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Report on the IPC Annual Congregational
Meeting, January 27, 2019
Due to the weekend snowstorm on 1/19-1/20, the Annual
Congregational meeting scheduled for 1/20 was postponed to the
following Sunday, 1/27. Just like a company, we need a quorum
of IPC members in order to conduct business, and the 25 or so
who braved the weather on the 20th were not enough!
At the meeting on 1/27, the following items were approved:
 Laura Butler, Butch Carr, Dean Jermann, Mike Messenger
and Kelly Savastano were elected to serve on the Pastor
Nominating Committee (PNC), with David Rahn helping
in a non-voting capacity.
 The following officers of the Corporation were elected:
Wendy Lavey as President, Beverly Rospierski as
Treasurer, and Lorrie Harper as Clerk. The position of
Financial Secretary remains open.
 The IPC Annual Report, including financial and
committee reports, was received and approved.
Copies of the Annual Report are available at the back of the
sanctuary. If you would like a copy by mail, call the office.
Informational and Q&A sessions took place on both 1/20 and 1/27
regarding the potential installation of a climate control system (i.e.
A/C) in the sanctuary, which – if approved by Session – would be
paid for by the Buess Memorial Gift.

Calendar
 Feb 3—Church School & Worship
with Communion




















Feb 5—Worship/CE meeting
Feb 6—Knit Wits
Feb 7—Morning Glories
Feb 10—Church School & Worship
Feb 10—Deacons meeting
Feb 11—Evening Circle
Feb 12—P&F/Investment meeting
Feb 14—Valentine’s Day
Feb 17—Church School & Worship
Feb 17—Session workshop
Feb 18—President’s Day (office open)
Feb 19—Mission meeting
Feb 20—Knit Wits
Feb 20—Committee reports due
Feb 24—Church School & Worship
Feb 24—Session meeting
Feb 25—Presbytery meeting
Mar 3—Church School & Worship
with Communion

Upcoming Worship Activities
While IPC continues its search for a permanent
pastor, Session is dedicated to ensuring Sunday
services are prayerful and uplifting. If you have
ideas for guest pastors, special themes, or just trying
something different, please contact Laura Butler
(2019 moderator of Worship & Christian Ed
committee) or any Elder.
In January, we welcomed the return of Rev. Choi
and Rev. Myers to the pulpit. In February, Sunday
services will be led by:
 2/3—Rev. K. Dean Myers
 2/10—Rev. June Begany
 2/17—Rev. Dr. Tony Sundermeier
 2/24—Rev. Luke Choi
See separate article below on the Sundermeiers, our
guests on February 17. They will also meet with the
PNC and conduct a workshop with Session that day.
We would like to give a special shout-out to the
youth who participated in our 12/30 service:
Andy, Ellie and Ryan Batcheller
Andy, Ellie and Sam Coddington
Logan Edwards
Anneliese Kinkaid
Finn, Kyle and Tate McGovern

Presbyterian Women Tidbits
Frank Sinatra sang, “Baubles, bangles hear how they
jing, jinga, linga; baubles, bangles, bright shiny
beads.” We are using his catchy words to remind
you to sort through your jewelry and bring any
unwanted items to the church office to donate to the
Presbyterian Women jewelry table which will be a
part of the June IPC Rummage Sale. (Please mark
your donation “PW Jewelry Sale.”). What you do
not wear anymore might be someone else’s treasure
and vice versa. Thanks for helping add to the IPC
Presbyterian Women’s treasury with your “baubles,
bangles and bright shiny beads….”
Our magazine for Presbyterian Women, Horizons, is
available in a magazine file in the Church’s library.
The January/February 2019 issue focuses on
“Identity and Idols”. In this issue, contributors
celebrate our amazing diversity of identities and
what we have in common … namely, being children
of God. Our identity in Christ unites us and gives us
the firmest of foundations. For interesting reading
on a snowy, perhaps very cold day, borrow a copy
of Horizons!
Contact Janis Carr with questions about PW.

Rev. Dr. Tony Sundermeier and Rev. Katie Sundermeier
A native Philadelphian, Tony has served churches in Allentown and
West Chester, PA, and he has served as the Senior Pastor of First
Presbyterian (Atlanta) since August 2014. Tony has a passion for
discipleship and Christian leadership formation. He is a graduate of
Eastern University (1997, B.A., Theology), Princeton Theological
Seminary (2003, M.Div.), and Biblical Theological Seminary (2011,
D.Min.). Rev. Katie Sundermeier is married to Tony and together they
have two children, Jonny and Luke. Katie grew up in New Jersey and
Pennsylvania, and attended Vanderbilt University. She earned her
Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary with
additional course work at the University of Bonn, Germany.
Currently, she is working towards her Doctorate in Pastoral Care and
Counseling at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. Katie is
a certified Stephen Ministry Leader and a trained facilitator for
Prepare/Enrich, a pre-marital counseling platform. She is currently
the Executive Director of Samaritan Counseling Center of Atlanta.

Memorial Gifts & Bequests

Mission Musings

Looking back at 2018, this is a good time to share how
gifts and bequests were used, large and small:

Like the needles of our Knit-Wits, the Mission work at
IPC never stops! Thank you for all of the donations to
the SouperBowl of Caring – they were appreciated by
Lend-A-Hand as well as those in need.







$2,837
$1,480
$1,080
$470
$100

To purchase new exterior IPC sign
Toward general operating expenses
To purchase new hymnals
To purchase new CE curriculum
To hire Reformation Sunday bagpiper

Also, $5,041 was added to the Capital Improvement
Fund for maintenance of our historic Chapel; $1,500
was earmarked for future congregational activities,
such as picnics, strawberry festivals, etc.; $275 was
earmarked for bagpipers on future Reformation
Sundays; and $270 was given to the Deacons toward
Fellowship Hour needs.
Early in 2018, $25,000 was withdrawn from the
Miller Endowment Fund. The terms of the Fund
require that the original $100,000 gift cannot be
spent, and that half of any amount withdrawn above
that be used for mission purposes. Thus, $12,500 was
placed in a special mission account. The other
$12,500 was used toward the new fire escape (now
meeting code) and the exterior work on the CE wing
completed at the end of 2017. The market value of
the Fund as of 12/31/18 was $154,483 (following a
$10,000 dip during the tough market in Nov-Dec).
At year-end, $20,000 from the Jack Buess Memorial
Gift was applied toward operating expenses to help
close the 2018 operating deficit. The remaining
balance as of 12/31/18 was $58,799. Session is
currently considering the possibility of installing
climate control (A/C) in the sanctuary at a cost of
$35,455, which – if approved – would be paid for out
of this gift as the last item on Jack’s “wish list.”
With the exception of the Buess Memorial Gift,
recommendations relating to memorials, gifts and
bequests – considering first any requests or direction
by the donor or family – typically originate with the
Property & Finance Committee and/or the Investment
Subcommittee. Suggestions are welcome.

At our January meeting, we made plans for 2019 and
we agreed to continue to support and build
relationships with the organizations that we have been
working with, such as Brigid’s Path, an Ohio center for
drug-exposed newborns and their mothers, to receive
help and to get a better start in life together. We sent
Brigid’s Path $1,000 from the Miller-Mission Fund in
January.
Our next Mission meeting is on Tuesday, February
19th at 7:15pm at IPC – all are welcome! And by the
way, our Knit-Wits have already completed close to
100 sets since the autumn. That’s hard – and
heartwarming – work!

Annual Contribution Statements
Annual statements for 2018 were recently distributed.
Yes, we know that the statements generated by
QuickBooks are less than ideal. We are working on a
fix. Meanwhile:
 Pledges are entered in QB as “invoices.” If you
made a pledge in 2018, your annual statement
will reference an “invoice” and give the amount
of the pledge and the total payments made
against that pledge. If two “invoices” are listed,
one is your general pledge and one is your per
capita pledge. Unfortunately, each payment
cannot be listed. If you need that detail, ask the
office for a detail pledge report.
 All other offerings, donations and receipts are
entered in QB using a “sales receipt.” If you did
not make a pledge, each Sunday offering will
have a separate “sales receipt.” Donations (e.g.,
In Gathering or One Great Hour of Sharing) are
entered using “sales receipts,” as are purchase of
poinsettias or Easter Lilies. Anything other than
pledge offerings use “sales receipts.”

Brief 2018 Financial Summary: IPC’s operating expenses in 2018 were $146,701, against operating revenue
of $111,493. The resulting operating deficit of $35,209 was covered by withdrawals of $12,500 from the Manse
Fund and $20,000 from the Buess Memorial Gift. Our invested funds yielded $4,588 in interest and dividends,
which was reinvested back into the respective funds (Miller Endowment and Manse Fund).

Finding IPC’s Next Pastor
A sub-committee of Session has been working
since late July 2018, with assistance and input
from Presbytery, to identify an interim pastor who
could continue the transitional work undertaken by
Pastor Robin and help position IPC to seek a
permanent pastor. To date, the sub-committee has
been unable to identify such a person. The pool of
potential candidates to even interview has been
exceedingly limited. Presbytery, through its
Committee on Ministry, has stated (repeatedly)
that it believes an interim pastor is still necessary.
Session continues to discuss this view with
Presbytery, pointing out that Pastor Robin
provided transitional services for 13 months and
that, therefore, we are not starting the process of
“knowing ourselves and our needs” from
scratch. We believe key tasks identified as part of
Pastor Robin’s transitional role have been
completed successfully, including improved
communication within IPC leadership, improved
transparency and communication with the
congregation, creating a sense of renewal,
evaluating alternatives to our current committee
structure, and getting our financial house in order.
We have also emphasized that IPC has now been
without a permanent pastor for 19 months and
stability in our spiritual leadership is important
particularly for a smaller congregation such as
IPC. Additionally, we shared the results of the
congregational survey collected in NovemberDecember, which overwhelmingly indicated the
Congregation’s preference to move forward with
the permanent search.

Presbyterian 101
Q: I keep hearing about the Presbytery. What is it?
A: One of the things that makes Presbyterians
distinctive is our form of government - developed
by John Calvin – that stresses the active,
representational leadership of ministers and
church members. The governing authority of a
local church rests with elected members, known as
Elders, who serve together on Session. The
Session is the local governing body, with
responsibility for one church. Multiple churches
in a geographic area together form presbyteries,
several presbyteries together form synods, and all
of the synods together – the entire denomination
(PCUSA) – are governed by General Assembly.
IPC is part of the Presbytery of the Western
Reserve.
Q: Why are we called Presbyterians?
A: The word Presbyterian comes from the Greek term
in the New Testament for elder. During the
Protestant movement in the 16th and 17th
centuries, some thought the church should be
governed by bishops (Greek: episkopas), some
thought the church should be governed by elected
elders (Greek: presbuteros) and some thought the
church should be governed directly by the
congregation. From this division came the
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Congregational
denominations.

πρεσβύτερος

With some pushback from Presbytery, we are trying to proceed on a dual path – pursuing a permanent pastor
with step one of the formal process being the recent election by the Congregation of the Pastor Nominating
Committee, while at the same time continuing to look for an interim pastor who can provide leadership useful
to finding our next pastor as well as consistent worship and pastoral care. We understand not everyone is eager
for another interim pastor, and there is sentiment among some to “just get on with it,” moving swiftly on the
permanent pastor search. While we hope the Congregation has enjoyed experiencing different worship
leadership over the last 4 months, arranging week-to-week pulpit supply or providing the service ourselves is
not sustainable over the period of time it may take to find our next pastor. We do not want to feel compelled to
select a pastor who is not the “right fit” for IPC simply because we have tired of pulpit supply. Additionally,
pastoral care needs are not being addressed at the level they would with even a part time interim pastor.
Know that our dialogue with Presbytery on these issues is open and honest, but we do not yet seem to be on the
same page. We appreciate the Congregation’s patience and support, and ask that you continue to pray for your
elected church leaders, that they may discern God’s will in the furtherance of IPC’s life and growth as a prayerful
and missional community of believers.
- Elder Wendy Lavey

CONGRATULATIONS!!
IPC welcomes the arrival of Harper Scott (5
lbs 10 oz) and Hadley Lynn (6 lbs 11 oz) on
January 30th to parents Jessica and Jonathan
Douville. Big sister Aubrey, Aunt Sam, and
grandparents Lorrie & Dale Harper are all
anxious to show them the world!

Presbyterian trivia:
What Presbyterian minister signed the
Declaration of Independence?

Do you know?




During Paula Trill’s absence, volunteer church
members cheerfully took care of the IPC office
from 9 a.m. to Noon three days a week.
The squirrel that had been living rent free at the
church between the roof and ceiling was trapped
by our great hunter, Larry Mamere. Larry has
relocated the squirrel far from the church to an
area where he will live happily but not find his
way back.



Due to the generosity of some members, the
Independence Service Department was treated to
a holiday lunch as a gift on behalf of IPC in
grateful appreciation for its help with various
maintenance projects, especially the drainage of
water from the Chapel basement.



Alcoholics Anonymous meets on Thursdays at
7:30 p.m. and the Serenity Group (similar to
Narcotics Anonymous) meets on Saturdays at 7
p.m. in the upstairs Fellowship Hall. Supporting
these groups helps in two ways … it helps the
people in our communities as well as our church
treasury in the form of rental payments.

Coming Attraction
IPC Rummage Sale-June 2019
More updates to follow in the coming months as
plans progress. We appreciate your support and
ideas, as many hands will be needed to make this
event a success. Contact Bev Rospierski or
Brenda Kolchin with questions.

Evening Circle
Evening Circle will meet on Monday, February
11, at 7pm, to finish making valentines to The
Oaks and our own shut-ins. We will have a time
for Bible study and fellowship. We welcome new
members and visitors! Contact Karen Shallcross.

Hymnals
In September, the Worship Committee purchased
new hymnals, Glory to God. A generous gift in the
name of Kay McDonald was used to pay for the
new hymnals, which cost $1,080. Kay’s family
had expressed the wish that the gift be used toward
the choir and music, which she enjoyed so much,
or for other needs of IPC. Another $315 was used
for recent tuning and minor work on the organ.
The remaining balance of $3,650 is currently set
aside as part of the IPC Memorial Fund. The blue
hymnals that had been used at IPC for many years,
many of which contain dedications by IPC
families, are available. If you would like one,
contact the office or Karen Shallcross.

Postage

Independence Presbyterian Church
6624 Public Square
Independence, Ohio 44131
216-524-6307
ipcusaorg@gmail.com
www.ipcusa.org

Coming soon …
ASH
WEDNESDAY
MARCH 6, 2019

Recent IPC Facebook posts


TO:

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

January 13: Facing a tough decision? The Bible tells us to draw near to God at these times.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
- Proverbs 3:5-6



January 27: Want to change the world? Imagine how our world could change if we were as kind as we
could be to others and to ourselves.
“Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,
together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”
- Ephesians 4:31-32

Thank you to all contributors to the February issue of IPC’s Towerbell: Janis Carr, Lorrie Harper, Wendy Lavey,
Lee McGovern, Bev Rospierski, Kelly Savastano, Karen Shallcross and Paula Trill. All errors belong to Wendy
as editor and layout specialist! Color printing donated.

