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J

uly News

There was no meeting in July because of the July 4th

holiday weekend. We hope you all had a fun and safe
weekend.
Our next meeting will be just after the conclusion of the
EAA convention at Oshkosh. We invite you to bring your
pictures and stories to share with our members on
Monday August 3rd at Skyranch.
Congratulations to Mark Scheuer, who was awarded a
Chapter Major Achievement Award at the Chapter leaders Breakfast, July 25 (more on page 8).
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THE BUCKET LIST
By Jerry Depew

OK, now I realize that time has been slipping past me when I was not looking and I have gotten old.
Even my grandson Jeremy has become a young adult while living with us. With him becoming a senior, I realized that with school, work, and
girls, I was going to lose my flying buddy. This could be my last summer to share that trip to see the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome in upstate
New York, which had been on my bucket list since the 60’s. Fifty years later, it was time to go.
Old Rhinebeck was started by Cole Palen, who, while in the service, discovered some old First World War aircraft stored in a hangar. He was
later able to acquire five of those airplanes and brought them home to his farm in New York, where he set about restoring and overhauling
these neglected airplanes. He was able to fly some of the airplanes and gave weekend air shows to fund the project. Thanks to his work,
and to the many volunteers, they continued to collect and restore examples of the earliest warbirds, and actively fly these museum pieces
to allow us to see and hear these wonderful airplanes.
On our way up North, I was able to scratch another objective off my list by completing my journey to the northern most portion of The Blue
Ridge Parkway in our little two-place convertible. I still had another two destinations within reach before we headed home. A little further
north was the small town of Depew, New York, settled by my ancestors before the Revolutionary War. Then we passed into Canada after
touring Niagara Falls and drove through lower Ontario on our way to Detroit. On our way to Dayton, Ohio to tour the USAF Museum, we happily discovered a sign directing us to the WACO AIRCRAFT MUSEUM. Well worth the visit as they had several hangars full of airplanes and
displays of their first monoplane through WACO 9 and 10's.
Also had their later model 3 place biplanes and displays of
the two models of Gliders used by our airborne forces at Normandy. They also have their own 2300-foot sod runway that
would be available for a fly in visit. I had been to the museum
at Dayton several times before so could not credit that to the
bucket list, but it was great fun sharing it with my boy for his
first time.

It was a great vacation approaching 4,000 miles that
included historical warships, the Liberty Bell, Fort McHenry
and the Statue of Liberty, much of it on back roads with
the top down. This was really a wonderful vacation, but I
am already planning another adventure that will allow me
to fly the Mississippi river.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Visit www.eaa.org/calendar to access a comprehensive list of events that you can filter to match your location,
range, interest and schedule.
August 3

First Monday EAA 17 meeting at Sky Ranch. Social at 6:30 PM and meeting starts at 7:00PM

August 8

Monroe Co (MNV) Madisonville Second Saturday Breakfast.

August 8

Tellico Plains (85TN) Lunch schedule every second Saturday

August 22

Dayton, TN (2A0) (2 A Zero) Fourth Saturday CAP Fly In Breakfast.

August 29 Lebanon (M54) EAA 863 Fifth Saturday Breakfast. 7-10 AM Central
September 9-13 Triple Tree. (SC00) It always starts the Wednesday after Labor Day.
September 12 Scott County (SCX) air show at Oneida.
October 10

AOPA Fly In at Tullahoma

October 31 EAA 17 ANNUAL BANQUET Paul Dye of NASA/Kitplanes Magazine
Ready to schedule: Survival tips and emergency equipment to carry in your airplane.
Ready to schedule: AMSOIL Distributor George Douglas
Ready to schedule: Human Factors in Aircraft Maintenance by the FAA and Gary Picou
Ready to schedule: Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.
April 16, 2016 Tyson Air Show. Let’s plan a booth and display.
Flight Choice?
Trade Airplane Rides?
Old Codger Fly Out. Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a weekend?
Future plans include a seminar on Mountain Flying.
Aerobatics Seminar?
Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242in Columbia, SC.
Fly Out to Douglas, GA (KCUB) to view the Twin Mustang.
http://www.warbirdsnews.com/warbirds-news/xp-82-twin-mustang-September-2014-restoration-update.html
Banner Towing?
Skydiving?

Come join us for education and fun with other aviators.

EAA CHAPTER 17 TURNS 60 NEXT YEAR

O

ur chapter was founded in January, 1956 so turns 60 this coming year. We should plan an
event to celebrate this milestone. Perhaps a cookout or a fly out. Make your suggestions
known.

A complete and interesting history with pictures and documents can be seen on our web site by going to:
www.eaa17.org . About half way down through the offerings you will see:
Chapter 17 History Lesson
Don Miller created a presentation to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Chapter 17, in 2006.
Click to see the presentation in Adobe Acrobat PDF
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Attention Grandparents . . .
How to get your Grand Kids to pay attention! (And have fun in the process)
By Tom Roush

Y'all may know I'm an Aviation Junky and get my kicks flying fun things from very slow (balloons) to pretty fast (experimental
airplanes). This year Pat and I talked my son and his wife into sending their kids DeeDee and Desi (from Seattle) for a two week
holiday with us . . . unattended . . . the first time they have trusted us for any length of time.
Well . . . what do two old retired Geezers do with two high energy 11 and 13 year old kids? Well, you hook them up with an 'old'
Friend, and you go flying. In this case, the 'Old Friend' was the 12 year-old Cydnee, daughter of our ballooning friends Mike and
Renee. Mike is an Emirates pilot and they live in Dubai. But I digress. The important thing is now we had four people speaking
three languages (West Coast English, proper British English, and me speaking Hillbilly English). So off we went . . . six people in
a pick-up truck loaded with a balloon and all the stuff that goes with it, headed to a balloon rally. In this case 'FunFest' in Kingsport Tennessee.
Our kids had never been up close to a balloon, and had no frame of reference. They were bored . . . for a short time. Pat and I tried
our best to describe the process in which they were about to participate, but they just weren't that excited or interested – until the
inflator fan started and this benign fabric thing started to grow, and grow.
They had a very thorough briefing, but all of a sudden, this huge balloon with its burner belching fire became real. It was a bit
gusty, so everything that had been too slow for them just minutes before suddenly became fast paced and, to them, sort of scary.
They were hustled into the undulating basket, and we took off quickly, and flight 1 of their Young Eagle experience was underway.
Uh-Oh! I think this is for real.
And we are off! Note the dreaded Bubble guns hanging over the side of the
balloon. Never ever give kids a bubble gun when taking them for
a balloon ride. Remember, the balloon is traveling with
the wind, and so are the bubbles. My balloon was pretty well slimed!
The flight was over Kingsport and pretty and
uneventful, the landing gentle, and the kids
were impressed – and didn't think Gramma
and Grampa were quite so square. I'd
guess not many Young Eagles are vetted in a balloon.
Phase 2 occurred a few days later
when they met Gramma and Grampa's Experimental RV airplane at
Monroe County Airport. This time,
we had their attention! They listened
intently to their briefing and other
instructions. We flew on a day with
pop-up thunderstorms around, so they
had the responsibility of helping me
watch for and avoid them...and they
were a real help. Young, attentive eyes
don't miss a thing!
Paying attention for once!
We flew all over East Tennessee, and even got
into the mountains of North Carolina. They got a lot
more than the usual 20 minute YE flight.
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All things worked out. The kids are now official
Young Eagles with all the benefits, they have
flown in two very different types of aircraft, and
Gramma and Grampa aren't quite so square as they
initially thought – and best of all we all had fun!
It's very rewarding seeing the grins that come from
kids experiencing the magic of flight!
And there is more to the story. Friends Bill and
Annie Lewis had their 14 year old Grandson Tre in
town for a visit. When Bill and I compared notes
on Grandparenting, we invited 14 year old Tre for
a YE flight. He had a ball, and we did as well. We
were pleased to find out that he has the dream of
becoming a pilot. What better way to introduce
him to our sport! I was amazed at how quickly he
grasped the mechanics of flying. It turns out he
'plays' with flight simulators, builds RC models,
and flies (and crashes) drones. After a really nice
flight, Tre then taught my Grandson Desi and I
the basics of Drone flying...and also crashing.

Drones are neat!
Many Thanks to the EAA for such a great YE program, and the focus our own Chapter 17 puts on
the program. It gives us an opportunity to really
influence young folks in a very positive way.
And thanks to Chapter 17 YE leader Gordon Meyers for the last minute forms and log books. The
four newly minted Young Eagles had fun, but not
nearly as much as Granny and Grampa!
Tom
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Hopped Up Landing Lights
By Tom Roush

J

ust a little background here. I fly an experimental Vans RV-9A from a rural airport (KMNV Sweetwater/
Monroe County). I like to fly at night when the air is smooth. I recognized a problem however when I noticed
a deer standing by the side of the runway, ready to commit suicide by airplane. This happened just at that
moment when I was just touching down, and I would have had no recourse but to hit him...or her if he'd jumped. In
rethinking the near incident, I didn't see the deer until I was within 50 to 75 feet from it. Replaying this, I realized I
needed more light. The lights installed were 75-Watt halogens, as recommended by Vans.
So . . . I started talking to pilot friends, looked at all sorts of lights at Sun-n-Fun, and read all the landing light posts
on the Vans Air force Forum web site. Here is what I decided to do, after a lot of research. I made two smart
moves; First, I ordered two Baja Designs Squadron Pro Spot Beam off road racing lights, and Second, I gained the
interest of Albert Robinson, an RV-10 builder and fellow member of Knoxville's EAA Chapter 17.
To get to the point, the installed lights are better than awesome! Together they BOTH draw about the same current as ONE of the old halogens, are very compact, Baja racing rugged, waterproof, come with everything needed
for mounting including weatherproof wiring, don't require a power pack (just 12 volts), cause no radio or other detectable avionics interference, and did I mention they are BRIGHT? The halogens were good for some illumination
for maybe 200 feet. The LEDs light up a conservatively estimated 1000 feet . . . time for a quick stop or a go
around if the deer at MNV decide to commit suicide.
SOME DETAILS (AND MINOR ISSUES)
As mentioned above, friend Albert provided ideas, talent and a practical point
of view. My old halogens were mounted
in the wings leading edge, so fabricated
brackets were needed to mount the
LEDs in place of the wimpy Halogens.
With lots of measuring and discussion
and about ten mental and paper upgrades, a design was set which neatly fit
into the existing space in the wing, with
no cutting required. Albert fabricated two
sets of brackets, adapting to the existing
ones. There is no point of going into the
details, because every installation will
be different, but the pictures below will
show how simple they turned out. Excellence of design is generally the result of lots of thought!

Light and bracket

One of the neatest things we did was to develop a very simple beam adjusting method. The brackets attach to
the ribs and existing mount by nut plates and screws. We knew they would be close to being properly aimed by
the careful measuring we did, so instead of mechanically complicated adjusting devices, we oversized the bracket
holes by about 3/32 of an inch and used fender washers to secure. Adjusting is done just by loosening the screws
and tweaking the light up or down or sideways as needed - then re tightening.
Another epiphany occurred when we found we couldn't easily get a long screw driver in to tighten the screws; this
problem was solved by substituting Allen bolts in place of the screws, and tightening with a long Allen wrench. No
slipped flat or Phillips screws.
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After testing and evaluating my lights, Albert has already ordered and received his Baja Design units. He is
developing a design based on information available in
the Vans Air force Forum for wing tip mounting.
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Lights as installed

Flying a small fast sometime hard to see airplane, I
had considered adding a 'wig wag' feature to make the
plane more visible, but I have dropped this idea as unnecessary; the landing lights are quite visible for approximately five miles on a hazy day. The strobes are
visible for about a mile and a half on the same day.
Good enough for me!
MINOR ISSUES

Another issue I have thought about is how well
these narrow spot beam lights will work on a tail

Bracket detail, adjusting Allen bolts,
and light

These lights are too bright to be used as taxi lights!
Even during the daylight, fellow pilots have told me
they are glaringly bright when I taxi toward them.
Since I want all the light aimed forward to pick up
Mr. or Ms. Deer, I have decided to leave them both
aimed down the runway. I've talked with Baja Design
engineers, and think the solution will be to install
either a rheostat or electronic dimmer so I can cut
the light to an acceptable level for taxi. Stay tuned.

dragger. The spot beam
lights I have used on my
'nose dragger' are just fine
since my landing attitude is
close to taxi attitude, and
there is enough 'spread' to
illuminate both sides of the
runway. My guess is that
on a TW plane, once the
tail drops on landing, most
of the light will be lost into
the night sky. This may be
a solvable problem, as Baja Designs offers a wide
choice of beam patterns
from flood, to intermediate,
to spot.
The Baja Design website
(bajadesigns.com) is very
comprehensive, and the
folks there are very helpful.
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SAVE THE DATE! EAA 17 BANQUET ,

October 31, 2015

On the horizon are plans to host Paul Dye. Paul Dye was NASA's lead flight director for three Phase 1 missions. He
is currently the editor of Kitplanes magazine. This will be another mid-day event and everyone will have time to get
home for the UT away game on TV.

Chapter 17 Nametags available
Magnetic-clip EAA Chapter 17 Nametags are available to all members. The small one
(3” x 1") and larger one (3 1/2” x 1 3/4"), both cost $10.00. Both feature the logo of
the original nametags (of 50+years ago).
To order online, or download a paper order form,
go to www.eaa17.org/Chapter17_Goods, or email:
nametag@eaa17.org.

I

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWSLETTER

have discovered that our newsletter is sent to about 100 people. I would ask that each
of you forward your newsletters to all your flying buddies and aviation enthusiasts. It
will help to inform and promote area events and hopefully inspire some to join our EAA
Chapter 17.
—Jerry

Remember – anyone can join the mailing list from our Facebook page or from the website at
www.eaa17.org –and– Like us on Facebook!

Chapter 17’s Mark Scheuer receives Major Achievement Award from EAA at
AirVenture.
-From AirVenture Today, 7/25/15

Mark Scheuer (center), who has served as Chapter 17 President and Vice President has been a
member of EAA since 1981, and is marking his
30th year at Oshkosh as a exhibitor.
A Chapter 17 Lifetime member, he brings tremendous vitality and energy to Chapter 17. He organizes the chapter annual banquet and has featured
speakers such as Paul and Audrey Poberezny, Cirrus Aircraft’s Dale Klapmeier and Hal Schevers of
Sporty’s.

EAA Chapter 17
Newsletter Publisher
412 Huxley Road
Knoxville TN, 37922
Email: publisher@eaa17.org

EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in
aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or homebuilt aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction,
and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education,
and progress in light aircraft development and other closely
related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit
cooperative association to obtain instruction and education
in aviation.
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EAA Chapter 17

Your EAA Membership
Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use
the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current
chapter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following:
Name, Address, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.
Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current
climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA
membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great magazine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the international EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or
call 800-843-3612.
In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the
good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all”

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF
THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED!
EAA Chapter 17
Membership Renewal
Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________
Address:_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________
Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________
Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________
Student (Free for EAA Student members):
Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.
Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a check
for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17.
Online registration (http://www.eaa17.org/EAA17membership.htm ) available using a credit card or Pay Pal
Thanks for your continued support!
Renew online or by mail to:
Chapter 17
C/O PS Engineering
9800 Martel Road
Lenoir City TN 37772
Total amount of check $_____

