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Easter 5 

See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame. 
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HYMN                                                     CW 529 (vs 1,3,5)  Built On the Rock  
 

Built on the Rock the Church shall stand Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, But above all the soul distressed, 

Longing for rest everlasting. 
 

We are God’s house of living stones, Built for his own habitation. 

He through baptismal grace us owns Heirs of his wondrous salvation. 

Were we but two his name to tell, Yet he would deign with us to dwell 

With all his grace and his favor. 
 

Grant then, O God, your will be done, That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come Where Christ his message is bringing: 

“I know my own; my own know me. You, not the world, my face shall see. 

My peace I leave with you always.”      
 

INVOCATION 
 

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 
 

CONFESSION  
 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 

God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 

word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make 

us love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the 

many changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys 

of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON                                                                                 Acts 17:1-12                                                                                              
 

1When Paul and his companions had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 

they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As was his 

custom, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned 

with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that the Messiah had to 

suffer and rise from the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah,” 

he said. 4 Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a 

large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a few prominent women. 
5 But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the 

marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s 

house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd.  
6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some other believers 

before the city officials, shouting: “These men who have caused trouble all over 

the world have now come here, 7 and Jason has welcomed them into his house. 

They are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one called 

Jesus.” 8 When they heard this, the crowd and the city officials were thrown into 

turmoil. 9 Then they made Jason and the others post bond and let them go. 10 As 

soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving 

there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Berean Jews were of more 

noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with 

great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said 
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was true. 12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a number of prominent 

Greek women and many Greek men. 
 

PSALM 33                                                                                        (Tune, CW 25) 
 

Rejoice, you righteous, in the Lord, 
In song your voices raise; 

Awake the harp and psaltery, 

Lift up God’s name in Praise! 
 

For by God’s word the heavn’s were hung;  

God laid the sea and land, 

And all that fills the firmament  

Were made at God’s command. 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                                         1 Peter 2:4-10 
 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God 

and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 

house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

    a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

    will never be put to shame.”  
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and, “A stone that causes people to stumble 

    and a rock that makes them fall.”  

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 

destined for. 
9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
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darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are 

the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy. 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY                                                                                        John 14:6 
 

C:  Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  

P:  I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. 

C:  Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                                            John 14:1-12 
 

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I 

am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”5 Thomas said to him, 

“Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as 

well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 

such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 

say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that 

the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 

Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I 

say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 

evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me 

will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than 

these, because I am going to the Father. 
                                                    
VIDEO                                                                           Christ is the World’s Light 
                                                                                                                     (Koine’) 
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SERMON                                1 Peter 2:4-10        

 

“Praising the Stone” 
 

1. Paltry to the people. 

2. Precious to His priests. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN                                                              CW 528  Christ Is Our Cornerstone  
 

Christ is our cornerstone; On him alone we build. 

With his true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled. 

On his great love Our hopes we place 

Of present grace And joys above. 
 

Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring! 

Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing 

And thus proclaim In joyful song, 

Both loud and long, That glorious name. 
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Here, gracious God, do now And evermore draw near; 

Accept each faithful vow And all your children hear, 

And more and more On those who pray 

Each holy day Your blessing pour. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 

P:  Eternal God, on this day we lift up mothers to you. 

C:  You, O Lord, are the One “Who, from our mother’s arms, has blessed us 

on our way with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.” 
 

P: Scripture has prepared us to recognize that by your grace, mothering takes 

many  forms. We pray for those mothers around us—for those who, like 

Jesus’ mother Mary, have been surprised by the unexpected responsibility 

of parenting.  Remind us not so much of the circumstance through which 

children come into the world, but that they are always a  gift from you. 

C:     Help us to always see the reflection of your love in them. 
 

P:  We pray for those like Naomi who find themselves parenting someone 

outside the predictable patterns of mothering. 

C:   Bless this day all grandparents, aunts, foster parents, adoptive parents, 

and kindly people who  care for children. 
 

P:  We give thanks for those like Ruth who become caregivers for their elders. 

Because the generations that need to be mothered and the seasons of our 

lives can change, we sometimes find ourselves mothering those who have 

even forgotten who we are. We find comfort in knowing that you 

remember their identity when they no longer do. 

C:     Grant courage and strength to all those who provide care in your name. 
 

P:  We pray for those like Mary who have known the deepest agony of a child’s 

death. Remind Christian women like them that nothing can separate their 

child from your certain love. 

C:    Give strength and peace to those who mourn through the comfort of your 

resurrection. 
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P:    At this time, we specifically thank you for the mother you gave us and the 

love she showed us in your Name. 
 

P:   Thank you dear Lord for blessing us through the love of mothers. May your 

gracious love be upon all mothers to strengthen them as they work to 

strengthen us. 

C:    Let us honor our mothers this day and every day.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P: May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself. May the power of the 

Lord Jesus make us strong to do his will. May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill 

our lives.  Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CLOSING HYMN                            CW 356  You Are the Way; through You Alone  
 

You are the way; through you alone Can we the Father find; 

In you, O Christ, has God revealed His heart and will and mind. 
 

You are the truth; your Word alone True wisdom can impart. 

You only can inform the mind And purify the heart. 
 

 

 

 



9 
 

You are the life; the empty tomb Proclaims your conqu’ring arm, 

And those who put their trust in you Not death nor hell shall harm. 
 

You are the way, the truth, the life; Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win Whose joys eternal flow. 
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