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Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.  

The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love  

them and show myself to them. 
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HYMN                                                CW 484  Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly  
 

Brothers, sisters, let us gladly  Give to God our all, our best— 

Service hearty, thorough, honest,  With a living love impressed. 

All our duty, all our striving,  All our time to him belong; 

Praise him, then, with true devotion;  Come before him with a song. 
 

By his mercy, by his bounty,  By the gift of Christ, his Son, 

What great goodness he has shown us,  What high marvels he has done! 

Let us to him promptly, freely,  Yield our bodies and our souls, 

Thankful that his love protects us,  That his wisdom all controls. 
 

Gracious Lord, accept our service  For the sake of Christ, your Son; 

Lo, our hope abides now only  In the righteousness he won. 

Bless and save us; help and guide us;  Watch to comfort and restore 

Till in heav’n we rest rejoicing,  Praising you forevermore. 
 

INVOCATION 
 

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION  
 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 

God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 

word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you.  Inspire us to 

think those things that are true and long for those things that are good, 

that we may always make our petitions according to your gracious will; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                  Acts 17:22-31 
 

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of 

Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around 

and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this 

inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So, you are ignorant of the very thing you 

worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and 

earth and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served 

by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life 

and breath and everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that 

they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in 

history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek 

him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any 

one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your 

own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine 

being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill.  
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30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with 

justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by 

raising him from the dead.” 
 

PSALM 66                                                                                         
 

P: Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 

C:  Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious. 
 

P:  Praise our God, all peoples, 

C:  let the sound of his praise be heard; 
 

P:  He has preserved our lives 

C:  and kept our feet from slipping. 
 

P:  Come and hear, all you who fear God; 

C:  let me tell you what he has done for me. 
 

P:  If I had cherished sin in my heart, 

C:  the Lord would not have listened; 
 

P:  but God has surely listened 

C:  and has heard my prayer. 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                                         1 Peter 3:15-22 
 

15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer 

to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 

this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who 

speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 

slander. 17 For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing 

evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 

bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 
19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned 

spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in 



5 
 

the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, 

were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves 

you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear 

conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who 

has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities, and 

powers in submission to him.           
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                     John 14:23 
 

C:   Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  

P:   If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and 

we will come to him and make our home with him. 

C:  Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                             John 14:15-21 
 

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. 

The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you 

know him, for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as 

orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, 

but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize 

that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my 

commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will 

be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”                                                             
                                                    
VIDEO                                                                                                    Final Word 
                                                                                                                     (Koine’) 
 

SERMON                                   John 14:15-21 
 

He helps you when you’re not “feelin’ it.” 

1. Not feeling loved by the Father. 
2. Not feeling like you’re loving Jesus. 
3. Not feeling like keeping his commands. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686a
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                                CW 497  This Is My Will  
 

“This is my will, my one command, That love should dwell among you all. 

This is my will, that you should love As I have shown that I love you. 
 

“No greater love can any have Than that one die to save his friends. 

You are my friends if you obey What I command that you should do. 
 

“I call you now no longer slaves; No slave knows all the master does. 

I call you friends, for all I hear My Father say, you hear from me. 
 

“You chose not me, but I chose you, That you should go and bear much fruit. 

I chose you out that you in me Should bear much fruit that will abide. 
 

“All that you ask my Father dear For my name’s sake you shall receive. 

This is my will, my one command, That love should dwell in each, in all.” 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

God of all grace, we thank you for the gift of eternal life in your Son. By the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead and by the faithful testimony of the apostles, 

you have assured us that our faith stands on a sure and solid foundation. 
 

Though we do not see Jesus with our physical eyes, help us see him with the eyes 

of faith. Through your Holy Spirit, breathe on your Church that it may faithfully 

proclaim the gospel of our risen Savior with courage and diligence in all lands and 

to all people. Grant that we also may be illumined by the heavenly light of your 

Word, and so keep us in the one and only true faith.   
 

Preserve us from all assaults on our souls, deliver us from doubt and despair, and 

preserve us from worldly wisdom and false teaching. 
 

Forgive the sins of your people. Strengthen the doubting and faithless. Bring back 

the forgetful and wayward, and comfort the anxious and the distressed. 
 

As we go from this holy place today, grant peace and rest to us all. We pray this in 

the name of Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself. May the power of the 

Lord Jesus make us strong to do his will. May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill 

our lives.  Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CLOSING HYMN                                   CWS 745  May the Peace                      
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