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School Profile 

MOYHU PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Established in 1874, Moyhu Primary School is located in a rural community in North East 
Victoria, 25 minutes South East of Wangaratta. The school is approximately 1.5 km from 
the centre of Moyhu – a small but busy town, which has a general store, hotel, café, 
garage and a variety of sporting facilities.  

Moyhu Primary School provides a high standard of modern learning facilities and 
resources. Students and staff utilise a flexible learning space. Along with our learning 
facilities, we have a full-size indoor basketball stadium and an in-ground swimming pool, 
which we use for part of our swimming program. The original building of the school is 
where our administration, staffroom and art and music room are situated.  

In conjunction with the outcomes of the Victorian Curriculum, Moyhu Primary School 
emphasizes are in the areas of literacy, numeracy, inquiry and social development. We 
incorporate online interactive learning within the curriculum with our one to one program 
using Ipads, which are provided by the school. Specialist classes offered are Italian, 
library, art and health/physical education that includes the Bluearth program. The school 
also participates in the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden project. Moyhu Primary 
School participates in organised cluster days with the King Valley cluster of schools, which 
includes Greta Valley, Myrrhee, Whitfield and Edi Upper Primary schools to help broaden 
each student’s social and intellectual experiences. We also join our cluster schools for 
some of our camps each year.  

At Moyhu Primary School annual camps, include the Year 6 cluster sailing camp in Rye, 
Years 3 and 4 camp at 15 Mile Creek and the 3-day cluster ski camp for our older students 
at Falls Creek. Moyhu Primary also have their own whole school day excursion to Falls 
creek where students have the opportunity to learn to ski. Most years, the school takes a 
trip to Melbourne for cultural experiences. Past excursions have included seeing live 
shows, such as Wizard of Oz and The Sound of Music. The senior students enjoyed a 
three-day camp in 2019, where they visited and experienced Parliament house, State 
Library, Victoria Market, ArtVo, amongst other exciting experiences. Some excursions and 
camps may change slightly year to year to underpin what students are learning in the 
classroom.  

Moyhu Primary School staff participate in regular professional development across a range 
of areas, to constantly improve their teaching effectiveness, which is a key strategy in 
improving learning outcomes for all students. As well as personal development, staff 
participate within the Professional Learning Community (PLC) with the King Valley cluster 
of schools regularly. The network of staff, facilitates school improvement where groups of 
teachers work collaboratively at the school level to improve student outcomes.  

Moyhu Primary School is the base school for the travelling MACC art van, which services 
many local schools with a fantastic art program. Moyhu Primary School has an After 
School Program (MOSH) which runs two days a week, every Tuesday and Thursday.   

Positive interactions and support from parents and the wider school community are an 

integral part in our school’s ability to develop and maintain strong home and school 

partnerships. The School Council actively represents the interest of all stakeholders with a 

strong vision for the future for the school community. 
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OUR VALUES AND SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY 

Moyhu Primary School is committed to providing a safe, supportive and inclusive learning 

environment for all students, staff and members of our community. Our school recognises 

the importance of the partnership between our school and parents and carers to support 

student learning, engagement and wellbeing. We share a commitment to, and a 

responsibility for, creating an inclusive and safe school environment for our students.  

VISION 

Moyhu Primary School’s vision is to “aim to provide a welcoming community, which values 

learning through shared responsibility. We seek to develop a learning environment in which 

we nurture confident, creative, caring and resilient individuals who aspire to be the best they 

can be.” 

OBJECTIVE 

Moyhu Primary School’s objective is to ensure all students gain the skills, knowledge and 

understanding based on the Victorian Curriculum to enable them to successfully continue 

their education and working careers.   

VALUES 

Moyhu Primary School values are  

‘We are Learners’, ‘We are Respectful’ and ‘We are Safe’ 

 

 

School Policies and Child Safe Standards and School Fees 

All of our School Policies and Child Safe Standards are on the Moyhu Primary School 

Website. Should you require a hardcopy of any of these, please do not hesitate to contact 

the school directly to obtain a copy. 

Please find our website here http://moyhups.vic.edu.au/ 

Our school fees and Parent Payment Policy is also on the school website, however we 

also send this home at the end of each year for the following year.  

 

 

http://moyhups.vic.edu.au/
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Current Staff 

 

Principal: Rick Martin 

Business Manager: Renee Fraser 

Foundation (Prep) to Year 3 Teacher: Kate White 

Year 4-6 Teachers: Rick Martin & Hanna Kiely  

Sandra Moore & Hanna Kiely: Art Teachers 

Peg Halbwidl: Italian Teacher 

Georgia Mahoney: Bluearth 

Anthony Lawler: Library Teacher 
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General School Information 

Victorian Term Dates 2021 

Term 1:     27 January (school teachers start) to 1 April* 

Term 2:     14 April to 26 June 

Term 3:     13 July to 18 September       

Term 4:      5 October to 18 December 

Term Dates 2022 

Term 1:     28 January (school teachers start) to 8 April * 

Term 2:     26 April to 24 June 

Term 3:     11 July to 16 September 

Term 4:     3 October to 20 December 

 

*The first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in all government schools to allow for 

appropriate planning to take place for the arrival of students. Each year government 

schools are provided with four student-free days for professional development, school 

planning and administration, curriculum development, and student assessment and 

reporting purposes. The remaining three student-free days are determined by each 

individual school and will be advertised to the school community when the dates are 

confirmed throughout the year.  

 

School Hours - Timetable 

9:00 am  School Starts 

9:00 -11:00am  Class 

10:00am  Fruit Break 

11:00 - 11:45am Morning Recess 

11:45 – 1:15pm  Class 

1:15 – 2:00pm  Lunchtime 

2:00 – 3:30pm  Class 

3:30pm  School Dismissal 
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Classroom sessions begin at 9.00am each day. Classrooms are open from 8:45am to 

student and their families where students can put away their school bags and get 

organised for the day. Please if possible have your child at school before 9:00am as 

students who arrive late for school can interrupt the classroom program. It can also be 

unsettling for your child and affect their confidence and learning time.  

Morning recess and lunch times both go for a duration of 45 minutes. Within this time, 

there is allocated eating time ensuring all students have the opportunity to sit down to their 

lunches without feeling the pressure to run off and play. These break durations balance 

social interactions with learning time.   

Early dismissal times on the last day of each term are published in the school newsletter. 

The finishing time on the last day of each term will generally be 2.30pm and 1:30pm on the 

last day of Term 4.  

School Lunches 

Moyhu Primary School encourages students to create healthy eating choices with their 

lunches and snacks at recess.  

We ask that a piece of fruit is packed each day. We have fruit break each day during the 

morning session at 10:00am.  

Please do not pack foods high in sugar. Great lunch suggestions for lunches as follows: 

 Fresh fruit 

 Crunchy vegetables, ie carrots, celery, cucumber 

 A meat or protein food such as slices of lean meat, hardboiled egg 

 Dairy food such as cheese, milk or yoghurt 

 Sandwich, roll, pita or flat bread with fillings. (A vegemite sandwich is much 

healthier than fast food options or sausage roll.) 

 Cheese and biscuits 

 Dried fruit 

Water is the healthiest option for hydration at school. Please do not send soft drinks or 

juices to school. These are high in sugar and can increase the risk of tooth decay, are 

filling and may take the place of healthier foods. If your child wants an alternative to water 

occasionally, milk is the next best option. 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

We have breakfast club every Friday at school from 8:45am until 9:15am. All food is 

provided to us by the Schools Breakfasts Club program initiative by the Department of 

Education of Victoria. More information on the School Breakfast Club can be found at 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/breakfastclubs.aspx#link40 

 

Office Hours 

The Principal shares the teaching role of the year 4-6 class. Days he is not teaching he will 

be in the office. The Business Manager is in the office on Monday, Wednesday and 

Thursdays each week. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/breakfastclubs.aspx#link40
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Student Supervision before and After School 

Before School 

There is generally a teacher here at school from 8.00am. Students can be dropped off 

after 8.30am as long as there is a teacher at school or can be earlier if prearranged with 

the principal. Students are not to be left at school unattended; it is unsafe to do so. If there 

are no teachers at school, please stay with your child until a teacher arrives.  

After School 

Teachers are on duty after school generally until 3.45pm until all the buses have departed 

and or parents collect students. If you are picking up your child, please come into the 

schoolyard to collect them. We do not want students walking out between the buses and 

cars on their own. 

Pick up and Drop off of Children 

Car park and parking  
Remember to take care where you park when dropping children off or collecting them from 

school. Please drive slowly when pulling into the carpark off Wangaratta-Whitfield Road 

and when leaving.  

School Buses 

Moyhu Primary School utilises two school buses, which travel different routes to pick up for 

school. Should you wish to have your child travel on the bus, please contact the Principal 

to organise. Bus travel is available before and after school.  

Absences from School 

Regular school attendance is essential for the overall development of children and their 

learning. Once enrolled in primary school, your child is expected to attend school every 

day of each term. It is important that children develop regular attendance habits at an early 

age. Children who are regularly absent from school are at risk of missing out on learning 

the basic building blocks in subjects, and may experience long-term learning difficulties. 

Where possible, parents are asked to schedule appointments for their child out of school 

hours, however, we understand that this is not always possible.   

If your child is absent from school, the Department of Education requires you to supply an 

explanation of that absence to the class teacher. Early indication of absences is 

appreciated as often special programs for the class or group may be planned.  

At Moyhu Primary School, if your child is going to be away on please call the school 

directly on 5727 9298 or direct message on School Stream before 10:00am. We prefer you 

not to email, as it may not reach us in time if teaching or particular staff are absent 

themselves on that particular day.  

If your child has an infectious disease they will be excluded for the period outlined and will 

require a medical certificate indicating that they can return to school. Please find following 

the link to the exclusion list https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-

diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table
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Absences during School Hours  

Sometimes it may be necessary for parents to take children from school during the day. 

On such occasions advance notice is appreciated and arrangements must be made for the 

collection of the child from school.  

In the interest of overall safety, it is school policy not to allow students to leave the school 

grounds alone. 

Please note: In line with our Child Safe Policy you may be asked to provide photo ID 

to confirm your identity. Children WILL NOT be released to any adult who is not on 

our system as either a primary or emergency contact without consent from parents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moyhu Outside Hours School Care (MOSH) 

We currently provide outside hours school care every Tuesday and Thursday 3:30pm to 

6:00pm. Our facilities and programs provide the children with a wide range of engaging 

activities on each of these afternoons. 

Annette Shanley is our current educator.  

Please contact the school directly on 5727 9298 for an enrolment form and further 

information or alternatively a form can be downloaded from the school website.  

 
MOSH provides a fun, caring environment that meets the social, physical, intellectual, creative and 

emotional needs of all children in attendance. 
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School Uniform 

The colours of the Moyhu Primary School uniform are bottle green and gold.  

The uniform can be purchased from Worklocker at 118-120 Murphy Street, Wangaratta.  

We do have embroidered bucket hats and polo t-shirts here to purchase directly from the 

school. Hats are $14.00 each and T-shirts are $29.00. Please drop into the office if you 

need to purchase.  

If you can source pants, shorts and skirt from other places other than Worklocker, that is 

fine, as long as they are in the school colours. Should you need assistance in regards to 

purchasing uniforms please do not hesitate to ask. 

It is expected that all students be in full school uniform on a daily basis and when attending 

camps and excursions unless otherwise advised. 

Students also need to wear sensible footwear at all times. They need to be closed in 

shoes such as leather school shoes, runners or closed in sandals.   

Thongs, open toed sandals and crocs or any high heel shoes are not acceptable for school 

and not permitted at any time.  

All foundation and new students to the school will receive a new bucket 

hat with school logo at no cost.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please clearly name all of your child’s items of clothing. Students are strongly 

encouraged not to bring items of value which may be lost or damaged. The school will not 

be responsible for personal items that are lost or damaged.  

We do have a collection of either lost or items of school uniform from previous students. 

Feel free to come and have a look if you need some items of clothing for your child.  
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Curriculum and Specialist Programs 

Curriculum  

Literacy 

Each morning generally consists of a 2 hour literacy block that includes spelling, writing 

and reading.  

Spelling 

We follow the 'SMART Spelling program. We focus teaching the meaning of words to 
expand vocabulary and then break words into syllables, sounds and letter patterns 
(graphs, digraphs and trigraphs).   SMART Spelling incorporates both the systematic 
teaching of spelling each week and also personal words. In addition to this program, 
Foundation and Year 1 students also focus on high frequency words. 
 

Writing 

Students create texts for the purpose of persuasion, informing or entertaining. Teachers 

model and guide students through the writing process by whole class, small group and 

individual instruction. The writing process involves developing ideas, planning, drafting, 

editing, reviewing and publishing.  

Reading 

Students are exposed to a variety of reading materials from level books to chapter books. 

Students are involved in rich discussions during whole class serial reading where they 

listen and practise one of the six reading traits while the teacher reads. The six reading 

traits include predicting, visualising, inferring, summarising, questioning and making 

connections. Students are placed into small groups (literacy circles) with a book 

appropriate to their skills. Younger learners meet with a teacher most days to participate in 

a guided reading session where they practise word recognition, decoding and fluency.  

All students have a home reading diary that is signed when they read to someone. 

Home reading is for students to practise their fluency and to continue to develop 

their passion for reading. Student diaries are kept in a satchel. Important notices 

such as excursions are also placed in the children’s satchel so it is important for 

parents to check these daily.  

The reading satchel is provided to every student by the school. There is no additional cost.  

Numeracy 

Our numeracy block generally occurs after recess for an hour which consists of a fluency 

task, explicit teaching, small group instruction and independent work time. The three 

numeracy domains are Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics 

and Probability. Number and Algebra are a focus for the whole year while Measurement 

and Geometry and Statistics and Probability are a smaller component taught throughout 

the year.  
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Inquiry 

Most days after lunch students will have an hour of inquiry time to explore our current 

inquiry topic. There are eight main topics that we focus on over a two year cycle so one 

topic will cover a whole term. Students are encouraged to be curious and develop 

inquisitive skills in these sessions.  

Physical Education  

Students develop their physical skills through participating in inclusive games which are 

taught in Bluearth. Students are encouraged to self umpire and challenge and improve 

their skills and fitness. Athletics, swimming and bike education are a part of this program.   

Wellbeing 

Wellbeing focuses on students’ social and emotional development. We teach this through 

our values and positive school wide behaviours.   

A normal day would consist of Literacy, Numeracy, Inquiry, Physical Education 

and/or Wellbeing, however, due to specialist subjects these times may vary.  

Swimming 

We are very fortunate to have our own Swimming Pool here at Moyhu Primary School. It is 

a 16 metre solar heated swimming pool. We provide swimming lessons for our students 

here at school during both Term 1 and 4 each year, which are taken by Austswim trained 

staff.  

We travel into the swimming pool to the Wangaratta Sports and Aquatic Centre (WSAC) 

for additional lessons involving deep-water activities which we cannot provide here at 

school. This is usually in Term 4 for 5 lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we have swimming, parents will have to ensure their child brings a bag with their 

bathers, goggles and towel on these days. Any additional swimming accessories such as 

kick boards, will be provided by the school or swim centre. Sometimes there may be an 

additional cost for the bus trip.  
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Specialist Programs 

The following specialist programs are provided here at Moyhu Primary School.  

Art, Library, Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden and Bluearth are all taught fortnightly 

while Italian is taught every week.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camps and Excursions 

Each year there are several camps and excursions all students have the opportunity to 

attend. Following is an idea of what happens each year. These can change depending on 

the curriculum.  

Camps 

Year Foundation, 1 and 2 – Sleepover overnight at Moyhu Primary School 

Year 3 & 4 – 3 Day Camp at 15 Mile Creek Outdoor School 

Year 5 & 6 – The year 5 and 6 students have the opportunity each year to attend the Falls 

Creek Ski camp for three days with other students from the King Valley Cluster. They stay 

at Myrtleford Ski Lodge, have lessons, and ski each day. This is a wonderful opportunity 

for our students. Depending on numbers each year, sometimes the year four students can 

attend too.  

Year 6 – The year 6 students have the opportunity to attend a Sailing camp early in the 

year with other year 6 students from the other schools in our King Valley Cluster.  

Excursions 

● Previous excursions to city of Melbourne have included Melbourne Zoo, Queen 

Victoria Market and theatre productions like the Wizard of Oz.  

● Whole school excursion to either Falls Creek or Mt Buller to ski for the day. This is a 

fantastic day where all students have a ski lesson in the morning followed by an 

afternoon of skiing with parents and staff who can ski. If students haven’t skied 

before, they can after this excursion. 
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● There is usually an Italian themed excursion during the year.  

 

● There are smaller cluster day or half-day activities with the King Valley Cluster 

schools. There are approximately six of these during the year. We also join our 

cluster schools for sports days.  

 

● The Year 3 – 6 Bike Hike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Permission Forms 

Parental permission to meet The Department of Education requirements is required for 

Excursions and Camps, Consent for Medical Attention and Publicity. Parents are required 

to sign the required permission forms before your child commences school or before they 

attend an excursion or camp. 

Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds (CSEF) 

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors; excursions 

encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline 

and leadership.  

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of 

school trips, camps and sporting activities.  

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be 

eligible for CSEF. The allowance will be paid directly to the school to use towards expenses 

relating to camps, excursions, or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.  

The current annual CSEF amount per student will be $125 for primary school students.  

How to Apply  

Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-

2020.pdf  

 

 

  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-2020.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF-Application-Form-2020.pdf
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Financial Hardship  

We appreciate that some families may experience difficulty in meeting payment requests due to 

financial hardship. Please contact the Principal or Business Manager on 5727 9298 if you wish to 

discuss your current financial situation. 

Publicity  

To promote the school in the educational and local community and on the school’s 

website, newspapers and television stations are sometimes invited or they request the 

opportunity to film and photograph the school programs and special events.  

Other than names and the school details no personal information about students would 

ever be provided without specific parental permission.  

Parents/guardians who have security concerns regarding custody and restraining orders or 

personally object to images of their child being used are asked to contact the Principal to 

inform us if your child is not to be included. 

Permission forms to publish will be sent home to update and sign at the beginning of each 

school year so we have the current information.  

 

Parent and Community Involvement 

The Principal, staff and School Council are most appreciative of assistance given by 

parents, friends and community members to ensure that Moyhu Primary School provides 

excellent educational programs. If you have special talents or skills, you may be willing to 

share these in classrooms during special weeks or clubs programs. Any offers of time or 

help will be greatly accepted, whether it is on a one-off or regular basis in informal ways or 

through formal meeting structures. 

Parent Involvement including Fundraising 

Parents are encouraged to participate in a wide range of school activities. This may be 

working in your child’s classroom, assisting your child with school activities at home or 

becoming involved in a range of special events and activities. Parents working with 

children need to have a Working with Children Check. WWC Application Forms are 

available online www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au.  

Activities that parents can assist with may include:  

• Helping with classroom activities - listening to children read or assisting with literature 

groups.  

• Assisting on excursions.  

• Getting involved in the classroom cooking or our Stephanie Kitchen Alexander gardening 

program on a Monday.  

• Helping at working bees.  

• Helping classes to prepare for special events such as the school music concert later in 

the year or our Community Christmas Carols in December.   
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• Supporting community events such as our Show Us Your Wheels in February, the     

Trivia Night in August and we finish the year with the Lions and Moyhu Primary Carols by 

Candlelight here at the school.   

 

 

 

Communication 

Whole School Assemblies: Held every Monday morning after the 9.00am bell sounds.  

Parents are invited to attend these assemblies. At the conclusion of assembly classes 

return to their classrooms to begin their work for the morning.  

Newsletter: Our fortnightly Newsletter provides a forum for students, teachers, parents 

and others in the school community to present items of common interest. The Newsletter 

is generally published fortnightly. The Newsletter will be published via School Stream and 

will be uploaded to our website. Paper versions of the Newsletter are available from the 

office on request.  

Office Update: On weeks where there is no newsletter, if there is still information to 

communicate such as reminders of upcoming dates, we will send home a message via 

School Stream.  

School Stream: School Stream is an app we use to communicate with parents, carers 
and families. It is our mobile school app for instant alerts, news, notes, reminders, 
newsletters and more. We use this as our main form of communication to families.  
Teachers can also communicate directly with you about your child even if it is just sending 
a picture of your child’s work that day. It has a calendar of events and dates as well. We 
will often use it to send reminders of upcoming events, ie “don’t forget it is school photos 
tomorrow”.  

 

 

 

 

  

http://moyhups.vic.edu.au/
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SCHOOL STREAM 

Please sign up to School Stream using the following steps: 

 

So you can get all new messages on School Stream, please turn on your notifications.  

Go to Settings – Notifications – Then scroll down to the School Stream App – Click on it, 

then click on Notifications and turn them on. (It usually reads Allow notifications)  

 

Any issues please do not hesitate to contact us at school to assist.  

For further App tips (turning on/off notifications and categories, creating accounts, latest feed and 

more) visit the below link: 

https://support.schoolstream.com.au/en/collections/148395-tips-for-parents 

https://support.schoolstream.com.au/en/collections/148395-tips-for-parents
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REPORTING TO PARENTS 

At the beginning of 2022 an information evening will be offered to communicate 

information across class and/or curriculum areas.  

Two written reports are sent to parents each year towards the end of Term 2 and Term 4.  

Parent Teacher interviews will be available at the end of Term 2 when the first reports are 

completed. These interviews are for student goal setting and sharing of student self-

evaluations, reporting to parents on their child’s progress and for an exchange of 

information between children, parents and teachers.  

Usually there is one official parent teacher interview for the year, however if, at any other 

time, you wish to discuss your child’s progress with the teacher, an appointment time can 

be arranged. If you have any other concerns or enquiries, please contact the office to 

make an appointment with the Principal or Classroom teacher.  

School Council  

The School Council consists of elected parents, the Principal, teachers and sometimes a 

community member. It has responsibility for determining the general educational policy of 

the school within the guidelines issued by the Minister.  

It contributes and assists the principal to making decisions on finance, facilities and 

community relations. School Councillors are elected for either a one or two-year period 

and elections are completed by the end of March each year.  

All parents or guardians of children enrolled at the school are eligible to vote and parent 

membership on the sub-committees is encouraged and welcomed. The School Council 

meets at least eight times a year.  

School Council meetings are held on a Monday at 5:30pm here at the school.  

Current President is Bec Hansted. The Moyhu Primary School Council currently comprises 

of 8 council members. (6 Parent Representatives, 2 DET Representatives) 

Department of Education Representatives are members of the school community who are 

department employees. They can be teachers at the school or parents who are teachers.  

Please keep in mind where parents have a particular concern there is a specific process 

which should be addressed: 

● Any concerns with your child, please contact and discuss with your classroom 

teacher or principal directly. 

● Any concerns with individual teachers or school staff must be addressed with the 

principal directly. Staff issues are not School Council responsibility.  

● If you have any concerns or suggestions for policy or general ideas about the 

running of the school please approach the principal or a school council 

representative for either an explanation or to ask them to represent your ideas or 

feedback at a meeting. Alternatively you can write to the school and this will be 

added the agenda of the next meeting.  

● Parents are always encouraged to voice any concerns or feelings on matters 

concerning the school.  
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Foundation (Prep) Students Information 

The First Day  

All Foundation children will commence school on Wednesday 28th 2021. Parents are 

welcome to accompany their child to the classroom. Once your child is settled, parents are 

invited for a cup of tea or coffee in the staffroom to meet other new parents.  

School finishes at 3.30pm and Foundation children need to be collected by their 

parents/guardians from the school yard where the play equipment is unless they are 

travelling on the school bus.   

Your child will need to bring nutritious food for both morning recess and lunch. Students 

usually sit altogether to eat on the seats outside before going off to play.  

We encourage all children to bring their own water bottle to school each day to maintain 

hydration levels.  

Please ensure that all clothing and equipment including bags, lunch boxes and water 

bottles are clearly labelled with your child’s name.  

Foundation children will not attend school on the first four Wednesdays of Term 1 

excluding the first week. They will attend on the Wednesday of the first week of school.  

 

PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL 

Below are listed some ideas for things you can do to help your child settle into school life.  

● Practise walking to and from school or visiting the school a few times and become 

familiar with the school grounds. The school grounds are open on the weekend. 

Feel free to pop down for a play on the equipment.,  

● Have a picnic in the school grounds during the holidays and practise drinking from 

the water fountains.  

● Practise packing a lunch box together and talk with your child about eating times at 

school - morning recess and lunch recess.  

● During the first weeks of settling in at school, you may find that your child eats only 

small amounts of food. It helps to pack small portions in your child’s lunch box that 

are varied and offer a balanced diet – for example, pieces of orange, cheese, 

sultanas, biscuits, a sandwich with their favourite filling. Avoid cling wrap, as it can 

be difficult to manage.  

● Let your child practise getting dressed and undressed, especially taking shoes on 

and off  

● Children in Foundation class are often tired during the first few months of school. It 

is important to establish a routine and ensure they have adequate sleep and get to 

bed at a reasonable time  

● Discuss with your child what will happen after school finishes. If they are to be 

attending the Moyhu Out of School Hours Care Program, (Mosh) let them know 

they will be collected from the classroom by the Coordinator of the Mosh Program.  

● Encourage your child to start taking responsibility for themselves e.g. tidying up 

their toys and helping you put things away.  
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● Develop your child’s skills in listening by playing games where they have to listen 

carefully.  

● With your child, name the things they will be bringing to school – school bag, lunch 

box, drink bottle, school uniform, hat, etc. – so that your child will easily recognise 

any lost belongings.  

● Encourage your child to learn their address and telephone number.  

● Organize plays with other children who will be attending the Moyhu Primary School. 

It helps if your child knows another child in their class.  

● Adopt a low-key approach to the big day, initiating casual conversations with your 

child about this new step in their life and sharing positive memories of your own 

school life with your child.  

● MOST IMPORTANTLY – Be positive about school. You are your child’s first teacher 

and they will follow your lead.  

HELPING YOUR CHILD AT SCHOOL 

● Show interest in your child’s account of the day when they are ready to talk about it. 

Most children in Foundation are very tired after school and need time to relax, 

especially at the beginning of the year.  

● Understand that through ‘play’ a child builds up his/her confidence, establishes 

sound social relationships with other children, improves his/her powers of 

conversation and promotes dexterity.  

● If your child has a problem, please come to the school or contact the school by 

phone and discuss it directly with us so we can eliminate those small concerns that 

worry every child.  

● Encourage your child to organise clean clothes and pack their books and bag the 

night before. Also check your child’s bag for notes and sign and organise payments 

for activities such as excursions. Make sure the envelope containing the money is 

carefully sealed and all details are recorded. Pack these notes in your child’s bag 

together so that they will be able to pass them on to the teacher.  

● Establish a routine with a set bedtime to ensure your child is well rested and ready 

for the busy school day.  

● Be sure your child has a balanced breakfast. Healthy eating has a long-lasting and 

positive impact on a child’s growth, development and health. Healthy eating will also 

maximise a child’s concentration and ability to learn.  

● Avoid the last-minute rush by leaving home early so that you arrive at school well 

before 8:50am in time for them to hang up their bag and be ready for class.  

● Notify the school if your child is taking medication and complete the Medication 

Form at the office if medication is to be administered at school. All medication must 

be handed in at the office or directly to the classroom teacher.  

● Ensure your child attends school every day unless they are sick. Children who are 

regularly absent from school are at risk of missing out on learning the basic building 

blocks in subjects, and may experience long-term learning difficulties. Schedule 

medical/dental appointments outside of school hours where possible. We do 

understand that this is not always possible.  

● Be aware that not all children develop at the same rate and it is unhelpful to 

compare your child’s progress with other siblings or students. Teachers carefully 

monitor and keep records of each student’s progress. Arrange a time to speak to 

your child’s teacher if you wish to discuss aspects of your child’s development or 
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progress. Praise and encouragement will build your child’s self-esteem and 

confidence to engage in new learning experiences. 

● Avoid organising or enrolling your child in extra curricula activities such as sport, 

music and other activities for at least their first semester at school. Beginning school 

can be very tiring for children and they need time to relax after the demands of a 

busy school day. 

● Be creative in how you ask about your child’s day. 

o What was the best part of your day? 

o What was the most interesting thing you did? 

o What games did you play at recess time? 

 


