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B E D R O C K

Current woes and foes
   “It is better to be divided by truth than to be united in error. It is

better to speak the truth that hurts and then heals, than falsehood that

comforts and then kills. It is better to be hated for telling the truth than

to be loved for telling a lie. It is better to stand alone with the truth

than to be wrong with a multitude. It is better to ultimately succeed

with the truth than to temporarily succeed with a lie. There is only one

Gospel, the truth, that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior of the World"

-- Pastor Adrian Rogers   

  According to recent studies, American Christianity is undergoing a “post-Christian

Reformation”—with the nation’s major Christian groups rapidly replacing traditional

theological beliefs with the culture’s secular values. The Cultural Research Center at

Arizona Christian University finds that the nation’s four main Christian groups—

evangelicals, Pentecostals and charismatics, mainline Protestants, and Catholics—are

creating new worldviews that are not in line with traditional biblical truths.     

  Here are a few sobering 2020 worldview statistics revealing this shift. 

"A majority (52%) of evangelicals reject absolute moral truth; 61% do not read the Bible on

a daily basis; 75% believe that people are basically good. The study found that one-third

to one-half of evangelicals in the survey embrace a variety of beliefs and behaviors

counter to biblical teaching and longstanding Evangelical beliefs." 
American Worldview Inventory 2020, Arizona Christian University (research conducted by George Barna)

  Our children are on the secular chopping block. They need to know how to think critically

and biblically in this modern mess of a culture. Today, the idea of love has been hijacked

by a weird mixture of foolishness, relativism, and pampering.  We need strong Christian

families who know what they believe and why they believe it. We need to be a people of

grace and love without sacrificing truth at the altar of coddling.  In a world where so many

people worship their bellies (passions) let us raise our kids to worship King Jesus. 

  In this study series, we will seek to establish the absolute, universal truths that are laid out

within the first 5 books of the Bible and given as the only sure foundation for life and

flourishing for all humanity.  This is a worldview series.  This will help us see the importance

of thinking and living biblically, and give us a framework for handling the cultural issues of

our day with grace and truth.  We will be tackling issues like absolute truth, creation,

purpose, human value, abortion, marriage, gender, racism, sin, death, redemption,

covenants, and that's just in Genesis.  We will continue our journey through the remainder

of the Pentateuch finding truth and how Jesus fulfills it all.           

  We will start with Jesus' teaching about the "rock" in Matthew 7, then move through the

first five books of the old testament to find this unchanging rock-solid truth that begins in

those texts, continues throughout the bible, and finds its culmination in the ROCK himself,

The Eternal Word, The Truth, Jesus. 



Matthew 7:24-29
2 4  “ T h e r e f o r e  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h e a r s  t h e s e  w o r d s  o f  m i n e  a n d  p u t s  t h e m

i n t o  p r a c t i c e  i s  l i k e  a  w i s e  m a n  w h o  b u i l t  h i s  h o u s e  o n  t h e  r o c k .  2 5  T h e

r a i n  c a m e  d o w n ,  t h e  s t r e a m s  r o s e ,  a n d  t h e  w i n d s  b l e w  a n d  b e a t  a g a i n s t

t h a t  h o u s e ;  y e t  i t  d i d  n o t  f a l l ,  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n  o n  t h e

r o c k .  2 6  B u t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h e a r s  t h e s e  w o r d s  o f  m i n e  a n d  d o e s  n o t  p u t

t h e m  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  i s  l i k e  a  f o o l i s h  m a n  w h o  b u i l t  h i s  h o u s e  o n  s a n d .  2 7

T h e  r a i n  c a m e  d o w n ,  t h e  s t r e a m s  r o s e ,  a n d  t h e  w i n d s  b l e w  a n d  b e a t

a g a i n s t  t h a t  h o u s e ,  a n d  i t  f e l l  w i t h  a  g r e a t  c r a s h . ”

2 8  W h e n  J e s u s  h a d  f i n i s h e d  s a y i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e

c r o w d s  w e r e  a m a z e d  a t  h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  2 9  b e c a u s e  h e

t a u g h t  a s  o n e  w h o  h a d  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  n o t  a s  t h e i r

t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  l a w .

 

 

R O C K  O R  S A N D

1 Authority Problems
   Many people heard the words of Jesus but few submitted to them.  The reason the

religious leaders of the day hated Jesus was because of his authority.  So long as they

could contain Jesus within their laws and customs control was maintained and

authority was theirs to wield.   The moment Jesus stepped outside their paradigms,

boundaries, and norms he was either to be contained or destroyed.  They were cool

with Jesus teaching things as long as it backed up their beliefs and cultural narratives.   

   This sounds really familiar.  Our culture does the same thing with Jesus.  We are cool

with him being anti-establishment and pro-little people, but we shut him up and roll

our eyes when he starts in on his narrow-minded "I am the only way to God" speech. 

 We are excited to hear his Love God and people talk but hate it when he meddles in

our love and sex life.  We all have the same problem with Jesus, authority problems. 

   Surely this stops at the cultural level and doesn't bite into my heart, right?  The

reality is our first mom and pop (Adam and Eve) rebelled and bit into the forbidden

fruit to solidify their authority problem and has passed this rebellious heart down to

you and me.  So it turns out our personal authority problem doesn't fall far from the

tree ...literally.    

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTIONS...  

What teachings of the bible do I find it difficult to swallow or live out?

How should I respond when my life patterns contradict God's word?



R O C K  O R  S A N D

2 Absolute Reality
   Jesus addresses who has real authority. God. Jesus teaches with authority because

he is God. God has absolute, universal authority, which is an absolute universal reality.  

God as creator cooks into creation a concrete body of reality including physical,

spiritual, and moral absolutes. These absolute realities are what Jesus calls "the rock"

in Matthew 7:24.

  Notice Jesus equates the "rock" with his body of teaching.

Matthew 7:24-29
2 4  “ T h e r e f o r e  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h e a r s  t h e s e  w o r d s  o f  m i n e  a n d

p u t s  t h e m  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  i s  l i k e  a  w i s e  m a n  w h o  b u i l t  h i s  h o u s e

o n  t h e  r o c k .

 
 

  Today, many people think humans and societies are the sources of ultimate reality. 

 Our culture is not just rebelling against the teaching of Christ, but against the idea of

absolute reality. As we swiftly shift into a secularized (non-religious) culture our bellies

(desires, passions) become our gods.  One of the supreme manifestations of belly

(appetite) worship is the rejection of an absolute physical, spiritual, and moral truth

for everyone.  We know we have become a society that worships our belly when we

hear people say things like "live your truth".  This arrogant, ignorant mantra reveals we

have become our own saviors and are attributing the source of truth to within

ourselves.  It is replacing God with self.  In this mindset we are gleefully quoting our

own sacred doctrine,  "We are the way, the truth, and the life ...not Jesus!" We have

moved so far away from the truth we now believe we are the truth.

Isaiah 45:18-19
Jews in Jesus' day understood that God as creator has set ultimate reality in its place. 

F o r  t h u s  s a y s  t h e  L o r d ,  w h o  c r e a t e d  t h e  h e a v e n s  ( h e  i s  G o d ! ) ,

w h o  f o r m e d  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  m a d e  i t ( h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t )   

“ I  a m  t h e  L o r d ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o  o t h e r .  I  d i d  n o t  s p e a k  i n  s e c r e t ,

i n  a  l a n d  o f  d a r k n e s s ;  I  d i d  n o t  s a y  t o  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  o f  J a c o b ,

‘ S e e k  m e  i n  v a i n . ’  I  t h e  L o r d  s p e a k  t h e  t r u t h ;  

I  d e c l a r e  w h a t  i s  r i g h t . . .

  Yet, the rock remains sturdy and strong even in our day.  Reality doesn't adjust itself

to our belly's current passion, it's within our design. Gas in a diesel truck is always bad,

universally so, because gas is strictly against the vehicle’s original design. And don’t

be fooled when it cranks up on a full belly, it’ll soon die and the damage is

devastating!  God establishes all reality. God has all authority. We are his creation.

One day we will be judged according to God's eternal Word, not our internal feelings. 



R O C K  O R  S A N D

3No Compromise
   Jesus doesn't stutter. He's crystal clear.  Those who hear his words (the truth) and

puts them into practice are those who build on the rock.  Those who hear yet ignore,

and/or distort the truth and do not put them into practice are those who build on

sand.  There is no room for compromise.  Choose either rock or sand.  Notice the

context of this speech given by Jesus. First, he talks about two paths one true and

one false. 

Matthew 7:13-14
“ E n t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  n a r r o w  g a t e .  F o r  w i d e  i s  t h e  g a t e  a n d

b r o a d  i s  t h e  r o a d  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  d e s t r u c t i o n ,   

B u t  s m a l l  i s  t h e  g a t e  a n d  n a r r o w  t h e  r o a d  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  l i f e ,

a n d  o n l y  a  f e w  f i n d  i t .

  It's truly sad when we see the church beginning to cave-in to the cultural pressures

of this generation.  Contrast these two statements by two pastors within our lifetime.  

The late pastor and theologian R.C. Sproul once stated...

Matthew 7:15
Second, in Matthew 7:15-20, he gives us two types of teachers one true and one false

“ W a t c h  o u t  f o r  f a l s e  p r o p h e t s .  T h e y  c o m e  t o  y o u  i n  s h e e p ’ s

c l o t h i n g ,  b u t  i n w a r d l y  t h e y  a r e  f e r o c i o u s  w o l v e s . .

Third, in Matthew 7:21-24, he talks about two types of disciples one true and one

false. Matthew 7:21
N o t  e v e r y o n e  w h o  s a y s  t o  m e ,  ‘ L o r d ,  L o r d , ’  w i l l  e n t e r  t h e

k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e  o n e  w h o  d o e s  t h e  w i l l  o f  m y

F a t h e r  w h o  i s  i n  h e a v e n . .

 "There is stuff in [the Bible] that I think really goes against the

character of God." 
Pastor Josh Scott, Gracepointe Church Nashville

 "The full trustworthiness of sacred Scripture must be defended in

every generation, against every criticism." 
R.C. Sproul

 And the current pastor at Gracepointe Church in Nashville stated...

   In 2015, GracePointe Church in Nashville became one of the first Evangelical

churches to affirm same-sex marriage. Today, in 2021, they no longer believe the Bible

is the Word of God.  This is the slippery slope of compromise.  

   There is no such thing as subtle compromise. All compromise is like breaking

tempered glass. When you try to compromise on the corner of the pane the whole

thing shatters into a million pieces and falls into the floor a chaotic mess, useless and

disregarded by all who happen across it, wishing it be swept away with the rest of

life’s trash.”



1) Authorityermon

3) Finality

God's teaching is Authoritative.  He is the ultimate source of reality.  

His teaching is not like sand that changes with the times.  His teaching is

like a rock that remains unmoved throughout all generations.   

God will judge everyone according to this rock with finality.  

Since these truths are universal and absolute, "everyone who builds on this

rock" (Jesus' words & work) "is wise" and will withstand the storm of final

judgment.  Those who do not will fall in the last judgment.  There is no

middle ground; no room for compromise.  Knowing this... when the church

caves from social pressures and begins to abandon the universal truths of

God, deciding to coddle rather than teach, we who know better are the

most unloving of all people.

W h e n  J e s u s  h a d  f i n i s h e d  s a y i n g  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  t h e  c r o w d s  w e r e

a m a z e d  a t  h i s  t e a c h i n g ,  b e c a u s e  h e  t a u g h t  a s  o n e  w h o  h a d

a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  n o t  a s  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  l a w

M a t t h e w  7 : 2 8 - 2 9 .

God as Creator set universal, absolute realities within our design.    

The rock in Matthew 7:24 refers to Jesus' words. Jesus' teaching simply

reveals the reality God has set within his original design.  This reality

includes the physical, spiritual, and moral absolutes that a wise person

aligns his/her life with.  Since God has cooked this ultimate reality into our

design, any attempt to distort, disagree, or disregard Jesus' words leads

only to destruction. 

 Gas in a diesel truck is always foolish, universally

so, because gas is strictly against the vehicle’s

original design. And don’t be fooled when it cranks

up on a full belly, it’ll soon die and the damage is

devastating!.

S

2) Reality

 Get into a fight with a rock and see who wins!

You may try to your killer head butt technique

but at the end of the match the rock will remain

unmoved and you may have permanent brain

damage.

   “I fight authority, authority always wins.”    John Cougar Mellencamp

T H F B C    

R O C K  O R  S A N D

Bedrock of faith
   Matthew 7:24-29



Bedrock Truth

 

G E N E S I S  O N E

1You can know there is a Creator God
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the

earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

Genesis 1:1-2

      
The internal witness is an inner sense within people that whispers “there is a

Creator God.” The world has seen many generations come and go. Currently,

we have over 7.6 billion people living with us on this planet. Out of all these

people who have ever lived and are currently living only a fraction of them

have been fully Atheistic in their beliefs. This fact, along with certain

scriptures, tells us that although a person can sear their conscience by

constantly ignoring it, and although the witness is but a whisper because of

sin (Romans 1:18), God has written His law (Romans 2:14-15), His eternity

(Ecclesiastes 3:11), and His image (Genesis 1:26-27) in every human heart. 

                               
The natural witness is nature itself. Creation is shouting to us day to day and

night to night that, “there is a Creator God.” As we simply walk outside and

look around we see evidence of order, design, and beauty in what has been

made. When we see order we intuitively know that there must be an intellect

that produced this order. When we see design we also automatically deduce

that there must be a designer behind it. When we notice the incredible beauty

within creation like a sunset, or mountain vista, we know there is an artist that

has made it for our viewing pleasure. As we look up at night we see the

glorious stars in the vast universe, our hearts are filled with awe; God must be

awesome.

WITNESSInternal

WITNESSNatural

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his

hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal

knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from

them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the

world. - For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his

eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood

from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

Psalm 19:1-4 & Romans 1:20

W E E K  2



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

 The Bible tells us that, “there is a Creator God.” In Genesis 1:1-2 we read that

"God created the heavens and the earth." There is a subtle assumption, built

into this famous opening line of Genesis. The author assumes that the reader

already knows God created all things. Still, the bible continuously retells this

glorious truth, typically to remind us of two things.  First, that God is God and

we are not.  And second, that we should stay away from false gods.

WITNESS
Scriptural   

WITNESSGospel

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored (Continued)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word

was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through

him, and without him was not anything made that was made. 

John 1:1-3; Hebrews 1:1-3

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

 Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection tell us “there is a Creator God.” The

Scriptures’ reminders of our creator come to a crescendo in the New

Testament. The culmination of the creator theme peaks in John 1:1-3 revealing

that it was indeed Jesus, the eternal Word, who created everything that was

made. Jesus was indeed creator becoming flesh and dwelling among us.  His

life and message is an eternal testimony to the creator God come to redeem

his creation

“Do you not know? Do you not heard? Has it not been told you from the

beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he

who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like

grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them

like a tent to dwell in.” - “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the

earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. - When I look at your heavens, the

work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what

is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?   

Isaiah 40:21-22; Job 38:4; Psalm 8:3-4

WITNESS
Testimonial      

The church is commissioned to tell everyone that there is a creator God who

has come to redeem and has offered us new life through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Our witness is commissioned with power from God to bring life back to

the spiritually dead and freedom to the captive!

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the

whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved,

Mark 16:15-16

1 You can know there is a Creator God



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

Christian Theism is the term we use to describe and label our worldview.

There are many views that run contrary to Christian theism. Let’s just look at 3

that seem to be prevalent within our culture. 

ATHEISM:

  The Atheist believes that there is no god. The prefix “a” means ‘without’ or

‘no’, and the term theist means ‘god believer’. So, when you put the word

together it means “No god believer” or “without theism”. So atheism commits

to a belief that ‘there is no god’. Psalm 14:1 tells us, “the fool says in his heart

there is no god.” This doesn’t mean that the person who believes ‘there is no

god’ lacks intelligence. “The fool” in this verse is the person who can ignore

the previous 5 witnesses God has provided for them. So, according to this

verse, a person can have a right-thinking mind and sufficient information and

still suppress God’s wisdom.

AGNOSTICISM

  The Agnostic doesn’t know if there is a god. Again, the prefix “a” means

‘without’ or ‘no’, but the word “gnostic” means ‘knowledge’. So the term

literally means ‘without knowledge. There are 2 types of agnostics. Type 1 (the

hard-boiled agnostic) says, “No one can know spiritual reality”, or “we cannot

know if god exists.” This type believes they KNOW that spiritual reality is

UNKNOWABLE.  Type 2 (the soft-boiled agnostic) says, “I don’t know if there is

a god.” or “I don’t know if spiritual reality is knowable.” The second type is the

more humble of the two. 

APATHEISM

  The Apatheist is a person who doesn’t care to think through the subject of

God. When the topic of God is brought up in conversation, the Apatheist

shrugs it off with, “Meh, It’s whatever”.  

  Notice that all 3 have closed their mind to receive God’s wisdom. 2

Corinthians 4:4 says, “In their case the god of this world has blinded the

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God”. 

“I'm an atheist, I regard religion with fear and suspicion. It's not enough to

say that I don't believe in God. I actually regard the system as distressing: 

I am offended by some of the things said in the Bible and the Koran, 

and I refute them."                                                          Emma Thompson 
(Actress and Screenwriter)

1 You can know there is a Creator God

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

Cultural woes and foes



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

COUNTERING ATHEISM:

   Atheism is a universal negative. This type of belief claims universal knowledge.

In logic, a universal negative is to assume categorical knowledge of a particular

subject within a claim. For example, to say there are no bananas in the store is

the claim that you have searched every square inch of the store and know for

certain there are no bananas to be found. To say there are no bananas in

Georgia is to say I have searched every square inch of the state of Georgia and

in every vehicle crossing the state line and in every house and on every tree etc.

and know there are no bananas to be found in Georgia. This is claiming to have

unlimited knowledge of Georgia. To say there is no god is to claim perfect

knowledge of the universe. This is neither wise nor attainable. 

    Perhaps a better option is to say I don’t think there is a god but I don’t know

everything. And to be fair most atheists take this approach. But there are

aggressive atheists like Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, Daniel Dennett, and the late

Christopher Hitchens, along with their internet cronies, who lost this humility in

their blogs and books and began to berate and scoff at theists for their

‘backwoods beliefs’ in a creator God. 

   This new aggressive atheistic movement started in 2004 with Sam Harris's book

“The End of Faith”, but lost traction by 2016. While there are obviously still a few

angry atheists in the blogosphere showing their teeth, this movement could never

be sustained long term as it had postured itself in pride with a ‘know it all’, self-

righteous mentality, while audaciously positing a universal negative without any

positive evidence over a blind 'faith' in current scientific theories.  Scientific

theory changes every 10 years. Therefore, although the atheist claims to have ‘no

blind faith’ it turns out, blind faith is the only thing they actually have.    

Questions, Suggestions, and Reflections:

   The atheist is an atheist for a reason.  This could have been birthed out of a

tragedy in this person's life, or they might have known someone whom they

greatly respected (like a parent or grandparent, or teacher, or elder in their life)

who taught them this belief system.  They also may be an atheist by willful choice,

choosing to rebel against their upbringing, or simply to justify their current

lifestyle of sin.  But, for whatever reason, every atheist has closed the door of

their heart to God's wisdom.  Yet, our role isn't to bombard them with facts, it's to

seek the Lord, pray for the person, and love them, and be ready to give a reason

for the hope we have in Christ.  We know that the Spirit empowers specific

prayer, sacrificial love, and God's word to open people's hearts. 

Countering woes and foes
“This most beautiful system of the sun, planets and comets, could only

procede from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful

Being."                                                                            Sir Isaac Newton 
(Mathematician, Astronomer, Physicist)



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D
  

COUNTERING AGNOSTICISM:

   The hard-boiled agnostic along with the atheist believes in a universal negative.

They say they KNOW that spiritual reality is UNKNOWABLE. This is not only a universal

negative, but it is also a self-defeating statement on the level of saying “I can’t

speak a word of English” or “absolute truth doesn’t exist”.  The problem with the

previous two statements is obvious, the former was written in English and the latter

was an absolute truth claim. In other words, to say “spiritual reality is unknowable” is

something you supposedly know about spiritual reality, which contradicts your

premise.  Hard Agnosticism is dead before it gets off the philosophical ground.

  The soft-boiled agnostic says I don't know if there is a creator god, and I'm not

convinced anyone can know.  This is a more humble take on agnostic beliefs for

sure, although many in this camp aren't really interested in a conversation that may

attempt to persuade them.  The soft agnostic must beware of two sides of a

proverbial sincerity coin.  They should, on one hand, beware of false humility. Some

people can be passive-aggressively defending hard agnosticism while claiming to

be soft in their beliefs. While, on the other hand, they should be cautious of

stepping into deep skepticism.  Sometimes people can be so skeptical they become

skeptical of belief itself, which circles back on itself like a snake eating its own tail. 

 Non-the-less, a soft agnostic, principally, should be somewhat open to

conversations around God's 5 witnesses.  If they aren't interested then they may be

in another camp altogether; they may be an apatheist.  

COUNTERING APATHEISM: 

  An Atheist is a person who believes there is no god. An Agnostic is a person who

believes you cannot know if there is a god. An Apatheist is a person who doesn’t

care either way. They would rather not go through the trouble or drama of thinking

through such a controversial issue.  But, why are so many people simply not

interested in the most important questions of human life?  

  The internet has brought into our world something called information fatigue.  This

fatigue can certainly account for a good portion of the recent rise of apatheism. 

 Yet, perhaps another reason people are so reluctant to engage is due to the vice

of slothfulness. Intellectual and spiritual laziness grips a comfortable man like a

moth to a bug-zapper, and its end is just as devastating.  

  Our society pampers and coddles our children into thought slackers, many of

whom can't stomach any conversation that involves over 30 seconds of careful

thought. But, "it's whatever"

“I believe there is a great deal more hope for a drunkard or a murderer or

a gambler than there is for a lazy man. I never heard of a lazy man being

converted yet.” "                                                            D.L. Moody
(Pastor and Evangelist)         

“As a door turns on its hinges, so the slacker turns on his bed. The slacker

buries his hand in the dish; it wearies him to bring it back to his mouth."

                                                                                     Proverbs 26:14-15

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1817.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5437.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6735.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6102.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/4296.htm


Conclusions

1) Bedrock Truth
ermonS

We can Know that there is a creator God.  

This is the very first bedrock truth presented in the bible. God is Creator.   

Furthermore, we should worship God, not false gods nor idols.  

"To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? An

idol! a foolish person seeks out a skillful craftsman to make idols that will not

move. - Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings

out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his

might and because he is strong in power, not one is missing."     Isaiah 40

“ I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  G o d  c r e a t e d  t h e  h e a v e n s  a n d  t h e  e a r t h . ”

G e n e s i s  1 : 1 .

   “If something exists, there is a God”    R.C. Sproul

Therefore, God is God and you are not.    

God is transcendent.  Although He is intimately involved, He is outside of

the world in the same sense as a computer designer is outside the

computer, or an author is outside the pages of his story. 

T H F B C    

 “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the

work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night

after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they

use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice

goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the

world. - For since the creation of the world God’s invisible

qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been

clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so

that people are without excuse.”    Psalm 19:1-4, Romans 1:20

G E N E S I S  O N E

Knowing Creator God
  Genesis 1:1

 "it is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and

its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches

out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them

like a tent to dwell in.” -  When I look at your

heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the

stars, which you have set in place, what is man that

you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you

care for him? "              Isaiah 40:22; Psalm 8:3-4



Bedrock Truth

 

G E N E S I S  O N E

2All Humans are Created with Value & Purpose
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of

the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”                 Genesis 1:1-2

 All human lives are created in the image of God.  The image of God is what

brings value to every life.  The fact that all humans are created in the 'Imago Dei'

(Image of God) means that all human lives are of great worth. So, human value is

tied to your being human and nothing else.  

  Self-righteousness and supremacy is the sin of pride.  Pride is elevating one's

own value above certain people for any reason.  Some people think of

themselves as a notch above others because of their abilities, ideas, background,

work-ethic, sobriety, gender, accomplishments, income, ethnicity, ideas, politics,

religious activity, input to society, or a whole host of other factors.  This is wrong. 

 However, it is equally as wrong to reverse your thinking.  Some people think too

lowly of themselves. When a person devalues themselves below other people, for

whatever reason, it becomes a vice that can lead to cowardice or slothfulness. 

 All human life is equally valuable, no strings attached.  

  This 'Imago Dei' value is precisely the reason things like gossip, slander, and

cursing people are wrong. James 3:9 "With the tongue we praise our Lord and

Father, and with it, we curse human beings, who have been made in the Image of

God." This, consequently, is also why murder is wrong.  Genesis 9:6 says,

“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made

man in his own image."  

  Furthermore, this same God bestowed value upon all humanity is also why

abortion is murder.  Because, human dignity comes not at the point of a certain

cognitive ability or stage of development, but at the point of conception.  Listen

to how God describes forming human babies in the mother's womb with care,

dignity, and detailed precision within the Image Dei. 

HUMAN LIFE IS EQUALLY VALUABLEAll

Understanding Human Value

W E E K  3

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works;

my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from you, when I was

being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of

them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.”               

Psalm 139:13-16
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All Humans are Created with Value & Purpose

   In Jesus' day, children were not considered as valuable as adults.  When Jesus

rebuked the disciples and said, "let the little children come unto me," he was

upholding this bedrock truth.  Whether it's children, women, slaves, Jew, or

Greek the gospel values all humanity with equal dignity.  Paul expresses this

truth in Galatians 3:28, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave

nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus."   We

could add to this list with Paul's glad permission and say, there is also neither

rich nor poor, well nor sick, popular nor unknown, democrat nor republican,

successful nor failure, powerful nor weak, and so on.  The ground is level at the

foot of the cross.  No one will get in on looks, success, ability or charisma.  All

people are valuable... "for God so loved the world that he sent his only son", 

 ...and all people are sinners... "that whosoever believes in him shall not perish,"

...so all people need Jesus for salvation... "but have everlasting life".  John 3:16  

HUMAN IDEAS ARE NOT EQUALLY VALUABLEAll

W E E K  3

  All human lives are equally valuable, but all human ideas are not.  Just

because human dignity means we should listen to all people, it certainly does

NOT mean we should validate all their ideas as equally valuable or equally true.  

Put bluntly, some ideas are stupid, and some ideas are evil.  Ideas have

consequences, bad ideas have victims.  Let us respect all people, listen to all

voices, hear all cries for help, but evaluate all ideas in light of God's wisdom.  

         

HUMAN LIFESTYLES ARE NOT EQUALLY VALIDAll
  All human lives are equally valuable, but all human lifestyles are not.  Just

because human dignity means we should learn from people, hear people out,

and value them as humans created in the image of God, does NOT mean we

should validate all lifestyles. Spoken plainly, some lifestyles are sinful, and some

are harmful.  Like bad Ideas, bad choices have consequences, evil choices

create a wake of personal, generational, and societal damage.  Again, let us

respect all people, listen to all voices, hear all cries for help, but evaluate all

ideas and all lifestyle choices in light of God's wisdom.  

"Some ideas are so stupid that only intellectuals believe them.”                 

George Orwell

"Everything happens for a reason, but sometimes the reason is that you

made really stupid choices are facing your own consequences.”                 

unknown author
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All Humans are Created with Value & Purpose

   So knowing our value is within our being created in the Image of God sets the

stage for all right-thinking and right-treatment of self and others.

W E E K  3

"If you value a da Vinci painting, you focus on its beauty and design more

than the cracks in the paint, and, above all, you treat it well, making sure

that it is maintained in ideal conditions and shielded from direct lighting.

Similarly, people with high self-value appreciate their own better qualities

(even while trying to improve their lesser ones) and take care of their

physical and psychological health, growth, and development.”

Steven Stosny, Ph.D

 This is great news.  Our value doesn't come from our performance.  Our value

comes from our creator.  Young people need to know this.  It's helpful for our

kids to know their value doesn't come from what other people say about them,

their true worth comes from God.  How would this truth help countless teens

struggling with self-image issues?  How would this bedrock reality affect scores

of young girls seeking their worth in their appearance, in their social media

likes, or in the negative attention from sex-crazed guys?  What if young men

understood their value comes not from their performance on the ball field, the

amount of money in their wallet, who their parents are, or how many girls they

pull?  There would certainly be less crime, less gang activity, less abuse, and

more pure role models.  

   This would certainly help our kids, but it would also be a breath of fresh air for

most adults? There are so many people chasing approval, power, prestige, and

popularity as if it were oxygen.  This is mainly because they feel their lives have

no real value apart from them. Yet, these things do not bring a healthy view of

worth.  If this were how you scale self-worth principally, your value would fade

as you age out.  Although Eskimos (the Inuit people) use to leave their elderly

on the ice to die because their value to society was complete, I don't think

that's a healthy ideology to practice even if it is within your own mind. Let us all

take a deep breath and thank our God for creating value within our being. 

 Know this... Our worth is in our being; Our purpose is in our doing.  

Purpose and dignity are two different things.  They are closely tied, yet distinct.

Dignity (value) has to do with fundamental identity (who you are); Purpose has

to do with fundamental function (what you do).  Both of them are tied together

by design.  If you try to use a freezer as a toaster you would be extremely

frustrated and feel as though the freezer was worthless. Yet, all the while, the

freezer never lost its value, it just wasn't functioning according to its design.  

Understanding Human Purpose



Bedrock Truth

 

G E N E S I S  O N E

All Humans are Created with Value & Purpose

  So what is our purpose?  Our purpose is also tied to the image of God. 

 Notice what God says when the entire context of the poem is understood.

W E E K  3

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens

and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing

that creeps on the earth.”

So God created man in his own image,

    in the image of God he created him;

    male and female he created them.

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill

the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over

the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth

Genesis 1:26-28

  To be created in God's image is to be a reflection of God.  The word image

means "statue or an idol."  Subsequently, it's the same word used when God

tells his people not to worship or make false 'idols' of God.  We are God's 'idol'

and/or his reflection to the rest of creation.  Notice God says let them have

dominion over the fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and over the

livestock, and every creeping thing.  This is interesting because the 'image of

God' not only gives us our value, it also gives us our purpose.  We are to reflect

the character of God and steward His creation in a way that embodies the

goodness and glory of God. 

  To be created in the image of God also includes a relationship with God that

the rest of creation doesn't share. 

Understanding Human Purpose

"And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool

of the day, and..." (because of shame) "...the man and his wife hid themselves

from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden."

Genesis 3:8

  In fact, an intimate relationship with God is the primary pleasure of being

created in the image of God.  

One thing I have asked of the LORD; this is what I desire: to dwell in the house

of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and

seek Him in His temple

Psalm 27:4

  The Westminster Shorter Catechism answers the meaning of life question like..   

Q. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 

Westminster Shorter Catechism

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/259.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7592.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3068.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1245.htm
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https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1004.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3068.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3605.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3117.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2416.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2372.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5278.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3068.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1239.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1964.htm
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https://biblehub.com/hebrew/259.htm
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All Humans are Created with Value & Purpose

W E E K  3

“If my life had no meaning there was no reason not to end it."                                      

Dan Wells (Writer)    Cultural woes and foes

Materialism / Naturalism
Materialism is the belief that physical matter is all there is.  There is no spiritual.   

"All philosophies are said to fall into one of two primary categories,

defined in contrast to each other: idealism and materialism. —the primary

distinction between them is the way they answer two fundamental

questions: "what does reality consist of?" and "how does it originate?" To

idealists, spirit or mind or the objects of mind (ideas) are primary, and

matter secondary. To materialists, matter is primary, and mind or spirit or

ideas are secondary—the product of matter acting upon matter."      

 George Novack, The Origins of Materialism, 

Materialism is illogical.  Simply put if it were true you couldn't trust your own

thoughts.  Dr. John Lenox often asks a simple question to prove this point, "If

you knew that your computer was the end product of a mindless, unguided

process, you wouldn't trust it for a moment, would you?"  The obvious answer is

no.  Then he responds something like this... "Then why do you trust your brain if

it's the product of a mindless, unguided process?"  Boom.  Done.

C.S. Lewis says, "When you are arguing against [God] you are arguing

against the very power that makes you able to argue [to reason] at all: it

is like cutting off the branch you are standing on.”

He explained elsewhere materialism considers reason only synaptic

activity in one’s brain, which is the result of “a blind evolutionary process.

There is no reason for supposing reason yields truth.” The authors point

out this is a critical part of the scientific enterprise. One must have

reason in order to ascertain truth.                                     Tim Scheiderer 
(C.S. LEWIS ON MODERN POLITICS: HOW TOTALITARIAN STATES ARE MASQUERADING AS DEMOCRACIES)

, 
  But materialism is not only illogical, it's evil.  If this world got here by a random

unguided process of blind chance and chaos, then all we are, in the ultimate

sense, is a cosmic accident.  So, everything is meaningless; so are you!  In a

million years when the sun scorches our planet, what will it matter what you did

or didn't do?  Who will be there to remember it?  No one.  So it wouldn't matter

if you were a serial killer or Mother Theresa.  This is the ultimate philosophy of

utter despair and hopelessness.  Yet, this is the philosophy we are teaching our

children.  The mindless, unguided march of millions of years and accidental

randomness begot a son, humanity, and it grew a brain and started to think

about himself, and found out he was meaningless, so he medicated himself to

feel better, the end.  That's a sad story.  It's a lie.  We have value and purpose. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Novack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Novack
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W E E K  3

“Most theists are deists most of the time, in practice if not in theory. They

practice the absence of God instead of the presence of God."”

Peter Kreeft

Deism
Deism is the belief that there is a creator but he is impersonal and uninvolved in

our world. Deism is contrasted with Theism in the area of God's care and

personal involvement with his creation.  Deism believes God created this world

and its natural laws and then left us alone, indifferent to how we handle it.  It is

the belief that God cannot be known, nor does he care to be.  The Bible and its

teaching that humans are created in the image of God is in direct contrast to

this belief system.  J.I. Packer sums up the biblical view of humanity below:

"What were we made for? To know God. What aim should we have in life? To

know God. What is the eternal life that Jesus gives? To know God. What is

the best thing in life? To know God. What in humans gives God most

pleasure? Knowledge of himself.."                                                     J.I. Packer

  We were created as God's image-bearers to know Him and make Him known

to the rest of creation.  Deism starts out philosophically solid but starts playing

the agnostic's hand too quickly. Deism says we can know that God exists

through reason and nature, but we cannot know that God is involved in his

creation personally.  Three things would counter this belief.  

  First, Prophecy will counter the claim that God is personally involved. 

 Approximately 20 percent of the Bible is considered prophetic in nature. 

 Prophecy is when God foretells the future of what he will do.  As time marches

on, these prophecies are fulfilled.   A good example would be Isaiah 53, written

at least 700 years before Jesus, which describes in detail the life, ministry,

death, and resurrection of the messiah. 

   Second, a good testimony gives us evidence of a personal God.  A testimony

is a personal encounter with God.  These are powerful. 

"I struggled with that for many months, really resisting this decision, going

forward, going backward. Finally, after about a year… on a beautiful

afternoon hiking in the Cascade Mountains, where the remarkable beauty of

the creation around me was so overwhelming, I felt "I cannot resist this

another moment. This is something I have really longed for all my life without

realizing it, and now I’ve got the chance to say yes." So I said yes. I was 27.

I’ve never turned back. That was the most significant moment of my life."                             

Francis Collins (M.D., Ph.D, Geneticist)

  Third, Jesus. Jesus' life, ministry, death, and resurrection is by far beyond

anything this world has ever encountered. The historical records and evidence

of the resurrection are solid. If Jesus could predict his own death and

resurrection then he is a reliable source. He claimed to be the Creator God.

This means that God is intimately involved in his creation, so much so, that he

became human and sacrificially paid for the sins of humanity in order to restore

the image of God and reconcile a right relationship with us personally.



Conclusions

And, Our purpose is for the glory of God & the good of others

    

2) Bedrock Truth
ermonS

Humanity was created with value and purpose.  

This is the very first poem in the bible.  This poem from God was written so

that we could know our value and purpose.  God created us in his image.   

S o  G o d  c r e a t e d  m a n  i n  h i s  o w n  i m a g e ,  i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  G o d  h e

c r e a t e d  h i m ;  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  h e  c r e a t e d  t h e m . ”

G e n e s i s  1 : 2 7 .

   “You've never met a mere mortal”    C.S. Lewis

Therefore, all human life has equal Dignity.    

Our worth and value are from our creator, it's in our being.  God created us

as the crown of his creation.  We are beings in the image of God.  Nothing

we can do or not do will change our value.     

T H F B C    

 “What is man that you are mindful of him,

    and the son of man that you care for him?

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings

and crowned him with glory and honor.

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;

    you have put all things under his feet,

all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,

the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,

    whatever passes along the paths of the seas.”    

Psalm 8:4-8

G E N E S I S  O N E

Knowing Value and Purpo
se

  Genesis 1:26-27

 "For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us

anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things

he planned for us long ago. - God planned that

those he had chosen would become like his Son. In

that way, Christ will be the first and most honored

among many brothers and sisters.”        

Ephesians 2:10. Romans 8:29

Humanity

Male and female He created them

In the image of God He created him

God created us out of love for love.  We are to Love God and love

our neighbor as ourselves; Purpose is in our doing.  This is not only

the greatest commandment; It's also the meaning of human life!     
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3We can know God is good; all the time.
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31

   The internal witness is our conscience given to us by our good creator. We

all have a conscience which is an awareness of right and wrong. 

WITNESSInternal

WITNESSNatural

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power

and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has

been made, so that people are without excuse.

Romans 1:20

W E E K  4

   God's goodness can be seen in nature.  A casual observer of creation will

see that there are so many beautiful, and intricately designed systems in this

universe for life to exist and flourish. Paul the Apostle says creation itself

communicates God's divine nature.

 Notice how Jesus points to natural systems to show the goodness of God.  

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so

that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Matthew 5:44-45

"For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law

requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their

conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even

excuse them."                                                                            Romans 2:14-15

   These verses about our conscience, along with 28 other passages in the

New Testament, teach us that although a person can sear their conscience or

have a weak, wounded, or defiled conscience, that God has written His law in

every human heart. So internally, we all have an awareness that God, like a

Father, cares about how we are treated and how we treat one another.  

   God is relational.  God cares.  He implanted his goodness within our hearts.

God is good.



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

 The Bible also tells us that, “God is good.” Genesis 1, among other things,

thoroughly communicates God's goodness. The rest of the scriptures continue

to confirm this truth numerous times and in a variety of different ways to

remind our hearts that we can trust him.  This consistent theme of God's

goodness in the Bible teaches us that we can take refuge in him. 

WITNESS
Scriptural   

WITNESSGospel

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored (Continued)

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against

us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he

not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge

against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus

is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. And we know that for those

who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called

according to his purpose..”                                              Romans 8:31-34;28

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

 Jesus' life, death, and resurrection teach us the goodness of God even in the

midst of great tragedy.  On Satan's victory day, the day when Satan seemed

to win as he nailed the Son of God to a wooden cross for the world to see

him shamed and despised, God was actually doing the greatest act toward

sinful man the world has ever seen.  On a day when it seemed that all hope

was lost, God was actually bringing real hope and salvation to all his people. 

 The death of Jesus teaches us that we don't always have to understand

everything in the exact moment, but we can always trust him, even in tragedy,

to be doing the greatest good for all his people.  We should always

remember, the horrific event of Christ's death brings about the glorious event

of the resurrection!  With Jesus, death means life. Although we could be

facing a "death" moment, we can always know that, in Christ, glory is on its

way.

3 We can know God is good all the time

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes

refuge in him! - Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you have

stored up for those who fear you and worked for those who take refuge

in you, in the sight of the children of mankind! - Every good gift and

every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change."  

                                                          Psalm 37:8; Psalm 31:19; James 1:17



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored (Continued)

“And they have conquered him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the

word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death...”                              

Revelation 12:11

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

WITNESS
Testimonial      

  The church is commissioned to tell everyone of God's goodness through his

son Jesus.  We are to tell people our stories.  This is one of the most powerful

things we can share.  We are to share our stories so others may know how they

also can trust God and be redeemed through Christ. Our own testimonies are

powerful stories of how God can be trusted even through difficult times.

Throughout the centuries God has used his church to showcase his good work

through trial in unique ways bringing beauty out of ashes, and joy from

mourning. (Isaiah 61:3).  God's truth, promises, and transformative work in our

personal testimonies shine forth the goodness of God.

“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he

went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done

for him."                                                                                              Luke 8:39

3 We can know God is good all the time

“My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the

day, for their number is past my knowledge. With the mighty deeds of the Lord

God I will come; I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. O God,

from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim

your might to another generation, your power to all those to come..”                                   

Psalm 71:15-18

“Come and hear,  all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for my soul.”                                 Psalm 66:16                    

“But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to

make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in

you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,"                                     1 Peter 3:15
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We can know that God is good; all the time.

W E E K  4

“I don't know if God exists, but it would be better for his reputation if he didn't."             

Jules  Renard (Author)    Cultural woes and foes

Common objections to God's goodness

   Satan's attacks intensify in the midst of a tragedy. Like a boxer when they

know their opponent's bell has been rung, the punches intensify in hopes for a

complete knockout, Satan's lies come swiftly in for the kill as difficulties take an

emotional, physical, and spiritual toll on us.  The lies come like...

  Religious objections:

Mistreatment by the religious: 

  Unfortunately, there are people who have been abused or mistreated by

religious institutions or by religious people.  For some people, it takes time to

heal before they can trust any type of religious idea or institution again, and

some never recover.  This is sad because we all know that we shouldn't judge a

particular belief system by the mistreatment of that belief system, but so many

people can't get past the association.  Satan is good at deceiving and this

tactic is definitely one of his specialties.  The enemy's lies come out like this... 

 “Those Christians treated me horribly.  If this is how God is; I don’t want

anything to do with him.” 

Hypocritical Religious Leaders:

   Everyone knows a hypocrite.  Everyone hates hypocrites.  Yet, everyone is a

little hypocritical at times.  When you tell someone they shouldn't do something

and suddenly realize you have done the same thing; Welcome to club

hypocrite!  But, when someone in the church does something really bad, Satan

uses it to turn people against God's goodness.  He turns their thoughts

something like this...

“I knew it.  They aren't any different. Look at their lives. Those hypocritical

people telling me how to live.  I'll have nothing to do with that Jesus.”  

Personal objections:

Personal tragedy:

   Oftentimes, people from religious backgrounds lose faith in a loving and

merciful God after witnessing a tragic event.  Although sometimes in the midst

of personal tragedy people are actually drawn further into faith, it's always

important for God's people to draw near to the brokenhearted just like our

heavenly Father (Psalm 34:18).  

“If God is good why did __(fill in the blank)__ happen to me?” “Why did God

allow this in my life.”  "God must not care about me." "I was actually trying to

be good and this happens, I'm done with it."   
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Common objections to God's goodness

  Cultural objections:

Cultural argument:   

   When people see pain, rejection, hate, and suffering in this world they ask

questions about God's goodness.  Questions like... "If God is good like the bible

says he is, why is there so much suffering in this world?  or "How could God be

both good and powerful in a world full of pain and suffering? ...either he lacks

the power to do something about it or he lacks the goodness to go through the

trouble of doing it."   To a skeptical eye, this argument seems air-tight.  

  The problem with this argument is in its arrogant assumptions.  There are

assumptions built into the premise. The argument assumes 1) we know what

good is, 2) we know the suffering in question is eternally bad, and 3) We know

there is nothing good that could come from this suffering that would outweigh

the current pain.   These assumptions put us in the place of an all-knowing

God.  If you have ever taken a pet to the vet you know how fallible this

argument is.  From the animal's perspective, the worm shot and the trama

involved in commuting out of its comfort zone into the wild unknown world of

animal crates, and automobile noises is random, unnecessary, and horrific. Yet,

all the while this painful experience is the best thing for the pet.  The bible says

God's ways are higher than our ways.  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

    neither are your ways my ways,”  declares the Lord.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth,

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts."                                           

Isaiah 55:8-9

  The bible also says we are to lean not on our own understanding.  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart

    and lean not on your own understanding;

in all your ways submit to him,

    and he will make your paths straight."                                           

Proverbs 3:5-6

  These verses, among so many others in the Bible, remind us of the initial

bedrock truth of this study; Namely, that we can know there is a creator God, 

 so God is God and we are not.  Our duty as humans is not to attempt to

understand all that happens to us or others, but to trust in God's goodness by

the 5 witnesses He has graciously provided.  We have enough information to

know God is good.  Let us trust God's promise to his people, through Christ.

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love

him, who have been called according to his purpose."                                     

Romans 8:28



Conclusions

We can know God is good; all the time.  

This is the end of God's creation sequence.  On day 7 God rested.  God

created humanity male and female in his image on day 6 and when He had

finished God said it was very good.   

"The goodness of God is infinitely more wonderful than we will ever be able to comprehend."              

-Aiden Wilson Tozer

 “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man

who takes refuge in him! - Oh, how abundant is your goodness,

which you have stored up for those who fear you and worked

for those who take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of

mankind! - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from

above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there

is no variation or shadow due to change."

Psalm 37:8; Psalm 31:19; James 1:17

And, God can be trusted even when we don't understand everything
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We can know God's goodness by the 5 witnesses God has provided for us.

God's Internal, natural, scriptural, gospel, and testimonial witnesses teach our

hearts of his goodness!  Jesus gives us all the reason we need to trust Him with

our whole heart!  His death and resurrection shout his goodness for all who

have ears to hear!  

Therefore, we should place our faith and trust in God.    

God's goodness is the very thing that teaches our hearts to trust Him.  

When we begin to doubt the goodness of God Satan has full reign in our lives.      

3) Bedrock Truth
ermonS G o d  s a w  a l l  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  v e r y  g o o d .  A n d  t h e r e

w a s  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  m o r n i n g — t h e  s i x t h  d a y

G e n e s i s  1 : 3 1 .

T H F B C    Knowing God's Goodness
  Genesis 1:31

 "For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows

favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from

those who walk uprightly. - And we know that for those

who love God all things work together for good, for

those who are called according to his purpose. -  so,

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your

own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him

and he will direct your path.”        

Psalm 84:11; Romans 8:28; Proverbs 3:5-6
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4We are created male & female; 

             equal in value, distinct in roles.
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created

him; male and female he created them.                            Genesis 1:27

   Gender is a matter of design not preference. God designed both male and

female genders with distinction, in his image, with equal value, for the

purpose of reflecting his character to the rest of creation. We were given

these biological differences and role distinctions to glorify God in distinct yet

equally valuable ways.  

Living Within your Design and on Purpose

W E E K  5

  To be able to reflect our good Creator is our great privilege as humans. This

is a high calling and a deeply satisfying work. We should understand our role

as God has designed it, and find deep joy in living within this gender design

to the best of our ability for the glory of God and good of others. 

  To reverse or distort the image of God by confusing or refusing one's

created gender is Satan's work. It is a direct affront to the goodness of God.

The transgender movement says, "God made a huge mistake with me, but I

will correct it by rebelling against his bad design." For a Christian to affirm

this rebellion is to join Satan's distortion of the goodness of God, and to

encourage this false gospel to confuse and ravage many generations to

come. 
 “But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female." -

"For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's

womb.  I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are

your works; my soul knows it very well."               Mark 10:6; Psalm 139:13-14

 “What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator. Does a clay pot

argue with its maker? Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it,

saying, ‘Stop, you’re doing it wrong!’ Does the pot exclaim, ‘How clumsy can

you be?’  How terrible it would be if a newborn baby said to its father,

Why was I born?’ or if it said to its mother, ‘Why did you make me this way?’”

This is what the Lord says— the Holy One of Israel and your Creator:

“Do you question what I do for my children? Do you give me orders about

the work of my hands?’"                                                            Isaiah 45:9-11
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So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created

him; male and female he created them.                            Genesis 1:27

   Complementarianism is the view that males and females complement each

other in their different roles and duties. Christian complementarianism does not see

women as inferior or men as superior. Instead, it sees them as being identical in

nature but different in function and role. For example, women are to bear children

where men are not. This obvious biological difference is a complementarian

necessity within the family. Likewise, men are to lead their families with Godly

direction, and the women are to support their husbands in their leadership.

Therefore, in complementarianism, when we look at what the Bible says about the

difference of roles in leadership in the church, we find that women are not to teach

or exercise authority over men (1 Tim. 2:12) based upon the created order (1 Tim.

2:13). Likewise, elders are to be male (1 Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:6). This difference of

authoritative structure is not based on culture but on the fact that Adam was

created first.                                 https://carm.org/questions-complementarianism

  Egalitarianism is the general idea of equality. The egalitarian idea is that

people, no matter what their race, gender, religion, etc., are all equal in value. 

 Within Christianity egalitarianism is the position that both male and female are

equal in ecclesiastical authority. In other words, according to the egalitarian view,

it is permissible for women to hold the offices of pastor and elder where leadership

is exercised.                                              https://carm.org/questions-egalitarianism

W E E K  5

Differing Views on Gender Roles

  For years now, these two views on gender roles have been a battleground area

within Christianity.  The orthodox view of male headship has been challenged with

the emergence of the women's suffrage movement within western societies.  This

movement was originally seen as a positive movement toward authentic equality of

the sexes.  Today, however, the feminist movement has become something

altogether different.  The new feminist agenda seeks 'sameness' not equal dignity.

Abortion has become a large part of this movement that seeks sameness.  "My

body my choice" comes from a distorted feminist view that seeks to even the

career playing field.  They hold the position that it's an unfair male advantage to

leave the woman with the responsibility of giving birth to a baby while the male

goes about his career relatively unhindered.  Although this abandonment is a sinful

and horrendous abuse of masculinity, two wrongs never make a right.  The church

should stand up against both of these abuses within society.  This includes the

irresponsible, self-centered male who abandons his child and the distorted feminist

movement with its heinous sin of Abortion. Seeking to do away with any and all

gender distinctions is a distortion of God's good design and will lead to major

damage within society.      

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Tim.%202.12
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Tim.%202.13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Tim.%203.2
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Titus%201.6
https://carm.org/questions-complementarianism
https://carm.org/questions-egalitarianism
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The Traditional Biblical View of Male Headship
9 Facts that show male headship before the fall. 

(Taken from Wayne Grudem Systematic Theology)
 

  To assume male headship means male superiority is to completely miss the point

of God's good design.  The Father has a functional headship role over the Son yet

they are of identical value.  The Son has a functional headship role over the Spirit

yet they are one.  If a leadership role automatically means 'better', then we were all

right to fight tooth and nail over who leads us to lunch in kindergarten.  Functional

roles do not affect ontological value.  The following lays out 9 facts that show a

biblical understanding of male headship before the fall.  This is crucial because if

God gave Adam a functional headship role over the wife before the fall then we

know that it was God's good design and not the result of sin. 

1. Adam was created First, then Eve: (indicates male leadership before the fall) The

fact that God first created Adam, then after a period of time created Eve (Gen.

2:7, 18–23), suggests that God saw Adam as having a leadership role in his family.

2. Eve was created as a helper for Adam: (indicates male leadership before the

fall). "I will make him a helper fit for him” (Gen. 2:18). 

3. Adam named Eve: (indicates male leadership before the fall). The fact that

Adam gave names to all the animals (Gen. 2:19–20) indicated Adam’s authority

over the animal kingdom, therefore when Adam named Eve by saying, “She shall be

called Woman, because she was taken out of Man” (Gen. 2:23), indicated a

leadership role on his part as well. 

4. God named the Human Race “Man,” not “Woman”: (Indicates Male Leadership

before the fall). Genesis 5:2 specifies that “in the day when they were created”

God “named them Man.” The naming of the human race with a term that also

referred to Adam in particular or man in distinction from woman, suggests a

leadership role belonging to the man. This is similar to the custom of a woman

taking the last name of the man when she marries: it signifies his headship in the

family. 

5. The Serpent came to Eve first: (indicates male leadership before the fall). It is

likely that Satan (in the form of a serpent), in approaching Eve first, was attempting

to institute a role reversal by tempting Eve to take the leadership in disobeying God

(Gen. 3:1). This stands in contrast to the way God approached them, for when God

spoke to them, he spoke to Adam first (Gen. 2:15–17; 3:9). Paul seems to have this

role reversal in mind when he says, “Adam was not deceived, but the woman was

deceived and became a transgressor” (1 Tim. 2:14). This at least suggests that

Satan was trying to undermine the pattern of male leadership that God had

established in the marriage by going first to the woman.  

6. God spoke to Adam first after the fall: (indicates male leadership before the

fall). After the fall, even though Eve had sinned first, God came first to Adam and

called him to account for his actions: “But the Lord God called to the man and said

to him “Where are you?” ’ (Gen. 3:9). God thought of Adam as the leader of his

family, the one to be called to account first for what had happened in the family. 
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The Traditional Biblical View of Male Headship
9 Facts that show male headship before the fall (cont.) 

(Taken from Wayne Grudem Systematic Theology)
     

7. Adam, not Eve, represented the Human Race: (indicates male leadership before

the fall) Even though Eve sinned first (Gen. 3:6), we are counted sinful because of

Adam’s sin, not because of Eve’s sin. The New Testament tells us, “In Adam all die”

(1 Cor 15:22; v. 49), and, “Many died through one man’s trespass” (Rom. 5:15; vv. 12–

21). This indicates that God had given Adam headship or leadership with respect to

the human race, a role that was not given to Eve.

8. The curse brought a distortion of previous roles, not the introduction of new

roles: (indicates male leadership before the fall). In the punishments God gave to

Adam and Eve, he did not introduce new roles or functions, but simply introduced

pain and distortion into the functions they previously had. Thus, Adam would still

have primary responsibility for tilling the ground and raising crops, but the ground

would bring forth “thorns and thistles” and in the sweat of his face he would eat

bread (Gen. 3:18, 19). Similarly, Eve would still have the responsibility of bearing

children, but to do so would become painful: “In pain you shall bring forth children”

(Gen. 3:16). Then God also introduced conflict and pain into the previously

harmonious relationship between Adam and Eve. God said to Eve, “Your desire

shall be for your husband and he shall rule over you” (Gen. 3:16). Susan Foh has

effectively argued that the word translated “desire” (Heb. ׁשוָּקה H9592) means ,ּתְ

“desire to conquer,” and that it indicates Eve would have a wrongful desire to usurp

authority over her husband. If this understanding of the word “desire” is correct, as

it seems to be, then it would indicate that God is introducing a conflict into the

relationship between Adam and Eve and a desire on Eve’s part to rebel against

Adam’s authority. Concerning Adam, God told Eve, “He shall rule over you” (Gen.

3:16). Here the word “rule” (Heb. ל H5440) is a strong term usually used of ,ָמׁשַ

monarchical governments, not generally of authority within a family. The sense here

is that Adam will misuse his authority by ruling harshly over his wife, again

introducing pain and conflict into a relationship that was previously harmonious.
 

9. Redemption in Christ reaffirms the creation order: (Indicates male leadership

before the fall). If the previous argument about the distortion of roles introduced at

the fall is correct, then what we would expect to find in the New Testament is an

undoing of the painful aspects of the relationship that resulted from sin and the

curse. We would expect that in Christ, redemption would encourage wives not to

rebel against their husbands’ authority and would encourage husbands not to use

their authority harshly. In fact, that is indeed what we do find: “Wives, be subject to

your husbands as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be

harsh with them” (Col. 3:18–19; Eph. 5:22–33; Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:1–7). If it were a

sinful pattern for wives to be subject to their husbands’ authority, Peter and Paul

would not have commanded it to be maintained in Christian marriages!  
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Masculine and Feminine 
Being masculine in a biblical way.

Biblical masculinity carries with it a desire for Christ-likeness.  Jesus is called the

second Adam.  Adam was the first representative of the human race.  Through

Adam came sin, and death followed.  Jesus is called the second Adam.  Jesus

represents our spiritual life.  Through Jesus comes righteousness, and life follows.

(Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22; 45-49)

“Just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so

also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all

people. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the

many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one

man the many will be made righteous”                   (Romans 5:18-19)

  So to be a man is to be a leader of your family and community.  A selfish man

brings death to his family and community.  A biblical man brings life by leading his

family and community to Jesus through his example, hard work, and sacrifice. The

Bible tells men to love their wives as Christ loves the church (Ephesians 5:25).  Jesus

laid down his life for the church.  He gave his life for ours.  Biblical men are to do

the same.  They are to be the first to sacrifice.  They are to lead in selflessness and

service to others.  They are to lead with love and faithfulness.  They are to lead with

integrity.  They are to stand on the truth.  Biblical manhood takes responsibility for

words and actions.  They are to admit when they are wrong and seek forgiveness

and reconciliation.  

  Biblical masculinity seeks to provide.  Men are to work hard and be steadfast. 

 Their work is viewed as service to the Lord and given with due diligence as a

thankful offering back to God for His provision of strength and ability.  Biblical men

seek to provide financial security and stay self-controlled in spending habits.  Men

should diligently seek to be good stewards of God's provisions.  

  Biblical masculinity is responsible for spiritual leadership.  Part of biblical

manhood is to make sure your family is in church on Sundays.  Furthermore, biblical

men read their bibles and know what they believe.  They should be learning to

articulate their faith and defend the truth.  Biblical masculinity rejects passivity. 

 Men are to stay engaged in the lives of their families and be able to shepherd the

next generation.  

  Biblical men protect their homes.  They protect emotionally by providing stability

and security in their homes.  They protect mentally by speaking the truth and

pouring God's word into those they love.  They protect physically by defending their

family from harm.  They protect spiritually by going to war against sin and Satan

through prayer and by showing love and allegiance to Christ.  Joshua says, "choose

you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that

were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye

dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."  This is the man's role. 

 True masculinity chooses to honor the one true God and follow Christ even if all

the world worships their belly or other false gods.     
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Masculine and Feminine 
Being feminine in a biblical way.

  Biblical femininity carries with it a desire to be a fitting Spirit-led helper.  The only

time God said His creation was not good was before womanhood. The woman was

created as a helper to complement and complete humanity's Imago Dei.  

“But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the

Father... - Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage

that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to

you. But if I go, I will send him to you..”                   (John 15:26; 16:7)

  The Greek word used in reference to the Holy Spirit is Parakletos, which means one

who is called to one’s side, especially to help. It also means an intercessor, an

assistant, or one who pleads the cause of another before a judge. Therefore, the role

of the Holy Spirit is to help. He is our Comforter, Counselor, Advocate, Intercessor,

Strengthener, and the one who stands by our side.  This, in essence, is the role of

biblical femininity.  Womanhood was never meant as an inferior role since it is the very

essence of God the Spirit.  Nonetheless, it is a functionally help-centric role and

necessarily submissive within God's design of humanity.  

  It takes more strength and inner fortitude to gladly submit to authority than to usurp

it.  It also takes more faith in the Lord to submit to a fallible earthly authority in

obedience to God, than it does to submit to an infallible heavenly authority.  Just as

every Christian is called to submit to Christ as our ultimate authority, submit to one

another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21), and submit to earthly authorities

(Romans 13:1), (yet never disobey God to serve man) a woman is to submit and work

alongside godly male leadership as long as she isn't asked to do something that is

unbiblical.   This sentiment is expressed in 1 Corinthians 11:3  "But I want you to

understand that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man,

and the head of Christ is God."  The woman was created with a certain inner

fortitude, faith, and beauty that blossoms as she promotes, comforts, strengthens,

advocates, and stands alongside godly leadership.  

  Proverbs 31 is a king writing about what he learned from his mother.  He paints the

feminine role as strong, capable, hardworking, self-sufficient, and God-centered. She

lives faithfully for her husband in purity even before she meets him (31:12). She gathers

a rich supply of resources (31:14). She is a diligent & excellent leader (31:15). She is

wise in finances & business transactions (31:16, 24). She is physically strong & is

continually gaining strength (31:17). She is energetic & fulfilled in her work (31:18). She

is a rescuer of the weak (31:20). She is fearless (31:21). She is dignified & dressed like

royalty (31:22, 25). She helps her husband gain honor and respect (31:23). She is an

excellent teacher and speaker (31:26). She garners praise & respect from others

(31:28-30). She fears God (31:30). She has a fruitful life & a stellar reputation (31:31).

           

“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be

alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”                 (Genesis 2:18)

  Interestingly enough, the Spirit is also called "the Helper." 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1161.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2309.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1492.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3754.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2776.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3956.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/435.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5547.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1161.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2776.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1135.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/435.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1161.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2776.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5547.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2316.htm
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“To the woman, he said...your desire will be for your husband,

    and he will rule over you." (Gen. 3:16-19)

  To restate and clarify the wording of this specific curse to the woman could look like

this paraphrase. "Your desire will be to usurp the authority of your husband but he will

domineer over you." Male domineering is a sinful abuse of male headship found all

throughout human history.  This indefensible historical reality is directly from the curse

of sin.  The Old Testament is a patriarchal society that does not value women as

precious in God's sight, equal in value, and made in the image of God.  Lamech, just

one chapter after the fall, is the first gangster who brags about how many men he

has murdered and how many women he has taken as his possessions.  (Gen. 4:23-24)

The story doesn't get better. Fast forward to the so-called righteous men of the old

testament to the time of Lot and see him offer his virgin daughters to a sexed craved

mob in the place of his male guests. (Gen. 19:8)  History has proven this curse of sin

prophetic as its goal was to distort God's Image and goodness by confusing the

original roles of humanity; Male and Female. 

  Men in sin tend either to domineer or remain passive.  They tend to turn selfish and

rely upon their strength to abuse and control or to shirk responsibility altogether and

remain passive, lazy, and childish. Women in sin either tend to be subservient

doormats, doing anything to get people's attention to feel beautiful and valuable or

drift toward control issues. Drifting into impatience, gossip, and nagging while

attempting to take complete control of all relationships in their lives.

  Transgenderism and Feminism are not the answers to our gender problems

regardless of what key cultural leaders say today. Christ is the answer to our deep

relational needs. Jesus gave a sacrificial leadership example to men and deep value

to women in the gospel.  The gospel teaches men to love their wives as Christ loves

the church and women to respect their husbands as they honor the Lord.  The biblical

god-honoring family is still the safest and most healthy way to raise children in this

world.  

Jesus is the best thing that ever happened to women ...and men ...and children!

“No woman should be told she can't make decisions about her own body. 

When women's rights are under attack, we fight back."                Kamala Harris    Cultural woes and foes

"As Christianity spread throughout the world, its redemptive effects elevated women and

set them free in many ways. The Christian ethic declared equal worth and value for both

men and women. Husbands were commanded to love their wives and not exasperate

their children. These principles were in direct conflict with the Roman institution of patria

potestas, which gave absolute power of life and death over a man’s family, including his

wife. When patria potestas was finally repealed by an emperor who was moved by high

biblical standards, what a tremendous effect that had on the culture!"
https://bible.org/article/christianity-best-thing-ever-happened-women

 

https://twitter.com/kamalaharris/status/831613559297736705?lang=en


Conclusions

We were created male & female; equal dignity, distinct roles  

Gender is a matter of design not preference. God designed both male and

female genders in his image with dignity to reflect his character to the rest of

creation.  We were given these biological differences and role distinctions to

glorify God in distinct yet equally valuable ways.      

"I'm the boy who looks at himself in the mirror everyday and is disgusted by seeing breasts

where a flat chest should be."     -Anonymous

 “But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made

them male and female." - "For you formed my inward

parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.  

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.

Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well."

Mark 10:6; Psalm 139:13-14

Furthermore, men & women should value and complement each other

    

G E N E S I S  O N E

To be able to reflect our good Creator is our great privilege as humans. This is a

high calling and a deeply satisfying work. We should understand our role as God

has designed it, and find deep joy in living within this role to the best of our

ability for the glory of God.  

Therefore, we should glorify God within our designed gender roles    

To reverse or distort the image of God by confusing or refusing one's created

gender is Satan's work.  It is a direct affront to the goodness of God.  It says,

"God made a huge mistake with me, but I will correct it with my rebellion against

his bad design."  For a Christian to affirm this rebellion is to join Satan's

distortion of the goodness of God, and to encourage this false gospel to

confuse and ravage many generations to come.     

4) Bedrock Truth

S S o  G o d  c r e a t e d  m a n  i n  h i s  o w n  i m a g e ,  i n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  G o d  h e

c r e a t e d  h i m ;  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  h e  c r e a t e d  t h e m .

G e n e s i s  1 : 2 7

Knowing Designed Gender

 "Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man

should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him. -

let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the

wife see that she respects her husband.”        

Genesis 2:18, Ephesians 5:33

ermon

T H F B C    
  Genesis 1:27

MALE

God's Design
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male and female
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5God designed the family for His glory and as the

primary institution for the flourishing of society.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to

his wife, and they shall become one flesh.                         Genesis 2:24

   The family is designed by God and is foundational for any flourishing society.

An attack on God's design of the family is a direct attack on the goodness of

God and against human flourishing itself. A community that disregards or

perverts God's good design of the family not only distorts the goodness of God

but will pay a devastating cost for generations to come.  

God's design of the Family

W E E K  6

  The family is constituted by marriage. Marriage is a lifelong covenant

relationship of one man and one woman joined together by God. Marriage is

formed as the man leaves the authority structure of his parents and joins

together with his wife to form a new authority structure under God, ripe for the

healthy rearing of the next generation.

 Wonderful are your works, O Lord; my soul knows it very well. - But from the

beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 'Therefore a man

shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall

become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. - Therefore,

what God has joined together, let not man separate

Psalm 139:14; Mark 10:6-9

 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his

wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery—but I

am talking about Christ and the church.- Husbands, love your wives, just as

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. - ...love your wives, and

do not be harsh with them. - Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in

the Lord. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

Ephesians 5:31-32; 25; Colossians 3:18-21

  Marriage is God’s gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church. In

God-honoring families, husbands are to sacrificially lead and love their wives

like Christ loved the church. Wives are to lovingly submit to the Christ-centered

leadership of their husbands. Parents are to raise their children in the discipline

and instruction of the Lord that they may know Christ. Children are to obey their

father and mother in everything so to honor their parents and please the Lord.
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  The nuclear family has nothing to do with the nuclear bomb other than sharing a

similarly devastating effect if it is compromised.   The nuclear family is comprised of

one man and one woman and their children. Although the concept is God's good

design from the beginning, the term 'nuclear family' was coined in the 1920s and

means nucleus or core.  It carries with it the idea of the nucleus, the nuts, and bolts of

society.  Throughout human history, Satan has sought to destroy this basic fabric of

society by distorting and disrupting God's good design and family unit. His first

attempt was successful. He seduced Eve to make a rebellious spiritual decision while

the husband stood passively by. This devastating decision was a rebellion against

God's good command and a reversal of God's good design of marriage and male

headship. 

“On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois (Bor-zwah)

family, based? On capital, on private gain. In its completely developed

form, this family exists only among the bourgeoisie,”              Karl Marx           

He went on to say that under his proposed way of life called Marxism, this type of

family unit will die as it loses its fuel of greed and capitalism.    

“The bourgeois family will vanish as a matter of course when its

complement vanishes, and both will vanish with the vanishing of

capital.”                                                                                   Karl Marx     
  Since this original attack on God's design of the family, there have been many

opponents of the nuclear family.   The LGBTQ movement is one sizable opponent that

started in the 60's and has now, by slight of hand, managed to align itself with the

racial civil rights movement to go mainstream. One of the more recent efforts against

the nuclear family is the 'Black Lives Matter' movement.  This group has Marxist ties

and groups racial inequality in with the LGBTQ agenda and seeks to abolish all forms

of systemic oppression and racism.  On their website, in their core beliefs section, this

group once promised to abolish the idea of the nuclear family.   Although, because of

public pressure, they have since taken this wording off their website, the mantra is still

in the hearts and minds of many of its core leaders.   

"The Nuclear Family was a mistake. The family structure we’ve held up as the cultural

ideal for the past half-century has been a catastrophe for many. It’s time to figure

out better ways to live together." -David Brooks  (Article in The Atlantic, Mar. 2020)    

Cultural woes and foes

  As we have already discussed the nuclear family unit isn't man's invention; It's God's

design, so any slick perpetrator who attempts to malign this family unit and say it is

man's outdated attempt at an upper-class utopia is within the influence of Satan. Karl

Marx was one such perpetrator. He preferred the term 'Bourgeois Families' and said

this family unit was invented out of greed and power. 

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her,

and he ate it."                                                                       Genesis 3:6    
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The Family, Sexual Ethics and Flourishing 
"God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is

composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a

lifetime. It is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and

to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate

companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and

the means for procreation of the human race..."              Baptist Faith and Message

  There are many studies that indicate the breakdown of the family leads a society

into a death spin.  

“Mary Eberstadt’s (E-ber-stat's) recent research into mass killings, the substantial rise in

mental health issues including depression, and the explosion of identity politics is a

“primal scream” due to the loss of identity that was once provided by growing up in a

long-term, immediate family with siblings and a sizable group of cousins, aunts and

uncles, all of which provided identity—essential for well-being. Eberstadt shows and

documents from various studies that this decimation of the family was a direct

consequence of the sexual revolution at the end of the 20th century. Her research

indicates that increased sexual freedom led to the decimation of the family, which

resulted in the loss of family identity, which produces Eberstadt’s ‘primal screams’—a

massive increase in mental health issues, mass killings, and the rise of extreme identity

groups at war with each other … all symptoms of a society rapidly spiraling into

collapse.”                                                                                                     Kirk Durston  

(Why Sexual Morality May be Far More Important than You Ever Thought)

  One of the more substantial works in this field of study is the massive 600+ page

book "Sex and Culture".  It is a remarkable book summarizing a lifetime of research by

Oxford social anthropologist J.D. Unwin.  Although Uwin was not particularly religious

he was meticulous, rational, and thorough in his research of 86 societies and how

sexual freedom or restriction correlates to a society's flourishing or decline. This work

published in 1934 indicates that there is the strongest correlation between sexual

freedom and the collapse of society. His findings also conclude that the biblical

sexual ethic ("The most powerful combination was pre-nuptial chastity coupled with

absolute monogamy") is the strongest indicator to a flourishing society.  These

findings seem to be controversial to most people in our day, yet aren't surprising to

the Christian since the bible has held this view from the very beginning.  

  Let us as Christians tenaciously hold these sacred truths with gracious loving hearts

and let us also be reminded of how Christ came full of grace and truth.  Truth without

Grace is mean; grace without truth is meaningless.  Let's seek them both as we love

God and others in this world of hate and lies!

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen

his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, 

full of grace and truth."                                                                    John 1:14
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  Philosopher and professor Kirk Durston summarizes Unwins life's work below: 

1.Effect of sexual constraints: Increased sexual constraints, either pre or post-nuptial, always

led to increased flourishing of a culture. Conversely, increased sexual freedom always led to

the collapse of a culture three generations later. 

2.Single most influential factor: Surprisingly, the data revealed that the single most

important correlation with the flourishing of a culture was whether pre-nuptial chastity was

required or not. It had a very significant effect either way.

3.Highest flourishing of culture: The most powerful combination was pre-nuptial chastity

coupled with “absolute monogamy”. Rationalist cultures that retained this combination for at

least three generations exceeded all other cultures in every area, including literature, art,

science, furniture, architecture, engineering, and agriculture. Only three out of the eighty-six

cultures studied ever attained this level.

4.Effect of abandoning prenuptial chastity: When strict prenuptial chastity was no longer

the norm, absolute monogamy, deism, and rational thinking also disappeared within three

generations.

5.Total sexual freedom: If total sexual freedom was embraced by a culture, that culture

collapsed within three generations to the lowest state of flourishing — which Unwin describes

as “inert” and at a “dead level of conception” and is characterized by people who have little

interest in much else other than their own wants and needs. At this level, the culture is usually

conquered or taken over by another culture with greater social energy.

6.Time lag: If there is a change in sexual constraints, either increased or decreased restraints,

the full effect of that change is not realized until the third generation.          (kirkdurston.com)  

  The family, as designed by God, is the only way to real human flourishing. Therefore

Christians should not be intimidated by a mob mentality that seeks to redefine God's

good design to suit their own passions. Our society has given its core identity over to

sexual passion. This is why we hear identity language as people explain their sexual

orientation.  In a culture that worships its own belly, the only sin is telling someone their

passion is a sin.  This culture now hates everything about the biblical sexual ethic

including saving yourself for marriage showcased by this article blasting the "purity

movement" as shaming and emotionally damaging. 

 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number

of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.               2 Timothy 4:3

How an Abstinence Pledge in the ’90s Shamed a Generation of Evangelicals.  The

Christian “purity” movement promoted a strict view of abstinence before marriage.

But two decades later, some followers are grappling with unforeseen aftershocks.                        

Clyde Haberman  (Article in Newyork Times Published April 6, 2021)

 
  Jesus teaches us to deny ourselves and control our passions for the glory of God and

good of others.  This, in essence, is our Christian doctrine; Love God all your heart soul

mind and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.  As we follow Christ's words

"deny yourself", the culture falls further into it's mantra "be true to yourself", so the

collision course is well underway. Jesus told us the world would hate us and now we

are getting a taste of this in the west.  So, as the current culture sinks further into

passion worship, the regression shouldn't come as a surprise to us as Paul reminds us of

our day...   

https://www.nytimes.com/by/clyde-haberman


Conclusions

God designed the family as the Foundational institution of society

The family is designed by God and is foundational for any flourishing society.  An

attack on God's design of the family is a direct attack on the goodness of God and

against human flourishing itself.  A community that disregards God's good design of

the family not only distorts the goodness of God but will also pay a devastating cost

for generations to come.   

"The Nuclear Family was a mistake. The family structure we’ve held up as the cultural ideal for the past

half-century has been a catastrophe for many. It’s time to figure out better ways to live together."  

-David Brooks  (Article in The Atlantic, Mar. 2020)  

Marriage is God’s gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to

provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate

companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards.

Sex is a beautiful gift inside of this designed covenant.  Sex is devastating and

sinful outside of God's design. To abuse or distort this design is to preach a false

gospel.  In God-honoring families, parents are to love one another, honor Christ first,

and raise their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord that they may

know Christ.  Children are to honor their father and mother.

  But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and

female. ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold

fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no

longer two but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let

not man separate.”                                                            Mark 10:6-9

G E N E S I S  T W O

Therefore we should Protect God's design of family and marriage

The family is constituted by marriage.  Marriage is a covenant relationship of

one man and one woman under God as the man leaves the authority structure

of his parents and joins together with his wife to form a new authority structure

under God ripe for the healthy rearing of the next generation.   

S T h e r e f o r e  a  m a n  s h a l l  l e a v e  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  h o l d

f a s t  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  a n d  t h e y  s h a l l  b e c o m e  o n e  f l e s h .

G e n e s i s  2 : 2 4

God's Design for Family

 Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of the builders is

wasted. - My child, listen when your father corrects you.

Don’t neglect your mother’s instruction. What you learn from

them will crown you with grace and be a chain of honor

around your neck.”                   Psalm 127:1, Proverbs 6:20

...families should seek to Glorify God as they live within His design  

5th Bedrock Truth
ermon

T H F B C    

  Genesis 2:24
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6God created humans with the ability to choose and

holds them responsible for their choices.
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any

tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”..                         

Genesis 2:16-17

  God made man with the freedom to choose and the ability to make choices.  Moral

agency is an individual's ability to make moral judgments based on their ability to

discern right from wrong and to be held accountable for these actions. A free will is

the ability to move about in freedom and to think and choose.  In Genesis 2:24a God

said, “you are free to eat from any tree in the garden…”. This means we were created

with a certain freedom to exercise our God-given minds, emotions, and wills to make

choices that reflect the character of God to the rest of creation.  In essence, this is

what it means to be created in the image of God...  to reflect Him...  to showcase

God's goodness...  To be image-bearers means to make choices for the glory of God

and the good of others, and to rule creation in a way that reflects God's goodness.  

  God continues his thought in Genesis 2:24b, “…but you must not eat from the tree of

the knowledge of good and evil…”  Along with this freedom granted by God, He gives

commands in order to train us in our freedom for our purpose as image-bearers, for

our own health, for the health and flourishing human society, and for the glory of God.

God's commands are to be followed.  He is our King.   

  The bible speaks to our moral choice in verses like... 

Deuteronomy 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have

set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and

your offspring may live,” and Joshua 24:15 “choose you this day whom you will serve.”     

  God finishes his sentence in Genesis 2:24c, “…for when you eat from it you will

certainly die.” Consequences follow our wrong choices.  Yes, humanity can choose

but we are held accountable for our bad choices.   God holds us responsible for our

lifestyle choices, thoughts, attitudes, motives, words, actions, inaction, and our

response to truth.

Man is a free moral agent

W E E K  7

For each will have to bear his own load. Do not be deceived: God is not

mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who

sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who

sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” 

 - For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and

there is no partiality.                                Galatians 6:7-8; Colossians 3:25
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For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no

partiality - But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers,

the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the

lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death. Or do you not know

that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 

Colossians 3:25; Revelation 21:8

The Bible teaches plainly that humanity is held responsible for its choices.

We are held responsible for our lifestyle - 

We are held responsible for our attitudes - 
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from

you, along with all malice. - For the word of God is living and active, sharper than

any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of

marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.                                               

Ephesians 4:31; Hebrews 4:12
We are held responsible for our motives - 

Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by

them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven - All the

ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirit - Do nothing

from rivalry or conceit but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.                  

Matthew 6:1; Proverbs 16:2; Philippians 2:3
We are held responsible for our inaction - 

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. - But woe

to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and

the love of God. - These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. -

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his

household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.                                           

James 4:17; Luke 11:42; 1 Timothy 5:8

We are held responsible for our words - 

I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word

they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words, you will be

condemned. - Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is

good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.                 

Matthew 12:36-37; Ephesians 4:29

We are held responsible for our response to the light (truth) given us-   

Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light. - For

when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law,

these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of

the Law written in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts

alternately accusing or else defending them, - Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,

Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you,

they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. Nevertheless, I say to

you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you.                

John 3:19; Romans 2:14-15; Matthew 11:23-24

We are held responsible for our choices
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  We were designed with freedom by an unlimited and completely sovereign being. 

What does it mean that God is sovereign?

1. God has Ultimate Rank

    There is no one or nothing higher or more deserving of our worship.

2. God has Ultimate Rights

    There is no other Creator/owner; No one can tell God what He “ought” to do

"The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.” 

-Proverbs 16:9   

Our freedom is given by a sovereign God

"What do we mean by the sovereignty of God? We mean the supremacy

of God, the kingship of God, the god-hood of God. To say that God is

Sovereign is to declare that God is God. To say that God is Sovereign is

to declare that He is the Most High, doing according to His will in the army

of Heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, so that none can stay

His hand or say unto Him what doest Thou? (Dan. 4:35). To say that God is

Sovereign is to declare that He is the "Only Potentate, the King of kings,

and Lord of lords" (1 Tim. 6:15). Such is the God of the Bible."                                          

A.W. Pink  

3. God has Ultimate Freedom

    There are no restrictions to God’s freedom outside of Himself

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and

the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the

kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor

come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in

your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. - The Lord has

established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. - He who is

the blessed and only Sovereign, ..the King of kings and Lord of lords,….to the King

of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever. Amen 

1 Chronicles 29:11-12;  Psalm 103:19; 1 Timothy 6:15; 1:17

All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according

to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and

none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”  - Has the potter no

right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use

and another for dishonorable use?                                 Daniel 4:35; Romans 9:21

Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases …Why are the people

making useless plans? - The kings of the earth prepare to fight, and their leaders

make plans together against the Lord and his appointed one….But the one who

sits in heaven laughs; the Lord makes fun of them.           Psalm 115:3; Psalm 2:1-4
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  What does it mean that God is sovereign? (continued) 

5. God has Ultimate Rule

    There is no one or nothing who can thwart God’s plan so He is in control

4. God has Ultimate Power

    There is no one or nothing more powerful than God so His ability is limitless

O Lord, God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the

kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is able

to withstand you. - know that you can do all things and that no purpose of yours

can be thwarted. - The Lord of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it be,

and as I have purposed, so shall it stand. - Many are the plans in the mind of a

man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

2 Chronicles 20:6; Job 42:2; Isaiah 14:24; Proverbs 19:21

 Who has spoken and it came to pass unless the Lord has commanded it? - I know

that you can do all things - For nothing will be impossible with God.”            

Lamentations 3:37; Job 42:2; Luke 1:37

Governments are under God's rule

he (God) removes kings and sets up kingdoms.. - He makes nations great, and

he destroys them; he enlarges nations, and leads them away. - Let every

person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except

from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.

Daniel 2:21; Job 12:23; Romans 13:1

Nature is under God's rule

He changes times and seasons; - You cause the grass to grow for the livestock

and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth food from the earth. - 

I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, 

I am the Lord, who does all these things. - Look at the birds of the air: they

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds

them. Are you not of more value than they?

Daniel 2:21; Psalm 104:14; Isaiah 45:7; Matthew 6:26

Seemingly Random Events are under God’s rule

The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord. - Are not two

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside

your Father’s care.                                             Proverbs 16:33; Matthew 10:29

The number of our days are under God’s rule

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of

them, - the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them

A man’s days are determined, and the number of his months is with you, and

you have appointed his limits that he cannot pass,          Psalm 139:16; Job 14:5
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The Hearts of men are under God’s rule
The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it

wherever he will. - For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for

his good pleasure. - But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did

not listen to them, as the LORD had spoken to Moses.

Proverbs 21:1; Philippians 2:13; Exodus 9:12

Our good deeds are under God’s rule

And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only

against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the

presence of the Lord. - For by him all things were created, in heaven and on

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities  

- all things were created through him and for him. - What do you want with me,

Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!

Job 1:12; Colossians 1:16; Mark 5:7

Satan and Demons are under God’s rule

All things are under God’s ultimate rule

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.                   Ephesians 2:10 

Putting everything in subjection under his feet. Now in putting everything in

subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet

see everything in subjection to him. - Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all

flesh. Is anything too hard for me?                      Hebrews 2:8; Jeremiah 32:27

  God is sovereign and man is held responsible for his choices.  The Bible upholds

these two glorious truths.  It is encouraging to know that God is sovereign even over

our choices.  God takes our mess and makes it a ministry!  God uses our pain for his

purposes!  When we begin to doubt this truth let us remember the story of Joseph

who's story typified the story of Jesus. His own brother's evil actions against him led to

their own salvation!  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

  As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it

about that many people should be saved - This man (Jesus) was handed over

to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of

wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.                   

Genesis 50:20, Acts 2:23

  There are at least three helpful things contemplating the sovereignty of God does to

a believer's heart. First, It should guard our hearts against pride. God’s sovereignty

leads his people to humility. Secondly, God's sovereignty should guard our hearts

against worry. It leads us to trust in Him knowing he works all things together for our

good and his glory. Thirdly, understanding God's sovereignty should guard our hearts

against false worship. God’s sovereignty leads our minds to awe and our hearts to

worship the one true God.

Ultimate Rule (continued)
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  Man's freedom and God's sovereignty have always been at the center of Christian

orthodoxy.  That people by faith would confess to gladly submit to and follow after

Jesus is what it has always meant the be a 'Christ-ian'.  One of the earliest Christian

confessions was "Jesus is Lord".  This was indeed a deeply spiritual affirmation, but it

was also a political statement in the first-century Roman world.   'Caesar is Lord' was

the prevailing confession of the day, in fact, it was written on the coinage.  It was a

major security risk for people to be baptized into the Christian confession 'Jesus is

Lord'. In many cases, this confession meant the destruction of the family's social

status, a complete loss of livelihood, or even death.  But in early Christianity, there

was no question of God's sovereign reign in the hearts and minds of all true believers.  

This indeed was basically what it meant to become a Christian.  To accept his

salvation was to accept his sovereign lordship over one's heart and life.  The rest of

life was the Spirit-led process of learning to use their freedom to reflect the glory of

their God, Savior, and King.

"If you think I will swear by the genius of Caesar then you don't know who I am.  

Hear me clearly... I am a Christian" -Polycarp  (Bishop of Smyrna, martyr 155 A.D.)    Cultural woes and foes

  Today, Jesus is our savior, but is He our Lord?  There seems to be a question of God's

sovereignty even within the ranks of Christianity. This is the fake question of the comfy

church of the west.  When a culture has historically backed your confession every step

of the way it's really hard to know if you truly love the sovereign God or your own

comforts.  As our secular culture rapidly turns away from God and viciously into its

own passions the social pressures will take out the middle ground of fake nominal

Christianity. The true church will always stand on the true confession of "Jesus is Lord"

and persecution will further remove the wheat from the chaff.  Jesus is King of kings

and Lord of lords.  He is the Lord of life and salvation.  

“that if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in your

heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with

the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth,

confession is made unto salvation."                                  Romans 10:9-10                    

His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and

gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with

unquenchable fire. - Let both grow together until the harvest, and at

harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them

in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.  

Matthew 13:30; 3:12

On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, 

King of kings and Lord of lords. 

                                                                                               Revelation 19:16



Conclusions

God made us moral agents; Capable of choice & accountable for choices

Moral agency is an individual's ability to make moral judgments based on their ability

to discern right from wrong and to be held accountable for these actions.  A free

will is the ability to move about in freedom and to think and choose. Humans were

created free, yet God is a much freer being.  He is able to exercise His sovereignty

over our choices to work evil against itself for His glory and our ultimate good. 

Therefore, we are held responsible for our choices...

The Bible teaches that God is sovereign and man is held responsible for his

thoughts, attitudes, motives, words, and actions as well as inaction.  We should

be careful to make sure our choices line up with God's character and his

commands, knowing that our bad choices have dire consequences, yet we

should also rejoice that our freedom never places a limit on God. 

"All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things

build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.  So, whether you eat

or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. - I know that you can do all things,

and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.              1 Corinthians 10:23-24; 31; Job 42:2  

To be human is to be reflecting God.  As you go about life and make choices you

are either a good reflection of God to the rest of creation or a poor one.  We should

do all things for the glory of God.  We should also rest in the sovereignty of God;

That our freedom never thwarts God's plan... His will shall be accomplished! 

  For each will have to bear his own load. Do not be deceived: God is

not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the

one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but

the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.”         

 - For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done,

and there is no partiality.                Galatians 6:7-8; Colossians 3:25

S A n d  t h e  L o r d  G o d  c o m m a n d e d  t h e  m a n ,  “ Y o u  a r e  f r e e  t o  e a t  f r o m  a n y  t r e e  i n

t h e  g a r d e n ;  b u t  y o u  m u s t  n o t  e a t  f r o m  t h e  t r e e  o f  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  g o o d  a n d

e v i l ,  f o r  w h e n  y o u  e a t  f r o m  i t  y o u  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  d i e . ” .

G e n e s i s  2 : 1 6 - 1 7

  As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for

good, to bring it about that many people should be saved -

- This man (Jesus) was handed over to you by God’s

deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help

of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.                   

Genesis 50:20, Acts 2:23

God's Moral Agents

Furthermore, as creatures made in God's image, we are to obey His

word, reflect His righteousness, & rest in His sovereignty.  

Bedrock Truth 6ermon

T H F B C    

  Genesis 2:16-17
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7 We have an enemy, Satan, who seeks to kill, steal, &

destroy through lies and questioning God's goodness

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not

eat from any tree in the garden’?”                                             Genesis 3:1

The serpent is called the devil, Satan, the deceiver of the whole world, the enemy,

Beelzebub, The father of lies, the accuser, and many more identifiers in the Bible.

Satan means adversary, one who plots against. The devil plots against God's plan,

people, and purposes. Our enemy is strong. Our enemy is dangerous. Our enemy lies.

Our enemy hates us, our marriages, and our children. Yet our enemy is defeated. He

and his demons were disarmed at the cross. Demons flee from Jesus. 

The Adversary

W E E K  8

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like

a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. - “What do you want with us,

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the

Holy One of God!” - He (Jesus) disarmed the rulers and authorities and put

them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. - The demons begged

Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” He gave them

permission...            1  Peter 5:8; Mark 1:24;Colossians 2:15; Mark 5:12-13a

The ancient serpent is our great enemy.  He is the crafty deceiver of the whole world.

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called

the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world, he was thrown down

to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.      Revelation 12:9

 The enemy's work is against God and people created in the image of God.  Satan

attacks God's word.  He lies.  In relation to the nations of the world, Satan has been

and is deceiving them (Rev 20:3). In relation to unbelievers, Satan blinds their minds

so that they will not accept the gospel (2 Co 4:4). If the Word is planted, then he

comes and snatches it away (Lk 8:12).  In relation to the believer, Satan may tempt

him to lie (Ac 5:3), seduces him to immorality (1 Co 7:5), will accuse and slander him

(Rev 12:10), hinders his work for God in any way possible (1 Th 2:18), employs demons to

try to defeat him (Eph 6:11–12), sows tares among believers in order to deceive (Mt

13:38–39), and sometimes incites persecutions against them (Rev 2:10). In addition to

these specifics, he is always trying to get the Christian to follow a counterfeit plan

instead of doing the good and pleasing will of God (Rom. 12:1-2).
Ryrie, C. C. (1972). A survey of Bible doctrine. Chicago: Moody Press.
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You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.

You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.

Ezekiel 28:14

And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him

do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. -

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities  - all things were created

through him and for him. - What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High

God? In God’s name don’t torture me!                 Job 1:12; Colossians 1:16; Mark 5:7

He is limited by God

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a

murderer from the beginning and has nothing to do with the truth because there is

no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and

the father of lies. - The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.                                         

John 8:44; John 10:10 

Who is Satan?

He is a created being; an angel (cherubim)

He is a fallen angel
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down

to the ground, you who laid the nations low! - You were the signet of perfection, full

of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God… You were

anointed guardian cherub… till unrighteousness was found in you… you were filled

with violence in your midsts, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from

the mountain of God, and I destroyed you. - And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall

like lightning from heaven.                           Isaiah 14:12; Ezekiel 28:12-19; Luke 10:18

His original sin was pride
You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God. I will set my

throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; I

will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.                     

Isaiah 14:13-14

He is beautiful and tempting like an angel of light
And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.

2 Corinthians 11:14
He is crafty

But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will

be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.               2 Corinthians 11:3

He is a thief, murderer, and the father of all lies

He is powerful and sets up this world with deceit.

We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil

one. - In which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of

disobedience. - The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that

they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the

image of God. -                                                                 1 John 5:19; Ephesians 2:2
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He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because

there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a

liar and the father of lies.                                                                John 8:44

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing

good and evil.”                                                                                     Genesis 3:4-5

He attacks the validity God's word

she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with

her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were

naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. - “I

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I

hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree

of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave

to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”  Then the Lord God said to

the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent

deceived me, and I ate.”                                                             Genesis 3:6-7;  12-13 

Where is Satan's primary attack?

He attacks through lies.  He is a master manipulator and compulsive liar.

He attacks your knowledge and understanding of God's word

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the

garden’?”  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees

in the garden,  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the

midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to

the woman, “You will not surely die.                                                      Genesis 3:1-4

He attacks God's character
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like

God, knowing good and evil.”                                                                   Genesis 3:5       

He attacks by appealing to emotions and pride

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good

and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was

a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,

Genesis 3:4-6
He attacks your level of contentment

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight

to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its

fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.

Genesis 3:6
He attacks the family

He attacks by deceiving the world
We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil

one. - In which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of

disobedience. - The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that

they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the

image of God. -                                                                 1 John 5:19; Ephesians 2:2
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  Satan is the king of propaganda.  He is called the father of lies. He is good at

making people see things wrongly.  If he can control the information sources he can

set up a pattern of wrong thinking to deceive the entire world.  

  Many times people see Satan around every bush in their life.  This is not necessarily

true.  Demons (fallen angels Revelation 12:4; 9) are around and have an influence on

people for sure. Yet, the bible teaches us about 3 enemies; Satan the world, and the

flesh. Satan's focus is on controlling the information sources to set up the way of the

world.  Satan is alive and working all over the world, but in our nation his presence is

clearly in Nashville where we write our songs, in LA where we make our movies, in D.C.

where we make our laws, and on college campuses where we train our students,

thinkers, and teachers.  This blinds the minds of unbelievers.  

By the skillful and sustained use of propaganda, one can make a people see even

heaven as hell or an extremely wretched life as paradise.                  -Adolf Hitler     Cultural woes and foes

The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they

cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is

the image of God.                                                         2 Corinthians 4:4

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should

surprise you like a thief.  You are all children of the light and children of

the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness.  So then, let

us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober.  For

those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at

night.  But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith

and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 

 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in

fact you are doing.                                  1 Thessalonians 5:4-5; 8; 11

  Furthermore, as believers, we are to be the "salt of the earth", and to "let our light

shine before others, that they may see our good deeds and glorify your Father in

heaven"  We are to walk in the light (1 Jn 1:5-10) and identify as people of the light.     

  In contrast, Christians are to praise the God of light, love, and salvation and seek to

sacrificially serve and glorify him as his redeemed image-bearers. We are not to

conform to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewal of our minds

by knowing and identifying with the truth of Gods word.   

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to

offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is

your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be

able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and

perfect will.                                                                          Romans 12:1-2
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Light (truth) takes back evil territory

  Scripture paints a much different picture when it comes to thinking about,

applying, and teaching truth to people who don't want to hear it. Christians are

told to love their enemies, do good to people who despitefully use them, and

persecute them, yet never compromise the truth.  We are told to stand on the

truth with grace and compassion and to speak the truth in love. We are to love,

listen, cancel not, and be ready to expose the lies that the enemy uses to destroy

them.  Truth, the light, takes back evil territory from the Adversary.   

W E E K  8

   We live in a cancel culture. The MLB recently (March, 2021) cancelled Georgia

when they pulled their Allstar game from Atlanta in protest of GA legislators

passing "voter suppression" laws. This cancelation was done without any

articulation of why they labelled the laws as "voter suppression" and without

bothering to read nor hear the other side of the argument. This type of thing

happens all to often in our culture in these recent days.  Our culture would

rather troll you, shut you up, get you fired, and/or call you names, rather than

have an actual, factual civil dialogue. And this is on both sides of the political

aisle. This is sad and immature. Immaturity, among other things, is the selfish

impatience with careful thought and communication.  Often this is coupled with

an inability to articulate an idea thoroughly, nor see from another perspective.

The childish playground scuffle is usually over something insignificant, is poorly

argued, quickly devolves into vulgar momma jokes, and ends with name-calling,

hatred, and canceling. A political argument on Twitter is oddly similar.

   The concept of canceling, and punishing someone based upon their "wrong",

"outdated", or "hateful" ideas is not a new one. Nebuchadnezzar did this. Adolf

Hitler did this. Stalin did this; ...and so on goes the long list of kings, totalitarian

regimes, and politically right-wing and left-wing dictators throughout world

history. All of these nasty tyrannies destroyed lives, devastated societies, and

always ended badly. Thankfully, in the US, we haven't reached that level of

devastation at this point, but make no mistake, a culture that doesn't care about

truth will soon learn the hard way how evil propaganda can be. 

  If you easily dismiss facts and cancel every slightly divergent voice in society

that you deem 'dangerous' or 'hateful' (Mr. Potato Head) then you are on a

witch-hunt even if you aren't looking for actual witches.  The Salem witch trials

were an ugly side of humanity that coupled paranoia with a cancel culture, in

the name of public safety, and tossed out the facts. This weird point of human

history serves as a reminder for all civilized people to thoroughly investigate the

facts before making firm conclusions to punish people even (or perhaps

especially) when it concerns public safety.  

“If liberty means anything at all it means the right to tell people

what they do not want to hear."        George Orwell  (Writer)

Cancel Culture



Conclusions

We have an enemy, Satan, who seeks to kill, steal, and destroy through lies

The ancient serpent is our great enemy.  The serpent is called Satan, Lucifer, The

Devil, The Enemy, Beelzebub, The Father of Lies, The Accuser, and many more. 

 Satan means adversary, one who plots against.  The devil plots against God's plan,

people, and purposes.  Our enemy is strong.  Our enemy is dangerous.  Our enemy

lies.  Our enemy hates us, our marriages, and our children.  Yet our enemy is

defeated. He and his demons were disarmed at the cross.  Demons flee from Jesus.

Therefore, armor up, submit to God, resist the devil, & he will flee.

We should be ready to fight against the enemy's temptations and lies. Ephesians

6:10-18 tells us to suit up with the armor of God.  This means to be alert, arm

yourselves with God's word, and shield yourselves with faith in God's good rule.

James 4:6-7 teaches us to humble ourselves, submit to God, resist the devil, and

he will flee from you.  God gives us exactly what we need to war against the

adversary and take back lost spiritual ground for the kingdom.  Mainly, Jesus.

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help us in our time of need. - and do not give the devil a foothold. - But

thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.             

 Hebrews 4:16; Ephesians 4:27; 1 Corinthians 15:57  

We should be alert, we are in a battle!  Sleepy drivers make deathly mistakes. 

 Sleepy Christians are primed for a devastating attack from the enemy.  Don't let the

enemy in, be vigilant in fighting the desires of the flesh, and pray in the Spirit at all

times.  We have an advocate in Christ who helps us in our weakness!  Cling to Jesus.

 Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor

of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s

schemes. - Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he

will flee from you.                              Ephesians 6:10-11; James 4:7

S N o w  t h e  s e r p e n t  w a s  m o r e  c r a f t y  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  w i l d  a n i m a l s  t h e  L o r d  G o d

h a d  m a d e .  H e  s a i d  t o  t h e  w o m a n ,  “ D i d  G o d  r e a l l y  s a y ,  ‘ Y o u  m u s t  n o t  e a t

f r o m  a n y  t r e e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n ’ ? ”

G e n e s i s  3 : 1

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls

around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. - And the

great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called

the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world, he was thrown

down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.   

1  Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:9

The Adversary

Furthermore, don't give the devil a foothold, stay close to Jesus, & go

boldly before the throne of grace to find mercy in your time of need.

Bedrock Truth 7ermon
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  Genesis 3:1
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8 We have a sin problem that has infected our nature;

Incapable of healing ourselves, we are terminally ill.

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and

ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

Genesis 3:6

W E E K  9

  Death came through the first sin and has dominated mankind ever since.  We now

have suffering, pain, sickness, heartache, catastrophe, stress, evil, and death as a

normal part of the human experience in this world as a result of the fall.  At the fall,

mankind essentially lost judicial peace & relational openness with God along with

inheriting a struggle against nature and deep interpersonal relational hardship.  This

loss produced new neediness for all people.  Theologically, we call this neediness

man's depravity. The need that man first realized in their original sin (and has

exacerbated since) can only be remedied through the redemption that comes through

Jesus. Christ's sacrifice on the cross restores the peace and openness that was lost in

the garden. 

The Fall
  Adam and Eve fell.  They sinned.  They rebelled against God.  They went over the

boundary.  They missed the mark.  This event of the first sin of mankind is called the fall.

The fall brought sin and death into this world.

And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of

every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil

you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” -

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of

righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.          

Genesis 2:16-17; Romans 5:18

  We have a sin problem.  The Fall was the beginning of our problem. Our problem is

highlighted as the rest of Genesis' storyline unfolds.  A few sentences after the first sin

of Adam and Eve we see the first murder in the story of Cain and Able. A few

paragraphs later we see Lamech bragging about all of his murders and taking wives

as his property.  Within 6 chapters of a very long book, God said, "every intention of

the thoughts of man's heart was only evil continually."  We have a sin problem.   

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in

Christ Jesus our Lord. - And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no

other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Romans 6:23; Acts 4:12

The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that

every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

Genesis 6:5
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  To show the extreme care one takes when handling an original masterpiece

consider a restoration project completed in the spring of 1999. A small team of

experts, led by the renowned Italian art restorer Pinin Brambilla, concluded the

mammoth task of cleaning and restoring Leonardo da Vinci's masterpiece, The Last

Supper. The painstakingly tediously process cost millions of dollars and took over 20

years, with conservators sometimes working on sections as small as 4 cm a day. To

get to the painting the team had to walk through a series of airlocks and they only

allow 15 people at a time because the moisture from your breath and your skin

particles would damage it. Pinin Brambilla, who died in 2020, understood that this

monumental project defined her artistic career and consumed half of her

professional life. 
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  Sin is rebellion against God.  When you rebel against God you are choosing to

separate yourself from the author and source of life and goodness.  When you

separate yourself from the source of life, death is what's left.  When you separate

yourself from the source of goodness you get the absence of goodness; Evil.    

  God created and ordered this universe in his goodness to bring life and flourishing.

Sin is the unraveling of this good design of life and flourishing.  Evil, in essence, is not

something within itself, it is merely the absence of goodness.  To put it another way,

sin is an un-ordering of God's good, ordered, life-giving creation.  It is the attempt to

uncreate or disorder God's good creation design.  Sin is altering a masterpiece.  If

anyone attempts to alter a world-renown painting in the slightest of ways, they would

be guilty of the gravest of crimes.  No one would dream of repainting a masterpiece

to suit their own fancy, unless they are insane.  Sin is insanity.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Saul of Tarsus

The Essence of Sin 

  We would never dream of altering such a masterpiece to suit our preference. 

 Creation is the greatest masterpiece of all time.  God is the greatest artist.  Sin is

the insane attempt by humanity to tweak or alter God's design to suit our own

preference or liking.  The slightest modification of God's design or word heinously

distorts and destroys it, spoiling its original harmony, purpose, wonder, and beauty.  

 Furthermore, sin spirals out of control invading and tainting every part of nature,

humanity, life, relationships, and flourishing.  Sin crouches at our door like an enemy.

Sin spreads like a disease.  Sin contaminates us from within.  Sin enslaves.  Sin kills.

Sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it. - Then

desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is fully grown,

brings forth death. - Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—

Psalm 51:5; Genesis 4:7;  James 1:15; Romans 5:12
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"I believe most people are good."

Luke Bryan

Overview of Sin  
  Throughout Christian history there have been a few false views of how sin has effected

humanity.  One such view is called Pelagianism (condemned Council of Carthage in 418

A.D and Ephesus 431 A.D.) Pelagius believed that people are born good.  Like Luke Bryan,

Pelagius would have agreed with these lyrics, "I believe most people are good

And most Mama's oughta qualify for sainthood."  Pelagius would be tapping his foot

singing along saying, "I believe this world ain't half as bad as it looks, I believe most

people are good, I believe them streets of gold are worth the work, but I'd still wanna go,

even if they were paved in dirt." In short, Pelagius was condemned as a heretic (one who

taught a false doctrine) because he thought people may need Jesus from time to time

but mostly, people are good and can do it on their own, so go ahead and work, work,

work your way to heaven without Jesus.

  Another similar view called Semi-Pelagianism (Condemned at the Council of Orange

in 529 A.D.) was adapted from Pelagius' original view.  In this wrong view, people

believed that we are born somewhat affected by sin, so we all need Jesus quite a bit. 

 This sounds eerily close to what many people today believe.  Yet this view was also

deemed unbiblical; which leaves us hungry for the actual biblical view.  

  The biblical view is called the Augustinian view of human depravity.  St. Augustine

took notice of his own heart.  He saw how he not only sinned but actually wanted the sin

for no good reason other than to be rebellious.  He realized that our problem goes much

deeper than Moma Odie's "Dig a little deeper", or Doobie Bros' "Jesus is just all right with

me." We are desperately sick and lost without him.  As he studied the scriptures he saw

the bible confirm his thoughts about his rebellious heart. Augustine teaches that we are

all born sinners, enslaved to sin, and completely diseased, deaf, blind, lame, mute, and

dead without Jesus.  Consequently, that's why Jesus came healing the sick, deaf, lame,

and mute and walking up to Lazarus' grave after he was dead (even stinking) and raising

the dead to show us what he was here to do in us spiritually; Defeat death. Praise Jesus!   

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can

understand it? - Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother

conceive me.- And you were dead in the trespasses and sins - everyone who

commits sin is a slave to sin. - For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is,

in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it

out. - He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin

and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. - And you, who

were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made

alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, - he who raised

Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his

Spirit who dwells in you.

Jer. 17:9; Ps. 51:5; Eph. 2:1; Jn. 8:34; Rom. 5:12; 1 Pet. 2:24; Col. 2:13; Rom. 8:11
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"I feel something so right, doing the wrong thing, 

And I feel something so wrong, doing the right thing 

Everything that kills me makes me feel alive"

Ryan Tedder (Counting Stars Lyrics)

Sin within us  
There are three ways the Bible tells us of how sin has infected and affected humanity

spiritually and practically.  The theological titles are 1) original sin, 2) Inherited sin, and 3)

personal sin.  Below is a brief description of each...

Original Sin / Imputed Sin: We are born guilty and in Adam's sin.

*Imputed sin refers to the guilt of the first sin which was imputed to humanity. 

Illustration: We are born with a negative bank account  

Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one

act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.

Romans 5:18 

“Truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.”

John 8:34 

We all have SINNED and fallen short of the Glory of God. 

- If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. 

Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8;  

Inherited Sin:  We are born with a sin nature – We are all slaves to Sin. 

*Inherited sin refers to the transferal of the sinful nature or tendency.

Illustration: We are born with a bad spending habit 

Personal Sin: We all sin and are therefore held responsible for our personal sin

*Personal sin refers to the sins that are committed by all individuals.

Illustration: We all overspend.  

  This first one sounds really unreasonable at first.  You may ask, "How could one be guilty

in Adam? or I thought I was only guilty when I first sinned?"  As difficult as it is to process,

it is theologically true that in Adam all sinned.  Adam is our federal head.  He is our

representative.  He represented all of humanity, so therefore all humanity is guilty by

representative association and therefore sin and guilt were imputed into you from Adam.  

Although this is tough to think about, the ramifications are monumental!  If Adam

spiritually represents us in sin and death, then Christ (the second Adam) can spiritually

represent us in righteousness and life!  

  Inherited sin refers to our tendencies to a particular sin.  We all have certain sinful

tendencies and temptations.  We may have different temptations but we all have

inclinations toward certain sinful attitudes or behaviors. Many times certain sinful

tendencies are handed down generationally. Often these inclinations are learned within

our environments. Sometimes they are learned through searching out weird curiosities. 

 Most of the time these tendencies are fed by the broad cultural sins of the day and fed

by peer pressure groups.  Yet, we all have a sinful nature from Adam.  
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  This new wave of progressive Christianity is not new nor progressive. In Jeremiah's

day, the same false prophets were shouting 'peace, peace when there was no peace.'  

Their own 'prophets' paved the way into the teeth of God's judgment! 

"For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have

secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our

God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord."         

-Jude 4    

Cultural woes and foes

“I’m not the first transgender person to be ordained in a Baptist church, I may be just

the second—and the first in a CBF church. I’m very grateful for those who have gone

before me, and am also very aware that we are all still pioneers in this space.”                             

-churchleaders.com
Baptist Church in Indiana Ordains the First Trans Pastor in Its Denomination By Stephanie Martin June 2, 2021

 

 

“I was unable to deny my love for Jesus but equally unable to make my love toward

women disappear.” - “But if you dig deep enough, I believe you will discover a God

that is bigger than your box.”- “If you persist in continually chipping away at your bad

theology, eventually the lies will crumble, and you will uncover nuggets of truth that will

set you free.”                                                                                    ― Amber Cantorna 
Refocusing My Family: Coming Out, Being Cast Out, and Discovering the True Love of God 

Sex outside of marriage can be holy, according to this Christian minister "Good

Christian Sex" is a Chicago pastor's attempt to free Christians from shame about

having sex outside of marriage.                                                        -religionnews.com

"Did God really say...? "                                                                              -The Serpent

“How could I love God with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength while disengaging

those very faculties every time I read the Bible?”                            -Rachel Head Evans

  Progressive Christianity can be hard to define because it’s an umbrella term for a lot

of different beliefs. But Alisa Childers (who was once part of a progressive Christian

church) hit the nail on the head when she summarized it this way in a recent post: 

"A lowered view of the Bible, Feelings are emphasized over facts, Essential Christian

doctrines are open for reinterpretation, Historic terms are redefined, The heart of the

gospel message shifts from sin and redemption to social justice." 

   The movement started in the early 2000's from the 'emergent' group and has

splintered and morphed substantially since.  As the Emergents distanced themselves

from a Christianity defined by beliefs and creeds, this different version of faith gained

popularity among those disillusioned and disenfranchised by evangelicalism. This

birthed “A New Kind of Christianity,” which titled Brian McLaren’s 2010 book. In it, he

argues that the Christian notion of a good creation being marred by original sin,

redemption by blood atonement, and the restoration of all things in heaven, to be

pagan ideas borrowed from Greco-Roman philosophy.  
(see How We Got Here: A History of Progressive Christianity Progressive Christianity Part 1)

  Here’s the danger. To the untrained ear, the progressive Christian message can

sound a lot like biblical Christianity. There’s talk of God, Jesus, the Bible, love, and

compassion, but these are wolves in sheep's clothing seeking to devour our children. 

https://churchleaders.com/author/stephanie-martin
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/57549919
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/57549919
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Therefore, we need a ______, Jesus,

who paid our sin debt on the cross.

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. - And there is

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name

under heaven given among men by which we must be

saved.”                                  Romans 6:23; Acts 4:12

Furthermore, we should _______ and repent of our sin,

turn to Jesus to find grace, rest, and salvation.

We have a ___ problem that has infected our nature;

Incapable of healing ourselves, we're terminally ill.

Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out. - For

by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may

boast.                                                                 Acts 3:19; Ephesian 2:8-9   

Conclusions

S
S o  w h e n  t h e  w o m a n  s a w  t h a t  t h e  t r e e  w a s  g o o d  f o r  f o o d ,  a n d  t h a t  i t

w a s  a  d e l i g h t  t o  t h e  e y e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  t r e e  w a s  t o  b e  d e s i r e d  t o

m a k e  o n e  w i s e ,  s h e  t o o k  o f  i t s  f r u i t  a n d  a t e ,  a n d  s h e  a l s o  g a v e  s o m e

t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  w h o  w a s  w i t h  h e r ,  a n d  h e  a t e .                 G e n e s i s  3 : 6

The Fall and our ne
ed
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  Genesis 3:6

but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for

when you eat from it you will certainly die., - Therefore, as one trespass

led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to

justification and life for all men. -                    Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:18


