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                    84/47 85/53 82/50 81/48 75/44

Wednesday, July 27 through Tuesday, August 2, 2016: 
Date  ‘16 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’15 HIGH LOW PREC. 07/30 89 52 81/44 .00 86 44 .00
07/27 88 50 81/44 .00 63 45 Tr 07/31 82 47 81/44 .00 92 46 .00
07/28 88 51 81/44 .00 70 35 .00 08/01 83 43 81/44 .00 92 50 .00
07/29 90 52 81/44 .00 79 40 .00 08/02 85 46 81/44 .00 93 52   .00

FIVE
DAY 
LOOK
AHEAD

Date  ‘16 HIGH LOW NORMAL PREC. ’15 HIGH LOW PREC. 

YTD precipitation in McCall as of August 2, 2016: 14.66 inches  • YTD precipitation in McCall as of August 2, 2015: 11.83 inches
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AGE & CUNNING
45-year-old Rhoades beat the 
kids to win McCall Amateur

—Page A-3—

Budget constraints will mean 
reduced shoulder widths

Noah Spangenberg from McCall sprints from the start line on Sunday during the final race of the BIC 
One Design Challenge Stand-up Paddleboard series held on Payette Lake. Camas Alexander from 
McCall and Scarlett Dethmer follow close behind. For results of the races, see Outdoors/Recreation Page A-5.

MAKE WAY, SHARLIE
Photo by Gary Ertter / for The Star-News

Bike lanes won’t 
fit on WW Road 

improvement project

BY CHRISTIE GROB
and TOM GROTE
The Star-News

Designated bike lanes 
cannot fit on the planned 
renovation of  7.5 miles of  
Warren Wagon Road north of  
McCall, a public meeting on 
the project was told last week.

The bike lane were in 
the project when a previous 
public meeting was held in 
February 2015, but the high 
cost of  widening the road has 
meant taking the paths out, 
according to Dan Slanina of  
the Western Federal Lands 
Highway Division of  the 
U.S. Department of  Trans-
portation.

The news was delivered 
during a presentation on the 
project held last week at the 
Payette National Forest head-
quarters building in McCall. 

The project, due to start in 
2018, has a budget of  $11 mil-
lion to improve the section of  
the road, which begins about 
two miles from McCall and 
ends with the intersection 
of  East Side Drive north of  

Payette Lake. 
The road is narrow, the 

pavement is deteriorating 
and there is danger from 
rocks falling from the hillside 
along the road, according to 
a federal study of  the road. 

During the 2015 meeting, 
engineers said they had 
hoped to include defined 
bicycle lanes or shoulders 
as wide as four feet as part 
of  the project. But new costs 
estimates of  widening the 
road to fit the paths ate too far 
into the budget, Slanina said.

“Every foot that we add 
is going to be over a million 
dollars,” he said. 

The current plan is to have 
shoulders that are three feet 
wide, but even that width 
might be reduced in sections, 
Slanina said.

One More Meeting
At least one more public 

meeting will be planned on 
the design, which is sched-
uled to be finished by the 
end of  2017. 

See LANES, Page A-2

Photo for The Star-News by Christie Grob
Capitol Grounds Supervisor Ted Bechtol, left, and McCall 
smokejumper Chris Niccoli size up a candidate for the 2016 
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree somewhere on the Payette 
National Forest last week.

BY CHRISTIE GROB
For The Star-News

Ted Bechtol has found the 
perfect tree on the Payette 
National Forest to be placed 
in front of  the U.S. Capitol 
this holiday, but he can’t tell 
anyone where to see it.

Bechtol, the superinten-
dent of  grounds for the U.S. 
Capitol Architect’s Office, 

visited the Payette last week 
to pick a tree for the west 
lawn of  the Capitol to greet 
holiday visitors to Washing-
ton, D.C.

He found an 80-foot tall 
Engelmann Spruce as well 
as at least one backup tree 
in case Mother Nature deals 
a blow to the selected tree 
before it is cut on Nov. 2. 

See TREE, Page A-4

Shhh! Lucky tree on 
Payette forest picked to 

head to U.S. Capitol

Sidewalks, swales would 
impede trucks, rob parking
BY TOM GROTE
The Star-News

Owners of  businesses along 
Commerce Street in McCall told 
the McCall City Council on Friday 
they wanted nothing to do with 
a proposed improvement project 
along their street.

About 20 people attended the 
meeting held at Idaho First Bank 

to oppose the plan to rebuild Com-
merce Street, a 1,325 foot street 
located between Deinhard Lane and 
Jacob Street.

Owners did not object to the re-
pair of  the crumbling road, but cast 
doubts on plans to also build five-foot 
wide sidewalks and drainage swales 
along the length of  the street.

The sidewalks and swales would 
eliminate parking spaces and dis-
rupt the ability of  large delivery 
trucks from entering and leaving 
their properties, the owners told the 
four council members who attended.

The project, slated to be built next 
summer, is the first to use the city’s 
new local-option taxes for street 
improvements approved by voters 
last November. 

Business owners became alarmed 
when they received a letter in April 
from the Horrocks Engineers in 
Boise, which the city has hired to 
design the project.

The letter, from Horrocks Prin-
cipal Engineer Bryan Foote, said 
the reconstruction would include 
sidewalks and stormwater swales.

See COMMERCE, Page A-2

Commerce Street businesses 
protest proposed improvements

Tulsa man plans to build 
home on 160-acres parcel
BY DAN GALLAGHER
For The Star-News

The new owner of  a parcel of  
private land surrounded by state 
land near McCall said he has no 
intention of  allowing the public to 
use the road through his property.

Doug Richison of  Tulsa, Okla., 
categorically said “no” when asked 
on Tuesday whether he will allow 
hikers, firewood gatherers, moun-
tain bikers and huckleberry pickers 
to cross his land during the summer 

or to allow snowmobiles to use the 
road during the winter.

Meanwhile, Valley County com-
missioners on Monday ordered 
research done to see if  the county 
has any legal rights to use the road, 
which is a groomed as a snowmobile 
trial during the winter. 

Richison bought the 160 acres in 
April that is crossed by the Green 
Gate Road, the informal name given 
to the road that starts on Warren 
Wagon Road about two miles north 
of  McCall.

The road mostly runs through 
land administrated by the Idaho 
Department of  Lands but crosses 
Richison’s land 2.3 miles from its 
origin. It was at that spot that crews 

erected a large iron gate with video 
cameras last month and signs that 
said “Keep Out.”

The public has no rights to use 
the road across Richison’s property, 
according to IDL officials. The only 
access required is for state employ-
ees or loggers or other contractors 
working for the state, the IDL said.

Richison is a sales specialist with 
Texas-headquartered Flowserve, 
which makes pumps and compres-
sors for the oil industry. He also 
owns cattle ranches in Oklahoma.

His plans are to acquire a McCall 
home while plans are drawn up for 
a house on his newly purchased 
property.

See ACCESS, Page A-4

Green Gate Road landowner says ‘no’ to access

BY TOM GROTE
The Star-News

No charges will be filed against two 
Adams County Sheriff ’s Office deputies 
who shot and killed Council rancher Jack 
Yantis eight months ago, Idaho Attorney 
General Lawrence Wasden said last week.

“The evidence in this case is insufficient 
to support a conviction beyond a reason-
able doubt” against deputies Brian Wood 
or Cody Roland, Wasden said in a letter 
to Adams County Prosecuting Attorney 
Matthew Faulks.

Wasden revealed that Yantis was shot 
12 times in his chest, upper extremities 
and abdomen, with a fatal shot through 

his lungs and aorta.
Adams County Sheriff  Ryan Zollman 

said he was unable to comment on the 
findings because the family of  Yantis 
had filed a wrongful death claim against 
Adams County.

Zollman told The Star-News that Wood 
and Roland would remain on paid leave, 
where they have been since the shooting, 
until psychological evaluations are com-
peted to determine if  they are “fit for duty.”

Conflicting witness statements of  the 
incident, which occurred about six miles 
north of  Council, led to Wasden to decline 
to file charges, his letter to Faulks said.

The incident started when a car travel-

ing on U.S. 95 hit a bull that belonged to 
Yantis, seriously injuring the occupants 
of  the car and injuring the bull.

Yantis, 62, was called by the sheriff ’s of-
fice and Wood “fired several shots with his 
.223 rifle at the bull in response to the bull’s 
aggressive movements and his perception 

that it was a danger,” Wasden’s letter said.
Yantis arrived, walked up to the bull and 

lined up to shoot it with the gun pointed 
toward people south of  the scene.

“Roland and Wood both claim they is-
sued verbal commands to Jack by stating 
‘no, no, no,’ ‘whoa, whoa, stop, hang on’ or 
‘we’re not doing this,’” Wasden’s letter said.

Witness statements differ at this point, 
according to  Wasden.

“Wood states that as he neared Jack, he 
reached forward with his left hand, but he 
didn’t think he’d have to grab Jack’s rifle 
because he thought Jack would stop before 
shooting,” the report said.

See YANTIS, Page A-2

No charges to be filed against 
Adams deputies in Yantis shooting

 Brian Wood Cody Roland Jack Yantis

Jazz It Up!
Stigers & Friends to Play 
Jug Mountain Saturday

—High Country Week • Section B—

PAGE A-2 - THE STAR-NEWS - THURSDAY, AUGUST 4, 2016

Yantis
(Continued from Page A-1)

“Wood claims Jack then 
stepped back and swung the 
muzzle of  his rifle across 
Wood’s belly and, as a result, 
Wood twice commanded Jack 
to point his rifle down,” the 
report said.

“Wood recalled that Jack 
then shoved his rifle forward 
and toward Roland’s chest. 
Wood heard a gunshot and 
believed it was Jack’s rifle,” 
the letter said.

Feared for Safety
Wood then fired his rifle 

at Yantis “as fast as he could” 
because “he thought Roland 
was shot or was going to be,” 
Wasden’s letter said. 

Roland told investigators 
that he reached for his pistol 
when he saw Yantis shove 
Wood.

“Roland says Jack then 
pulled up and fired from the 
hip toward him. Roland be-
lieves he fired three to four 
shots, and claims to have seen 
and felt the muzzle blast from 
Jack’s rifle,” the letter said 

Lab testing of  Roland’s 
clothing and gear could not 
confirm a bullet strike or 
muzzle blast, Wasden said. 

A witness, Rowdy Paradis, 
told investigators that Yan-
tis had been drinking beer 
throughout the day and  had 
a beer at dinner. Tests showed 
Yantis had a blood alcohol 
content of  .104 percent, the 
report said. The legal limit for 
driving under the influence in 
Idaho is .08 percent.

In their statements, Para-
dis and Donna Yantis, the wife 
of  Jack Yantis, said the trajec-

tory of  Yantis’s aim would 
not have harmed anyone, the 
report said. 

Donna Yantis said Roland 
grabbed Yantis from behind 
and said ‘I’m hit, I’m hit.’ “She 
stated that she never saw Jack 
point his rifle at the officers,” 
the report said. 

Paradis said that Roland 
grabbed Yantis by the vest, 
pulled him, then pushed him 
away and both officers fired. 

“There is no other way to 
describe what happened that 
day as anything but tragic 
and unfortunate for the Yantis 
family and the entire commu-
nity,” Wasden said. “It is my 
hope that in the weeks and 
months ahead, the community 
can heal and rebuild trust.”

Wood previously worked 
for the McCall Police Depart-
ment but left in 2011 after a 
man he arrested filed a lawsuit 
against the city. 

Roland worked for the Val-
ley County Sheriff  ’s Office 
between 2005 and 2012.

Note: Subscribers to The 
Star-News may view the 

full attorney general’s 
letter by going to www.

mccallstarnews.com and 
clicking on the link at the 

end of  this story.

Commerce
(Continued from Page A-1)

During Friday’s meeting, 
Foote said the design of  the 
project was not final, and that 
it was important to hear from 
each property owners how 
various designs would affect 
their businesses.

He showed slides of  
options that ranged from com-
plete sidewalks and swales to 

shoulder-to-shoulder pave-
ment with no sidewalks and 
underground drainage pipes.

Horrocks and city repre-
sentatives were scheduled 
to meet with each property 
owner beginning this week 
to talk about how much room 
they would need to allow for 
trucks to enter and exit their 
businesses.

“We need to make sure we 
get these big trucks in and 
out,” Foote said.

Poor Condition
The 25-year-old pavement 

on Commerce Street is in 
poor condition and could 
crumble at any time, McCall 
City Engineer Nathan Stewart 
said. City crews no longer do 
routine maintenance on the 
pavement, Stewart said.

The street was selected as 
the first project for the local-
option tax because the city 
recognizes its importance as 
a vibrant business location 
and critical trucking route for 
businesses, he said.

The relatively small price 
tag of  $450,000 would allow it to 
be accomplished quickly, and 
water and sewer lines under 
the street do not need to be 
replaced, as is the case with 
other streets on the city’s pri-
ority list for the local-option 
tax, Stewart said.

Several property owners 
questioned why sidewalks and 
ditches were needed.

“What’s the problem?” Bri-
an Nelson of  Nelson Plumbing 
said. “The people on Com-
merce Street have no problem 
with what is going on.”

Nate Laughery, manager of  
Les Schwab Tire Center, said 
building swales and sidewalks 
would take away six of  his 

18 parking spaces, and John 
Brush of  Adventure Floors 
said his parking spaces would 
be slashed from six to two.

Most of  those speaking 
advocated an open street plan 
to allow delivery trucks the 
maximum room to maneuver.

Lex Bernstein of  McCall 
Auto Club asked the council 
“to ensure that we are as viable 
as pedestrians as far as your 
planning and strategy goes.”

Irony Noted
McCall attorney Steve Mil-

lemann, who was hired by the 
property owners, reminded 
the council members that they 
were not required to move 
forward with the Commerce 
Street work.

“The irony of  this is usu-
ally it’s folks standing in front 
of  you asking “when are you 
going to pave my street?” Mil-
lemann said. “What you are 
hearing here is, ‘please don’t.’”

Sidewalks are not required 
in an industrial zone, which 
is where Commerce Street 
is located, but sidewalks and 
pathways are encouraged as 
part of  the city’s Complete 
Streets policy adopted in 2011, 
according to a background 
memo provided at the meet-
ing.

All “significant indus-
trial projects” are required 
to undergo design review by 
the city, the memo said. That 
design review was imposed 
on two projects on Commerce 
Street in 2014. 

The expansion of  Tekin, 
Inc., a maker of  components 
for remote-controlled cars, 
and a new office and ware-
house for A-1 Heating and 
Cooling both were required to 
include sidewalks and swales 

F R O M  T H E  F R O N T  P A G E
in front of  their properties, 
according to city records. 

Council member Nic Swan-
son said he understood the 
frustration of  those attending 
due to the April letter from 
Horrocks that gave the im-
pression, “this was a foregone 
conclusion.”

“It is really important for 
us to see this local-option tax 
be a success in the community, 
not something that drives 
away business,” Swanson 
said.

Council member Bob Giles 
said he was impressed with 
the comments at the meeting 
and that “maybe we need to 
take a time out and not do it 
right now.”

Mayor Jackie Aymon re-
minded those attending that 
the Idaho Transportation 
Department has given the city 
$100,000 in federal money to 
help fund the project. Aymon 
was not sure if  the grant could 
be used elsewhere in the city. 

Aymon also noted that 
Commerce Street was a public 
road. “It belongs to all of  us 
and it has to work for all of  
us,” she said.

Lanes
(Continued from Page A-1)

“That’s what we’re looking 
to you for, to help with the 

design,” he said.
Bicycle lanes have never 

been part of  the project, said 
Doug Hecox, a spokesperson 
for the Federal Lands High-
way Division.

“The original project fund-
ing request is for only one-foot 
shoulders up to East Side 
Drive,” Hecox said. “However, 
because of  the bike/pedes-
trian use along the project 
corridor, we are trying to 
provide more shoulder width 
that can reasonably be built 
along this portion.”

Valley County commis-
sioners tried to get bicycle 
lanes added to the project 
when it was proposed for 
funding, commission Chair 
Gordon Cruickshank said 
Tuesday.

“(Their) response was the 
funding would only do the 
roadway rehab,” Cruickshank 
said. “If  Valley County wanted 
to add bike lanes the estimate 
was another $8 million to $10 
million.”

Commissioners asked that 
the shoulders of  the project be 
widened as much as possible 
instead of  designated paths, 
he said.

For information about 
the project, contact Daniel 
Slanina at Daniel.slanina@
dot.gov or  (360) 619-7617.

The North Fork School
Hard work. Hard statistics. Open doors.
208-630-4028  thenorthforkschool.com

“I was so excited by (my 
daughter’s writing), I was 
inspired to write.” 
“The maturity of her poems 
and narratives surprised me. 
She obviously enjoys and 
appreciates the process, and 
I am grateful for the strong 
foundation it provides for a 
lifetime of reading and writing.”

—Parent of former North Fork student

Private, secular, 
accredited 
academic 
challenge for 
MDSD students 
who also love their 
public schools.

Complete Landscaping Services
Residential & Commercial

Your Nursery, Landscape, Hardscape & Irrigation Project Pros
Call for free Consultation on your 

landscape Project needs & our native tree selections
630-4864 • 312 Samson Ct. • McCall

(1/4 mile south of middle school on Samson Trail)

114 N. 3rd Street
Ste. A
McCall, ID 83638
208-634-2200 

Pathways to Understanding
Animal Communications • Medical Intuitive • Reiki

Diana Lynn Siderides
www.pathwaystounderstanding.com
Diana@pathwaystounderstanding.com

(208) 584-9034

616 N. 3rd Street

(208)630-6290

In Downtown McCall!

electric bike sales & rentals

Notice of Public of Public Hearing
Proposed Operating Budget

Southern Valley County Recreation District
Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2017

This Budget Hearing will be held in the meeting area of 
the Cascade Aquatic and Recreation Center, 333 Kelly’s 
Parkway, Cascade, ID 83611, at 1 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 9

Notice of Public Hearing
Proposed Operating Budget

Southern Valley County Recreation District
Fiscal Year Ending September 30, 2017

Income & Contribution Proposed Budget

Household Assessment $238,111
Program Revenue $82,985

Total Income & Contribution (A) $321,096

Expenses

Salaries & Benefits $175,057
Operating Costs $68,550
Program Expense $14,800
Professional Services $6,200

Total Expenses (B) $264,607

Carryover (A) - (B) $56,489

This Budget Hearing will be held in the meeting area of the Cascade Aquatic and Recreation Center,
333 Kelly's Parkway Cascade, ID 83611, at 1:00pm on Tuesday August 9, 2016


