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Welcome to St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church 

“As we move into our future, we intend to be at the 
forefront of what church and social justice look like in the 

21st century.  We invite you to be right there with us.” 

 

Founder and 1st Rector 



 

COVID PROTOCOLS 

 
Welcome to St. Luke’s! We are glad to have you with us as we return to the building 
after an 18-month sojourn. While we are happy to be able to gather in person, we 
want to do so safely. St. Luke’s has been fortunate not to have had any deaths due to 
the corona virus. To ensure that we are able to worship in a healthy and safe 
environment, we are following all Centers for Disease Control (CDC), District of 
Columbia government, and diocesan guidelines. Please take time to familiarize yourself 
with the following.  
 

1. Masks are mandatory for everyone who attends in-person. There will be no 
exceptions. If you are unable or do not wish to wear a mask, please remain 
home and participate virtually. 

2. If you are ill, have a runny nose, cough, are sneezing, etc., please stay home 
and participate virtually. If you become ill during the service, please advise the 
ushers and leave the building. 

3. Social distancing will be required. Every other pew will be blocked off.  
4. You may sit wherever you wish; however, we ask you to maintain a 6 foot 

distance between you and those not in your immediate household. If you are 
asked by an usher to increase spacing or move to another pew, please do so. 

5. Ushers will ensure that members do not congregate (violate social distancing) 
before, during, and after the service. 

6. Communion will be by the pre-packaged cup and wafer. These will be picked up 
as you enter the nave/sanctuary. You will share communion at your seats. No 
one will come to the altar. Please take the empty cup with you as you leave. 

7. There will be no coffee hour through September. You are asked to immediately 
leave the church after the service. The parish hall will be closed. 

8. There will be no congregational singing. Soloists will sing un-masked and 
distanced from the congregation. 

9. There will be no passing of the peace. 
10. Please take your service bulletin with you when you leave. 
11. Please continue to either make your offerings by mail or electronically. For 

those who bring checks, there is a box at the front of the church near the 
lectern. 
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OPENING SELECTION…………(please stand as you are able)….………….Victoria Alma Castello 

                                                                                         
GREETING AND SILENT MEDITATION  

OPENING ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY        
Celebrant:  God is with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray.  

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant Alexander Crummell, whom you called 
to teach the Gospel to those who were far off and those who were near. Raise up in this and every 
land evangelists and heralds of your kingdom, that your Church may proclaim the unsearchable 
riches of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.  

 
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy. 
People:  Christ, have mercy. 
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
THE LESSONS  (The people sit.) 
 
FIRST READING          Mr. Craig Robles  

Proverbs 1:20-33 
Wisdom cries out in the street; 

in the squares she raises her voice.  
At the busiest corner she cries out; 

at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:  
“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? 
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing 

and fools hate knowledge?  
Give heed to my reproof; 
I will pour out my thoughts to you; 

I will make my words known to you.  
Because I have called and you refused, 

have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,  
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and because you have ignored all my counsel 
and would have none of my reproof,  

I also will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when panic strikes you,  

when panic strikes you like a storm, 
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,  
when distress and anguish come upon you.  

Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; 
they will seek me diligently, but will not find me.  

Because they hated knowledge 
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,  

would have none of my counsel, 
and despised all my reproof,  

therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way 
and be sated with their own devices.  

For waywardness kills the simple, 
and the complacency of fools destroys them;  

but those who listen to me will be secure 
and will live at ease, without dread of disaster.”  

 
Listen to what the Spirit of God is telling God’s people. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 19      Mr. Craig Robles 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
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8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

 
Glory be to the Creator, the Redeemer and the Sustainer, as it was in the beginning, is now 

and will be forever. Amen. 
 

SECOND READING      Ms. Diane Quinn 

James 3:1-12 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who 
teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes 
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put 
bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look at 
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet 
it boasts of great exploits. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed 
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of 
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the 
tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. 
My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening 
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both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine 
figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

Listen to what the Spirit of God is telling God’s people. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
HYMN FOR THE GOSPEL…………………………………………..………..Victoria Alma Castello                                                                             
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL …………………………………………………………… Mitchell Felton, Seminarian 
All who are able are asked to stand.   
 

Gospeller:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ 
Mark 8:27-38 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about 
him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He 
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 
life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels.”  

Gospeller:  The Gospel of the Lord.    
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON  . . . . . . .”Get Behind Me Satan!”. . . . . . . . . . . .  The Reverend Gayle Fisher-Stewart 
   
Sermonic Response . .  . . . . . . . Let the Church say, “Amen”. . . . . . . Victoria Alma Castello 
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THE NICENE CREED All who are able are asked to stand.    
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. Eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made fully human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       Mitchell Felton, Seminarian 

Intercessor: Gracious God, you fill us with faith and courage to confront the world's injustice and to 
carry your abundant love to all the world: Hear us as we pray, saying: We give thanks 
to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. Raise up evangelists and heralds of your 
kingdom, who will preach the Gospel to those who are far off and to those who are 
near, and bring the unsearchable riches of Christ to all people.  

People:  We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 

Intercessor: Direct the counsel and knowledge of all leaders, Almighty One, that they may confront 
injustice and racism with words and acts of wisdom and compassion.  

People: We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit.  

Intercessor: Visit with your healing power all who live in places of thorns and threat, violence and 
racism, the rocky soil and scorched earth of poverty and injustice: Sow your seeds of 
love into the soil of good hearts, that the earth may bring forth an abundant harvest of 
justice and truth.  

People:  We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit.  

Intercessor: Revive our souls, O Gracious One, and fill our communities with perseverance and 
enduring faith, that with warm, emotional and impulsive energy we may reclaim 
neighborhoods in kindness and in peace.  

People:  We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit. 
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Intercessor: Into your abundant heart, O God, we offer the cares of our hearts as we pray in 
intercession, especially for ___. (Allow people to offer their intercessions, 20 seconds) 

Intercessor: Hear our glad shouts of thanksgiving and praise as we bring to you the gratitude of our 
souls, especially for ___. (Allow people to offer their thanksgivings, 20 seconds) 

Intercessor: We entrust into your eternal love all who have died, especially ___. (Allow people of 
offer names of those who have died, 20 seconds). 

People:  We give thanks to God in prayer; fill us with your Spirit.  

Celebrant: Loving and gracious God, you called your faithful servant Alexander Crummell to bring 
leadership and hope to your Church through the gifts and spirit of the African race: Fill 
us with your Spirit, that we may continue the work, building institutions and 
relationships of justice, truth, and reconciling peace, through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE CONFESSION 

Intercessor: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

THE PEACE is Exchanged.  Remain in your seats.     
 
THE OFFERTORY SENTENCES 
Celebrant:    Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 
People:  For God loves a cheerful giver.        
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM – the table is prepared……………………….…………….. Victoria Alma Castello 
   
  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   The people stand. 
 
Celebrant: God’s spirit is with us. 
People:  God’s spirit is here in this place. 
Celebrant: Let us open our hearts. 
People:  We open them up to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the God of light. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

the One Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted 
in every way as we are; yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every 
evil, and to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose 
again.  

 
Almighty God, you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses: Grant that we, 
encouraged by the good example of your servant Alexander, may persevere in 
running the race that is set before us, until at last we may with him attain to your 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
 
Celebrant and People                            

  
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

   
 

The people stand or kneel.   Then the Celebrant continues 
 
Celebrant: On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  
 
People: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this to remember me.” 
 
Celebrant: After supper, he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said,  
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People: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
remember me.” 

 
 Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
People: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Creator, in the sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All 
this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 

 
People: Amen. 
 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray . . . .  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant:     Alleluia, Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 
  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Celebrant: The gifts of God for you, God’s people. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 

you, and feed on him in your hearts with faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Victoria Alma Castello         
            

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant 
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us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
THE BLESSING  
 

God gathers all exiles that we might live as a community of praise. Go in peace and live lives of love 
before God and all people. Amen. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
FINAL HYMN …………………………………………………………………………………Victoria Alma Castello 

Dismissal……………………………………………………………………….. Mitchell Felton, Seminarian 

 

 

 

For the health and safety of all, get your vaccination and wear your mask.

 
 
 

 

September Birthdays 

Melvin Koroma   9/1 

Michael Pope  9/2 

Charlotte Cureton  9/4 

Cheryl Ashton 9/5 

Beatrice Marshall 9/5 

Emmett Brown 9/8 

Peggy Hackett 9/13 

Joyce Howland 9/13 

Bertha Maxwell 9/15 
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Georgetta Nicol 9/16 

Keith Van Croft 9/19 

Ralph Jackson III 9/19 

Marla Greene  9/22 

Kimberly Hall 9/23 

Erma Wilson 9/25 

Lauren Singleton 9/27 

Shauna Hayden 9/30  
 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Evening Prayer: Monday – Friday, 6 pm, Zoom 
      By Computer, cell phone: Meeting ID 362 627 1076 
      By Landline: dial – 301-715-8592, Meeting ID 362 627 1076# 
 
Bible Study: Wednesdays at Noon, Zoom 
      By Computer, cell phone: Meeting ID 362 627 1076 
      By Landline: dial – 301-715-8592, Meeting ID 362 627 1076# 
 
Vestry Meeting: Wednesday, September 15, 6:30 pm, Zoom  
      By Computer, cell phone: Meeting ID 693 571 9586 
      By Landline: dial – 301-715-8592, Meeting ID 693 571 9586# 
 
UBE/EDOW Reparations Committee Author Talk 
      Saturday, September 18, 3 pm, Zoom 
 
Slavery helped turn this country into a financial colossus and the largest and most lucrative 
traffickers in Black human flesh plied their trade in what was known as Washington City. With 
auction blocks steps from episcopal churches, Isaac Franklin, John Armfield, and Rice Ballard 
had offices at 1315 Duke Street in Alexandria, VA, which is now Freedom House Museum. 
John Franklin was a respected Episcopalian who regularly conducted business in bars near 
Lafayette Square. Their compatriots kidnapped Blacks (enslaved and free) off the streets of 
downtown Washington who were then marched or shipped from Alexandria docks over 1,000 
miles down the Potomac and Chesapeake to Alabama and Louisiana. Other employees 
conducted business in Prince George’s and Charles Counties. As parishes in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington begin their quest to discover what role they may have played in slavery 
and continued discrimination, join us as we host historian and author of “The Ledger and the 
Chain: How Domestic Slave Traders shaped America,” Joshua D. Rothman, as he relates 
how the upper south (Washington City) fed the deep south’s need for enslaved persons. The 
event is free; however, registration is required.   
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Register: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMode-oqD8iHtQtXNR0em0PKrAlu16hXsFB 


