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The Convention of International Chapter was held September 20-25, 2021. It was 

originally scheduled to be held in Portland, Oregon but due to the Covid – 19 

pandemic emergency, it was held virtually. 

Attendance from Idaho included the following voting delegates: 13 chapter 
delegates, 16 past presidents, the current ISC President and Vice President. There 
was not a registration fee, so others including ISC Organizer, Treasurer and 
Secretary, and other interested, registered members could attend most of the 
convention. In total, there were approximately 1,850 voting delegates in 
attendance virtually.  

The keynote speaker was Michelle Poler and her address was entitled “Fear Less, 

Do More”. She was very inspiring as she told of her “100 days without fear” 

experience. She challenged us to step outside our comfort zones to tap into our 

full potential. Opening Night ceremonies still included the parade of states, 

provinces, and districts. Short videos were submitted with the executive boards 

representing their particular S/P/D. The entire video presentation was narrated by 

Jim Atchinson, husband of International President, Brenda; and included 

interesting facts about each S/P/D. President Brenda shared a bit of her journey 

these past two years and challenged us to continue to “build our legacy and make 

history”. 

Prior to the opening of the convention, many workshops were offered to educate 

and motivate us. Interactive sessions included “Foster Joyful Relationships with 

anyone using Connection, Curiosity and Care”; “Mindfully Explore Contrast and 

the Silver Lining”; “Cultivating Connection”; and “Fostering Community and 

Belonging for All – Practices for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at P.E.O.”. Others 

were “Becoming a Zoom Star”; The Future of Events: Restoring Confidence and 

Finding Joy in Events”; “Philanthropic Circle: Learn, Give, Sponsor, Initiate”; 

“Creativity Explored: Finding Your Fundraiser”; “Story Influencer”; “Gardening for 

Fun….Gardening for Life”; “Let Every Gift Abundantly Create Your Legacy”; and 

“Cottey is….Incredible”.  

“Your P.E.O. Legacy: Leading from Intent to Impact” gave us tools to consider the 
goals and visions of P.E.O. as well as personally. “Voting in a Virtual World” 
prepared us to vote for business sessions. “By the Numbers” given by the Finance 
committee, shared how well our sisterhood is doing financially. All of our projects 
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are self - supporting! Even during a pandemic, giving increased so we are in a 
fiscally sound position. The Membership committee gave us inspiration to “Ignite 
to Invite”. Interesting membership numbers included:  There were 5,789 Active 
Chapters March 1, 2021, for a total membership March 1, 2021 of 361,301. There 
were 11,730 members initiated during the biennium. We heard from our special 
Ad Hoc Committee on the culture of inclusiveness in P.E.O. during “Our P.E.O. 
Journey”. We should acknowledge what we have in common, and how we are 
different. 

There were special events offered such as “Hats Off to Community Service”; A 

Cottey reception for alumnae; a BIL/Spouse reception; class gatherings; Daisy 

Dash (virtual of course); some poetry readings from Susan Goodman PA/CA, a 

special virtual P.E.O. choir of nearly 300 women, other special music, and the 

Celebration of Life where our own past state presidents Ruth Turner, Joanne 

McCormick, and Doris Babin were honored. 

There were times set aside to meet the International Chapter officers: Brenda J. 

Atchison, Patricia L. Brolin-Ribi, Cathy Moss, Alix Smith, and Kathryn S. Ebert. Even 

though the convention was virtual you could still connect with other sisters at the 

Connections Café and Buzz sessions. A Mindfulness Lounge was offered 

throughout the week to give participants a chance to relieve stress through 

mindful meditation and relaxation techniques. You could visit virtual booths for 

our six projects or watch inspiring videos about them. 

Projects Night is always a highlight of any P.E.O. convention! Annie Meyer was a 
recipient of the Educational Loan Fund and we were awed by her lovely and 
unique woodworking designs. Sarah Gage received a 4-year degree from Cottey 
and spoke of her experience there. Juddy Karei from Kenya has a Masters of 
Divinity degree because we supported her through the International Peace 
Scholarship.  Maggie Lindley was a Project for Continuing Education recipient and 
has forged a career in a largely male dominated industry with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in construction management. Scholar Award recipient Samantha 
Cooper achieved a historical musicology degree and shared with us how she 
studied and can emulate the voice of singer Fanny Brice. Shae Crowder was a 
STAR scholarship awardee and is working toward a degree in music arts, despite 
her ADHD and challenges. We were inspired and proud to have assisted these 
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women in their educational pursuits. Over 7,235 awards were given this biennium 
which means 10 project recipients were awarded every day, 7 days a week. 

Business Sessions were long, but productive. There were 99 amendments to 

consider. Some were considered as a whole, seriatim, or as a block. The following 

synopsis is not intended to be complete, but is an overview of what occurred. 

Please consult the International website for further information. You can also 

refer to the P.E.O. Record July/August 2021 edition for further explanations of 

amendments. Changes will be sent to chapter presidents in the months to come 

that will be much more comprehensive and specific. The next issue of the Record 

will also provide information. 

The following proposed amendments FAILED: 

A-2 (to eliminate the words “state chapter” or replace with “unified chapter”); D-

2, D-3 (to eliminate the guard as an officer); D-5 (to change in the ceremony of 

initiation from professing a belief in God to  acknowledging her commitment to 

our Objects and Aims); D-7 ( to allow a prospective member to attend parts of a 

business meeting prior to membership); D-11 (to change active member to living 

member); D-12 (to remove provisions for inactive members to return their pins); 

D-13, D-14 (to create an Emerita status of member); D-15, D15a (to instruct the 

Recording Secretary to distribute chapter minutes to all members prior to a 

meeting and they would not be read at a meeting); G-2 (to allow for proposed 

amendments to be sent to all local chapters and members of convention instead 

of the 2/3 approval required now for an amendment to come before a state 

convention); H-1 (to replace “stand as you are able” with “rise as you wish”); I-3, 

!-4, I-5, I-6 (dealing with raising your right hand or placing it on your heart rather 

than the Bible in the Ceremony of Initiation”); I-6 (to change the corresponding 

secretary’s part about purity in initiation); the Resolution to determine the 

feasibility of low interest student loan debt refinancing. 

The following proposed amendments PASSED: 

A-1 (to change references to “state” chapter to S/P/D); A-3 ( to change 

“subordinate” territory to “non-chartered” territory); B-1 ( to change chairman to 

chair); B-2 ( to change the “war “ authority given to International chapter to an 

emergency that affects the public); B-3 (removes the restriction that members 
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appointed to board of trustees or committees are not residents of the same 

state); B-4, C3, D17 (removes physical disability as a cause for the vice president 

to act as president); C-1, C-2 (to allow a S/P/D to hold a virtual convention of state 

chapter and allows for voting virtually); D-1, D-1a (changes the process for 

Consent to Select a Charter of a new chapter); D-4 (changes the required number 

of chapter meetings to 12); D-8, D-9, D-10 (changes the ownership of the pin from 

the sisterhood to the individual member and does not require the emblem be 

returned – except in the case of an expelled member); D-16 (provides flexibility to 

the Organizer when determining about reviewing a chapter’s books at an official 

visit); D-18 (directs where to find the duties of the vice president; D-19 (simplifies 

the duties of the corresponding secretary in regards to acting as a correspondent 

to The Record);  D-20 (simplifies duties of retiring officers); D-21 (provides for 

flexibility for local chapters whose officers or proxies may not be able to 

memorize); D-22 (housekeeping amendment in regards to 6 month time period 

for invitations to membership); E-1 ( allows for a virtual International convention); 

E-2, E-3, E-5 (allows for one more member of some project board of trustees and 

Cottey College); E-4 (removes provision on tenure of office for International 

Chapter); E-6 (redefines high school senior women for the STAR scholarship); E-7, 

E-7a, E-7b (provides for the appointment of a historian/archivist); E-8 (deals with 

the appointment of the Parliamentarian); F-1 (removes to instruction for  the 

chairman of tellers to “hand” the ballot to “provide” the ballot); F-2 (removes 

International Chapter providing copies of the Proceedings for sale); F-3, F-4 

(simplifies the process for compiling The Record and conducting interviews); G-1 

(changes the required approval for a proposed amendment to be considered at a 

state convention to 2/3 of the returned ballots); H-2 (amended – but still changes 

the Guard from taking the password to conducting a visual identification); H-2a 

(changes wording in initiation to reflect the change of taking the password); H-3 ( 

changes wording in initiation from “to have for our sisters that charity which 

covers a multitude of sins” to “to support our sisters lovingly in any way we can”); 

H-4 ( to allow for the option to stop after the P.E.O. prayer in devotions and not 

recite the Lord’s Prayer); H-5, I-8 (replaces the word Father with God); H-6 (moves 

“Blest Be The Tie That Binds” from Appendix 5 to the Procedure for P.E.O. chapter 

meeting since it is already an option to the Opening Ode); H-7 (amended but 

provides that receipt of the letter of acceptance confers active member status for 

reinstatement); H-8 (removes requirement for recording secretary to read the 
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entire Sponsor for Membership form); H-9 (adds an introduction to the order of 

business); H-10, H-11, H-12 ( simplifies instructions and duplicate language on 

balloting); H-13 (removes the instruction for officers to come forward when being 

installed into office); H-14 (changes the word “benediction” to “closing”); I-1, I-2, 

(allows optional wording to placement of hand on Bible, heart etc.); I-9 (removes 

the requirement to whisper the meaning of the letters P.E.O.); K-1, K-2, K-3,K-4,K-

5,K-6, K-7 ( allow for the option to hold virtual and hybrid meeting of a chapter 

after the Covid overarching guidelines are lifted and allow for procedures that 

reflect those style of meetings); the Editorial Resolution, the Resolution to 

determine the feasibility of establishing a grants in aid for women successfully 

completing their sophomore year of a bachelors program. 

Some amendments were withdrawn and D-6 (having to do with changing the 

eligibility age of a member from 18 to 17) was referred to a committee for further 

research. 

President Brenda presided with dignity and grace. Other business included 

Chapter L, Kauai, Hawaii receiving its charter, with 21 members of this chapter. 

(Hawaii does not yet have a state chapter.) The following officers of International 

Chapter were elected and installed: 

Patricia L. Brolin- Ribi (Idaho!!) – President 

Cathy Moss (Texas) - First Vice President  

Alix Smith (Arizona) – Second Vice President 

Kathryn S. Ebert (Washington) – Organizer 

Jennifer Mitchell (Florida) – Recording Secretary 

Video presentations from their home states were viewed. Idaho had a special 

video from Governor Brad Little and Teresa Little (Chapter I/ID) with a 

proclamation for Patti and well wishes from the executive board. 

Closing Ceremony included remarks from new President Patti and sharing her 

theme for the biennium “Raise the Bar to the Stars!”. We are especially proud to 

be Idaho P.E.O.s as Patti represents us these next 2 years as President of 

International Chapter. Make plans now to attend convention in 2023 in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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