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President's Message

As we celebrate the completion of another highly
successful and enjoyable Navy Birthday Ball last month,
the Central Florida Navy League looks toward a strong
finish to an already very impressive 2019. We are turning
our focus to continued and enhanced support of our youth
programs and to recognizing superior performances of
maritime service members in our local community.

We just made another significant investment in our local
youth, as the CFNL sponsored an extremely rewarding
Sea Cadet Field Training Exercise (FTX) Weekend in Groveland, Florida, this past weekend. Over 150
Sea Cadets and staff members were in attendance! This month we will also kickoff our inaugural
CFNL Sea to Stars STEM Experience with the support of many local partners including Naval Aviation
Warfare Center Training System Division, Lake Highland Preparatory School and the Orlando Science
Center. Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) are all critical skills for our nation’s future
leaders and we believe that our new program will be second to none in introducing these concepts!

CFNL has added 93 new members to our council during 2019 and we hope to eclipse 100 new
members for the year shortly. If you or others you may know have any interest in joining our award
winning team, please visit the Navy League and select the Central Florida Council as your council of
affiliation! 

Chris "Towny" Townsend
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Central Florida Celebrates the Navy's 244th Birthday in Style

A great time was had by all at the Central Florida
Navy League's 244th Navy Birthday Ball celebration
last month at the Rosen Shingle Creek resort. The
evening was presented by Cole Engineering and
little did we know, featured guest speaker Rear
Admiral Donald Gabrielson, had a few surprises in
store for ball guests.

Partnering with long-time supporter and former
NAWCTSD executive officer, Hank Phillips, the
admiral and Hank wowed the guest with some
amazing performances as they played and sang
along with our band, MPiRE. The audience enjoyed
every note that night!

But before all the dance floor excitement began, the highlight of the evening was the birthday cake
cutting by the youngest Sailor in attendance, and the oldest, 105-year-old WWII and Korea War veteran,
Capt. Robbie Roberts. Robbie has graced many of the Central Florida Navy League’s birthday balls
over the years and it was especially nice to have him in attendance this year after he was missed last
year. It was truly a special moment for all the guests.

The CFNL can’t thank the sponsors enough as they helped to make the ball such a wonderful

https://www.navyleague.org/join-us/individual-membership


affair. This year’s sponsors: Cole Engineering Services, Inc., Boeing, Cubic, Carley Corporation,
Kratos, ASI, CAE, Huntington Ingalls, Northrop Grumman, R-Squared Solutions, SIMETRI and ESP, Inc.
Your support is so appreciated!

There was also great work done by three Sea Cadet units: Clermont, Lone Sailor and American Pride,
and in-kind donations by huge supporters of the Navy League, Lockheed Martin, Barco and 11th Hour
Printing Solutions. The weekend tone was set by the great staff at the Rosen Shingle Creek resort and
a long list of corporate sponsors who enjoyed the night by purchasing a table for their team and many
donating seats to sailors or Veterans.

Finally, a HUGE pat-on-the-back for the planning committee — a great and dedicated team who did an
outstanding job in planning an amazing event. Please visit our FaceBook page to see all the pictures!
Looking forward to celebrating 245 with you in 2020! Stay tuned for the date.

Official Keys and Crank Exchange Takes Place in October

On October 25 at the Lone Sailor
Navy Memorial in Baldwin Park,
Recruit Training Command
Orlando and Nuclear Power
Student graduates Dan Tressler
(far left; first picture) and Aubrey
Ducker (far right, first picture)
exchanged ‘keys and crank’ to our
OLD GLORY U.S. Flag. Dan and
his son, Dan the third (2nd from
left), have taken care of the U.S. Flag since our dedication back in April of 2016. Aubrey is now
assuming the position. Senior Chief Mike Phillips (3rd from left, first picture) is the former Chairman
and the 'moving force' behind our beloved memorial. Bravo Zulu to all you gentlemen!

Meet Our Outgoing President, Chris Townsend

Chris Townsend has served the Navy League of the United States, Central
Florida Council since 2009 as the Founder and Race Director of the highly
successful Wounded Warfighter Lone Sailor 5K/10K. This charity run has
benefitted many charities over the last 9 years and has contributed greatly to the
funding for the Lone Sailor Navy Memorial and the Blue Jacket Recruit in Blue
Jacket Park.

After serving as the council’s Executive Vice President for two years, he began
his two-year term as the Central Florida Navy League’s President in January of
2018 and will conclude at the end of this year. At the 2018 Navy League
National Convention, Chris was elected National Vice President.

Read more here

CFNL Sponsors Sea Cadet Field Training Exercise Weekend

This past weekend, Sea Cadets
and Sea Cadet leaders from
around the state came together in
Groveland for their first ever
Central Florida Navy League Field
Training Exercise. 

More than 150 young men and
women, ages 10-18, converged
on Groveland for three days of
camaraderie, classes, history
and so much more. The CFNL
was honored to sponsor the
event and our Troy Edwards, director of youth programs, was present all three days educating cadets
and their parents on the mission of the Navy League, scholarship opportunities as well as teaching
tactics, squad movements and day and night field operations. The trainings culminated in nighttime
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ops during which some cadets played a SEAL Team and others played the terrorists. Cadets also
learned leadership, culinary, medical and marching. By all accounts it was a huge success and there
is a lot of excitement for next year's event!

Help Central Florida Navy League Reach 100 NEW members in 2019!

If you've been at a luncheon or a social, you've probably heard our
membership chairman, Enrique Acosta Gonzalez, encourage you to
join the Navy League. If you haven't, now is your chance to help us
reach 100 new members in 2019! We're at 94 -- we're so close!

It's easy to join and you can join for as little as $25. And right now, all
spouses of active duty Navy can join for free. Come to a luncheon or
our social and get to know us. We are a diverse group of men and
women dedicated to providing support to our Sea Service members,
their families and the youth in our programs.

Our Wounded Warfighter Lone Sailor run is in the spring (April 11)
and we're looking for participants, sponsors and volunteers. We are
starting a new STEM program and need help. We host luncheons, socials and a birthday ball each
year, and need support for those.

Come join us here and see why every day is a great Navy Day!

Get Social with Your Navy League!

A great way to stay in touch with Navy
League is to become part of our social
networks!

We've got something for everyone! Be
sure to like/follow us on Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and our newest social
network, LinkedIn!

We love sharing news -- please like, share
and comment so we know you're out there!

       

Nov 12 -- Bi-Monthly Social - Thanks to our
sponsors Cogent Bank and TAPE!
Nov 13 -- Welcome NAWCTSD Commander
Captain Tim Hill as our luncheon speaker.
Register today!

Dec. 2-5 -- I/ITSEC at OCCC
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Jan. 14 -- Social
Jan. 15 -- Luncheon
Apr. 11 -- Wounded Warfighter Lone Sailor 5k/10k
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