towerbell 

INDEPENDENCE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

MARCH 2019 

Calendar 

 Mar 3—Church School & Worship 

with Communion  

 Mar 5—Outreach Team meeting 

 Mar 6—Ash Wednesday 

 Mar 6—Knit Wits 

 Mar 7—Morning Glories 

 Mar 10—Church School & Worship 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

 Mar 10—Deacons meeting 

 Mar 11—Presbytery’s CE Roundtable 

 Mar 11—Evening Circle 

 Mar 12—P&F/Investment meeting 

 Mar 13—Session reports due to Clerk 

 Mar 17—Church School & Worship  

 Mar 17—Session meeting 

 Mar 19—Mission Team meeting 

 Mar 20—Knit Wits 

 Mar 22—Bethany Community Meal 

 Mar 24—Church School & Worship  

 Mar 25—Presbytery meeting 

 Mar 31—Church School & Worship  

The give-and-take of Lent 
Presbyterians Today December 20, 2016  

Preparing our hearts for resurrection 
A Q&A with Michelle Bartel, Coordinator of Theological Education 

and Seminary Relations for the PC(USA) 

 

PT: Why do we celebrate/observe Lent? 

MB: Lent is a time for us to focus on Jesus and our Christian 

discipleship. What does it mean to follow the One who lived, 

died and rose from the dead for our salvation?  

Lent is a chance for us to practice, every year, focusing on God 

in Christ. We remember God as immersed in earthly life with our 

earthly practices. 

One of the most common Lenten practices is fasting. This can 

mean giving up certain foods or habits like expensive coffee or 

cigarettes and donating the money to helping others. One of the 

questions we must ask is: Are we practicing the fast God calls 

for? Is it a fast that reminds us to love God and love neighbors as 

ourselves? Are we focused on God’s work and Jesus’ ministry to 

the poor, vulnerable, oppressed, sick and lonely? Are we 

practicing love, kindness, justice and mercy? 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 … 

 

 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/category/today/


  

LENT 2019 … 

A message from Elder Laura Butler, 

Moderator of the Worship & Christian 

Education Committee 

As we continue the work of finding an interim pastor 

and eventually permanent pastor, the Worship 

Committee has decided that it would be difficult to 

hold our typical Lent services.  We will of course have 

Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday and hope everyone 

will join us those weeks as we celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus.   

As I was thinking about a message for Lent, I thought 

about the many parallels between Lent and our current 

situation at IPC.  While Lent is a time for reflection and 

preparation for the celebration of Easter, we are also in 

a time of reflection and preparation for something great 

for IPC!  During the next 40 days of Lent, as we reflect 

on and replicate the sacrifices Jesus made during this 

time in the desert, we are making sacrifices as 

well.  Although Jesus suffered and died on the cross, 

what a glorious outcome for those of us who were left 

behind.  To know something greater is ahead!  I know 

something greater is ahead for IPC as well.   

We hope that you will use this Lenten season to prepare 

and reflect, not only for the celebration of Easter, but 

the coming celebration for our church.  We encourage 

you to participate in Ash Wednesday or Good Friday 

services during the season.  Here are a few locations 

who are holding services.  We look forward to 

providing our typical Lenten schedule next year.   

Ash Wednesday Services:  March 6th 

Old Stone Church (Downtown) @ Noon & 7pm 

Parma-South Presbyterian Church @ 7pm 

Independence United Methodist Church @ 7pm 

Brecksville United Methodist Church @ 7:30pm 

Brecksville United Church of Christ @ 6:30pm 

Good Friday Service:  April 19th 

Independence United Methodist Church @ 7:00pm 

Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church @ 7:30pm 

 

 UPDATE … 

A message from Elder and Clerk of Session, 

Lorrie Harper, on behalf of the Session 

Interim Pastor Search Team 

Session has been working diligently to secure a 

fulltime interim pastor to guide and lead through this 

transitional time while the Pastor Nominating 

Committee searches for a fulltime pastor. While many 

might wonder if an interim is necessary, it is the strong 

opinion of Presbytery that IPC have a fulltime interim 

pastor in place before the full-out effort of searching 

for a permanent pastor proceeds beyond initial PNC 

work identifying IPC needs, wishes and direction, all 

of which impacts the selection of the “right” pastor. 

Please take a moment to re-read Elder Wendy Lavey’s 

article in last month’s Towerbell. 

After a consultative session with the Rev. Dr. Tony 

Sundermeier, First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, on 

February 17th, we have a clearer understanding of the 

benefits – both of having an interim and of finding a 

less confrontational path in our conversations with 

Presbytery.  As such, know that we have communicated 

with the Presbytery our commitment to do so.   

While to date we have not identified a candidate we feel 

called to (or vice versa), we will be taking a more 

proactive approach in this effort including:   

 posting the position on the Church Leadership 

Connection;  

 communication to and publication of the 

position with neighboring Presbyteries, with 

the Synod of the Covenant, and with the United 

Church of Christ community;  

 direct outreach to current members of the 

Presbytery for referrals and connections; and 

 outreach through social media. 

We welcome your prayers and connections during this 

time of search. Any ideas or referrals, please email the 

church office or speak with the interim search team of 

Elders Lorrie Harper, Ryan McGovern and Mike 

Messenger. 

 

Presbyterian Trivia:  What ordained Presbyterian minister from Pittsburgh chose to enter the entertainment world in 

the 1960s instead, believing children’s television programming was terrible and he could do something about it? 

Answer to February Trivia:  Rev. John Knox Witherspoon signed the Declaration of Independence.  At the time, he was 

president of the College of New Jersey (later Princeton University). 



  

Upcoming Worship Activities 

In March, Sunday services will be led by: 

 3/3—Rev. K. Dean Myers 

 3/10—Rev. Luke Choi 

 3/17—Rev. Luke Choi 

 3/24—Rev. June Begany 

 3/31—Rev. June Begany 

 

We are also happy to report that Rev. Choi has agreed 

to lead us in worship on Palm Sunday and Easter 

Sunday (hopefully we have an interim pastor soon, 

but we need to keep planning at least a month in 

advance).  If you have ideas for guest pastors, special 

themes, or just trying something different, please 

contact Laura Butler or any Elder. 

 

Attention 2019 Graduates! 

The Worship & Christian Education Committee 

wants to start collecting names of new graduates.  If 

you have a family member who is graduating this 

spring/summer or who recently graduated in 

December, whether from high school, college, trade 

school or graduate school, please provide the name of 

the student to the office, or reach out to Laura Butler, 

laurabutler1103@gmail.com, 216-702-5434.  We 

will provide more information as the graduation 

celebration approaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presbyterian Women Tidbits 

Just in case you missed last month’s Towerbell, here is 

a repeat of the information on the Presbyterian 

Women’s jewelry sale.  Frank Sinatra sang, “Baubles, 

bangles hear how they jing, jinga, linga; baubles, 

bangles, bright shiny beads.”  We are using his catchy 

words to remind you to sort through your jewelry and 

bring any unwanted items to the church office to donate 

to the Presbyterian Women jewelry table which will be 

a part of the June IPC Rummage Sale.  (Please mark 

your donation “PW Jewelry Sale.”). What you do not 

wear anymore might be someone else’s treasure and 

vice versa.  Thanks for adding to the IPC Presbyterian 

Women’s treasury with your unwanted “baubles, 

bangles and bright shiny beads”. 

 

You are invited to attend the Presbyterian Women’s 

Board Meeting which will be held at the church on 

Tuesday, March 5th, at 1 p.m.  New ideas are always 

welcome!  Contact Janis Carr, 216 262-5180, with 

questions. 
 

Rummage Sale-June 2019 

More updates to follow in the coming months as plans 

progress.  We appreciate your support and ideas, as 

many hands will be needed to make this event a success.  

Contact Bev Rospierski or Brenda Kolchin with 

questions. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is the first 

annual Presbyterian offering of this calendar year 

and 100% of every donation collected at IPC is 

sent to the Presbyterian Mission Agency. The 

offering is used to help tackle hunger, disaster 

and development. The Presbyterian Hunger 

Program not only works to nourish people but it 

also attempts to eliminate the root causes of 

hunger. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is an 

emergency and refugee program that provides 

domestic and international support. The Self-

Development of People program works with 

low-income communities across the United 

States.  Every donation, large or small, 

contributes to the success of these programs and 

you can find more information about OGHS and 

the other Presbyterian Offerings at: 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org. 

WHO’S WHO AT IPC - ELDERS 

Laura 

Butler 

Worship/CE Moderator, Pastor 

Nominating Committee, Sunday 

service PowerPoint 

Drew 

Coddington 

Investment Subcommittee, usher 

Lorrie 

Harper 

Clerk, Nominating/Personnel 

Moderator, Stewardship, Interim 

Pastor Search 

Wendy 

Lavey 

President, Property & Finance 

Moderator, Investment, Worship/CE, 

newsletter 

Ryan 

McGovern 

Property & Finance, Investment, 

Interim Pastor Search 

Mike 

Messenger 

Mission/Outreach, Pastor Nominating 

Committee, Interim Pastor Search, 

Commissioner to Presbytery, usher 

Bev 

Rospierski 

Treasurer, Property & Finance, back-

up Commissioner to Presbytery, PW, 

rummage sale, choir 

Karen 

Shallcross 

Mission/Outreach Moderator, PW, 

choir, photography 

 

 

mailto:laurabutler1103@gmail.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__specialofferings.pcusa.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=VyssP4r5TYJv2D8N6KqvdA&m=JARTgV-ThkPN4a9ixIlAvE1PmFNs7WU5NZ4goalcjuA&s=cCv1WYvlVBT1Zi3npJiFd-zdK-qw2YffOcJu8Elm36g&e=


  

 SPOTLIGHT ON …  

MARGE JOHNSON 

  

She met her husband Al (now deceased) in an office 

waiting room as they both had to wait for their fathers 

to give them a ride home from summer jobs.   She still 

lives in their original home in Parma.  Her children -- 

Laura, Marjorie, and Phillip -- grew up attending 

IPC, and she has 5 grandchildren. (Marjorie's 

daughter Rebecca recently got married -- just ask to 

see pictures!!) Marge and Al joined IPC in the early 

1960's when the “new” sanctuary was built.  For years 

she was a Sunday School teacher of the 1st-3rd grades 

as well as serving as Deacon and Elder.  Her favorite 

was being with the children. Marge loves to read and 

belonged to book discussion group at Parma Branch 

of CCPL.  She claims to not do crafts or have 

collectibles but still has a lot of “stuff.”  She is always 

willing to don her Scottish apparel for IPC's 

Reformation Sunday service each year and makes 

shortbread cookies for fellowship time quite 

often.  She loved travelling throughout her life and 

was back to Scotland many times while she still had 

relatives over there.  At home she loved going to the 

beach with friends and family. 

 

Marge Johnson was born 

in Rothesay, Scotland, 

and celebrated her 1st 

birthday crossing the 

Atlantic Ocean.  Her dad 

had a job opportunity in 

Akron, Ohio, where they 

made their home. 

Marge graduated from 

Bowling Green 

University and went on 

to become a 2nd grade 

school teacher in Euclid, 

Ohio. 

Old Advent Devotionals 

The office is looking for copies of the Advent 

Devotionals printed in 2011, 2013 & 2014, 

written by Edith Campbell. If you have a copy of 

any or all of these, please call Paula Trill in the 

office.  She would like to borrow them to make 

sure the Church has a “copy” on our computer. 

 

Easter Flowers 

Orders are now being taken by the Deacons for 

Easter lilies and other flowers to adorn the 

sanctuary.  Flowers that are not picked up 

following service on Easter will be brought to our 

shut-ins.  Order forms are included in the weekly 

bulletins, or call the office. 

 

The Towerbell 

IPC’s newsletter, the Towerbell, comes out 

monthly.  It is distributed by email to those 

members and friends of IPC who have provided 

an email address to the office, by regular mail to 

those who requested delivery, and for pickup to 

those who made that request.  If you aren’t on the 

distribution list, or want to receive it 

electronically and haven’t provided an email 

address, contact Paula Trill in the office.  Also, 

extra copies of the Towerbell are available on the 

table at the back of the sanctuary, and it is posted 

to IPC’s website.  Articles and submissions are 

due to Wendy Lavey by the end of the month for 

the next issue (wmlavey@sbcglobal.net).  

 

Mission Musings 

At our February meeting we discussed future 

collections for 2019, including tangible items as 

well as the annual Presbyterian Offerings, and we 

also discussed hosting a larger gathering for 

mission-minded Presbyterians in the greater 

Cleveland area. It is nice to share ideas and we 

are looking forward to organizing this soon.  We 

are also looking forward to serving another meal 

at the Ronald McDonald House and we will post 

a sign-up when we secure a date that works. Our 

next meeting is on March 19th at 7pm – please feel 

free to join us or let us know if you have any 

project ideas with which we can help!  

 

mailto:wmlavey@sbcglobal.net


   Do you know? 

 The church’s parking lot is plowed when the snow 

reaches three inches.  Each time it’s plowed costs 

the church $90.00. 

 

 The switch to light the Petroglyph on the Chapel 

wall is located to the left of the elevator on the 

silver electrical box.  Does this information 

brighten your day?   

 

 Last year IPC members helped finance and pack 

over 20,000 meals for “Rise Against Hunger”.  

Recently, a news photo showed smiling women in 

the Columbia/Venezuela area standing by cartons 

of “Rise Against Hunger” meals.  It is nice to think 

that the meals making them smile might be the ones 

packed by us. 

 

 The need to keep people warm is unending! Since 

the Knit Wits donated their handmade articles last 

November, 20 lap cloths and 10 shawls have been 

donated to Broadview Multi-Care Center where 

Karen Embrescia works.  Much thanks to Guy 

Savastano who helped the group by delivering 35 

hat, scarf and mittens sets; four baby blankets; and 

five infant hats to the Westside Catholic Center.  

The final destination of these items is Moriah 

Family Shelter, which accepts single women and 

families who are homeless, have resided in 

substandard living conditions or are victims of 

domestic violence. 
 

 

  Sanctuary A/C Update 

Following much discussion and consideration 

regarding installation of air conditioning in the 

sanctuary, Session approved proceeding with this 

project at its regular meeting on 2/24.  The project 

cost is $35,466 (of which $6,112 is for the updated 

electrical panels), which will be solely funded by 

the Jack Buess Memorial Gift.  It is anticipated that 

the installation will occur over the next 45-60 days, 

with design development and approval to be 

initiated as soon as a contract is signed. 

Session appreciates the work of the sanctuary A/C 

working group, and the input of the Congregation 

during meetings on 1/20 and 1/27.  The “straw 

ballot” from those two Sundays was 31 “yes” and 

15 “no.”  As explained in the Information Sheet 

distributed in January, this is the last item on Jack 

Buess’ “wish list.”  In addition to using $20,000 

toward 2018 operating expenses, previous projects 

included improvements at the manse, repair of the 

chapel bell, installation of the multi-media sound 

system in the sanctuary, renovation of the CE wing 

to create the space we now call The Gathering 

Room, and installation of the new exterior sign. 

While not all favored undertaking this project at this 

time, unanimity on anything is rare.  What is truly 

wonderful is the ability of this Congregation – and 

Session members – to express different views, listen 

to one another with respect, and always be moving 

forward with the shared goal of sustaining and 

growing IPC faithfully and prayerfully.   

 

Bethany Community Meal 

WANTED:  2 people to help 3 others serve a 

community meal at Bethany Presbyterian Church 

on Friday, March 22, from 5:30-7:30 pm.  No 

cooking is involved.  We help plate & serve food 

and dessert, distribute baked goods, and help clean 

up.  Please let the office know by March 10th.  This 

opportunity takes little time but makes a huge 

difference to the people served at Bethany!!!   
 

Hymnals 

The blue hymnals that had been used at IPC for 

many years are still available.  If you would like one, 

contact the office or Karen Shallcross.   

 

 

Evening Circle 

The Evening Circle created and delivered 80 Valentines 

to the residents of The Oaks in Brecksville to let them 

know they are “2 Sweet 2 B 4Gotten!”  IPC member 

Robin Mack resides there.   Our next circle meeting 

with Bible Study and Fellowship will be Monday, 

March 11th at 7pm in the Gathering Room.  We 

welcome you to join us!!  

IPC Outreach 

The Outreach Team meets on Tuesday, 3/5 at 5:30 pm 

to review past projects and discuss new ones for the 

coming year.  If you have ideas or want to join the team, 

please come or contact Karen Shallcross. 



  

Financial Corner:   

January Operating revenue $8,694  Operating expense $10,588* Net Operating income ($1,894) 

February Operating revenue $7,624 Operating expense $6,245 Net Operating income $1,379  

*includes one-time annual insurance premium 

Presbyterian 101 

Q: How old is our denomination? 

 

A: Tricky question!  Our denomination is 

Presbyterian Church (USA), which was not 

created until 1983.  Of course, the history of 

Presbyterians in the US goes back much further, 

with Presbyterian churches established in the 

Colonies as early as the 1630s.  The first 

Presbytery was formed in 1706 in Philadelphia, 

and the first General Assembly was called in 

1789 (also in Philadelphia).  But a major split 

occurred during the Civil War, and the church 

divided into southern and northern branches.  

The branches were finally reunited in 1983 to 

form PC(USA).   

 

Q: Why do we say “debts” and “debtors” in The 

Lord’s Prayer, and others use “trespasses” or 

“sins”?   

 

A: We follow Matthew 6:12 (rather than Luke 11:4, 

which refers to “sins”), but that’s not the end of 

the answer.  It all comes down to competing 

translations of Matthew from original Greek to 

English. The first English translation of 

Matthew 6:12 in 1395, by John Wycliffe, used 

“debts.” Then along came a “modern” 

translation in 1526 by William Tyndale, who 

used “trespasses.”  But Presbyterians and other 

reformed churches typically stuck with the 

Wycliffe version.  When King James IV of 

Scotland and I of England ordered a new 

translation, published in 1611, the translators 

also followed Wycliffe.  We Presbyterians – not 

too surprisingly given our Scottish heritage – 

continue to use the King James translation. 

While the literal reading refers to financial debt, 

think of it in the metaphorical sense of spiritual 

obligation.  

ὀφειλήματα 

Love and Listen to Your 

Neighborhood 

Three IPC reps from Mission/Outreach Committee 

participated in the recent Presbytery Workshop “Love 

Your Neighbors; Know Your Networks” held at 

Parma-South Presbyterian Church on Saturday, 

February 9, 2019.  Rev. Sharon Core from Presbytery 

led the Bible study of Jeremiah 29:4-7.  The last verse 

urges people to “seek the welfare of the city where I 

have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its 

behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” 

We sat with Pastor Robin and saw a few of our recent 

pulpit supply ministers as well. 

Each table was invited to use a church to explore the 

boundaries and barriers around it in the community.  

Since there were 3 of us from IPC at one table, we used 

IPC as the example.   We were asked to view our church 

from a neighborhood perspective and think about our 

ministry field as a first time visitor.  What are the needs 

of our community? What do we see right outside our 

doors? The goal is to increase our connections with our 

neighbors in the community mainly.  We were 

encouraged to get out and walk through the 

neighborhood and talk to people we see.  Sharon 

offered a quotation from poet Mary Oliver in summary: 

“Pay attention; be astonished; tell about it.”   

A break-out session after lunch was called Speed 

Networking and about 12 tables were set up to visit in 

a short period of time.  A partial listing of the topics 

were Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network, 

Greater Cleveland Congregations, Mission to the 

U.S.A., Presbyterian Committee on the Self-

Development of People, The Race Action Network, 

Earth Stewardship Action Network, Our Bodies-Our 

Selves, Habitat for Humanity, and God Before Guns.  

If you are interested in learning more about any of these 

Presbytery committees and connections, see Karen 

Shallcross. 

- Bev Rospierski, Karen Shallcross, Lauren Somple 

 



  

The give-and-take of Lent 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 … 

By fasting, we practice denying the self not just for the 

heck of it or to drop 10 pounds, but for the purpose of 

shifting our attention  

But Lent is not just about fasting, or giving up 

something. It can be about taking or adding something. 

For some, Lent can be a time of adopting a new 

practice. This can mean engaging in walking prayer, 

Bible study or some other active habit that trains us in 

a certain direction and focuses us on Christ. 

PT: How many days is it, anyway? 

MB: Lent is 40 days long, from Ash Wednesday to 

Easter Saturday. But if you count the days on the 

calendar, that’s more than 40. That’s because Sundays 

are excluded. They’re considered “mini-Easters,” since 

they’re the day of resurrection. So, no fasting on 

Sundays! 

PT: Some people give up chocolate or other things. 

Why? 

MB: To be a disciple requires discipline. Discipline is 

intended to help us practice how to follow a teacher or 

a teaching. How do we change our habits? By practice. 

The practice is not learning how to give up chocolate. 

Instead, giving up chocolate can help us practice 

channeling our energy and actions toward and for God. 

I am known for my chocolate habit. So, for me, it might 

be a good practice to give up chocolate for myself, but 

to keep it with me for others. That way, I would practice 

loving my neighbors, as Jesus taught me to do. 

That may seem trivial. But if one is really committed to 

it  — thinks about it daily, prays about it daily — is it 

trivial? Or does it help us to open our hearts to God by 

opening them to others? Some of the most spiritually 

significant moments in our lives are mundane. 

What if, for Lent, you took up the practice of five 

minutes of looking at the sunrise in the morning, and 

sunset in the evening? Considered the way in which 

God takes you from morning to evening and morning 

again? It can be easier to remember God’s presence 

with us in the golden-pink colors of sunrise and sunset. 

That’s a gift. It’s also a gift from God that the sun is 

rising and setting even when we can’t see it because it 

is blocked by clouds, snow or fog. 

 

We give things up or take on practices because we need 

to learn again and again that we live and move and 

breathe and have our being in God. 

PT: One account told about people who drink 

nothing but beer during Lent. Why? 

MB: There are records of monks fasting during Lent, 

giving up all food. To sustain them — in the times of 

unhealthy water — they would drink beer, or liquid 

bread. Beer had nutrients, including carbohydrates, 

needed for survival. Honestly, this is not a fast I would 

attempt these days without supervision from a health 

professional. 

Of course, if you are going to seriously fast from food 

or water for 40 days of Lent, I strongly encourage you 

to share that plan with a health professional you trust. 

PT: Should we eat less chocolate or drink more 

beer? What’s a good Presbyterian to do? 

MB: The fruitful question to ask is: What am I called 

to do during Lent, as a faithful Christian? Being a 

“good Presbyterian” will tend to focus our energies on 

fitting a measure that doesn’t keep us focused on God. 

That’s a temptation for us: Who decides what a good 

Presbyterian is? 

But as Presbyterians we are called to dwell in Scripture, 

to be immersed in it. To let the words, poetry, images, 

commands, stories and hymns seep into our hearts and 

imaginations. During Lent, Presbyterians can deepen 

their Presbyterian spirituality and Christian 

discipleship by sitting with Scripture so that we 

intensify our efforts to focus on the living God in 

Christ, to whom Christians bear witness. 

My suggestion for a Lenten practice is to sit with 

Scripture every day. Open your minds and hearts, so 

that Jesus can teach you what it means to be his 

disciple. It may be that giving something up or taking 

up a new practice would help that focus. 

And, in any case, keep one another in prayer. The 

season of Lent draws us to focus on Jesus Christ, who 

was born, lived and was crucified — and then raised 

from the dead — for us and for our salvation. 

Excerpted.  Reprinted with permission.  Full article 

available at:  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/0117-lent/  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/0117-lent/


 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all contributors to the March issue of IPC’s Towerbell:  Laura Butler, Janis Carr, Lorrie Harper, Wendy 

Lavey, Lee McGovern, Kelly Savastano, Karen Shallcross and Paula Trill.  All errors belong to Wendy as editor and layout 

specialist!  Color printing donated.  Updates and articles are due to Wendy by the last day of the preceding month. 

Recent IPC Facebook posts 

 February 11:  A challenging through for today, brought to you by IPC’s Outreach Committee: 
 

“The tragedy in the lives of most of us is that we go through life walking down a high-walled lane with people 

of our own kind, the same economic situation, the same national background and education and religious 

outlook.  And beyond those walls, all humanity lies, unknown and unseen, and untouched by our restricted 

and impoverished lives.” 

- Florence Luscomb, architect and suffragist (6 Feb 1887-1985) 

 February 17:  As we heard in this morning’s message, we are all gifted by God in different ways.  We pray that 
the Holy Spirit will guide each of us to recognize our own unique gifts, and give us the courage to offer them 
in service of God. 
 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.  There are different kinds of service, 

but the same Lord.  There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God 

at work.” 

- 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

Independence Presbyterian Church 

6624 Public Square 

Independence, Ohio 44131 

216-524-6307 

ipcusaorg@gmail.com 

www.ipcusa.org 
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