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Next Gathering 

UNKNOWN 

THERE WILL NOT BE A GATHERING MAY 4.  
Return to normal operations has not been established at press time.  

Jules Bernard 

98 years wasn’t long enough for the rest of us to have him. 

Our dear friend Jules Bernard has gone 

to meet his wife Dorothy in heaven. We 

were truly blessed to have someone like 

Jules in our lives. He was a positive 

light, always ready to tell a joke and 

could find the good in every bad. 

We all will miss you friend. 

Jules Bernard passed away peacefully 

Saturday April 11, 2020 about 6:15 PM in his own home and bed 

with his family present.  

Jules was 98 years old and as he said, "Working on 99".  

His son Lance said there will be a memorial someday but cannot 

hold a service because of the pandemic. We might have a Missing 

Man fly by but suppose that is now off in the future. 

Jules’ News-Sentinel Obituary can be read here.  

Here are some remembrances from his friends: 

Sarah Stanley Mr. Jules was and still is such an inspiration. I 

met him when I was 12, and am I now 14. He has given me so 

much advice from my future career in aviation, to my future mar-

riage. I'm going to miss him so much I loved listening to his sto-

ries and talking to him. 

Jerry Depew You were an inspiration and loved to share your 

wisdom. You taught me riveting and restoration. To watch you 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/knoxnews/obituary.aspx?n=jules-wilburn-bernard&pid=196010584&fhid=4002&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ObitShare_PowerInbox_20191212&utm_content=ViewObituary&sfmc_id=121442793
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interact with the crowds at the B-17 events 

was a joy. We will miss you and wish you and 

Dorothy a grand reunion. Thank you for your 

service. 

Julie Stanley I think my daughter Sarah 

might be the one in the picture talking with 

Jules. She met him when she was 12 at her 

first EAA meeting. They very quickly became 

buddies. She is 14 now and is so saddened by 

his passing....but feels very blessed to have gotten to know him. 

Jeremy Hunt I brought him in high school to my school's Armed Services club. This was 

before we had JROTC in Oak Ridge. He talked for nearly an hour about everything from 

the war, living a happy life, advice, and even recited a poem he remembered completely 

from memory. 

Rebecca Sardella Everything about Jules was amazing. From his unwavering love of Ms. 

Dorothy to the way only he could tell a story. Our family is truly heartbroken. 

Fred M. Raney It was an honor to meet you and hear your stories, Jules. Fair winds and 

blue skies to you. 

Robin Zimmer Yes, we have lost a great man. He truly represented “The Greatest Gener-

ation” well. But as Easter reminds us, there is the assurance of everlasting life for those 

who believe. And Jules believed.  

Alex B. Shore  Our club, community and country lost a pillar yesterday. 

Karen Hughes Jerry – thank you so much for letting us know. 

I am typing this with tears streaming down my face – mostly tears of joy in remembering 

Jules’ stories - the funny things he would say, the history he brought to life;  but also 

tears of sorrow in losing such an amazingly brilliant, charming and giving person.   

I know he was ready to go, 

but oh how much we will 

miss him and even more, how 

we will always remember 

him.  

I know there is much footage 

and many photos of Jules, 

but I wanted to share these 

photos of Jules in his teach-

ing and story-telling element 

a few years ago at the Morris-

town Airport. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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I welcome the opportunity 

to contribute to a written 

and pictorial tribute our 

EAA chapters might be able 

to put together.   

He touched everyone who 

met him in a way that each 

person will never forget. 

George Douglas My first 

impression of Jules back 

when I first joined this 

chapter was of an old WWll 

veteran seeking attention. 

Boy was I really wrong. I 

learned over time that he was really talented in many areas. He had a great life story to 

share with us youngsters. I learned a lot about his bringing up as a young boy while lis-

tening to a local radio interview. In our 2018 B-17 tour we hosted he was in his glory. I 

called him our chapter RockStar after that event. I hate to see another part of our Ameri-

can history leave us.  

Mark Scheuer You were a great friend to him, Jerry, bringing him to a great number of 

aviation events, something I know he loved. Sam said it best, we all were blessed to have 

known him.  73’s Jules 

Sam Robinson We are a blessed group to have known that man. What a character. Will 

miss him. 

Linwood Stevenson What a special member of the Greatest Generation we were all so 

lucky to know... 

Marc Hightower, Sky High Air Tours.  It was really sad for me to hear about the passing 

of Jules Bernard. He was 

my all-time favorite pas-

senger and an example 

of why I love taking peo-

ple flying in the biplane. 

The Waco Model 10 was 

the first airplane that 

Jules ever flew in and he 

was really excited to go 

flying with me. If there is 

anything that I can do 

when it comes time for a 

memorial, I will be happy 

to help. Blue Skies 

(Continued from page 2) 

Jerry Depew and Jules, Fall 2015 
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 Knoxville Tennessee 

LONG on Safety 
By Greg Long 
 

Covid-19:  flying during challenging times 
• Fly solo when possible or use a flight simulator to keep 

current.  There is minimal risk to a pilot flying solo, 
providing pre- and post-flight social contact is minimized. 
There is clearly a greater risk of virus transmission if two 
or more people share aircraft space.  An even  larger in-
fection risk could exist if using a healthcare facility, should one be involved in an acci-
dent requiring hospitalization. 

• Monitor your health daily, don’t fly with others if unsure of your health. 
• Make hand disinfection gel and face masks available for passenger(s) 
• During overnight stays, stay at smaller, less populated lodging facilities  
• Plan refueling in advance, as airports may have reduced staffing and have modified 

hours of operation.  Also, FAA has temporarily adjusted  operating hours of approxi-
mately 100 control towers. 

Soar with Stevenson 

Chapter 17’s Linwood Stevenson, an interna-

tionally recognized soaring record holder is 

offering Glider introduction flights for mem-

bers at Chilhowee Gliderport. If interested, 

email contact@eaa17.org for details. 

A portion of the proceeds from members  flights is 

returned to Chapter 17 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Dan Valle, Chapter 17 Member offers Aircraft Certs & ADS-B 

For VFR $85, with Mode S VFR $100...Less than 30 minutes 

For IFR $275, Mode S $300...About 2 hours 

He has an additional service for our members to help with the paperwork and or install the uAvionix Sky 

and Tail Beacons for ADS-B out, as he is a dealer for them and can offer a slight discount to our mem-

bers. 

If enough folks sign up for service, he will come to you, Or, if owners don't mind the short flight to TN44, 

he can handle here. Contact Dan Valle Cell 313-539-9818 

A portion of the proceeds from members certification testing is returned to Chapter 17 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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Message from your Chapter 17 President 

 
I hope you all are well and dealing the best you can with the stay at home rules.  We do have several 

members who work in essential businesses and are doing their best to avoid bringing the virus home.  

Not sure when we will be able to resume our normal meeting schedule. 

To bring you all up to date on some disappointing EAA news that applies to us: EAA summer camp has 

been canceled until 2021.  Our chapter sponsored 3 kids ready to attend in July, but now they will be 

given class slots for 2021.  Our B-17/B-25 Tour that was scheduled for Memorial Day has been can-

celed.  We will be given priority for an opportunity this fall or next year to host it.  EAA is not recommend-

ing any Young Eagle events during this Pandemic and now the 2020 EAA AirVenture has officially been 

canceled. We will need to plan some coming out of lockdown summer event to kick off the new norm in 

some Aviation way.   

I asked several of our members if they had anything they have been doing Aviation wise during the shut-

down to share in this newsletter. Here are some of the responses.   

Sam Robinson 

Judy and I miss all of you guys. Been to the airport and doing a little flying. We flew to Cookeville to look 

at the tornado damage and were amazed at what we saw. Check it out if you need somewhere to go. Be-

tween Baxter and Cookeville. Something to do! Saw China disclosed the name of the first man with the 

coronavirus; Ah Chu. 

Marvin McGraw 

Has anybody tried to fly into see George lately?  Last week I went in.  There are a lot of issues. First, I had 

to land long because of a white “X” at the end of the runway. That cost me about 100 feet. The grass 

was wet and then there was another “X” at midfield and a fence across the runway with horses on the 

runway. I don’t know what the “X’s” were for, but that fence made me feel unwelcome. Just kidding 

George, I flew over saw the “X” and went home    

Gordon Meyer 

Hi all, been wet this winter at TN08 so haven’t been able to fly much. Did get out and had similar experi-

ence with Marvin—flew over George’s strip with intent to land but George didn’t have “X” properly placed 

on horses for proper aim. 

Steve Wickizer 

Still in Florida, stay at home essential travel only, and face masks when outside.  My Cessna 172A is 

safe at DKX, my commercial flight back to Knoxville has been cancelled. I got to work on my 1931 Ford 

Model A when 3 of 4 rivets failed on the fan blade. I also designed my own face mask, as none are avail-

able.  Wonderful inaccessible beaches but hope to return to Knoxville before too long. Hope you all are 

safe and healthy.   

Bob & Gwen Mitchell have been trying to volunteer their services using their aircraft to help with the Pan-

demic through Air Bridge and the Air Care Alliance.  They have registered and waiting to be called. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Use Amazon Smile and your purchase benefits EAA Chapter 17 
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite 

charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you 

shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping ex-

perience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price 

to your favorite charitable organization.  

Go to smile.amazon.com and search for Experimental Aircraft Association, Knoxville Tennessee (for 

some reason known only to Amazon, Chapter 17 doesn’t appear).  

Tom Roush is working with MNV Airport to use their vir-

tual meeting system to hold his & Ken Strong’s IMC VMC 

meetings on line.  I hope to have more info on 

this later. Who knows we might have to hold 

some future meetings on line until we can all get 

closer than 6 feet apart. 

Max Burnette dropped in to help me put the cas-

es together and get me off to a good start on my 

engine rebuild. 

There is some good reading material in this 

month’s KitPlanes magazine. They have an article called 

Avionics Boot Camp featuring our own Mark Scheuer and 

his PS Engineering Company.  There is lots of good advice 

in the article about audio noise and installations. I have 

found several things that they point out like bad grounds 

for example in my new to me RV9A.  

Concerning Marvin and Gordon’s response about my run-

way, I had it closed off while cutting trees that were trying 

to take back my runway and let my horses enjoy some 

good grass at the same time.  This is all I have at this 

time. I hope we can get back together soon. 

George Douglas 

(Continued from page 5) 

Max & Imogene Burnette recovering a wing off 

a PA-22-108 Pacer Colt during lock down. 
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Indians, Guano and Airsickness 
By John Winter 

Back in January of 2019 my wife and I celebrated our 25th Wedding Anniversary with a trip to Las Vegas, which seems like a 

weird place for either of us to choose, since neither one of us drinks or gambles. It makes more sense when people realize 

that we simply used Vegas as a jumping off point to see some of the national and state parks that are within the region.  

We had originally planned a driving loop up into Southwest-

ern Colorado to visit several National Parks but a week be-

fore we went, the federal government was shut down and 

thus, so were most of the National Parks. With this unfortu-

nate bump in the road, we revised our plans to include 

some of the state parks in the region. We were able to still 

make it to Zion National Park, since it was open at the time 

through a charitable organization that does a lot of work in 

that park. 

One stop that we luckily didn’t have to change was a trip to 

the Hualapai Tribe and Skywalk on the south rim of the 

Grand Canyon. For those that don’t know what that is by 

name, and I didn’t until we went, it is the glass bottom bridge that hangs out over the Grand Canyon 1000 feet above the sur-

face.  Let me tell you, standing out on that bridge at “pattern altitude” and looking down is quite a different feeling than look-

ing down from inside an airplane, especially when there are helicopters flying over the river 400 feet or so below you. 

The location of the Skywalk is a 2.5-hour drive from Las Vegas that travels through some rugged terrain and the thought of 

that drive did not fill me with excitement. The fact 

that my wife was willing to fly there did.  As a sur-

prise for our anniversary, she researched several 

different flying options and let me choose which 

package would work best and I chose one from 

Maverick Airlines.  

After a short drive from the Luxor in Las Vegas to Henderson Executive 

Airport (HND), we arrived at their FBO, filled out the required paperwork, 

paid our money and waited for our flight to the airport (IG4) on the Indian 

reservation where the Skywalk is located.  

An hour later and after what seemed like a whole pack of Dramamine for 

my wife, we departed runway 17R and headed east. As we climbed out 

over the desert, we got our first look at this unique landscape from the air 

and well….. I wasn’t impressed. The rock formations that you see in the 

surrounding hills are pretty impressive but the barren landscape just out-

side of Las Vegas is tan and void of any character. There is just no com-

parison to the lush greens that we have in the foothills of Tennessee.  

After a short climb out in the Cessna Caravan that would be our mode of 

transportation, we settled in at our cruising altitude and headed out to 

see Hoover Dam from the air. This was impressive. I have been to the 

dam in person but to see how large it really is when compared to the sur-

(Continued on page 8) 
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rounding terrain, it was pretty amazing. We circled 

this several times so both sides of the plane could 

get a good view and then continued on toward the 

Skybridge. 

As we approached the end of the Grand Canyon, the 

walls of the plateau that the canyon cuts through 

climbed up to our plane as if they were rising to stop 

our approach. I had no idea that this was the case 

but after looking at the information on ForeFlight for 

the departing runway at HND and seeing that it is at 

an elevation of 2491.5 feet and that IG4 is at 

4816.7 feet, I should have realized that a major 

change in terrain was in our flight path.  

This difference in airport elevations worked out well for my wife though because the decent to pattern altitude in most com-

mercial airliners is what really makes her uncomfortable. Who knew that we would already be at pattern height when we 

climbed to our cruising altitude?  

After crossing the ridge line of the plateau, we banked right and were lined up on final for runway 17 at IG4 and before we 

knew it, we were on the ground and ready to take the tram out to the Skybridge and the associated visitor’s center.  

The Hualapai Tribe have created a very nice cultural center that gives you a good overview of their heritage and their artwork. 

There are even outdoor exhibits that tell even more of their story. This was an unexpected portion of the Skybridge experience 

that I really enjoined. Being some-

what fascinated by the history of 

the American west, I usually can’t 

get enough of these types of plac-

es. 

Our next stop was out to the Sky-

bridge itself where we were re-

quired to remove our shoes and 

put on foot covers to prevent dam-

age to the glass surface of the 

bridge. The surface really is only a 

thick glass layer that spans two 

steel beams that jut out from the 

rock ledge. The railing around the 

walk is made of a low metal tube 

and an outer layer of glass that 

rises to chest height giving you the 

feeling that you are standing on 

the edge of the beam. This made for an interesting feeling that took me a little time to get use to and I am not even afraid of 

heights. Well…. not usually anyway. The view really did make the trip worth doing and I recommend it to anyone interested in 

the Grand Canyon. 

From there we rode the tram out to Guano Point to eat our lunch at the local “restaurant”. Yes, that Guano. I don’t know who 

on the reservation thought “you know what Guano Point needs? Food” but it works and the food, while simple, was good and 

hit the spot. So with our stomachs full, we headed out to the end of Guano Point to see what made this spot worthy of a food 

stand and an overlook. 

As we approached the point, we noticed an old mining structure where we saw a sign that explained why this location got its 

name. I will tell on myself a little here. As I first approached the sign, I thought the first word was some Indian name but as I 

studied it more and pronounced it several ways in my head, I finally settled on what it was. Guano. My next thought was “why 

in the world did they name it that?”  

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Here is what was written on 

the sign: 

“During the 1930’s a boater 

passing through the Canyon 

discovered a cave which later 

was found to be rich with 

“Guano” , bat droppings. This 

material was rich with nitro-

gen and very useful as fertiliz-

er. The U.S. Guano Corpora-

tion had purchased the min-

ing rights in 1957 and began 

to construct the Tramway to 

extract the Guano from the 

mine. Utilizing cable that 

spanned the Canyon at 7,500 

feet and the use of cable cars 

for both the guano and miners it was mined until early 1960. A few months later the cable was damaged by an Air Force Jet’s 

tail and never re-opened. The cable-house remains as well as some of the remnants at the cave and is now a tourist destina-

tion at Grand Canyon West.” 

Several things went through my head after reading that sign. First, I remember reading about the story of that jet and here I 

was at the actual location. That was pretty neat and in keeping with my knack of stumbling over aviation related sites and top-

ics. Second, how do you convince investors that you are going to mine bat poop and make money. That guy was one heck of a 

salesman. And finally, I don’t believe I have ever seen the Travel Channel describe a bat cave full of poop as a “tourist destina-

tion”. But it’s their reservation and they can call it what they want on their sign and if I really think about it, I was a tourist at 

said bat cave so what does that say 

about me? 

Well, at this point our time at the 

reservation was almost up and we 

had to head back to the airport to 

climb aboard the trusty Caravan and 

head back to Vegas. This portion of 

the flight was simply a straight shot 

back to Henderson Executive Airport 

with one mild twist. I began to feel 

nauseous about halfway back. May-

be it was the turkey sandwich. Was 

the mayonnaise bad? Maybe it was 

some inhaled guano residue.  I don’t 

know but that was only the second 

time in my life that I have ever felt 

airsick. All I do know is that I began 

to get hot and started to feel uneasy. And by uneasy, I mean to the point of looking for every pilot’s friend, the sick sack. Lucki-

ly I did not need or even let on that I looked for it because I never would have heard the end of it from my wife if I did. See, she 

is the one who usually feels queasy when we climb out from an airport or descend rapidly to land on commercial flights and I 

was hoping that this flight would prove to her that smaller airplanes don’t have the same effect since you can usually make a 

gradual change in altitude.  

Luckily I made it through unharmed emotionally or physically and we soon had Las Vegas in site off to the right side of the air-

plane. At that point we knew that we were close to landing at HND and as stated a previously, we made a gentle descent to 

land and I was pleased to see that my wife actually appeared to enjoy the flight back. So maybe I can convince her that an 

airplane would be a good idea in the future because I know that this trip would have been even more enjoyable if we had our 

own airplane so who knows? Maybe one is in the near future for us. Only time will tell. So with the journey over, all I can say is, 

“what better way to spend your 25th Wedding Anniversary than with Indians, Guano and airsickness”? I know I won’t forget it. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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 Knoxville Tennessee 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

COVID-19 has disrupted all of our planes, and our lives. All plans are on hold until further notice. Hope-

fully, this will be over soon, but not to soon as to render the current sacrifices ineffective. 

Video education abounds, so visit https://www.eaa.org/Videos  

 

Deerfield Airpark TN44 on Norris Lake has invited our chapter members for a cookout May 30th at 

noon.  Several of us have flown over for lunch in the past few years. Contact George for details as we get 

closer to make sure it is still planned and also so I can give them a head count and what dish you plan to 

bring. 

George george@oilhelp.com   

 

Come join us for fun and education with other aviators. Visit www.eaa.org/calendar to access a compre-

hensive list of events that you can filter to match your location, range, interest and schedule.  

Short Notice Aviation Plans (SNAP) Any weekday that the weather is good. Why wait for a weekend?  

Ready to schedule:  

 Group Fly Out to the Tennessee Museum Of Aviation in Sevierville.  

 Group Fly Out to Andrews, NC (KRHP) to see Jerry Stadtmiller and look at his Antique Aircraft 

Restoration and Repair operation. (53 miles from DKX)   

 Fly Out to EAA Chapter 242 in Columbia, SC. Trade Airplane Rides  

Guest Speakers ready to meet with EAA Chapter 17:  

 Tom and Pat Roush flying balloons in Austria.  

 TEMPEST Spark Plugs with Vince Bechtel.  

 A continuation of ForeFlight training.  

 Future plans include a seminar on Mountain Flying.  

 Aerobatics Seminar? Do You have a meeting suggestion? 

 

 

SKY Restarting 

Hello everyone, 

Jesse Katz would like to start up the Skyranch Youth Thursday night meetings again on May 14th, regular time and place. Just to get a feel 

for who can attend, can you please send me back an email to let me know if you or your child will be there? 

Looking forward to meeting again! 

Thank you, 

Julie Stanley 

Skyranch Youth Volunteer Julie Stanley, forgive1another@gmail.com 

https://www.eaa.org/Videos
mailto:george@oilhelp.com
mailto:ailto:forgive1another@gmail.com
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 Knoxville Tennessee 

EAA Chapter 17 

Newsletter Publisher 

412 Huxley Road 

Knoxville TN, 37922 

Email: publisher@eaa17.org 

EAA Chapter 17’s mission is the promotion of education in 

aeronautics, flying safety, navigation, amateur or home-

built aircraft, antique aircraft restoration and construction, 

and related aero-sciences. To foster aviation, education, 

and progress in light aircraft development and other closely 

related phases of aviation. And to maintain a non-profit co-

operative association to obtain instruction and education in 

aviation. 

EAA Chapter 17 

Your EAA Membership 

Chapter 17 maintains our membership records. This is important for two reasons. First, and most important, we use 

the info to correspond with our members. Second, we are required to provide EAA Headquarters with a current chap-

ter roster each year. To help update our records, we are asking everyone to please provide the following: Name, Ad-

dress, Phone Number, Email Address, and EAA member number.  

Finally, we can’t emphasize enough the importance of full EAA membership. This is especially critical in the current 

climate of proposed GA user fee increases and other threats to your freedom to fly! For $40 a year for a single EAA 

membership or $50 a year for family membership, you can add your clout to the battle, as well as get a great maga-

zine in Sport Aviation each month and lots of other member benefits. If you are not a current member of the interna-

tional EAA organization, please join or renew your membership. Go to http://www.eaa.org/memberbenefits.html, or 

call 800-843-3612. 

In the words of Vintage Aircraft Association President, Geoff Robison, “”Let’s all pull in the same direction for the 

good of aviation. Remember, we are better together. Join us and have it all” 

 

CHAPTER 17 MEETINGS ARE NOW ON THE FIRST MONDAY OF 

THE MONTH, UNLESS OTHERWISE POSTED! 

EAA Chapter 17  
Membership Renewal 

 Name:_______________________________ EAA Member #______________ 
 
 Address:_________________________________________________________ 
 
 Email:___________________________ Phone:_________________________ 
 

Project or current aircraft or interest:____________________________________ 
 

Type of Registration: Regular: ($20) Family: ($20), list names:____________________________________________ 
 Student (Free for EAA Student members):  
 Address, email, and phone info is used to update CH 17 records, is voluntary, and is not shared outside of CH 17. EAA 
Member # is required for our annual EAA Chapter renewal.  
 
 Please print, fill out, and bring to the next meeting, or mail to CH 17 Treasurer, at the below address. Please include a 
check for $20.00 made to EAA Chapter 17. 
Online registration (eaa17.org/membership/) available using a credit card or Pay Pal 
Thanks for your continued support! 

Renew online or by mail to:  
Chapter 17 
C/O PS Engineering 
9800 Martel Road 
Lenoir City TN 37772 

Total amount of check $_____ 

http://www.eaa17.org/EAA17membership.htm
http://www.youngeagles.org/join
http://eaa17.org/membership/

