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Executive Director Impact Report - Building Healthy
Places, Hearts and Minds
 

 

Thank you for helping us strengthen Montana Communities over the past 25 years! Our journey began
with women and families expressing their need for homes they could afford, built to live lightly on the
earth. And for empowering those living with lower wages, some while raising children, all with the goal of
obtaining a good life.   
 
We started as a program in Missoula with one staff person. Now we are a statewide organization with 12
dedicated team members and a $1 million operating budget. You’ve helped us create more than 1,100
homes in 11 communities where 2,000 people, including 622 children, sleep each night. You’ve also
helped empower 15,500 people through homebuyer education and financial skill building. Wow! And
thank you!
 
Our 25-year timeline shows our strategies have changed, yet the importance of empowering our
neighbors has not. The pressure on our neighbors and demand for our work continues to grow. Thanks
to you, we’ve been at the table, helping lead the conversation to find solutions that strengthen our
communities. You help us undertake innovative projects and programs that build healthy places, hearts
and minds.
 
That said, collectively we all have much to do to ensure policymakers and those with financial influence
embrace policies and initiatives that create equitable opportunities for all.
 
Read Andrea's full impact report

Unprecedented Number of People Participate in
Homebuyer Education in January
 With community demand for our HUD-approved homebuyer
classes continuing to hold strong, we were excited to offer two
classes in January to 80 people hoping to become homeowners.
 
Participants ranged in income level, age, and where they are in the
homebuying process. Some are years away from purchasing a
home, while others are ready now.
 
One participant said, “This was easy, amazing and a great tool for
pre-homebuying and buying processes. Even if you don’t think you
are ready to buy, the class helps you see when and how you can!”
  
It’s important for people to invite us to join their homebuying
journey early in the process, because purchasing a home is about
more than the price. It involves many factors, including student loan
and other debt management, credit score improvement, home loan
terms and taking the right steps in the right order. 
 
It’s a joy to work with people to create their successful paths to
homeownership, taking into account their other life challenges and
goals, and ultimately celebrating with them as they achieve their
dreams.
 
Learn more about getting ready for homeownership.

Homes We're Currently Building for Montanans

Alpenglow Apartments - 38 new homes Whitefish residents can afford to rent
Bluebunch Flats - 37 new homes Livingston residents can afford to rent
Starner Gardens (pictured) - 136 new homes Billings seniors can afford to rent

Alpenglow Apartments - New Rental Homes in Whitefish

Montana communities are stronger when everyone can afford to live in safe and healthy homes.
 
Alpenglow Apartments are going vertical, all while Whitefish has been experiencing record snowfall!
In early February, the crew began framing on the first building and all three foundations are poured.
 
Alpenglow will be 38 homes that workers in Whitefish can afford. These homes are being built in
direct response to community feedback, based on Tier 1 priority from the City’s most recent strategic
plan, because the lack of homes for the workforce is putting strain on businesses.
 
The City of Whitefish was able to use Tax Increment Financing funding to help us purchase and hold
the property. The City also provided some funding towards acquisition of the land.
 
Alpenglow will consist of three buildings, which will be home to 35 flats and three townhomes. There
will be three project-based vouchers and four homes for people living on 30% or less of the Area
Median Income or $14,650 for one person/$25,750 for a family of four.
 
The remaining homes are for people living on 60% or less of the area's median income ($28,080 for
one person/$41,760 for a family of four). Residents are expected to be local families, workers,
Veterans and seniors.
 
Creation of the homes at Alpenglow will infuse the local and regional economy with about $8.3
million and create approximately 112 jobs. Fun financing fact - this is the first time Homeword has
used Housing Trust Fund dollars for the construction of new homes.
 
Construction of Alpenglow is expected to be complete in the fall with leasing starting in July 2020.
 
We're enjoying the construction process and greatly looking forward to finishing these beautiful new
homes that people in the Whitefish community can afford.
 

Share Your Success Story

Do you have a great experience as a Homeword resident or client
that you'd like to share? We want to hear from you!
 
Share your story and be entered to win a $100 coupon for Home
ReSource in Missoula.

Special Thanks to our Generous Sponsors

Upcoming Events

March 9 - International Women's Day (Office Closed)
March 10 to 12 - Homebuyer Education Class
March 28 - Financial Fitness Class

 

April 14 - Board of Director's Meeting
April 18 - Financial Fitness Class 
April 22 - Earth Day (Office Closed)
April 25 - Homebuyer Education Class

 

May 16 - Financial Fitness Class
May 25 - Memorial Day (Office Closed)
May 30 - Homebuyer Education Class

Our Mission

Homeword uses sustainable methods to strengthen Montana
communities by teaching homebuyer education and financial skill
building and creating safe, healthy homes people can afford.

1,108
Safe, healthy homes
Montanans can afford
 

15,500+
Montanans empowered
through our Regional
HomeOwnership Center
 

1,182
Program participants
empowered last year
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