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Mountainland
Flyer
Next Gathering
Saturday January 9th at 1 PM
Zack Chase’s Fibertech Composites at 3401 Long Hollow
Rd Knoxville Tn. 37938
(Read below)

Message from your President
I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and are now looking for a much better
2021. The year 2020 will go down in world history as one of the most challenging years due to the pandemic. It has caused personal hardships, business failures, and even limited social time with family and loved ones. Here
at Chapter 17, we have done our best to keep our chapter engaged with limited activities since ceasing our regular monthly meetings after March 2nd. At
this time, we still have no idea of when we can resume our monthly Chapter
Gatherings.
January 1st, 2021 our chapter celebrates its 65th year in existence. EAA National was formed in 1953 and our chapter signed up in 1956 personally by
Paul Poberezny. So, we are one of the oldest chapters and, in my opinion,
one of the best.

We were able to hold a few workshops during 2020, like electronic
ignition, Propeller dynamic balancing, and the Cosh’s RV14A build.
We held a couple of fly-ins/cookouts at Wolfcreek and at Tellico
Plains Airstrip.
I flew a couple Young Eagles and Adult Eagles over Thanksgiving and Stephen
Wickizer flew a few down in Florida. Jesse Katz has continued his weekly
youth program at SkyRanch. Ken Strong & Jimmy Hunt attended a workshop
at the Sun ‘n Fun Fly-in Car Show in Lakeland.
Throughout 2020 many of us viewed the webinars produced by the EAA,
AOPA, FAA, and SocialFlight. Board member, Greg Long, completed the Chapter Leadership Training webinar held by EAA. Tech Councilor, Jim Auman,
attended an engine building seminar up at Lycoming headquarters in PA.
(Continued on page 2)
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Marvin McGraw received more formation flying training down in Georgia in his RV14 that he and Sandy
built.
We had two members finish their aircraft builds in 2020. John Williams completed his Rans 21.
Outbound and Joe Simpson completed his RV9A. Now Joe is planning to build an RV10 next.
Our Webmaster, Robert Berlin, along with some help from Matt Everett and Gary Picou, have our new
website almost ready to go live. Keep an eye out for it at www.eaa17.og.
Our first gathering for 2021 will be Saturday January 9th at 1 PM at Zack Chase’s Fibertech Composites. His
address is 3401 Long Hollow Rd Knoxville Tn. 37938, telephone 772-341-3704. He operates his Glasair
Sportsman and Glastar aircraft Builder’s Assistance Business from his large backyard shop. Since the Glastar’s have wings that fol d back, it allows customers to trailer their aircraft to him from anywhere there is a
road.

We have about 50 boys, ages 7-17 from Trail life’s Troop 179, waiting for us to schedule our next Young
Eagles event. This group split off from the Boy Scouts a few years ago. We are not able to lock down the
date of our next event yet.
Your President, George Douglas

Chapter 17 Member Profile—Nick Mercer.
As a kid he was always fixing things mechanical. He built a
Radio Controlled aircraft (Firebird XL) and was able to get a
taste of larger scale aircraft with his uncles Cessna Cardinal.
When he grew up, he went to an A&P school in Kentucky
where he earned his license. When he finished his training,
jobs were hard to come by with no experience. So, he
hired on with Lockheed doing composite work on the F-35
fighter and then with Spirit AeroSystems on the B 787. He
now works for a regional airline, Endeavor, at TYS working
on CRJ's, where in his words, he does it all. We are happy
to have another mechanic join our chapter.

George Douglas
Some familiar faces?
Paul and Sandy Mercandetti appear in EAA Aviation Foundation ad,
despite clearly not
meeting the over 70 age
group!
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LONG on Safety
Make 2021 a Little Safer
About 66 percent of general aviation accidents are pilot related
and about 20 percent can be attributed to mechanical issues. This
month’s article is dedicated to the 66 percent of pilot related issues,
and some measures that could promote safer flying.
• Before every flight perform the “I AM SAFE” checklist, this will help assess whether YOU,
the pilot are ready to fly
• (I) Illness, don’t fly if you are sick
•
(Or have had a COVID-19 Vaccine within the last 48 hours)
• (M) Medication, don’t fly if on a medication which could alter your performance
• (S) Stress, don’t fly if overly stressed
• (A) Alcohol, don’t fly if impaired by alcohol
• (F) Fatigue, don’t fly if fatigued
• Take offs are the highest risk of being fatal since there is little margin for error
• Do a thorough and complete pre-flight inspection
• Make sure weight and balance is within limits
• Check density altitude and aircraft performance
• Perform pre-takeoff briefings
• Stay current
• Landings represent an area of high risk, i.e. ground loops, stalls, hard landings, etc. The
following are best practices to reduce risk:
• Practice slow flight
• Know and use the aircraft’s optimal power and pitch settings in the pattern and on
final approach
• Stay current, shoot landings regularly
• Weather decision making is also an area of
risk but deserves to be addressed by itself.
HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Greg Long
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WHERE DO YOU FLY?
By Jerry Depew

With so many flying events and Saturday morning breakfasts now canceled my flying has diminished
greatly. Flying regularly is good for maintaining flying proficiency and good engine health but where do
you go? I make frequent flights to Monroe County where I can find fresh coffee and low fuel prices. That
has evolved into a group of pilots that agree to pack a lunch and rendezvous at another airport for an
outdoor meal that allows for good fellowship and social distancing. I like Subway sandwiches because
they travel well.

My last adventure involved seven people and three airplanes at the Crossville airport where we were given a tour of Tim Spurling's twin engine Beech 18 with the nose wheel conversion. It was also a good opportunity to fly the ILS Approach to test my equipment.
Bring a chair and a sandwich and enjoy this spectacular weather.

Roger & Juliet Cosh’s open house
We had a great time at the Cosh’s while checking out
the progress they have made on their RV14A build. We
had around 15 people attend. Their work quality is better than what you would see in a production aircraft.
They have a really nice stand-alone 3 car garage that is
as large as many hangars to build it in.
Roger built a small wooden box with one side aluminum to drive flush and round head rivets as a test. We
had a tie go to our youngest contestants, my grandson
Roger Brainard and Marvin & Sandy’s friend, Joshua,
he and his wife are
new pilots from
SkyRanch.
Our tour of the Swift
museum was canceled. Several of us
after went out to
lunch at a Mexican
restaurant in Etowah
that gave us a private room for our
group to eat in.
George Douglas
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Ken Strong’s Zenith Workshop Experience
By Ken Strong

On

December 2nd Jimmy Hunt and I decided to leave the Tennessee cold weather and head
to sunny Florida. We wanted to attend the Sun ‘n Fun Holiday Flying Festival. I had a spot
reserved for Zenith's rudder build workshop on the 3rd and 4th.
We had a great flight with a tail wind and the air was silky smooth. With a quick refuel stop in Williston, FL ($3.15/gal) we proceeded to the Lakeland airport and looked forward to the warm gulf
breeze for our camping experience. Upon arrival at Lakeland, ground told us to proceed to the FBO
where we learned that no one knew what was happening this weekend or where we were supposed
to go for aircraft camping! Apparently Jimmy had a contact that got everything sorted out and we
taxied to the other side of the airport to the aircraft campground. There was only one other aircraft
there so we thought this should be a nice quiet evening to sit around our tents after a nice warm
shower, sandwiches and a cool one. It was a cool one alright, low forty degrees and no hot water in
the showers! We about froze. With lots of quilts for Jimmy and my cold weather sleeping bag and
wool blanket we snuggled into our respective tents for the night. None of the food vendors were
open the next morning (groan), so I thought I could last till lunch during the workshop. Jimmy had to
fend for himself with another sandwich and water.

The workshop opened up the hangar about 8:30 AM and it was warm inside! This was the hangar
the students used to build their aircraft parts and a Zenith Cruzer. There were three other builders
in addition to me. After a brief introduction about what we could expect for the next couple of days
we proceeded to start building the rudders. One of our hosts suddenly came around and asked
what we wanted from McDonalds. Wow, my stomach was not bashful at this point! McDucks and
hot coffee was just the ticket.
Anyway, I began to piece together the skeleton of the Zenith Cruzer rudder. I was pleased with the
illustrated plans and the pictured construction manual. What would a guy do without pictures! First
time I ever had a pair of cleco pliers and clecos in my hands. The clecos temporarily held the parts
together before we started the riveting process.
I smelled it before I saw our host bringing in McDucks Egg McMuffins and hot coffee. I didn't mind
having my build interrupted so my stomach would stop its insistent complaining. So after breakfast it
was back to work building. Sounds like a Jon Croke building tips quote!
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

The Zenith crew cruised around the
shop offering answers to any questions and a few tips for the builders. They never attempted to build
anything for us which was excellent
in my mind. Then another first, I got
to squeeze my first rivet with the
pneumatic rivet gun. Two swishing
sounds from the gun and there it
was, a nice round headed rivet,
done properly I might add. It was
not possible to use the wrong size
rivets because Zenith uses the
predrilled final size hole concept
with the kits they now produce. Every piece lined up perfectly
and the riveting went smooth and
quick. Did I mentioned they had
pictures to follow!
No one was in a big rush and we
got to visit and get to know each
other during the morning. Two of
the builders brought their wives with them to assist with the build. The ladies really seemed to enjoy
the experience. One couple was building the STOL Super Duty rudder which consisted of the entire
vertical stabilizer since the Super Duty utilizes the all moving rudder system. It was so light that it
was the wife that hoisted
up the vertical stabilizer
by herself and carried it
outside for the group pictures the following
day. That couple actually
finished the project in one
day! Shows how easy
and quickly parts go together. The other couple
also finished the Cruzer
rudder in one day. I
seem to recall
a comedian saying that
every successful man
needs a woman to tell
them what to do! Now I
know what was missing
in my build!
Anyway some of the time
I was waiting for an A5
riveting gun to free up so
I decided to explore everything that was on display in the hangar and
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

take a few pictures. I will attach a couple of the workshop pictures here and send others in additional messages.

The next morning was looking up pretty good because the food venders decided to bless us with
their presence. Large egg, bacon and cheese breakfast sandwiches with hot coffee was the main
selling item of the morning. The only thing missing was hot water in the showers. Good thing we
were practicing social distancing!
The workshop continued with just three of us still building so the A5 riveter was sitting on my workbench when I arrived. Now it was time to put the skin on the rudder skeleton. Lots of clecos, two
different rivet sizes to use so I had to be careful which size cleco I used and the rivet size. All went
smooth except for one A5 rivet that decided it didn't want to live there properly, so I got to experience how to drill out a rivet. Having watched many DVDs on building aluminum aircraft I proceeded
with confidence that I could do this and lo and behold it worked as seen on TV! Then I had two rivets in the middle of the skin surface that did not seat properly. Roger Duppert of Zenith spotted the
problem and offered to drill out the rivets because it was real easy to let the drill bit get away from
you and scratch the skin. Time to defer to years of experience. Wise choice because even he had
some difficulty with the drill bit wanting to wander off of the steel shank of the pull rivet.
With the skin finally finished I fitted and drilled holes for the rudder cap. I did not install the rudder
cap nor the rudder steering horn because we had to put the rudder on top of everything in the back
of Jimmy's Bonanza aircraft. Good decision because length wise it just barely fit without banging us
in the head!
I really enjoyed this workshop. If anyone has a workshop for the aircraft they are wanting to build I
encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to learn if you have the ability to build it or the
desire to continue with the rest of the build. Some of these aircraft take a long time to build and require skills in welding, composites and fabric covering.

Friday afternoon and Saturday was spent looking at airplanes, eating lunch at the OX5 club (still the
best lunch for $5) and watching the STOL competition. An added feature this year was a car
show. Lots of great looking cars and trucks.
Sunday morning we broke camp and headed for home into a head wind. Three hours and twenty
minute flight to Lakeland and over four hours going home.

A big shout out to Jimmy Hunt for piloting me to the workshop and show. Enjoyed the flights and
the campsite company. Really missed our Significant Others, but some other time.

ADVERTISEMENT
Soar with Stevenson
Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an internationally recognized soaring record holder is
offering Glider introduction flights for members at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested,
email contact@eaa17.org for details.
A portion of the proceeds from members flights is
returned to Chapter 17
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SNAP Flyout
Our Short Notice Aviation
group rendezvous in Monroe Co. (MNV) before our
Tennessee group crossed
the Smokies to Hickory
NC (KHKY) for lunch at
the Crosswind Cafe adjacent to the FBO. The Hickory Aviation museum was
closed. Great fun
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Sometimes you just need a little jolt to get you on track
From Tom Roush

P

at and I had gone to the Airport just to get a breath of fresh air and leave off a couple of packages. We were returning to
home via US 129 just as the sun was setting. As we rounded an uphill turn, we both saw something that didn’t

look right in the glare of the setting sun. This turned out to be a head-on collision between a compact car and a
large American pickup work truck with trailer, occluded to view by smoke, dust, and air bag smoke. We both went into
action. . . Pat went after her go-pack – which was not there, because we were in my car. Pat (the speedier) went to the
accident and me to my phone calling 9-1-1.. The driver of the compact was pinned by the engine, and even with the air
bags his head had gone thru the windshield. The two in the truck had been thrown free and Adrenalin was at work.
They refused to get out of the road and the driver showed me his chest where I could see the outline (I think) of broken ribs and subcutaneous bleeding. An off duty nurse, and a first responder, showed up and knew so much more than
Pat and me, so we faded away. . .Pat getting towels from a neighbor, and me talking to 9-1-1 and directing the gawkers
to turn around, while keeping a lane open for the police and emergency vehicles.
I tell you this true story because it has so many similarities to what could be expected in a light airplane crash. For
quite a while I’ve been trying to write an article for another aviation group describing what tools you need to be able
to fix minor aircraft problems that can leave you stranded without the tools for repair. I was talking with Roy Appugliese (Ranger Roy) and he commented that many of the items in the ‘fly away tool kit’ would be useful in a First
Aid/Medical kit. So, the objective became to develop a lightweight combination emergency kit to address both off field
mechanical problems and flight incidents or accidents.
Roy’s Park Ranger, and Search and Rescue experience really paid off. The first thing decided was to be effective, the
items needed to be multifunctional, light in weight, and easily transported. Second, we agreed that commercially kits
were not going to fit the objective, plus they were very expensive.
Considering member Chapter 17 resources, we thought we’d throw it open to members to help put together such a
kit, or the framework of one which could be adapted to individual needs.

 So to get started, here are a few of the things we’d like to have in an emergency. The obvious things like
EPERB’s and cell phones, we’ve skipped over.

First on the list is a rescue blanket. Professional versions cost about $45, but an adequate product can
be had at Walmart for $23.

 Next is a source of fire. There are many ways to start a fire,
my preference is a couple of Bic lighters and AvGas and or
engine oil.

 Roll of Gorilla tape
 A bank of para cord
 A hand full of zip ties
 Several clean towels that don’t have fuzz on them. Old fashioned cotton dish towels are perfect when sealed in a Ziplock, so they don’t become grease rags.

 Next is a good multi-tool. I like the Leatherman PST-2. It is out of production but can often be found
on eBay. There are other good brands but stick to quality. If a salesman gave you a knock off, you
would find out you got what you paid for, perhaps at the worst possible moment.
Additional suggestions are welcome, direct them to publisher@eaa17.org to update the list.
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Homebuilders Week – Online Event Starts January 26
An online opportunity to learn about all aspects of building your own aircraft
By Charlie Becker, EAA Homebuilt Community Manager

EAA

is launching a new online learning event for aircraft builders:
(www.EAA.org/HomebuildersWeek). It will be five straight days of educational forums covering a broad spectrum of aircraft building topics. It will launch on Tuesday, January 26, 2021, and run until Saturday, January 30, 2021. The live online presentations will be open to everyone interested in building their own aircraft. Sessions will start at 1 p.m. CST and run until 8:30 p.m. CST daily.
This event is an opportunity for a new person to jump in with both feet and learn a lot about the wonderful world of homebuilding. We will cover areas like getting started successfully and techniques when
building with sheet metal, composites, steel, and wood. But it won't be just for the newbie; we are offering in-depth talks on panel planning, engine selection, FAA certification, flight testing, and selling a homebuilt aircraft. There will be something for every builder, whether you are just starting out, knee deep in a
project, or just received your airworthiness certificate — it is going to be a great learning opportunity.
EAA is working with industry experts, kit manufacturers, and other subject matter experts to provide topnotch material for builders. The sessions will be live and allow plenty of time for attendee questions. Recordings will be archived and available to EAA members for review.
The launch of EAA Homebuilders Week coincides with the 68th anniversary of the founding of the Experimental Aircraft Association in 1953. Those founding members of EAA lit the fuse on the homebuilt movement that provides affordable access to aircraft ownership and today has spread worldwide.

EAA Homebuilders Week is possible through the generous sponsorships of Aircraft Spruce & Specialty
Co., Dynon, Scheme Designers, Inc., and Van’s Aircraft, Inc.
Visit EAA.org/HomebuildersWeek to review the schedule and sign up for a session.

Builders Corner
We would like to run a reoccurring article called builder's corner. This is where we could list
all our builders contact info and what they are building along with some pictures. I get
members contacting me wanting to talk with someone that is building what they are or
what they are thinking about building, so they can pick their brain or get advice. Since we
would be posting contact info it would have to be on a volunteer basis to protect the innocent so to speak. So, please contact me with your info if you would like to be included.
George Douglas
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

This Month’s Calendar is sponsored by Coronavirus.
“Just when you think it’s okay to leave THE HOUSE. . . “
COVID-19 has disrupted all of our lives. All plans are on hold until further notice. Hopefully,
this will be over soon, but not too soon as to render the current sacrifices ineffective.

Video education abounds, so visit https://www.eaa.org/Videos
Dec. 9

Our first gathering for 2021 will be Saturday January 9th at 1 PM at Zack Chase’s Fibertech Composites at 3401 Long Hollow Rd Knoxville Tn. 37938, telephone 772-341-3704.
Zach operates his Glasair Sportsman and Glastar Aircraft Builder’s Assistance out of his large backyard
shop. Since the Glastar’s have wings that fold back it allows customers to bring their aircraft to him on
a trailer from anywhere there is a road. No need to have his shop located at an airport.

The reason for the early afternoon gathering instead of the usual morning is by request from our hungry members that like to fly somewhere on Saturday mornings looking for that cheap breakfast somewhere in flying distance.
Put this on your calendar for 2021 January 9th at 1 PM.

Short Notice Aviation Plans (SNAP) Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a
weekend?

Ready to schedule:
 Group Fly Out to the Tennessee Museum Of Aviation in Sevierville.

 Group Fly Out to Andrews, NC (KRHP) to see Jerry Stadtmiller and look at his An-

tique Aircraft Restoration and Repair operation. (53 miles from DKX)
 Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242 in Columbia, SC. Trade Airplane Rides
Guest Speakers ready to meet with EAA Chapter 17:
 Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.
 TEMPEST Spark Plugs with Vince Bechtel.
 A continuation of ForeFlight training.

ADVERTISEMENT
Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B
For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes
For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours
He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky
and Tail Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our members.
If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44,
he can handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818 FAA CRS VDJR395X
A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17
Knoxville Tennessee
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EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit cooperative association to obtain instruction and education in
aviation.

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____

Knoxville Tennessee

