
The Eye Says It All! Order Your Custom Pinkeye Vaccine Today

Advisor
Large Animal 

Animal Health Center creates custom Pinkeye vaccine, which 
allows you to formulate a unique vaccination to target the 
speci�c strains circulating around your herd. 

Don’t wait, contact your veterinarian to order your 
custom-made pinkeye vaccine today!
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Semen Testing Bulls
An important part of your herd 
management program should 
include a comprehensive breeding 
soundness examination (BSE) for 
your bulls - after all, they are half of 
your breeding program! You need 
to make sure that all parts of your 
production system are working at 
peak efficiency to prevent open 
cows this fall. 

In order to have a successful 
breeding program, bulls must be 
able to locate females in estrus and 
breed them. Bulls should be 
examined 30-60 days before the 
start of breeding season so that 
you can replace questionable or 
low breeders.

For producers who do not currently 
have a program already in place, 
you  should seriously consider 
getting a breeding soundness exam 
(BSE). 

It is very affordable and is arguably 
the best money cow-calf producers 
will spend on an annual basis. We 
sometimes try to save money by 
not spending it, but conducting a 
BSE is a prime example of how to 
save money in the long run by 
spending a little up front.

You work hard to make sure that 
your cows are highly fertile.  Now, 
it’s time to  pay attention to the bull 
side to make sure they do what we 
expect them to.

Contact the clinic TODAY to 
schedule your testing and 
ensure you get a great return on 
your investment this year!

Our COVID-19 Policy
Due to COVID-19, our new policy to protect our sta� and prevent the spread is to 
keep our doors locked during business hours. If you have an existing appointment 
or need to purchase products, please stay in your vehicle and call our o�ce, and 
one of our sta� will help you. We will accept payment over the phone or checks 
for our Large Animal clients.

Thank you for understanding during this di�cult time.

We are doing all we can to stop the spread.

We all know the e�ects that internal parasites can have on our herd’s production, but 
what about external parasites? A lot of money is spent every year trying to keep those 
�ies from completely taking over your cow herd, but does that money spent make 
money for the producer? Or, is it just money o� the bottom line to improve cow comfort?

The answer to the question has some variables based on market price and cost of 
products. Let’s �rst look at some production numbers that will translate to dollars later. In 
cow/calf operations, studies have found that a heavy �y burden can cost a decrease in 
calf gain by .2 lbs/day. So, if you average a 205 day weaning age, you have lost 29.4 lbs. of 
actual weight. If you plan on selling calves in the fall for $1.50/lb., you have lost around 
$44.

Stocker calves have also been found to have a .09 lb./day decrease in production with a 
heavy �y burden. So, once again with these numbers, it is very clear that spending time 
using insecticide pour-ons (less than $1 a head each time they are poured) and �y tags 
($2-3 per tag for a total of $6-9 if you tag cow and calf ) is not just an expense, but an 
investment that will return a very good pro�t year in and year out.

From the Dashboard of Dr. Dewey Nibe, D.V.M. 
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Parasites & Pinkeye: Here's what we can do

Pinkeye

Most diseases are multifactorial, and this one is no exception.

Fly control: The use of insect growth regulators (IGR) or 
larvicides in the mineral starting one month prior to �y 
exposure is a well-proven management practice to reduce �y 
pressure. Use a product labeled for controlling face �ies (all 
control horn �ies), as they can spread the pinkeye-causing 
bacteria from animal to animal.

Use �y tags in cows and calves. While putting tags in both is 
ideal, using in cows is the key. Also, don’t forget the bulls! 
They need �y control, too. Rotate among pyrethroid, 
organophosphate and avermectin tags. Pouring the cattle 
with a �y-control product the same day you �y-tag is an 
excellent way to get a quick kill on the �ies.

Many of the free-choice mineral feeders come with an option 
that applies insecticide to the face of the cow as she 
consumes the mineral. These can be quite e�ective if they are 
kept recharged with insecticide.

If cows have to walk through a narrow opening, using an 
insecticide-soaked “�y wipe” can be helpful. There are also 
noninsecticide options where cattle walk through a “�y trap,” 
where �ies are mechanically “wiped” from the animal and 
then fall into a trap.

Spraying cows during the summer can be another e�ective 
way to reduce the �y pressure.

Pasture management: Ranches that practice manage-
ment-intensive grazing (MiG) and don’t allow grass to mature 
have fewer pinkeye issues than ranches that allow grass to 
grow tall and form a seed head. The grass can irritate the eyes, 
and the seeds can lodge in the conjunctiva and scratch the 
cornea. Keep grass under 10 inches by grazing or clipping to 
decrease the chance of irritation.

Immunity: There are a number of vaccines for pinkeye, and 
they contain various strains of bacteria. Select a product with 
advice from your herd health veterinarian, as he or she is the 
best source of information for the ideal vaccine for your area. 
If you are still getting cases after performing all of the above, 
ask your herd health veterinarian about culturing the eyes to 
see what organisms are responsible.

Internal parasite control

There is widespread confusion on the ideal deworming 
protocol for beef cow-calf herds. Include me in the “confused” 
majority. I think we as veterinarians have had about �ve 
di�erent protocols proposed to us by those studying this 
specialty in the past 30 years. “Deworm cows in the fall, no, in 
the spring. Deworm calves at grass turnout; no, maybe not. 
Treat the young cows, not the old ones” ... See why we are 
confused?

On most well-managed beef herds, the cows should only 
need to be dewormed one, or at most, two, times per year. 
The current recommendation is to deworm the cows at, or a 
few weeks after, pasture turnout. The pasture is the main 
source of parasite larvae, so deworming around this time 
allows the cow to act as a “vacuum cleaner” and ingest the 
parasites on the pasture. The parasites then die due to expo-
sure to the dewormer.

There is less controversy on the calf side, and nearly everyone 
agrees that calves should be dewormed as they are moved o� 
pasture. They have been exposed to parasites throughout the 
grazing season, and their immune systems are mostly naïve 
to these parasites.

Have a discussion with your herd health veterinarian on a 
deworming strategy, as there are many questions to be 
answered before you select a protocol.

New Name, Same Great Quality of Care
In light of Dr. Garver’s retirement, we felt that it was time to change our Albia and Ottumwa clinics’ names to better �t our 

Animal Health Center family. Garver’s Animal Health Center is now named Animal Health Center of Albia. 
Animal Clinic Southside is now named Animal Health Center of Ottumwa.

With these changes, we will still continue to provide the highest quality of care that you expect from our Animal Health Center clinics.  
Thank you for continuing to choose us to take care of your herd!

PLEASE NOTE: We can no longer accept checks made out to Garver’s. Please make your checks out to “AHC” or 
“Animal Health Center”.

√  Head Gates
√  Chutes
√  Crowding Tubs

√  Portable Systems
√  Scales, Weights
√  Accessories 

√  And MORE!


