
 

NATIONAL EGG QUALITY SCHOOL 
 

2021 National Egg Quality School Board Meeting  
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

September 20, 2021  

Attendees:  Diana Sparks, Danny Hughes, Deana Jones, Oscar Garrison, Mike Abbott, Paul Patterson,  
Elizabeth Myers, Dianna Bourassa, Bryan Lawson, Ken Koelkebeck, Nichole Martz, Roland Mader, Justin 
Jarocki, Rafael Rivera, Shari Yeattes, Tony Herrera and E. L. Knicely  

Paul Patterson called the meeting to order and declared a quorum. Paul stated that Mike Darre was unable 
to participate in the school due to an illness and as a result he was asked to conduct the meeting.  

Paul asked for reading of minutes, motion made to dispense with the reading of the minutes, second 
received, motion approved. 

Paul presented a slate of officers to be voted on; Director Mike Darre, Assistant Director Elizabeth Myers, 
Treasurer Diana Sparks, Secretary E. L. Knicely, Coordinator Bryan Lawson. Paul asked for nominations 
from the floor, none were received, motion made to close nominations, second received, motion approved. 
Deana asked if Mike was still willing to serve in the Director’s role. Diana said that Mike had never 
indicated he wasn’t interested. A motion was made to accept the slate as read, second received, motion 
approved.  

Old Business; the 2022 school is scheduled for Indianapolis May 23 thru 26. Deana asked where the 
equipment will be shipped when the Harrisburg school ends. Bryan said he having the equipment shipped 
to him in South Carolina and he would store it.  

New Business; Diana said Minnesota was a possible location for the 2023 school. She said California was 
originally planned for 2022 until COVID disrupted the school schedule. Mike Abbot said he was concerned 
California wouldn’t be able to host the school in person if locality restrictions didn’t change. Justin said 
Minnesota currently allows up to 300 people to meet and could be held in Bloomington or Minneapolis. 
Diana asked Justin if he could do some research and provide proposals for both locations.  

Paul said Board needed to think about an appointment for the State Department of Agriculture vacant 
position. Paul said Board members need to send nominations to E. L. by the close of business on October 1, 
2021. Danny asked if a State Department of Agriculture part time person could serve on the Board. E. L. 
said he wasn’t sure if there was anything in the bylaws that would prevent the person from serving. E. L. 
recommended Board members submit their nominations by October 1. Deana asked if the State of 
Maryland would allow a part time person to represent them on the board. Danny said he would check with 
the Maryland Department of Agriculture staff to find out.  

Bryan asked if the school should reserve additional spots for the State Department of Agriculture staff to 
attend the school to assure additional staff are available to be used as section leaders if needed. Deana 
stated that USDA-AMS staff is willing to help as section leaders. It was stated that a person should have 
successfully completed the school before being considered as a section leader. E. L. expressed a concern 
that USDA would have staffing concerns of their own if they pulled staff out of the plants for a week. Oscar 
said he felt USDA would use Supervisors for section leaders. E. L. said that could work, but the individuals 
should still have went through the school to provide them with a clearer understanding of how the school 
and section leaders operate. Oscar said he felt the USDA Supervisors are experts in grading and would 
work well. After further discussion, E. L. said he and some of the other Officers would speak with Jeff 
Hendricks, National Shell Egg Supervisor, while at the school to gather information on the possibility of 
utilizing USDA Supervisory staff for section leaders.  
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Roland Mader pointed out that the Board never answered the original question about reserving spots for 
State Department of Agriculture staff. The Board determined it didn’t want to commit to a certain number 
of reserved spots.  

Tony Herrera asked Mike Abbott if California would consider hosting a school in 2023. Oscar supported 
having a school in California. Diana said she felt it needed to be discussed in January at the 2022 Board 
meeting. Mike Abbott said he would look into the possibility of hosting the school in 2023 and present a 
proposition at the 2022 Board meeting.  

Diana reported that she has paid the premiums for two liability insurance policies that would protect Board 
members from personal responsibility if sued. The one policy is with Hartford and is $526 per year, the 
other policy is with Philadelphia Insurance and is $934 per year.  

A motion was made to adjourn, second received, meeting adjourned.  

  
Respectfully submitted, 

E.L. Knicely, Secretary 




