
In 2015 my mother Miriam Hoffman and I set out on a mission 
to celebrate and promote Jewish history, life and culture and 
their positive, far-reaching impact on the world. Thus the 
Yiddishkayt Initiative was born.

In less than five years, the organization has evolved into an 

international movement now branded as YI ♥ Jewish, reaching 

hundreds of thousands of followers and friends through global 

performances, festivals and commemorations, films, books, 

merchandise and Adult Education programs, all designed to 

celebrate Yiddishkayt - the very Jewishness that lives in the heart 

of every Jew -  AND share the beauty and originality of Jewish 

culture with the rest of the world. 

YI has accomplished this by reaching out - in-person and 

virtually - to all generations of audiences that hunger for a 

connection to their heritage in a Jewish world that now suffers 

from the lowest level of affiliation in the history of our people - 

below 15 percent and counting.

YI ♥ Jewish has taken a three-part approach to its success:
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We CREATE festivals, concerts, theatrical 
productions, lectures, publications, solo 
performances and other works of art, all 
permeated with PRIDE in Jewish culture. 
We reach our audiences on intellectual and 
emotional levels that raise their desire to 
experience more. 

This year, our long list of concert tours and 
series included “From Borscht to Broadway: 
The Legacy of 2nd Avenue” and, the popular 
Klezmer in Quarantine Concert Series 
featuring Yiddish Tangos, Stars of David in 
Concert and Joe Papp at the Ballroom.

In the past three years, YI produced major 
festivals in Miami, New York City and our 
most recent International VIRTUAL YI Love 
Yiddishfest 2020, a 7-day, 44-event celebration 
of Jewish culture and Yiddish language 
involving a global network of 189 musicians, 
artists and lecturers in nine countries. 
Our full-length dramatic and musical 

theatre readings continue to flourish, having 
showcased Broadway stars such as Lorna 
Luft, Eleanor Reissa, Loni Ackerman of Cats 
fame, Richard Kline from Three’s Company 
and Tony Award-winning Director
Rebecca Taichman (Indecent), and Grammy 
award winning musicians Frank London and 
Lisa Gutkin, among others.   

YI ♥ Jewish has also hosted world premiere 
and historic films and interviews with 
renowned film makers and celebrities from 
several countries.

Holocaust awareness is a major part of our 
mission with poignant performances, concerts, 
play readings and dedications, such as our 
recent Liberation Commemoration honoring 
Holocaust Survivors and Concentration Camp 
Liberators with the help of several of the 
country’s most prominent political leaders.



YI ♥ Jewish provides opportunities for our community to 
LEARN more about their cultural heritage and educate those 
of every age and level about the rich and wonderful world of 
Yiddishkayt and Jewish culture.

In 2020, we established a Yiddish Fun 01 course in alliance 
with the University of Miami’s George Feldenkreis Program 
in Judaic Studies and Sue and Leonard Miller Center for 
Contemporary Judaic Studies and in conjunction with the 
Miami Beach JCC. Subsequently, our courses went virtual with 
the addition of slightly advanced Yiddish Fun 02 and Yiddish Fun 
03 courses. Several cycles have already been completed with 
over 300 kvelling students from all over the world. 

Our commitment to Holocaust awareness has extended 
into our educational programming to include Kristallnacht 
Commemoration Events, and an International Holocaust 
Yom Hashoah Commemoration.
 



YI ♥ Jewish ENGAGEs the entire globe by 
reaching out through virtual and physical 
events and publications. Jews and non-Jews 
alike have benefited from our multitude 
of programs as we enable our Partner 
Organizations to access our cultural 
programming, forging a bond with all of 
our audiences, based on their love and 
appreciation of our vast Jewish creativity and 
contributions to mainstream world culture.   
 
Through our YI Publishing division, we have 
published five books in two years:

YI Founder Professor Miriam Hoffman’s 
latest books:
	 •	 	A	Breed	Apart:	Reflections	of	a	Young	

Refugee
 •  Legends of the AlefBet (The Origins of the 

Alphabet)
 •  Legends of the AlefBet Coloring Book for 

the enjoyment of all generations.
 

 •  Curious Rabbinic Tales: The Shortest Tall 
Stories

 •  Feigele: A Memoir by Florence Edelstein 
(with ALL profits benefiting Kolel Chabad)

YI ♥ Jewish has established an international 
booking service, providing entertainment and 
educational programs to Jewish federations, 
JCCs, synagogues and other organizations. 
Programs can be VIRTUAL and In-Person.

We continue to engage the global Jewish 
community through Ongoing Community 
Outreach Services, our YI Archives and a vision 
plan for building a comprehensive world-wide 
Jewish Cultural Portal and establishing Jewish 
Cultural Societies worldwide.



With our commitment to CREATE, LEARN and 
ENGAGE, the YI ♥ Jewish leadership team 
and Board of Directors have laid out our 
most ambitious plans yet for the upcoming 
year. Building on our solid foundation, we are 
launching several new initiatives, including our 
new YITV channel featuring three monthly 
series of virtual broadcasts:

•   YI Love Jewish Art
•   Klezmer in Quarantine Cabaret
•	 	Shmoozing	with	Avi	Hoffman

We are planning future festivals: 
•  Our Virtual YI Love YiddishFest 2021 Purim 

Edition
•  The 2nd Annual International Virtual  

YI Love Yiddishfest 2021
•  Our 2nd Annual YI Love YiddishFest 2021 

Hanukkah Edition

CONCLUSION: 

In order to continue to build our YI ♥ Jewish 
movement - and bring the world into our 
extended mishpukhe (family) we need the 
support of valuable donors like you. YOU can 
help us strengthen opportunities to CREATE, 
LEARN and ENGAGE the entire world. 

We hope you will Join the Jewish Culture 
Evolution by making a meaningful gift today. 

For more information, or to donate, visit  

yilovejewish.org


