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Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year!  I am very excited to 
welcome you to the Head Start family.  We are honored to en-
ter such great relationships with our parents whether your 
child is returning or new to the program.  
 
Our parents are encouraged to become active participants in 
the education of their children by giving input on curriculum 
development, health, nutrition, and mental health education, 
at ICS.  Parents are also invited to participate in training op-
portunities, and elected parents serve on ICS Policy Council 
and Board of Directors.  At ICS, we are proud of our accom-
plishments.  We are funded to serve 3,808 infants, toddlers 
and pre-school children in 14 Mississippi counties.   
 
Partnering with families is always a priority especially as we 
face the global pandemic. To ease your concerns, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations 
related to COVID-19 are being implemented at ICS.  Best 
practice safety procedures are used.  Staff and preschool chil-
dren are required to wear masks when entering the building. 
Increased frequency of routine cleaning of high-touch surfaces 
and needed temperature checks occur, along with the use of 
social distancing. 
 
As always, ICS has high expectations for staff and children.  
Your participation and engagement  in your child’s education, 
growth, and development enriches the overall ICS program.  
ICS supports strong healthy families and vibrate communities. 
 
Let us all join together for a very successful year.  Please con-

sider getting immunized.                                       Eloise McClinton 
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Build the habit of good attendance.   
Early school success goes hand in hand with good attendance! 

HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED IN HEAD START 

WHAT YOU CAN DO? 

DID YOU KNOW?  Show-

ing up on time every day is im-

portant to your child’s success 

and learning from preschool for-

ward.  Missing 10 percent of pre-

school (one or two days every few 

weeks) can: 

• Make it harder to develop 

early reading skills. 

• Make it harder to get ready 

for kindergarten and first 

grade. 

• Develop a poor attendance 

pattern that’s hard to break. 

High quality preschool programs 

have many benefits for your child.  

The routines your child develops 

in preschool will continue 

throughout school.  You can make 

the most of preschool by encour-

aging your child to attend every 

day. 
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Work with your child and his/her teacher to help your child develop strong at-

tendance.  Your enthusiasm is a big boost to success. 

Talk about it—sing about it—make it an adventure! 

• Set a regular bed time and morning routine. 

• Lay out clothes the night before. 

• Share ideas with other parents for getting out the door on time. 

Before the school year starts: 

• Find out what day it starts and start the exciting count down! 

• Make sure your child has the required shots and paperwork. 

• Attend Meet & Greet with your child to meet the teachers and classmates. 

Ready—Set GO! 

• Develop  back-up plans for getting to preschool if something comes up. 

• Ask family members, neighbors or other parents to lend a hand if you need 

help dropping off or picking up your child.  Be sure these people are on the 

pick-up and/or drop-off list. 

• Schedule medical appointments late afternoons when preschool is not in 

session, if possible. 

• If your child seems anxious about going to preschool, talk to the center di-

rector, teacher, your doctor or other parents for advice.  If the problem per-

sists, make sure the preschool is a good fit for your child. 

• Be sure to attend your center’s Parent Orientation and other parent activi-

ties and check out their website. 

Source:  Attendance Works     Edited by:  ICS Head Start 



NON FEDERAL MATCHING SHARE (IN-KIND) 

Head Start operates through federal grants.  With these grants, programs 

only receive 80% of the grant dollars.  The program is required to collect 

the other 20%, which we refer to as Non-Federal Matching Share (In-

Kind).  Non-Federal Matching Share is collected from donated appropriate 

services and supplies.  We greatly need your help with these contribu-

tions.  To help your child’s Head Start/EHS Center with limited ways to 

actively volunteer due to the pandemic, please complete and submit your 

Volunteer/Parent/Child Interaction form regularly to your center.  When 

each parent completes the form then In-Kind can be met. 

  

Time spent at home supporting your child’s learning goals can 

count toward Non-Federal Matching Share.   The following are 

some things you can do to help: 
 

• Reading to your child 

• Counting and measuring activities 

• Playing cards or board games 

• Cooking or exercising 

• Working on a project together 

• Singing educational songs 

• Naming shapes or saying the alphabet  
  
Please assist your child with all learning materials sent home (or even on 

car rides) and document time spent weekly/monthly on the Volunteer/

Parent/Child Interaction form.  Return the form to the teacher.  This time 

quickly adds up and can help your center and each ICS employee reach 

assigned Non-Federal Matching Share amounts.  Thank you so very much. 
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Do You Think Your Child 

May Need Special Educa-

tion Services? 

IDEA—The Individuals with Dis-

abilities Education Act was 

passed by Congress and requires 

that all states and territories 

provide a Free Appropriate Pub-

lic Education (FAPE) to children 

with disabilities from ages 3 to 

21, no matter how severe their 

disabilities are. 

This law promises to children 

with disabilities a “Free Appro-

priate Public Education” at pub-

lic expense, that their education-

al placement is based on an eval-

uation of each child’s own spe-

cial needs and that an Individu-

alized Education Program (IEP) 

is planned for your child and 

states the services they will re-

ceive. 

If you have a child with disabili-

ties be sure they are receiving 

the special education they de-

serve.  If you need further infor-

mation, please call your child’s 

Head Start Center and we will be 

glad to help. 

 

Vision  and the 20-20-20 Rule 

We all are at risk for developing 

myopia or near-sightedness 

when we look solely at objects 

close to us for a long period of 

time.  The 20-20-20 rule encour-

ages all ages to take a break eve-

ry 20 minutes from a device and 

look 20 feet away for 20 seconds. 

 

ADVOCACY:  WHAT IS PARENT ADVOCACY? 

An advocate is a person who speaks or writes in support or defense of a per-

son or a cause.  The primary goal of parent advocacy is to empower parents 

to speak out on behalf of their child’s needs in the school setting and to build 

respectful and equal partnerships between schools and parents. 

 

WHY IS THERE A NEED FOR PARENT ADVOCACY? 

• Parents need to know what their rights are under the law so that they are 
involved fully in important decisions made on their child’s behalf. 

 

• It encourages accountability in the education system. 
 

• Parent Vulnerability:  A parent may need a parent advocate to help them 
speak up, help convey the parent’s viewpoint and be sure the communi-
cation is two-way and respectful and with the parent, not at the parent. 

 

Leahbergstrome.com/advocacyservices/why-advocate.html     

Edited by:  Parent Engagement   
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EMERGENCY BROADCASTING SYSTEM 

All children being transported in an ICS vehicle are only released to a 

parent or legal guardian, or other individual identified in writing by the 

parent or legal guardian.  Identification may be required to receive a child 

upon returning home. 

• An authorized person will be required to receive a child upon return-
ing home. 

• No one will be allowed to take a child off the bus unless arrangements 
have been made and the person has proper identification with them. 

• The release person must be 18 years of age to receive a child and must 
be listed on the release information form. 

• IF an authorized person is not at the drop-off point or home to receive 
the child, the bus will take the child back to the Head Start Center. 

Inclement Weather 

ICS has an “Emergency Broad-

casting System.”  This is an auto-

mated call to inform you of center 

closings due to inclement weather 

and other emergency situations.  

If you see the 1-800-679-0847 

number on your caller identifica-

tion service, this is a message 

from us. 

Early Head Start and Head Start 

Centers abide by the school dis-

trict’s decision to keep schools 

open or to close them due to in-

clement weather conditions.  

Please listen to the radio.  

 If your local school district can-

cels school, your Early Head 

Start/Head Start Center will also 

be canceled.  *Closing of Early 

Head Start/Head Start sites locat-

ed in day cares will be based on 

day care provider’s directions. 

 

 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION  Authorized Release Persons 

CHILD BEHAVIOR & PARENTS AS ROLE MODELS 

No Matter Where They Are, Children’s Eyes, Ears, & Minds Are Al-

ways Working. 

Everywhere children look, there’s a story unfolding, whether it’s a real-life sto-

ry or a made-up story.  These daily stories teach children how people do things 

and how the world works. They hear, see, and think.  They often mimic what 

they see and hear.  If you curse, they curse.  If you fight, they fight.  If you hit, 

they hit.  If you use poor grammar, they use poor grammar.  If you have a nega-

tive attitude (roll eyes or neck, point fingers, or bully others), they will do the 

same.  Children need caring adults to help them to make sense of all these be-

haviors.  Relatives, neighbors, friends and others must be made aware of their 

influence on your child.  Make choices about who they spend time with.  Al-

ways listen to your children talk about what they see, hear, and think. 

Catch your child doing GOOD & compliment good behavior. 
 

It can be hard to do but IGNORE those behaviors you want to go 

away.  
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Nutrition 

Breakfast, lunch, and snacks 

are served each day to children 

who are enrolled in the Head 

Start centers at no cost to par-

ents.  Parents may not bring or 

send food or drinks to the cen-

ter for their child’s or other’s 

consumption. 

 

Family & Health Services 

Please keep your child’s physi-

cal examinations, dental ex-

ams, immunization records, 

and medical forms up-to-date.  

This required eligibility infor-

mation is needed to ensure the 

health and safety of your child. 

 

Parent Engagement 

Head Start provides many op-

portunities for families to par-

ticipate in their child’s educa-

tional experience.  Here are a 

few ways: 

 Participate in parent con-

ferences and educational 

visits (may be virtual). 

 Identify your family’s 

needs, interests, strengths, 

and goals. 

 Develop a family action 

plan for success. 

 Receive support from staff 

to help meet your needs 

and goals. 

 Attend Parent Committee 

meetings/trainings (may 

be virtual). 

 Attend your child’s medi-

cal/dental appointments. 

 Read our newsletters and 

Parent Handbook online. 
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DON’T HESITATE!   JUST VACCINATE! 

Know the symptoms of COVID-19, which can include the following: 

• Cough, shortness of breath or difficult breathing 

• Fever or chills 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Vomiting and/or diarrhea 

• New loss of taste and/or smell 

Symptoms can range from mild to severe illness, and appear 2 – 14 days 

after you are exposed to the virus that causes Covid-19.  This list is not 

all possible symptoms.  Please call your healthcare provider for any oth-

er symptoms that are severe or concerning to you. 

• To prevent the spread of 

COVID:  Stay home except to 

get medical care. Wear a 

mask. Stay at least 6 feet 

apart from others. Wash your 

hands often. Cover your 

coughs and sneezes. Clean 

high-touch surfaces every 

day. 

• Stay separate from other peo-

ple and pets in your home.  

Stay in a specific room as 

much as possible.  If possible, 

you should use a separate 

bathroom.  If you need to be 

around other people or ani-

mals in or outside of the 

home, wear a mask. 

• Do not share personal house-

hold items.  Do not share 

dishes, drinking glasses, cups, 

eating utensils, towels, or 

bedding with other people in 

your home. 

• Monitor your symptoms.  

Some symptoms are listed 

above.  Follow instructions 

from your healthcare provid-

er and local health depart-

ment. 

• When to seek emergency 

medical attention:  If some-

one is having trouble breath-

ing, persistent pain or pres-

sure in the chest, inability to 

wake or stay awake, pale, 

gray, or blue-colored skin, 

lips, or nail beds depending 

on the skin tone.   

 

 

 

Source:  cdc.gov/coronavirus 

SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

WHEN YOU ARE SICK 
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Welcome to Institute of 
Community Services, Inc. 
(ICS) where you and your 
child will prepare for kin-

dergarten and beyond.  
There are many opportu-

nities for you to get in-
volved.  We encourage 

you to become involved in 
your child’s education. 

 

 

 

ICS Mission 

 Statement 

ICS enriches and 
strengthens children, 

families, and communi-
ties for future success. 

The Institute of Community Services, Inc. is an equal 

opportunity employer/ provider.  No persons shall be 

discriminated against because of race, religion, color, 

sex, gender, age, disability, homelessness or national 

origin.

 

ICS HEAD START 
P.O. Box 160 

Holly Springs, MS 38635 
 

Phone: 662-252-1582 
 
 

Website:   
www.ics-hs.com 

 
 

Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/

Institute-of-Community-
Services-Inc-

751718621521436/ 
 
 
 

Stay Up To Date 

Follow us on our website and Facebook for up-

dates, announcements, parent resources, com-

munity resources, and upcoming events. 

 

 

PEDESTRIAN SAFETY 

Once your child takes their first steps, they’ll want to use this new  

power as much as possible.  By knowing a few simple tips, you can 

encourage your child to explore and be safe when they’re out and 

about. 

Top Safety Tips 

• Talk to your child about how to be safe and aware while walking. 

• Tell them to look left, right, and left again when crossing the 

street.  Teach them to never run or dart out into the street or 

cross between parked cars. 

• Remind children to make eye contact with drivers before cross-

ing in front of them and to watch out for cars that are turning or 

backing up. 

• It’s always best to walk on sidewalks or paths.  If there are no 

sidewalks, walk facing traffic as far to the left as possible. 

• Cross streets at corners, using traffic signals and crosswalks.  

Most  injuries happen mid-block or someplace other than inter-

sections.                                                     Source:   Safe Kids Worldwide 


