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Your President’s Message
By George Douglas

We held our annual chapter picnic at our house and airstrip last Saturday.
Everyone seemed to enjoy having a chapter gathering again. Our members
did their best to stay spaced apart and use a mask when in close proximity
of each other. No kissing and hugging went on, even though most seemed
to really enjoy the socializing after several months of no meetings.
We had 7 aircraft land for the picnic and two low level flybys. Stephen Wickizer made a low-level pass in his C-172 since he couldn’t attend due to being
exposed to the virus and just before lunch Paul Mercandetti in his Swift
made 3 passes while turning on his smoke. He smoked the whole valley up.
I expected a 911 call from some of my neighbors thinking we had an accident. We also had several smaller scale aircraft flying throughout the weekend from Jesse Katz’s son Jacob and one of his friends. They were some of
the half dozen campers who spent the weekend alongside the airstrip.
The only accident/incident we had was a smaller scale aircraft (RC) lodging
itself in a tree. Jesse’s crash recovery team finally was able to retrieve it on
Monday.
We tried to hold an auction and did sell a few items even though most members were more interested in socializing. Leon Ridenour and Steve Curran
brought several things to donate to the chapter. Leon said he wasn’t taking
anything back, so we have stuff to auction off next time. None of my or Jerry
Depew’s stuff sold.
I got this email from Steve Curran that I have copied below:
George, I need the names of these two in the picture that flew in in the Cessna 150. Very happy that his dad knows enough R/C flying to help his son
(Continued on page 2)
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learn. I think after flying it they realized what a bargain they lucked into... I have several older models
that I will be updating over time that I hope will have similar results. Steve
Steve,
Thanks so much for making my
son's day. He was so excited to
show it to his mom and brother
and sister. I ordered a battery
and charger for him last night
and should have him flying it
this weekend. It was very good
to meet you,

James Williford & Quentin Williford
Keep an eye out for our midmonth email blast for our next
event. Late next month we are
trying to schedule a prop balance workshop at DKX on a Saturday. Hopefully, we can get
your prop balanced if you wish.
The next workshop will be on Electronic Ignition.
We are offering lifetime memberships for $100.00 and hope to put your membership on auto pilot with
auto renew as soon as we purchase the software.

Europa XS Monowheel Kit for Sale
After careful consideration, I have realized that I won’t be
able to finish my kit. Though it pains me, I will talk to anyone that would like to finish this aircraft and offer an appealing price. Would you please inform the members of
the club about it’s availability? All work is first class and to
tolerance. Thanks.
Vaughn Teegarden
Bristol, Va.
Email publisher@eaa17.org for Mr. Teegarden Contact info.
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Last Month’s “Guess Who?”
July’s Mystery Member was Alan Rosas

Alan has served 5 years of active duty in the Air Force and 28 years in the TN Air National
Guard, which is currently his day job. He has been working as a flying crew chief on KC 135
tankers since 1992. He is presently preparing to test for his A&P license. He married his beautiful wife Jennifer almost two years ago and earned his pilot’s license three days before they
got married. Jennifer is also thinking about earning her pilot certificate in the near future.
They bought a 2006 Remos in Feb 2019 and have it hangered at Big T, 80TN, in Lenoir
City. Alan recently had his aircraft moved to the experimental category with the help of our
Tech Councilor and DAR, Jim Auman.
Here is this month’s offering.
He is a frequent presence at EAA and Chapter events, long-time aviator and willing to share
his time, skill and knowledge to all who ask.
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MONROE COUNTY AIRPORT CONTINUES TO GROW
Monroe County Airport continues to grow and the adjacent property acquired for the
planned hangars has now been graded and seeded for grass. It is not ready for parking
yet but progress is being made. It is expected that they will soon be granted the needed
funds for the planned parallel taxi way and later the new ramp and hangar areas.
We all know of the critical need for aircraft hangars and the existing plans call for about
30 new hangars to be placed on the now graded property and a new two story FBO with
an upstairs restaurant and rooftop viewing area. Not bad for an airport that couldn't close
because they couldn't afford to refund government grants to the airport.

AERO SERVICES

A

ero Services operating out of Oliver Springs airport (TN08) has expanded with a hangar
at Rockwood Airport (KRKW). Ron and Ben Poor have been servicing the Oak Ridge Fly-

ers and local pilots from their Oliver Springs shop but with their increased expansion to fill
the avionics and ADSB needs of larger airplanes they have opened a second shop at Rock-

wood that is less intimidating for the multi engine pilots.
EAA Chapter 17 member Sammy Jones has been buying and refurbishing airplanes for resale
and sends his business to Aero Services who will even ferry airplanes for him if needed. They
have recently worked on Greg Long's Velocity Auto Pilot and trim and even John Williams
with his now flying Ran's 21 Outbound project.
If you need Annuals or light repairs contact Ron Poor 865-660-2146 email poorr@att.net and
Benjamin Poor 865-687-1005 email poorbk@gmail.com. Ron is an A&P IA and Ben is an A&P.
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Images of the Chapter 17 Picnic
From Karen Meyer

Paul Mercandetti flyby

Flightline

Outside Party!

Steve Curran, auctioneer and items on offer.

August 2020

Mountain Land Flyer

Socially distant

Page 6

August 2020

Mountain Land Flyer

Page 7

Inspiring the next generations

Flight line Camping
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LONG on Safety

Density Altitude Reminder— Summer is here: 90-degree temps and high humidity
We know that a higher density altitude means less performance. And, you know that on hot humid days, density
altitude works against you.
Density: Why It Matters
Pressure, temperature, and humidity all affect air density. Air density as the mass of air molecules in a given volume.
More air mass flowing over your wing allows you to generate more lift, and more oxygen mass in your cylinder allows you to burn more fuel - meaning more power. Increasing air density increases your engine, propeller, and
wing's performance. Decreasing air density decreases performance.
Therefore, an increase in density altitude results in the following:

 Increased takeoff distance.
 Reduced rate of climb.
 Increased TAS (but same IAS) on approach and landing.
 Increased landing roll distance
Enjoy the summer flying and think PERFORMANCE (or lack
thereof)

ADVERTISEMENT
Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B
For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes
For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours
He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky
and Tail Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our members.
If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44,
he can handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818
A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17

ADVERTISEMENT
Soar with Stevenson
Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an internationally recognized soaring record holder is
offering Glider introduction flights for members at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested,
email contact@eaa17.org for details.
A portion of the proceeds from members flights is
returned to Chapter 17
Knoxville Tennessee
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
COVID-19 has disrupted all of our planes, and our lives. All plans are on hold until further notice. Hopefully, this will be over soon, but not to soon as to render the current sacrifices ineffective.
Video education abounds, so visit https://www.eaa.org/Videos
AOPA Webinars
August 13

Shtick & Rudder – with Special Guest Rod Machado 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. (EDT)

Join the You Can Fly Flight Training team as we welcome famed instructor and humorist Rod Machado. Rod will be taking a
thought-provoking and light-hearted look at the different ways we can maintain and increase our pilot proficiency without having an instructor on board the airplane. Rod’s program will highlight several easy-to-do exercises that can lead to precise airplane control and greater cockpit confidence. Space is limited – register today.

SECOND SATURDAY BREAKFAST AT MONROE COUNTY (MNV).
MNV Airport Manager Tom McCosh reports that they will host another fly in omelet breakfast Saturday
August 8. Mr. McCosh will not be present that day but will have everything ready for the volunteer cooks
and offer their regular breakfast menu.
Because so many events have been canceled because of Covid -19 this has become a very popular destination. There will be five people available to help with arrivals and departures, an air boss on 123.0
and four ground directors, two at either end to aid in parking. Arrivals need to be alert to planes back
taxiing, and to NORDO traffic. This is a busy day with limited parking space and aircraft may park nose to
tail to accommodate the fly in arrivals so don't be in a rush to leave.
This will be a good opportunity to socialize with your flying buddies who you may not have seen lately.
Please remember to practice social distancing. Also, although Monroe County does not require masks in
social settings, it does not prohibit them. The best scientific advice is to avoid crowds, maintain six or
more feet from others, and wear a mask. The airport provides multiple hand sanitizer stations. With
large crowds expected, and limited facilities, personal safety will largely be an individual responsibility.
Come join us for fun and education with other aviators. Visit www.eaa.org/calendar to access a comprehensive list of events that you can filter to match your location, range, interest and schedule.
Short Notice Aviation Plans (SNAP) Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a weekend?

Ready to schedule:
 Group Fly Out to the Tennessee Museum Of Aviation in Sevierville.
 Group Fly Out to Andrews, NC (KRHP) to see Jerry Stadtmiller and look at his Antique Aircraft
Restoration and Repair operation. (53 miles from DKX)
 Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242 in Columbia, SC. Trade Airplane Rides
Guest Speakers ready to meet with EAA Chapter 17 (when we’re meeting again):
 Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.






TEMPEST Spark Plugs with Vince Bechtel.
A continuation of ForeFlight training.
Future plans include a seminar on Mountain Flying.
Aerobatics Seminar? Do You have a meeting suggestion?

Knoxville Tennessee
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EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit cooperative association to obtain instruction and education in
aviation.

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____
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