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Message from your President
April was a busy aviation month, with Sun ‘n Fun, and a local workshop at
Seymour airpark, presented by our tech councilor and DAR, Jim Auman. Jim
talked about automotive engine conversions for experimental aircraft. He
discussed all the testing and data collection he did for his V-6 Honda engine
he installed in his P-51 Titan that he built. He showed us some ruined pistons caused from detonation, where the builder did not set up the proper
fuel settings needed to get the best performance without pushing the engine
to an unsafe mechanical condition. Look at the picture of his presentation on
the white board. We
learned that it is it is
not a simple matter of
just buying a junkyard
engine and throwing it
in your home-built aircraft if you want it to
be a safe, efficient,
performance based,
and economical conversion. Our Chapter
is very fortunate to
have members like
Jim who really knows
his stuff from research
and experience. He is
an A & P, IA, and FAA DAR.
We have our first Young Eagle event scheduled since the Covid arrived on
our continent for May 22nd. Roger Cosh, Y/E coordinator, has arranged with
(Continued on page 2)
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Monroe County airport (KMNV), to hold this private event for Troop 179, are sponsored by West Hills
Presbyterian Church in Knoxville. They are part of Trail Life, a group that split from the Boy Scouts a few
years ago and have about 50 boys, ages 6-17. Contact Roger at n423jc@gmail.com or 423-435-8971 to
let him know you want to help, ground or pilot, if you haven’t already. Roger is using EAA’s new Y/E software and needs your info so he can load it into this new system for all future events even if you can’t
help with this one. You can also contact Steve Wickizer at 423-883-3283 with questions. Steve is our
other Y/E coordinator and will handle the volunteer pilot group.
June 3rd through the 6th we need volunteers to host the EAA Ford Trimotor at KDKX. Please contact me
at george@oilhelp.com to volunteer with the days and times you will be available to help. This is a fun
event, but it takes volunteers to make sure it is also a safe event for the people flying on this historical
aircraft.
Your Board members held a meeting via a telephone conference call a few days ago. We discussed the
planning for the upcoming Y/E
event, the EAA Ford Trimotor
that we are hosting next June,
our Tuskegee Youth Program
August 28th, and approved purchasing a set of scales for our
chapter members to use for the
weighing their home-built aircraft, as well as for members
with certified aircraft. We are
hoping to resume our regular
Monday evening meetings at
TYS next July or August. Keep
your fingers crossed.
George Douglas, President
Chapter 17
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EAA Chapter 1494 Update
Hello from Chapter 1494 in Morristown!
We have exciting news to share on several fronts!
First, our monthly breakfasts are restarting as of May 1st. Same location,
same dates and times, same awesome chefs and great food!
We are really looking forward to seeing you there!

EAA Chapter 1494 Airport Breakfast - KMOR
Saturday, May 1st
Flight School Hangar at the Morristown Airport
(KMOR)
Serving from 8:30 – 10:30
Donations go to our chapter flight scholarship fund (currently have 7 active recipients + Ray Scholar nominee).
Second, we are in the planning and invitation stages of our 2nd Annual Cub Fest. This year we are also inviting other antique aircraft pilots to
fly in and share their incredible aircraft with us.

Chapter member, Anthony Underwood is the creative behind this event and is in the process of mailing letters to over 300 owners of Cubs,
Aeronca’s and Taylorcraft aircraft located in the region. Who knew there were so many around?
Receipt of a letter isn’t needed to attend! Consider this your personal invitation - we would love for you to fly or drive over and enjoy this
unique gathering of aircraft with us. And please share this with your friends who are antique aircraft owners. We would love to have them
there!

Cub Fest & Antique Aircraft Fly-in - KMOR
Morristown Airport (KMOR)
Saturday, May 22nd
10:00 – 3:00 (hours are mostly provided for drive in folks – if you fly, just come on over!)
Food available during lunch hours
Camping available across the street from the airport
by prior arrangement
Third, we had a blast Saturday, April 17th, hosting a Boy
Scout Aviation Merit Badge Event at GKT in Sevierville. We
limited the event to 12 Scouts, as we started planning this
months ago and weren’t sure about capacity in the terminal
building. We ended up with 11 awesome youth who were
super interested in aviation, stayed engaged through each
activity and actually took notes!! They all successfully earned
their merit badges. Our chapter volunteers, the scouts and
their scout leader all seemed to have a great time. The scout
leader has requested a repeat event at the Morristown Airport late this summer or early fall. Even though this
was officially a Scout event, the participants each
received a Young Eagle Flight at the end of the day.
Flights were provided by Marc Hightower and Mark
Wallace. Great day!!
Looking forward to seeing you in person soon!
Karen Hughes Collins & EAA Chapter 1494
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Sun n Fun ‘21

I

flew into Sun ‘n Fun for my first time
ever and camped for three days in the
Homebuilt camping area. Wow, what a landing I made per the tower's instructions. They
said turn to base and immediately turn final
and land on the orange dot, which I did. But I
am not used to turning from base to final in
less than 200 feet and I am not comfortable
making a 45- to almost 60-degree bank to do
so. I still had plenty of airspeed, so it was not
too dangerous. It reminded me of a practice engine out on downwind. Jim Roberts and Paul Mercandetti
also flew their Swift aircraft in and camped for a couple of days. Mark Scheuer and his crew from PS engineering were vending in their same spot in hangar D. It was my observation that there were more aircraft at
this event than in the past, and according to the Sun N Fun PR folks it broke all records for attendance and
aircraft in their 47-year history. I did notice though that the vendor attendance was down maybe 15% to
20%. Now to start planning for Oshkosh 2021.
George Douglas

Thanks to all that volunteered for the Young Eagles.
The event on 5/22 at KMNV is what the EAA calls a "private rally" event and is only open to the scout troop. Only five
scouts will arrive on half hour intervals for a total of 25 scouts. This is to spread out the groups for the covid requirements. I would like to have one person with an aircraft on static display to go over pilotage since we won't be able to
have our normal classroom discussion. After that lesson, pilots will take their passenger/s directly to their aircraft and
depart, arriving back for the next group of five.
Steve Wickizer will be "leading the charge" for the pilots at the event.
For covid restrictions all participants will be required to wear masks with the exception of the pilots during the flight.
On August 28th we will be having a similar event for the Tuskegee youth group. Hopefully by then covid requirements
will have disappeared and we will be able to open the event to the public.
Thanks again.
YE co-coordinator, Roger Cosh n423jc@gmail.com

MNV Update for May
We have begun. Well things are starting to move at the airport. Today they closed the Bullhorn on 5 to start
the parallel taxiway. I will try to let everyone know about any changes or closing as soon as I know. They
have lighted barricades on the FBO side of the runway.
These help remind construction people to stay off runway and pilots that they are there. We had a nice article
in Monroe Life if you see one take a look. Hope all is well with everyone. Hopefully we can have more informative Zoom meetings soon.
Thanks!
Tom Mccosh
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The kit is HERE!

From Walt & Lisa Frankewich
We were looking into building after selling our C182 instead of returning to the
certified world. It was important to us to learn all about the aircraft during the
build, as well as to be able to do our own maintenance. Walt did extensive research into the options for kits and chose RANS because we both wanted a highwing with similar performance to our 182. I was unable to go to Sun ‘n Fun with
him that year, but he went, met the great folks at RANS, and flew the S-21 Outbound in which we were interested. He was sold! I got a chance to see the S-21
at Oshkosh. Still a bit apprehensive about helping him build, I took a metal shop
class, then we went to Hays, Kansas to the factory for their open house and I
finally got to fly one. I was hooked and ready to roll.
Our kit arrived on March 23rd with a basquillion parts to be inventoried and inspected. It was SO much fun when we un-wrapped a part and knew what it was!
It took a couple of days to get all of that done and organized, and then we started on the rudder. Now, the rudder and vertical stabilizer are done and we are on
our way. Anyone who wants to stop by and see what we’re doing (or work for
sandwiches) is welcome. Just give us a holler! Lisa (865-696-2248) or Walt
(865-221-9506). ☺
Rudder work

Opened the box. Nothing in here looks like an airplane . . .

Finished rudder
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Safety Briefing
Nothing to sneeze at
Spring iz here, and mebbe your siniz es stuffed up? Reach for the Banadriyl?
NO!

What Over-the-Counter (OTC) medications can I

and still be safe to fly?

First, ask yourself “Do I have a condition that makes me unsafe to fly?” Title 14 CFR 61.53 is the regulation,
prohibits flight with a known medical deficiency [unless cleared by the FAA] and requires that you determine
that you are fit to fly prior to each


Am I

• Am I having trouble clearing my ears at ground level?
• Do I feel bad enough that I keep thinking about how I feel?
• Are others asking me if I am
• Do I feel good enough to fly ONLY if I take
• Am I getting
Next, consider these issues before operating an

In the last five days, have you taken or do you plan to take any medications before
If currently taking a medication only for symptom relief, would you be safe to fly without
Do you have any other underlying health





**If you answered to any of the above questions: YES---STOP. You might not be fit to fly!**

This is just the first page. If you intend to OTC medicate, get the whole publication HERE

May 2021

EAA Chapter 17 1956– 2021 65 Years!

Page 8

Sun n Fun Report and pictures
From Jim Roberts

Paul and Sandy Mercandetti and I left for KLAL in our two Swifts on Tuesday the 13th. Paul and Sandy did a great
job leading our formation into the arrival at Lake Parker, and we arrived there around 1115 after a non-stop flight
just over three and a half hours under clear blue skies. Our tents were up around noon, and the fun began! There
were six Swifts in attendance, and several other Swift friends arrived from all over the country by car or SST
(Skinny Silver Tube). The show was a huge success, with possibly record-breaking attendance, and mostly good
weather all week. Though conditions remained good over central FL, forecast conditions Saturday and Sunday
over North FL and South GA prompted us to depart Friday morning to ensure smooth sailing home. Wish we could
have stayed another day or two, but that just leaves more in the budget for Oshkosh!

Mercandetti Swift (L) and Roberts Swift (middle) parked with early Swift arrivals in the Vintage aircraft area.

Sandy and Paul Mercandetti
(right) with Swift friends from WA
State and MN
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T-6 Formation

B-25 “Panchito” frames entrance to
outdoor exhibit area.

P-51 and F-22 Raptors
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Aviation Pioneer: Charles A. Lorber (Part the Forth)
These articles are written by (Chapter 17 Treasurer) John Haynes, who is the grandson of Charley Haynes. Charley Haynes
was Charles Lorber's best friend and later became his brother-in-law. Several years ago, John began to research and record
the lives of both "Charleys" for a book that he is writing. His contribution today is invaluable. Their story is derived from books
of the period, magazine and newspaper articles, the University of Pennsylvania museum, and personal remembrances. The
adventure chronicles the rapid growth of aviation with the backdrop of world tensions and war.

C

harley Lorber returned from the Matto Grosso Expedition in the Fall of 1931. On the flight back, he had made room in the Sikorsky
S-38 for many souvenirs of his six-month adventure, wild animal kinds of all descriptions, primitive native adornments, tools, weapons and even a shrunken head! He could have spent weeks telling jungle tale and catching up with family events, but Pan American called again. He was summoned to crew on two legs of the upcoming inaugural night of their new Sikorsky S-40 seaplane.
The huge new Sikorsky was three times as big as an S-38 and had a passenger capacity of 34 versus the S-38 's eight. Pan American had
participated in the design of the plane, insisting on improvements necessary for the lengthy over-water routes in the Caribbean. The prototype was officially launched in October 1931 at a ceremony in Washington D.C. It was christened
by Mrs. Herbert Hoover as the "American Clipper," the first use of the term ''clipper'' in what was
to become a standard naming convention by Pan American.
The inaugural flight came out of Miami, travelling through Kingston and Barranquilla and on to
the Canal Zone, returning by the same route. Lindbergh was also to participate in this flight – his
first as a commercial pilot. Since Lindbergh planned to stay in Barranquilla and pick up the return night on its way back through, Lorber was assigned co-pilot for the Barranquilla Canal Zone
leg. Basil Rowe, another colorful pilot, was to be Lorber 's captain on that leg.
The flight out of Miami carried 32 passengers, one of which was Igor Sikorsky, designer of the
plane. On the overnight stops travelling South, Lindbergh and Sikorsky fell into long discussions
of aircraft design and technical improvements. They became fast friends. It was on this trip that
the first sketches of the next generation of Sikorsky aircraft, the S-42, were made.
The flight eventually reached Barranquilla, one stop from the Canal Zone. As in all other ports,
normal maintenance procedures were immediately begun. While refueling the plane, and with
Lindbergh standing atop the wings of the S-40, the fuel filler hose failed to shut off and one wing
tank overflowed into the water. Lindbergh looked up to find that onlookers at the dock were
smoking. Fearful of an explosion, he shouted to them to put their cigarettes out. To his shock,
they complied by tossing their burn; right into the gasoline-laden water. A few critical moments
passed, but the butts were doused before they ignited the gasoline; a disaster of huge proportions was narrowly averted.
Lorber still had a plane to fly on the next leg, after all. The new route was successfully completed Charley Lorber (right) and policeman
and a new level of long- range commercial passenger service was ushered in. Pan American
neighbor in San Leandro Calif. During his
continued to push the aircraft manufacturers, particularly Sikorsky, to build bigger, faster and
Pacific Division tour
higher load capacity planes to satisfy the growing demand for international travel. However,
there were also strategic and political reasons that drove Pan American's expansion into Latin American air routes. Businessmen from all
countries were anxious to have their own nation's airline service them in their pursuit of trade with the Latin countries. The United States
was no different. The European's had an early start, the national air monopolies of both Germany and France having had a presence as early as 1927. These two countries were supporting their airlines' inevitable losses in South America through secret subsidies. The U.S. government, not having a ''national airline'' of its own, was effectively supporting Pan American through its lucrative mail contracts. So, the race
was on to put together a route system which would cover Latin America and favor the country whose airline succeeded. The Latin countries
played the Europeans off against each other and the United States. As a result, they benefited tremendously and were recipients of free or
low-cost airports, radio stations and equipment as the aviation infrastructures were built. It was Pan American's increasing advantage in
aircraft equipment and business savvy which allowed it to begin to dominate the Latin American routes. By 1934 Pan American had developed a significant lead and was flying 55 percent of the total air route mileage.
As Pan American Airlines grew during this period, Lorber continued to move higher in the echelons of its pilot corps. He was now commanding flights of the S-40's on various Caribbean routes and was better able to get assignments which would terminate at his home in Miami.
On the Miami home front, his family was healthy and prospering. He had built a new, modem house in Coconut Grove, just down the street
from Pan American's Miami International Terminal at Dinner Key. His community status had grown as a result of his position with Pan American. Financially speaking, they were very comfortable – life was good for the Lorber family.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

can. Financially speaking, they were very comfortable – life was good for the Lorber family.
Meanwhile, Pan American was always looking toward expanding its world horizons and was beginning to explore new routes in the Pacific:- exciting, ambitious, and dangerous new routes, which
promised to connect the United States mainland with Asia. Lorber wanted to be a part of that new
adventure.
The newest Sikorsky amphibian, the S-42, had been introduced in 1934 and was to be the vehicle
by which Pan American would conquer the Pacific. It carried the same number of passengers but
had a much greater payload capacity and cruised at a faster speed (140 mph) than the S-40. To
span the Pacific, strategically located islands were to be steppingstones for the route from San
Francisco to Hong Kong. Hawaii, Midway, Wake, Guam and the Philippines were selected. Pan
American construction crews, working from a 5,000-ton freighter loaded with supplies, had been
sent to prepare each of those islands as full- service stopping points. Terminal buildings and hotels
were built, coral heads were blasted, piers were extended, radio towers were installed, generators
were set up and supply depots were created. All of the work was done within eight short months
during which time Pan American sent four separate survey flights along that route as far as Wake.
As before, politics played a big role with the development of air routes. Japan was very suspicious of
any moves the United States made in the Pacific. And the United States was distrustful of Japan's
growing expansionist tendencies. Therefore, the U.S. government was very encouraging to Pan
American when they showed an interest in the Pacific routes. The island terminals could be used as
look- outposts against any Japanese military operations. The U.S. government gave all diplomatic
Charley Lorber and his nephew,
assistance to the company as was needed to begin their
Charles Haynes Jr., in front of a
expansion. At last, in November of 1935 the first transCommodore flying boat in Miami
Pacific mail flight lifted off from San Francisco, headed for
Manila. It was flown in a new Martin 130 China Clipper, which had been developed under contract to
Pan American specifically for these long Pacific flights. It had a range of 2,400 miles fully loaded and
could carry 32 passengers. This flight was carrying mail only; passenger service would not commence until almost a year later when the route had been thoroughly tested.
Lorber's request for the Pacific assignment was accepted and he moved his family to San Leandro,
close to the Pan American terminal at Alameda in San Francisco Bay. His arrival coincided with the
inauguration of passenger flight in the Pacific. However, service could go only as far as Manila, since
the British had yet to allow foreign airlines any landing rights. Lorber began his flying in the new Martins, initially as co-pilot to R. O. D. Sullivan, another senior Pan American pilot who commanded some
of the earlier survey flights. Shortly thereafter, Lorber took command of his own flights. When the
first air mail route was opened to Hong Kong, he skippered the Hawaii to San Francisco leg of that
flight. He continued as captain in the Martins and eventually logged 11 round trip flights to China
and over 200,000 miles in the air before his tour in the Pacific was completed. He was advanced to
the rank of "Master of Flying Boats'' for Pan Am a high honor and one of only a few that was ever
made by Pan American. During this Pacific tour, Lorber had no accidents, incidences or close calls
on any of his flights; he ran a tight ship and made sure all preparations and precautions were taken
(Continued on page 12)

Charley Lorber

ADVERTISEMENT
Soar with Stevenson
Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an internationally recognized soaring record holder is
offering Glider introduction flights for members at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested,
email contact@eaa17.org for details.
A portion of the proceeds from members flights is
returned to Chapter 17
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before and during the flights. Although all pilots strove to avoid accidents, there were two great losses during Lorber 's time in the Pacific. Ed
Musick, the most famous of all Pan American pilots, was lost in an explosion of his S-42, Samoan Clipper, during a commercial flight to New
Zealand. And the Hawaiian Clipper, one of the only three M-130s built, was lost mysteriously on a flight from Guam to Manila. It just vanished 300 miles from the Philippine coast. There was never any positive evidence of the cause of the disappearance, but many suspect it
was either shot down or hijacked by the Japanese.
In May of 1938, Pan American transferred Lorber to the Atlantic Division, in preparation for new routes being opened to Europe. The routes
would now be possible using either the Martin 130 or a new flying boat under construction by Boeing. The Boeing 314 would dwarf any other ship which had previously been built in the United States. Lorber was of great value to Pan American a Master of Flying Boats with extensive trans-oceanic experience. The new Boeing and Lorber seemed a perfect match, and Lorber himself couldn't wait to fly the newest clipper east to European skies.

.Publisher’s

Note: Be watching for the final installment on the amazing life of aviation
legend Charles Lorber.

FOR SALE:
Hanson Bucker 131E
Jungmann
Ladyhawk was built in 1986. The 180
horsepower engine has only 425 hrs.
of time. A&P mechanic Lee Andrews
signed off on the rebuild done from
2007 to 2014. Sonny was asking
$85,000.00. I realize someone will
need to take the wings off and
transport it to a landing strip that has
more than 1,100 feet (which is what
Carahills' landing strip has). Therefore,
I am willing to make allowances for the
move. I have attached picture of the
plane.
Contact: jetdude56@gmail.com

This year, Chapter 17
celebrates our 65th
anniversary as an EAA
Chapter.
Since we can’t party in
person right now,
we’re revising the cake
we had five years ago.
Ummm-tasty!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This Month’s Calendar is sponsored by Coronavirus.
“Just when you think it’s okay to leave THE HOUSE. . . “
COVID-19 has disrupted all of our lives. All plans are on hold until further notice. Hopefully, this will be over soon, but not too
soon as to render the current sacrifices ineffective.

Video education abounds, so visit https://www.eaa.org/Videos
May 22

Young Eagle Event at Madisonville (KMNV)

June 3-6

EAA Ford Trimotor returns to Knoxville Downtown Island Airport

Morristown Chapter 1494 Updates:
May 1 – Airport Breakfast @ Morristown Regional Airport – 8:30 – 10:30

This is our planned grand re-start of our 1st Saturday breakfasts!!
June 10 – 13 – EAA’s Ford Tri-Motor @ Morristown Regional Airport
Will be confirmed after the March Airport Commission Meeting.
June 26 – 3rd Annual Splash-in on Douglas Lake – 10am – 1pm

We will be back in the same cove as the first 2 years.
Cove is located at: Latitude: 36.023384, Longitude: -83.391938
882 Lakeshore Drive Dandridge, TN 37725

Greenville Chapter 1455 Updates
May 15 –
EAA 1355 will host a Flying Start Event on 5/15 at 9 AM. If you know of an adult with
a serious interest in learning to fly, please have them contact us!
May 29 —
EAA 1355 will have a Fly In/ Cook Out on 5/29. Planning is underway now. More details soon. Plan to stop by if you’re flying over the holiday weekend!

ADVERTISEMENT
Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B
For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes
For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours
He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky and Tail
Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our members.
If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44, he can
handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818 FAA CRS VDJR395X
A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17
Knoxville Tennessee
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EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit cooperative association to obtain instruction and education in
aviation.

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____

Knoxville Tennessee

