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25 Years of Changing the Lives of Montanans
This October we celebrated our 25th Anniversary at the beautiful Ten
Spoon Winery in Missoula. Past and current staff, board members and
supporters gathered to raise a glass and toast to the
successes we’ve had together in strengthening Montana communities.  

Ren Essene, our founding Director, joined us along with Maureen Rude from
NeighborWorks Montana. Together, we shared Homeword’s origin story
and set the stage for Homeword’s path to continue creating sustainable

communities for all.  

We also had the honor of hearing Karsten Campbell share about her confident decision to purchase a Montana
Street home for her family because of opportunities you helped make possible. 

Included in this newsletter is a timeline illustrating our history and showing that, while our strategies have
changed, the importance of empowering our neighbors has not.  

Thank you for your support and partnership. Because of you, Montana families, Veterans and seniors are living
in safe, healthy homes they can afford. Local workers are creating solid budgets and able to provide for their
families. You are changing the lives of countless Montanans and we are so grateful. 

To ensure we continue in strength, we have kicked off our Brighter Futures Campaign to raise $25,000 for our
programs to empower 500 Montanans with financial confidence that will benefit them for years to come. Will you
join us? 

In gratitude, 

Andrea Davis

Executive Director

Give Now to the Brighter Futures Campaign! 

In honor of Homeword’s 25th anniversary, we’ve launched the Brighter
Futures Campaign to raise $25,000 this year to empower 500 more
Montanans through our programs.

Ren Essene, our founding director, kicked off the campaign with a $2,500
lead gift and invites you to join her.

$50 = Childcare for one child during homebuyer education class
$100 = Free personal homebuyer, renter or financial counseling session
$250 = Custom financial skill building workshop for Youth Homes, YWCA, etc.
$500 = Free 9-hour Financial Fitness class for 20 people
$1,000 = 9-hour budget friendly homebuyer class for 40 people
$2,500 = 3 months of homebuyer classes or 6 months of Financial Fitness classes

Your gift of any amount will help Montanans create brighter futures. 

If you want to spread your giving throughout the year, monthly giving is an easy option that has a great impact in
your community.

Give now! Text Homeword25 to 44321, call 406-532-4663 or give online. 

Thank you for your generosity!

Other Ways You Can Help

Forward this email
Share our social media posts
Set up a personal fundraising page here and invite people to support your campaign

Thank you!

2019 Annual Report
Thank you for 25 years of empowering Montanans through our programs and
homes they can afford to live in!

View our 2019 Annual Report, 25th Anniversary Edition.

25 Year Timeline
Thanks to you, over 15,000 people have been empowered through our
programs and more than 1,100 homes Montanans can afford have been
created across the state!

Enjoy this timeline that highlights successes from the past 25 years.

 

The Importance of Financial Skill Building
“Thank you for an amazing class and for all your energy.This can be, and has
for myself, been an overwhelming subject.It's been a pleasure. Now I know
where to start and can't wait for the individual counseling.” 

One local worker who took our Financial Fitness class last month said it
best - it can be overwhelming to begin building new financial skills. Which is
why we are celebrating that a record 83 people empowered themselves
through our financial education programs in October! 

It’s important for people to invite us to join their homebuying journey early in
the process, because purchasing a home is about more than the price. It
involves many factors, including student loan and other debt management,
credit score improvement, home loan terms and taking the right steps in the

right order. 

Whether our financial skill building clients have an end goal of homeownership or are looking to develop
skills and strategies to reach their personal financial goals, our graduates leave class and counseling
empowered and ready to make their dreams a reality. 

Learn more about building your financial skills.

Bluebunch Flats - Renovating a former hospital
into rental homes Livingston residents can afford
Montana communities are stronger when everyone can afford to live in safe
and healthy homes.

As a small community near Yellowstone and supporting the seasonal nature of
recreation in the area, Livingston has a shortage of homes local workers and
families can afford. 

Bluebunch Flats is made up of 37 apartment homes we are creating as we repurpose the former Livingston
Memorial Hospital. Local workers and families will be able to afford to rent these homes. The unique structure of
the building lends itself to spacious hallways. The large property and landscaped areas will be ideal for children and
seniors alike.

We are excited to work with our partners to bring Bluebunch Flats to the Livingston community. Wells Fargo
generously awarded Bluebunch Flats a $100,000 Neighborhood LIFT grant that make the roof replacement
possible. We greatly appreciate their investment in these homes as well as the investment of the other funders and
partners who are making it a reality.

Bluebunch Flats is the first mid-century modern building in Montana to be listed on the National Register of Historic
Places. Creation of the homes at Bluebunch Flats will infuse the local and regional economy with about $8.7
million and create approximately 113 jobs. 

These rental homes will be available to people living on 60% or less of the area's median income ($28,860 for one
person/$41,220 for a family of four). Residents are expected to be local families, workers, Veterans and
seniors.

Construction is nearly 50% complete. Sheetrock is underway, paving complete and the new roof is being installed.
Construction is expected to be complete in August 2020 with leasing starting in April. 

Please email development@homeword.org if you would like to be placed on the Bluebunch Flats interest
list.

 

Share your Success Story
Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client that you'd
like to share? We want to hear from you!

Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home
ReSource in Missoula.

Thank you to our sponsors for changing the lives of Montanans! 

Homes We're Currently Building in Montana

Alpenglow Apartments - 38 new homes Whitefish residents can afford
to rent
Bluebunch Flats - 37 new homes Livingston residents can afford to rent
Starner Gardens (pictured) - 136 new homes Billings seniors can afford
to rent

Upcoming Events

December 3 - Giving Tuesday for Brighter Futures Campaign
December 4 - Holiday Open House
December 10 to 12 - Financial Fitness Class (Free)
December 14 - Homebuyer Education Class
December 18 - Board of Director's Meeting
December 23 to 27 - Winter Break (Office Closed)

 

January 1 - New Year's Day (Office Closed)
January 11 - Homebuyer Education Class
January 20 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Office Closed)
January 28 to 30 - Homebuyer Education Class

 

February 8 - Homebuyer Education Class
February 11 - Board of Director's Meeting
February 17 - President's Day (Office Closed)

Our Mission
Homeword uses sustainable methods to provide safe, healthy homes people
can afford and strengthens community through housing counseling and
education.


