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Angela Berry receives the 2009 Distin-
guished Engineering Service Award from 
Sectin President Chris Cathcart

The award banquet is an annual event 
where SWE members and other engineers 
are recognized for their commitment 
and service to SWE and the Engineering 
Community.  This year the Distinguished 
Engineering Service Award was present-
ed to Angela Berry.  The Service to SWE 
Award was presented to Sandra Kolvick.  
Angela’s service is long standing and cov-
ers many aspects of  SWE and the Engi-
neering Community.  She has organized 
the Girl Scout event for several years 
while making it look easier each year.  
She is the SWE Counselor for the UNCC 
Collegiate Section and has helped this 
Collegiate Section weather the down turn 
in membership so common to Collegiate 
Section at smaller schools.  Angela has 
also worked to gain a partnership with 
SWE and several other organizations in-
cluding PENC and WTS.  Through her 
work with these organizations, she has 
helped other members secure employ-
ment, mentoring, and career 
advice.  Her continued sup-
port of  the Charlotte SWE 

Section has enabled growth and 
continued work in the area of  
professional development and 
outreach. 

Sandra’s service includes serving as an 
officer for the Section immediately upon 

[Continued on page 5]



SWE-CM Chronicle   Summer, 2009  Vol. 3 -  Issue 1 Page 2

President’s Corner

ebrate with SWE this year.  In addition 
to the National SWE Anniversary, our 
Section has a very active year planned 
and hopes that more members can par-
ticipate in the activities.  Check out the 
event calendar for details and dates.
I would like to thank the FY09 officers 
and chairs for their hard work and dedi-
cation to the Section.  Each one has made 
a tremendous difference to the Section 
and continues to contribute, even those 
that have chosen not to serve as an of-
ficer or chair.  The FY09 officers were 
Sandra Kolvick – Vice-President, Kerrie 
Goforth – Treasurer, Cheryl Kinchen 
– Secretary, Angela Berry – Section 
Representative, Crystal Freeburg – Alt. 
Section Representative, Mandi Brigman 
– Outreach Chair, and Jennifer Bragan-
za – Professional Development Chair.  
Each of  these officers and chairs was 
recognized at the Awards Banquet held 
in June.  Again, many thanks and great 
appreciation to all the officers and chairs, 
you made my term as President for the 
Section very easy and rewarding.
This year several of  the events will be 
held with other organizations in the Char-
lotte area.  This collaboration is a way of  
extending the reach for each event and 
to allow SWE members more network-
ing opportunities.  If  there is another or-
ganization that would like to work with 
SWE and collaborate on events, please 
let me know via email (chris.cathcart 
@ swe.org) and one of  the officers will 
make contact.
The Section is also looking for new ideas 
for events to hold.  If  you have an idea 
please contact one of  the officers.  If  you 
are willing to help organize the event, all 

Welcome to FY10.  What a 
great year as this is the 60th 
Anniversary of  SWE!  Look 
for different events to cel-

by: Chris Cathcart
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Changing of the Guard
Chris Cathcart
President
Chris holds a BS in Mechanical Engi-
neering from Kansas State University 
and an MBA from Maryville University, 
St. Louis. 
She is a registered Professional Engineer 
and is active with several organizations 
that promote networking and techni-
cal excellence. Chris began her career at 
McDonnell Douglas (now Boeing) in St. 
Louis. In November 2008, Chris accept-
ed a position in Project Engineering with 
Gulfstream Aircraft in Savannah, GA. 
Chris still lives in Charlotte, NC and con-
tinues to be active with SWE, PMI, and 

ASME. She is currently serving SWE on 
as Region D Senator and Region D Trea-
surer.

Angela Berry
Vice President
Angela holds a B.S. in Oceanic Science 
from the University of  Michigan and a 
M.S. in Environmental Engineering from 
the University of  Southern California. 
She is a North Carolina registered pro-
fessional civil engineer with 18 years of  
experience specializing in construction 
activities.

Although most of  the FY09 officers have 
remained on as FY10 officers, we offer 
our sincere thanks to all outgoing offi-
cers for a job well done this past year.  
Leaving our Executive Council to pursue 
personal and/or professional interests 
are Crystal Freeburg, Cheryl Kinchen, 
Mandi Brigman, and Jennifer Braganza.  
Although no longer participating in of-

ficer or committee chair roles, they will 
continue participating as section mem-
bers.  We wish them the best in their en-
deavors and thank them for their service 
to our section.
Joining our EC this year is FY10 Secre-
tary Leigh Simpson.  We look forward to 
working with Leigh this coming year!

FY09 Section Officers 
(l-r) Treasurer Kerrie Goforth, Section Rep Angela Berry, Vice President Sandra 
Kolvick, President Chris Cathcart, Alternate Section Rep Crystal Freeburg; not 
pitcured: Secretary Cheryl Kinchen, Outreach Chair Mandi Brigman, Profession-
al Development Chair Jennifer Braganza

T h a n k  Y o u !

the better!
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FY10 Leadership
 Team

President:
Chris Cathcart
Gulfstream
Chris.Cathcart @ swe.org

Vice President:
Angela Berry
City of  Charlotte - DOT
Angela.Berry @ swe.org

Secretary:
Leigh Simpson
Charlotte.Metrolina @ swe.org

Treasurer:
Kerrie Goforth
Goforth Residence, Clover Schools
Kerrie.Goforth @ swe.org

Section Representative:
Sandra Kolvick
Fluor
Sandra.Kolvick @ swe.org

Alternate Section Rep:
To be elected as necessary

Newsletter Editor:
Leigh Simpson

Website Coordinator:
Kerrie Goforth
webmaster@swe-cm.org

Nominating & Teller 
Committee Chair:

To be selected by 01 March 2010

Membership, Outreach, & 
Professional Development 
Committee Chairs:

Open; email webmaster@swe-cm.org 
to volunteer

Subscribe to or unsubscribe from our 
email list.
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Changing of the Guard Continued

She was an active member of  the South-
east Florida Section of  SWE while liv-
ing in West Palm Beach, Florida and has 
served previously as the Section Repre-
sentative and Section President for the 
Charlotte-Metrolina Section.
Angela currently works for the City of  
Charlotte’s Department of  Transporta-
tion (CDOT) as a Project Manager with 
their Implementation Section.

Leigh Simpson
Secretary
Leigh holds a B.S. in Systems and Indus-
trial Engineering from University of  Ari-
zona and completed the Arizona State 
University Corporate Leaders Program. 
She started her career with GTE Re-
search and Development and has worked 
as an independent contractor in a variety 
of  industries. She joined the Charlotte-
Metrolina Section in 2008. She is also an 
active Girl Scout Troop Leader.

Kerrie Goforth
Treasurer
Kerrie is from Clover, SC and holds 
a B.S. in Chemical Engineering from 
Clemson University. She joined SWE in 
FY94 while at Clemson and has been a 
part of  the Charlotte-Metrolina Section 

since its reinstatement in FY00.
She began her career with MEMC Elec-
tronic Materials, Inc. in Spartanburg, SC 
but switched careers in 2001 when she 
became a high school science teacher at 
Clover High School until May 2007 when 
she resigned to stay at home with her chil-
dren. 
She plans to return to full-time teach-
ing when her children begin attending 
school.

Sandra Kolvick
Section Representative
Sandra is a Mechanical Design Engineer 
at Fluor. She holds a B.S. and M.S. in Me-
chanical Engineering from Georgia Tech 
and a Master Professionel from École 
Nationale Supérieure d’Arts et Métiers 
(ENSAM) in Metz, France. She is pursu-
ing her professional licensure in NC.
She is from Tuscon, AZ but currently 
lives in Charlotte. She joined the Char-
lotte-Metrolina Section when she moved 
to Charlotte in May 2007 and has served 
as Vice President.  She has also coordi-
nated our Carowinds outreach events and 
co-coordinated our Girl Scout events.
Sandra is also involved with ASME and 
ASHRAE.

Below: FY10 Section Officers (l-r) Kerrie Goforth, Angela Berry, Sandra Kolvick, Chris 
Cathcart, Leigh Simpson

mailto:webmaster@swe-cm.org?subject=Subscribe
mailto:webmaster@swe-cm.org?subject=Unsubscribe


and you are weightless on rides at 
Carowinds. 
The center of  mass is in the middle 
of  an object. 
Loaded coasters will go down the hill 
faster than empty ones. 
Air does not weigh anything. 

We had so much fun sharing science 
and engineering with the students! Also, 
Carowinds is hosting its annual Girl Scout 
Camp September 11-12, so if  you are 
interested in volunteering, we welcome 
all backgrounds. This year some of  us 
may stay and camp with the girls as well!

3.

4.

5.

Laid Off? Now What?

Carowinds Education 
Days

Join SWE for an afternoon of  resume 
updating, critiques, and networking for 
those who are looking for new jobs or 
considering looking.
HOMEMADE ICE CREAM WILL BE  
SERVED!

SWE-CM had a great time supporting 
Carowinds Education Days on Friday, 
May 15 for the second year. Carowinds 
Education Days is geared towards middle 
and high school students and illustrates 

August 29, 2009; 1:00-4:00pm

the application of  math and 
science with the exciting 
example of  roller coasters! 
We had 5 volunteers who 
wore lab coats and filled 
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Upcoming Events
The following is our tentative calendar 
of  events for FY10.  Details will be avail-
able on our website and through email 
announcements.

August 29, 2009; 1:00pm-4:00pm 
“Laid Off? Now What?” Networking 

September 11, 2009; 8:00pm-11:00pm 
Carowinds Girl Scout Event

October 2, 2009; 11am-4:00pm 
Joint Professional Development Semi-
nar

November 14, 2009; 8:00am-2:30pm 
“Engineers are Cool!” Girl Scout 
Event

December 3, 2009; 6:00pm 
Holiday Social

January 22 & 29, 2010; 11:30am-
1:00pm
“Take Charge of  Your Career and Your 
Life” Webinar from Oprah.com

February 20, 2010; 8:00am-2:30pm 
“Engineers are Cool!” Girl Scout 
Event

March, 2010 - Women’s Health Meeting

April 1, 2010 
Call for Distinguished Engineering 
Service Award  (DESA) nominations

April 23 or 24, 2010 
Bowling with SWE-UNCC

May 1-25, 2010 
Section Officer Elections

May 6, 2010; 6:00pm
Section Anniversary Celebration

May 14, 2010; 8:30am-1:00pm
Carowinds Education Day

May 15, 2010 - DESA nominations due

June 11 or 12, 2010 
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Your resume is your ticket in the door 
(but you may still enter if  you happen to 
forget to bring yours!). 
Contact the event coordinator Angela 
Berry at Angela.Berry @ swe.org or 
704/398-2016 for more information or 
visit our website and/or view the event 
flyer.

Awards & Recogni-
tion Banquet

We are meeting at 9973 Reindeer 
Way Lane, Charlotte, NC.  Please be 
considerate by not blocking neighbors’ 
driveways when parking.  

by: Sandra Kolvick

the roles of  engineers and scientists 
for 3 hours, each explaining a different 
physics or science concept. We had 
rolling platforms and used props from 
slinkies to buckets and beads to disprove 
the following mindbugs/myths: 

Heavy things fall faster than light 
things. 
Astronauts are weightless in orbit 

1.

2.

http://swe-cm.org
http://swe-cm.org/images/Documents/FY10/Flyer090829.pdf
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Women Advancing the World of  
Technology

Long Beach Convention Center
Long Beach, California

1.877.SWE.INFO

The Gateway to the World will 
open up wider than ever with 
opportunity as more than 6,000 
women in engineering and technology 
will converge in Long Beach for 
WE09—the largest and most 
comprehensive gathering of  forward-
thinking women engineers and 
technologists. When these bright 
and energetic women come together 
great things will happen. Careers 
will advance, as will the world of  
technology.

Early registration ends 
September 1, 2009 while late 
registration ends September 

http://swe-cm.org | Charlotte.Metrolina @ swe.org | PO Box 37784 | Rock Hill, SC 29732

28, 2009.  On-site registration fees are 
incurred after September 28.  Register 
early to ensure you get tickets to the 
events you wish to attend (Career 
Enhancement Series, Technical and 
Sight Seeing Tours fill up quickly).  Hotel 
reservations must be made through the 
Long Beach Convention Center Housing 
Department.  Individual hotels cannot 
accept direct reservations.   

Visit the WE09 website to get more 
information, register for the conference, 
and make hotel reservations.

http://we09.swe.org/

Erin Pratt joined SWE in 2002.  She 
holds a Bachelor of  Science in Civil En-
gineering from the University of  North 
Carolina at Charlotte.   Erin chose UNCC 
because her older brother attended NC 
State and it “was too small for the both 
of  us.”  She is a roadway designer for 
STV/Whitehead Associates and enjoys 
her job because she is given opportuni-
ties to work with the public and provide 

joining the group.  She has organized 
several events including the Girl Scout 
event at Carowinds, the Education Days 
at Carowinds, and several other events 
through the years.  Her willingness to 
serve as an officer has allowed the Sec-
tion to continue and even grow.  She has 
accepted the responsibility of  the office 
and gone well beyond the call of  duty 
for the work she is assigned for SWE.  
Sandra’s life takes her to many faraway 
places but her commitment to SWE has 
not faltered or waivered.

Sandra Kolvick receives the 2009 Service  
to SWE Award from Section President 
Chris Cathcart

[Continued from page 1]
Member Profile: Erin Pratt

The Section begins FY10 fiscally sound 
and a budget has been approved by 
the Executive Council.  The Executive 
Council also approved a policy for 
accepting payments for those few events 
for which a fee is charged.  
Although the Section normally does 
not charge fees for events, there have 
been a few occasions for which a fee 
was charged.  In the past, the option of  
paying event fees by check where the 
attendee was instructed to mail their 
check to the Section post office box 
was offered.  Because this method of  
payment was rarely used and payments 

solutions to every day roadway/water 
needs.
Originally from New Bern, NC, Erin 
and her husband Hunter currently live in 
Fort Mill, SC.  Her favorite color is red 
and she likes eating is pasta.  Her favorite 
movie is Cinderella and she enjoys read-
ing The Wedding and watching Orlando 
Bloom.

“Pay by PayPal” - Treasurer’s Update

were not received, the EC has approved 
a “pay by PayPal” policy.  
PayPal is a very convenient method 
of  payment, especially if  an attendee 
already has a PayPal account.  However, 
attendees do not have to have an 
account with PayPal in order to pay 
event fees via PayPal.  An attendee may 
also pay by credit card without having 
an account.  If  you have any questions 
about this policy or if  you wish to learn 
more about PayPal, contact the Section 
Treasurer at Kerrie.Goforth @ swe.
org or you may view the PayPal website 
(www.paypal.com).

by: Kerrie Goforth


