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Message from your President
Please join us for pizza this Saturday March 6th at noon at my hangar,
Wolfcreek 2TN7. We are planning to hold a Mountain Flying seminar hosted
by chapter member, Linwood Stevenson, CFI, ATP, ASMEL and Glider. He
has hours and hours of mountain flying experience in powered and nonpowered aircraft, from the Rockies to the Smokies. Here is a link he sent me
that he will touch on, and he will have a video to show on the topic.
https://www.mountainflying.com/Pages/mountain-flying/do_dont.html
If anyone is interested in tutoring for mountain flying in your aircraft in this
area, Linwood is often available and would be happy to accompany you on
exploration flights throughout the area. This
is some training that we all really need since
we are based so close to the mountains.
Make sure you RSVP me if you plan to attend so I know how much pizza to order.
We had 12 members show up for our Weight
& Balance workshop at Wolfcreek earlier
this month. My thanks go to Marty McKee
for his nice presentation and his calibrated
scales. We weighed my RV9A. The empty
weight came in at 1078 pounds, giving me a
useful load of 672 pounds. Not bad for a
(Continued on page 2)

Jimmy Hunt– Fly to GA2
It’s time to get back to socializing and enjoying the fellowship of our Chapter. We are
planning a camping trip on March 12-14 (weather permitting) to Williamson Ga
(GA2). Let me know if you are planning to attend at jwh2race@yahoo.com and also if
your not on the fly out list and I will add you. Hope to see you there.
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small light aircraft. With full fuel, 36 gallons, I still have a useful load of 456 pounds for pilot, passenger, and baggage.
We may be hosting the EAA Ford TriMotor around May or June
this year. It’s not scheduled in concrete yet, but they have
reached out to our chapter to host it again if everything goes as
planned at their end. For those of you that have been involved
with it in the past, you know how much fun it can be.
A few months ago, I was browsing through
www.vansairforce.net and came across a post from a local pilot, Gary Arthur, read his BIO in this newsletter. He was asking
for some help with a cracked exhaust pipe on his RV4 based at
Rockwood airport. I reached out to him and directed him to
Marty McKee, who had some local contacts who were able to
help him. Nothing like networking throughout our aviation
group.
We now have another local pilot to fly with us for
breakfast whenever he is in town and a new chapter
member. It’s hard for any aviation type person to
meet me without being recruited to join our chapter.
Sorry Gary it’s in my DNA.
Eight of us Chapter 17 members flew into KRHP
Western Carolina Regional airport last Saturday for
lunch. This was a short flight over the mountains on

a very cold winter day. Once I found the
airport, I had 5,000 feet to lose before
dropping into this airport way down in a
small valley. We also got a tour of BIPE
aircraft restorations facility while there.
This company does perfect quality restorations of mostly vintage aircraft. The
owner is Jerry Stadtmiller. Most of you
have read his wife, Lisa Turner’s articles, she writes for the EAA magazine.
His website is www.bipeinc.com.
Our Flight Planner Jimmy Hunt, is working on plans for us to fly to the March
12th-14th event at Peach State Aerodrome GA2 in Williamson, GA! So, con-
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tact him if you plan to attend or have questions for him. Fly in on Friday afternoon/evening to enjoy a
Pint Night at their on-site restaurant, Barnstormer's Grill! Then wander back over to your campsite for a
bonfire with all your flying friends. On Saturday morning wake up to the smell of coffee and bacon and
the sound of aviation enthusiasts eager to get the flying started! On Saturday night they will have live music from a local artist and another bonfire. Stay tuned for more information! Of course this depends on
weather and if it is warm enough to camp. There are some hotels nearby if it does get too cool at night or
your back is better suited for a regular bed.
I am anxious to get back to our regular gatherings later this year.

George Douglas
865-376-2053 george@oilhelp.com

Big

news for the Sky program. We
have purchased the plane from my
partner. It now will be registered in the program’s name. That means when it’s done we
can use it for flight training youth. We are well
on our way. —Jesse Katz

C17 visits KRHP,
Western Carolina Regional Airport
Andrews, North Carolina,
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Should I be taking oil samples?
By George Douglas
This is a question I often get when talking about making our aircraft engines live a longer
life. My answer usually starts with a question. What do you know about oil analysis and
what are your expectations if you are using this technology? Take a look at this You Tube
link to help educate yourself on oil analysis, https://youtu.be/bkZUmO_OCPs
This video explains what the process is and what to expect. In aviation we are all accustomed to following directions and rules, from FAR’s, to safe maintenance practices from
OEM’s. As an aircraft owner the FAA holds you responsible for proper maintenance, not
your mechanic. The buck stops with you.
Now I will ask why change your oil at 25 hours or 50 hours or every 4 months, whichever
comes first if your oil sample reports show normal wear, and the oil is suitable for continued use? Why not extend your oil changes longer on your next change? Once you establish a base line then you may be able to start a new extended maintenance schedule saving money and time. The recommended oil changes by the OEM’s are basically a safety
net in case you are using your aircraft in a worst-case environment and low time use scenario.
Oil does not turn into a pumpkin if you exceed the time, especially when using a good oil
filter. What oil does do over time is lose some of its additive chemistry, like viscosity improvers, anti-foaming, Rust inhibitors, and anti-wear additives. How fast this happens depends on the internal condition of your engine, plus the environment you operate out of,
and even the type of airport surfaces you operate from. The airstrip surfaces can influence how much dirt-like contaminants your engine is ingesting, which would show up on
your oil reports. It may also indicate that your air filter may need serviced, or air is getting
in unfiltered.
Some labs used for aircraft oil analysis do not test things like viscosity, how much acid
neutralizers are remaining, and the levels of other additive chemistry needed to make an
informed decision to extend your oil change intervals.
Feel free to contact me with questions
concerning this subject. I have had
over 50 plus years of experience performing oil analysis and evaluating
those reports. Starting in the USAF, as
a jet engine mechanic, then 30 years
with Delta airlines, plus 40 years with
my part time job as an oil distributor.
George@oilhelp.com
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LONG on Safety
By Greg Long

FAA Covid-19 Vaccination Guidance:
Use of Moderna COVID-19 Vaccines by Pilots and Air
Traffic Controllers
The COVID-19 vaccine produced by Moderna requires two doses 28 days apart
and is available to the American public under provisions of an Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). After careful
review of available data regarding safety profiles, the FAA Office of Aerospace
Medicine (AAM) adopts the following policy as both safe and operationally
responsive to this unique situation:
Holders of FAA-issued Airman Medical Certificates or Medical Clearances may
receive the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine; however, a 48-hour “No Fly/No SafetyRelated Duty” interval must be observed after each dose.

Use of COVID-19 Vaccines by Pilots and Air Traffic Controllers
The COVID-19 public health emergency has driven extraordinary global efforts to
develop an effective and safe vaccine. Some of the vaccines in clinical testing are
using novel technology, such as mRNA. The
vaccine produced by Pfizer and BioNTech has been
made available to the American public under an
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) by the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA).
After careful review of available data regarding
safety profiles, the FAA Office of Aerospace
Medicine (AAM) adopts the following policy as both safe and operationally
responsive to this unique situation:
Holders of FAA-issued Airman Medical Certificates or Medical Clearances may
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine; however, a 48-hour no fly/no
safety related duty interval must be observed after each dose.
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WHERE DO YOU FLY?
By Jerry Depew

With so many flying events and Saturday morning breakfasts now canceled my flying has diminished
greatly. Flying regularly is good for maintaining flying proficiency and good engine health but where do
you go? I make frequent flights to Monroe County where I can find fresh coffee and low fuel prices. That
has evolved into a group of pilots that agree to pack a lunch and rendezvous at another airport for an
outdoor meal that allows for good fellowship and social distancing. I like Subway sandwiches because
they travel well.

My last adventure involved seven people and three airplanes at the Crossville airport where we were given a tour of Tim Spurling's twin engine Beech 18 with the nose wheel conversion. It was also a good opportunity to fly the ILS Approach to test my equipment.
Bring a chair and a sandwich and enjoy this spectacular weather.

John Tierney’s RV-7A
Freshly painted by Boss
Aircraft Refinishers in
Salisbury, NC.

At home at MNV
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Aviation Pioneer: Charles A. Lorber (Part the Second)
These articles are written by (Chapter 17 Treasurer) John Haynes, who is the grandson of Charley Haynes. Charley Haynes
was Charles Lorber's best friend and later became his brother-in-law. Several years ago, John began to research and record
the lives of both "Charleys" for a book that he is writing. His contribution today is invaluable. Their story is derived from books
of the period, magazine and newspaper articles, the University of Pennsylvania museum, and personal remembrances. The
adventure chronicles the rapid growth of aviation with the backdrop of world tensions and war.

A

fter Charley Lorber’s
best friend, and
brother-in-law, Charley Haynes was killed in the tragic seaplane crash in Muskoka
that August of·1928. Lorber was
at a loss for what to do with his
career. There were no real passenger airlines to look to for employment. Most failed or were
too small to need new pilots.
Starting, a new charter service in
the North. Away from his Miami
home was not appealing either.
So, Ed Musick’s offer to work for
Miami-Based Pan American
came at an opportune time. Musick was very convincing about
how well-managed this airline
was with Juan Trippe, three
years younger than Lorber. as
president. Musick explained that
Trippe had loved, aviation all his
life. He had flown for a year in
the Air Corps Reserve, during
World War I, and had founded
Yale University's first flying club.
Trippe had the dream of developing a successful airline. At
about the same time, as Lorber
and Haynes were staring theirs.
Trippe started a charter service,
Long Island Airways. with six
other pilots, and some surplus
Navy Jennies (JN4D) purchased
for $500 each. His true airline
was Colonial Air Transport Co.,
with which Trippe Flew the very
first Postal Service mail contract.
New York to Boston. Disagreements with his partners (he was too aggressive for their tastes) caused Trippe to sell his interest in the company.
Another opportunity came quickly when the Postal Service asked for bidders on a new mail route Key West to Havana. Trippe
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

immediately formed a new company, Aviation Corporation of America (ACA), to try to win that
contract. But other well-financed interest groups had the same idea. Including Florida Airways
which was already operating in Florida, and Pan American Airways, which had already gathered considerable financial resources for the bidding. Pan American won the bid, but had no
aircraft to meet the inaugural fight deadline. However, Trippe had shrewdly made an earlier
trip to Havana and had negotiated exclusive landing rights there for his ACA. further preventing Pan American from being able to fulfill their contract. With that trump card in hand, Trippe
entered negotiations with the other two companies and forged a merger which left Trippe in
control of the holding company for all three airlines. The Pan American subsidiary operated
the mail route and made its first mail flight from Key West to Havana in a borrowed plane.
And so was born the most famous and grand of all the world's airlines, and one which was to
provide Lorber with so many adventures.
Trippe brought aboard key individuals who all contributed towards future Pan American preeminence: Andre Priester. the Dutch-born organizational and technical genius who was to
head up operations: Ed Musick, Lorber’s friend and a skillful pilot who would become Pan
American 's chief pilot for 10 years until his untimely death in the Pacific: Hugo Leuteritz the
Charles A. Lorber
electronics genius hired away from RCA who would develop leading edge navigational aids;
and Charles Lindbergh who as technical advisor to Pan American, gave the airline invaluable advice and constant publicity.
So, this was the organization that Charley Lorber had signed on with at the end of· 1928 - a young but aggressive new airline.
looking for quick growth and expansion into other international air routes and led by exceptionally talented individuals. Charley
Lorber added to that pool of talent with his wealth of experience
in flying boats.
Lorber’s first flights with Pan American were as co-pilot/
mechanic on the Key West/Havana route, one which was already quite familiar to him. as he had flown it many times before
on charter fights with his Own planes. He could not start immediately as pilot since he lacked the minimum 2,500 hours which
Priester had set for his pilots. Nor did he have multiengine time,
having primarily flown the single engine Curtiss HS-2Ls in his
rum running days. However, he quickly made a name for himself
with his skill and attention to mechanical detail, a trait very important in those days when navigational electronics were nonexistent and equipment reliability was paramount. Even the
short 90-mile flight Havana to Key West was dangerous if·
Charles Lorber, Charles Lindbergh, Juan Trippe, Bill Ehmer

ADVERTISEMENT
Soar with Stevenson
Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an internationally recognized soaring record holder is
offering Glider introduction flights for members at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested,
email contact@eaa17.org for details.
A portion of the proceeds from members flights is
returned to Chapter 17

(Continued on page 9)
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weather or visibility was not good. as it frequently was not. Missing the small island of Key West meant probable ditching in
the Gulf of Mexico. Lorber’s exploits on this run are even today remembered in a news article hanging on the wall of the Key
West Pan American ticket office (now a local pub). After Key West, Lorber 's next assignment was co-pilot on the run from Cuba to San Juan, where he continued to log hours and gain multi-engine experience.
New routes were then being added to Pan American’s schedules through acquisition of other small airlines in the Caribbean
(West Indian Aerial Express, Basil Rowes airline) and Central America (Compania Mexicana). At this time. Pan American had
won the bidding for one of the new international routes- FAM route No. 6 which went from Florida down through the islands to
Trinidad and South America. Lindbergh was to pilot the initial survey night with his new bride, Anne, along for what was also to
be a kind of combined honeymoon and goodwill trip. The Trippes, Juan and his wife, Betty, were also to accompany the Lindberghs, since Trippe could negotiate for landing rights directly in the countries they would be visiting. Their co-pilot of choice
for the trip was Charley Lorber. The radio operator was another close Miami friend of Lorber 's. Bill Ehmer.
The flight started south from Miami in a Fokker Trimotor through Cuba to San Juan, where they changed to an amphibian Sikorsky S-38 which was more suited for the uncertain landing facilities in the Caribbean and South America. Publicity had been
preplanned, with Ehmer relaying his poetry-like hourly flight log entries by radio to Miami. Pan American's PR organization edited the transmissions and provided mimeographed copies for all of the press community, who were ravenous for up-to-date
details of this romantic adventure featuring America's favorite couple. Thus, the public immediately learned of Anne's frequent
airborne letter writing, Betty's keeping her diary, Juan's conducting business by relayed radio messages and Lindbergh's masterful handling of the plane. Lorber recalled that Lindbergh, at the controls and because of the noise, would turn to toss humorous notes back to Anne. She found them quite entertaining and a welcome break in the monotony of the long legs over
water.

At all of the stops along the route, throngs of crowds gathered to greet the Lindberghs. Sometimes the duration of stops only
allowed time for refueling and transfer of the mail, in which case ceremonies were held right at the airports. But for the overnight stays, there was a parade into town, lavish dinners, and festivities well into the night. Modest as Lindbergh was, he
would insist that the Trippes ride in the first car or take the best hotel room and a good-natured battle began on which one
could convince the other to take the best room or the place of honor. Meanwhile, Lorber, being responsible for all maintenance and flight preparations, would stay with the plane to assure its readiness for the morrow. Overall, the trip was hard on
every one of the travelers, with sleep and regular meals hard to come by. The need to reduce weight because of payload limitations and heavy mail loads prevented any of them from carrying any but the essentials.
The flight made its way south through the Lesser Antilles to Trinidad and then on to Paramaribo, the terminus. On the return
trip, they would take the alternate coastal route through Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Guatemala
City, Belize, and Cozumel, thus scouting a second route to South America.

On the flight to Maracay, Venezuela, Anne, who was an avid photographer, could not get a good camera angle for shots she
wanted from inside the plane. Lindbergh gave the controls to Lorber, took the camera from Anne and immediately crawled
midway up the inside of the nose of the S-38. He opened the hatch and stood up in the 110 mile per hour slip stream to get a
better shot. Not satisfied with this angle either, Lindbergh horrified the others by climbing up out of the hatch and crawling on
hands and knees, with no restraints nor parachute whatever, atop the cowling toward the forward anchor compartment. To
Lorber, there came a new importance to the phrase "straight and level night." Lindbergh made it to the forward compartment,
dropped down into it and took his pictures. He then crawled back through the slipstream the same way he had come, regained his cockpit seat, and took the controls. A numbed silence followed that performance until they landed in Maracay. The
next evening, corning into Barranquilla, Colombia and low on fuel, Lindbergh was forced to circle over the field because of an
enormous crowd congregated on the field itself, waiting to greet him. For 45 minutes they circled, dropping notes to the police, pleading to have the field cleared. But to no avail. The engines finally stopped and in the next moments of silence, Lindbergh explained that he had earlier spotted a lagoon, about two miles off, on which to land. Lorber hurriedly cranked up the
wheels as Lindbergh flew a shallow dead-stick glide toward the lagoon. He just made it, splashing to a stop in the middle.
Shortly, some G-string clad native men approached in dugout canoes and ferried them all to shore where they caught rides
into town and the waiting ceremonies. Lorber was up early the next morning, having made arrangements for can of fuel to be
hauled by boat out to the amphibian. Landing the S-38 in the small lagoon was one thing; getting it out was something very
different. But Lorber was up to the task and had the plane back at the airport, refueled, checked out and ready to go by the
time the rest of the entourage arrived.
The routine changed little all the way back to Cozumel. From there, the Trippes continued on their separate way back to New
(Continued on page 10)
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York. But the Lindberghs, with Lorber and Ehmer, brought
aboard two other passengers-an archaeologist and a Saturday Evening Post writer, for the purpose of exploring the
Mayan ruins for the ensuing five days. Most of the exploration was all done from the air. Bacalar and Coba were
breathtaking. The coastal ruin of Tulum was done by boat
and by foot. Many unique photographs and a wealth of cartographical information were gathered. Lorber and Lindbergh worked even closer as the special navigational and
communication tasks of that expedition provided an exceptional challenge for them both. The visits to the ruins were
eventually documented in a Saturday Evening Post article.
Back in Miami, Lorber was awarded a special letter of commendation from Lindbergh and Pan American for his exemplary performance on the trip. Further, he was assigned to
pioneer another new route from Miami through Kingston,
Guatemala City, 1929. Charles Lindberg in center, Charles
Jamaica to the Panama Canal Zone, which route was sucLorber in cockpit.
cessfully inaugurated in December 1930. Lorber was closing in on the number of hours needed for his captaincy and
was getting the best of the Caribbean assignments.
But rather than offering Lorber command on one of the established routes, Pan American asked if he would be interested in
one of the most unique of all assignments command of the lone seaplane guiding a scientific expedition into the heart of the
unexplored Matto Grosso jungles of Brazil, for nine months. Before accepting that challenge, Charley thought he'd best consult
his wife and growing family of five children.

Publisher’s Note: Be watching for the next installment on the amazing life of aviation legend Charles Lorber.

This year, Chapter 17
celebrates our 65th
anniversary as an EAA
Chapter.
Since we can’t party in
person right now,
we’re revising the cake
we had five years ago.
Ummm-tasty!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This Month’s Calendar is sponsored by Coronavirus.
“Just when you think it’s okay to leave THE HOUSE. . . “
COVID-19 has disrupted all of our lives. All plans are on hold until further notice. Hopefully,
this will be over soon, but not too soon as to render the current sacrifices ineffective.

Video education abounds, so visit https://www.eaa.org/Videos
10:00 AM, we will be holding a workshop on Mountain Flying with Linwood Stevenson.
This will be held at my heated hangar at (Wolf Creek, 2TN7) 494 Holderford Rd. Kingston.
March 6

Short Notice Aviation Plans (SNAP) Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a
weekend?

Ready to schedule:
 Group Fly Out to the Tennessee Museum Of Aviation in Sevierville.
 Group Fly Out to Andrews, NC (KRHP) to see Jerry Stadtmiller and look at his An-

tique Aircraft Restoration and Repair operation. (53 miles from DKX)
 Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242 in Columbia, SC. Trade Airplane Rides
Guest Speakers ready to meet with EAA Chapter 17:
 Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.
 TEMPEST Spark Plugs with Vince Bechtel.
 A continuation of ForeFlight training.
 Future plans include a seminar on Mountain Flying.
 Aerobatics Seminar? Do You have a meeting suggestion?

ADVERTISEMENT
Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B
For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes
For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours
He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky
and Tail Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our members.
If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44,
he can handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818 FAA CRS VDJR395X
A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17
Knoxville Tennessee
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Mountain Land Flyer

Page 12

EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit cooperative association to obtain instruction and education in
aviation.

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____

Knoxville Tennessee

