
 

NATIONAL EGG QUALITY SCHOOL 
 

2022 National Egg Quality School Regular Meeting  
January 26, 2022 Atlanta GA 

Attendees:  Diana Sparks, Ken Anderson, Paul Patterson, Michael Abbott, Bryan Lawson Cary Wise, Robin 
Wise, Dianna Bourassa, Ken Anderson Mike Persia, Ken Koelkebeck and E. L. Knicely  

Paul Patterson called the meeting to order and asked E. L. Knicely if there was a quorum. E. L. said he 
received eight proxies, the executor of one of the proxies was not present so only seven will be considered 
towards a quorum. With the Board members present and the proxies submitted, Paul declared a quorum.  

Paul asked for reading of minutes from the September, 2021 Regular meeting held in Harrisburg PA. 
Motion received to dispense with the reading of the minutes, second received, motion passed.  

Treasurers Report; Diana Sparks provided a 2021 financial report and reviewed the report with the group. 
She said the Harrisburg PA hotel waived up to $9,000 in charges due to the school not meeting the 84 
rooms that was in the contract. We hosted 60 students for the September 2021 School in Harrisburg. Diana 
said we currently have 60 students registered for the 2022 school scheduled for Indianapolis IN. She has a 
contract with the hotel for 84 students.  

No Committee reports provided. 

Paul stated the 2021school held in Harrisburg PA was successful. The school had an in person and virtual 
format for speakers, encountered some audio problems with one virtual presentation but overall went well. 
He said 60 students attended, the student evaluations reflected high marks for speakers and the laboratory. 
The candling lights and other equipment was shipped to Bryan Lawson in South Carolina. Bryan reported 
that the equipment arrived in tact.  

E. L. Knicely presented two nominations for Lifetime Honorary Directors. He read the nominations for 
Ken Anderson and Deanna Baldwin. A motion was received to accept the nominations, second received, 
motion approved.  

Curriculum for 2022 school; Paul said he and Elizabeth Myers have been working on getting the speakers 
together. They currently have two draft agendas. One of the agendas had a slight change in when the review 
will be completed. In the past the review started on Wednesday at 7:00pm but the change would move the 
review to 4:30pm and the 4:30pm buzz session would be removed. The second draft would keep a similar 
agenda as in the past with the review starting at 7:00pm. Paul asked for comments. Mike Abbott said he felt 
if the review was moved to 4:30pm it would be helpful for the people who use English as a second 
language, it would also be good for people who may be local and could then stay and not have to return. 
Diana said the school has a Spanish version of the exam, Mike said he thought it would be helpful if that 
was announced early as an option for students who use English as a second language. Dianna Bourassa 
asked if we should consider a Spanish translator to be available during the school. Diana Sparks said it had 
been explored in the past as a possible option but it was determined it wasn’t financially feasible. The 
school does have at least one bilingual section leader.  

Paul asked if anyone had reached out to an industry person in Indiana who could supply eggs to the school. 
Diana and Bryan said two students who attended the 2021 school in Pennsylvania said their companies 
could provide eggs to the 2022 school. They said they didn’t have the names of the individuals, but they 
would check the student list and make contact to verify who is willing to provide the eggs.  

 

 

 

Paul Patterson, Director 
Elizabeth Myers, 
Assistant Director 
Bryan Lawson, NEQS 
Coordinator 
Diana Sparks, Treasurer 

National Egg Quality School 
Office of the Secretary 

102 Governor St 
Richmond, VA  23219



Future School Locations; for the 2023 school, Diana said she received a proposals from Justin Jarocki of 
Minnesota. The proposal for Great Wolf Lodge in Bloomington Minnesota was ruled out because it didn’t 
have the square footage needed for our meeting space. A proposal from an Embassy Suites in Bloomington 
is a possibility, it has the meeting space needed for the school and it provides transportation. Diana is 
expecting another proposal from an Embassy Suites attached to the Mall of America in Bloomington 
Minnesota. Mike Abbott said San Diego is a possibility and Sacramento is an option but he can’t say what 
businesses will be open. He said the Governor has reduced the number of people to 100 who are allowed to 
meet for indoor events. He said he is concerned with planning something not knowing what the Governor 
may limit. Diana was asked when she needed a decision for the 2023 school. She said she normally would 
need to know over a year in advance of the scheduled school. She said she would like to have a decision by 
February, 2022 for the 2023 school. Cary Wise offered Utah as a possible location for 2023. Diana said she 
would like to have some direction for the 2023 school. Paul recommended Minnesota as the first choice for 
the 2023 school, Utah second or another state somewhere in the West. Ken Anderson suggested the 
Southeast, Bryan mentioned South Carolina and Ken Raleigh North Carolina. It was decided Minnesota 
would be 2023, West Coast 2024 and the Southeast for 2025.   

New Business; Paul said the Board needed to appoint two University stakeholders to complete the terms of 
the late Mike Darre (2023) and Craig Coufal (2023) who resigned from the Board to accept a position with 
allied industry. Paul opened floor for nominations, Mike Persia of Virginia Tech and Arron Kiess of North 
Carolina State were nominated. Mike Persia is an Associate Professor and Extension Specialist, Arron 
Kiess is the Braswell family endowed Professor and his focus is on eggs. Paul closed nominations, motion 
made to elect by acclimation, second received, motion approved.  

Elisa was asked if she had any suggestions for the presenter at the omelet luncheon. She said she would 
check into it, could possibly find someone from the Egg Nutrition Center. After discussion, she suggested 
someone speak to Paul Brennan, retired Executive Director of the Indiana State Poultry Association. Paul 
Patterson said he would reach out to him to ask if he would be interested in presenting at the Omelet 
Luncheon.   

Diana asked if we were going to plan to have 84 students for the 2023 school. She said she has concerns 
with meeting the minimum room requirements if we commit to 84 students. She needs a committed number 
before she can sign a contract with the hotel for the 2023 school. E. L. stated that the companies who pulled 
employees back from the 2021 school were primarily concerned with not having enough labor to run the 
facilities. Labor shortages will probably continue and we need to consider it when making a decision. 
Diana asked about dropping to 74 students, E. L. said he felt we needed to talk with Rafael of the U. S. 
Poultry & Egg Association since they have been generous with their sponsorship to assist the school with 
increasing its numbers. Rafael will be consulted and a decision on the total number of students for the 2023 
school will be provided to Diana before a contract is signed for the 2023 school.  
  

A motion was made to adjourn, second received, meeting adjourned.  

  
Respectfully submitted, 

E.L. Knicely, Secretary 



APPENDIX 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 
OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF 

THE NATIONAL EGG QUALITY SCHOOL 

(ADOPTED the 13th day of FEBRUARY, 2019) 

WHEREAS, David Steen passed away on May 6, 2018 in, West Lafayette, Indiana; 

WHEREAS, David Steen served the National Egg Quality School for 23 years; 

WHEREAS, David Steen faithfully represented the National Egg Quality School in educating individuals 
in the areas of egg quality and safety; 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the National Egg Quality School wishes to acknowledge gratefully 
the valuable service that David Steen gave to this Board; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this resolution be made a part of the official minutes of 
the Board and that a copy be circulated to the staff on the Board 




