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G E N E S I S  T W O

5God designed the family for His glory and as the

primary institution for the flourishing of society.

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to

his wife, and they shall become one flesh.                         Genesis 2:24

   The family is designed by God and is foundational for any flourishing society.

An attack on God's design of the family is a direct attack on the goodness of

God and against human flourishing itself. A community that disregards or

perverts God's good design of the family not only distorts the goodness of God

but will pay a devastating cost for generations to come.  

God's design of the Family

W E E K  6

  The family is constituted by marriage. Marriage is a lifelong covenant

relationship of one man and one woman joined together by God. Marriage is

formed as the man leaves the authority structure of his parents and joins

together with his wife to form a new authority structure under God, ripe for the

healthy rearing of the next generation.

 Wonderful are your works, O Lord; my soul knows it very well. - But from the

beginning of creation, God made them male and female. 'Therefore a man

shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall

become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. - Therefore,

what God has joined together, let not man separate

Psalm 139:14; Mark 10:6-9

 "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his

wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery—but I

am talking about Christ and the church.- Husbands, love your wives, just as

Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. - ...love your wives, and

do not be harsh with them. - Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in

the Lord. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

Ephesians 5:31-32; 25; Colossians 3:18-21

  Marriage is God’s gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church. In

God-honoring families, husbands are to sacrificially lead and love their wives

like Christ loved the church. Wives are to lovingly submit to the Christ-centered

leadership of their husbands. Parents are to raise their children in the discipline

and instruction of the Lord that they may know Christ. Children are to obey their

father and mother in everything so to honor their parents and please the Lord.
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  The nuclear family has nothing to do with the nuclear bomb other than sharing a

similarly devastating effect if it is compromised.   The nuclear family is comprised of

one man and one woman and their children. Although the concept is God's good

design from the beginning, the term 'nuclear family' was coined in the 1920s and

means nucleus or core.  It carries with it the idea of the nucleus, the nuts, and bolts of

society.  Throughout human history, Satan has sought to destroy this basic fabric of

society by distorting and disrupting God's good design and family unit. His first

attempt was successful. He seduced Eve to make a rebellious spiritual decision while

the husband stood passively by. This devastating decision was a rebellion against

God's good command and a reversal of God's good design of marriage and male

headship. 

“On what foundation is the present family, the bourgeois (Bor-zwah)

family, based? On capital, on private gain. In its completely developed

form, this family exists only among the bourgeoisie,”              Karl Marx           

He went on to say that under his proposed way of life called Marxism, this type of

family unit will die as it loses its fuel of greed and capitalism.    

“The bourgeois family will vanish as a matter of course when its

complement vanishes, and both will vanish with the vanishing of

capital.”                                                                                   Karl Marx     
  Since this original attack on God's design of the family, there have been many

opponents of the nuclear family.   The LGBTQ movement is one sizable opponent that

started in the 60's and has now, by slight of hand, managed to align itself with the

racial civil rights movement to go mainstream. One of the more recent efforts against

the nuclear family is the 'Black Lives Matter' movement.  This group has Marxist ties

and groups racial inequality in with the LGBTQ agenda and seeks to abolish all forms

of systemic oppression and racism.  On their website, in their core beliefs section, this

group once promised to abolish the idea of the nuclear family.   Although, because of

public pressure, they have since taken this wording off their website, the mantra is still

in the hearts and minds of many of its core leaders.   

"The Nuclear Family was a mistake. The family structure we’ve held up as the cultural

ideal for the past half-century has been a catastrophe for many. It’s time to figure

out better ways to live together." -David Brooks  (Article in The Atlantic, Mar. 2020)    

Cultural woes and foes

  As we have already discussed the nuclear family unit isn't man's invention; It's God's

design, so any slick perpetrator who attempts to malign this family unit and say it is

man's outdated attempt at an upper-class utopia is within the influence of Satan. Karl

Marx was one such perpetrator. He preferred the term 'Bourgeois Families' and said

this family unit was invented out of greed and power. 

“When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her,

and he ate it."                                                                       Genesis 3:6    
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The Family, Sexual Ethics and Flourishing 
"God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is

composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a

lifetime. It is God’s unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and

to provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate

companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and

the means for procreation of the human race..."              Baptist Faith and Message

  There are many studies that indicate the breakdown of the family leads a society

into a death spin.  

“Mary Eberstadt’s (E-ber-stat's) recent research into mass killings, the substantial rise in

mental health issues including depression, and the explosion of identity politics is a

“primal scream” due to the loss of identity that was once provided by growing up in a

long-term, immediate family with siblings and a sizable group of cousins, aunts and

uncles, all of which provided identity—essential for well-being. Eberstadt shows and

documents from various studies that this decimation of the family was a direct

consequence of the sexual revolution at the end of the 20th century. Her research

indicates that increased sexual freedom led to the decimation of the family, which

resulted in the loss of family identity, which produces Eberstadt’s ‘primal screams’—a

massive increase in mental health issues, mass killings, and the rise of extreme identity

groups at war with each other … all symptoms of a society rapidly spiraling into

collapse.”                                                                                                     Kirk Durston  

(Why Sexual Morality May be Far More Important than You Ever Thought)

  One of the more substantial works in this field of study is the massive 600+ page

book "Sex and Culture".  It is a remarkable book summarizing a lifetime of research by

Oxford social anthropologist J.D. Unwin.  Although Uwin was not particularly religious

he was meticulous, rational, and thorough in his research of 86 societies and how

sexual freedom or restriction correlates to a society's flourishing or decline. This work

published in 1934 indicates that there is the strongest correlation between sexual

freedom and the collapse of society. His findings also conclude that the biblical

sexual ethic ("The most powerful combination was pre-nuptial chastity coupled with

absolute monogamy") is the strongest indicator to a flourishing society.  These

findings seem to be controversial to most people in our day, yet aren't surprising to

the Christian since the bible has held this view from the very beginning.  

  Let us as Christians tenaciously hold these sacred truths with gracious loving hearts

and let us also be reminded of how Christ came full of grace and truth.  Truth without

Grace is mean; grace without truth is meaningless.  Let's seek them both as we love

God and others in this world of hate and lies!

"The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen

his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, 

full of grace and truth."                                                                    John 1:14
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  Philosopher and professor Kirk Durston summarizes Unwins life's work below: 

1.Effect of sexual constraints: Increased sexual constraints, either pre or post-nuptial, always

led to increased flourishing of a culture. Conversely, increased sexual freedom always led to

the collapse of a culture three generations later. 

2.Single most influential factor: Surprisingly, the data revealed that the single most

important correlation with the flourishing of a culture was whether pre-nuptial chastity was

required or not. It had a very significant effect either way.

3.Highest flourishing of culture: The most powerful combination was pre-nuptial chastity

coupled with “absolute monogamy”. Rationalist cultures that retained this combination for at

least three generations exceeded all other cultures in every area, including literature, art,

science, furniture, architecture, engineering, and agriculture. Only three out of the eighty-six

cultures studied ever attained this level.

4.Effect of abandoning prenuptial chastity: When strict prenuptial chastity was no longer

the norm, absolute monogamy, deism, and rational thinking also disappeared within three

generations.

5.Total sexual freedom: If total sexual freedom was embraced by a culture, that culture

collapsed within three generations to the lowest state of flourishing — which Unwin describes

as “inert” and at a “dead level of conception” and is characterized by people who have little

interest in much else other than their own wants and needs. At this level, the culture is usually

conquered or taken over by another culture with greater social energy.

6.Time lag: If there is a change in sexual constraints, either increased or decreased restraints,

the full effect of that change is not realized until the third generation.          (kirkdurston.com)  

  The family, as designed by God, is the only way to real human flourishing. Therefore

Christians should not be intimidated by a mob mentality that seeks to redefine God's

good design to suit their own passions. Our society has given its core identity over to

sexual passion. This is why we hear identity language as people explain their sexual

orientation.  In a culture that worships its own belly, the only sin is telling someone their

passion is a sin.  This culture now hates everything about the biblical sexual ethic

including saving yourself for marriage showcased by this article blasting the "purity

movement" as shaming and emotionally damaging. 

 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.

Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number

of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.               2 Timothy 4:3

How an Abstinence Pledge in the ’90s Shamed a Generation of Evangelicals.  The

Christian “purity” movement promoted a strict view of abstinence before marriage.

But two decades later, some followers are grappling with unforeseen aftershocks.                        

Clyde Haberman  (Article in Newyork Times Published April 6, 2021)

 
  Jesus teaches us to deny ourselves and control our passions for the glory of God and

good of others.  This, in essence, is our Christian doctrine; Love God all your heart soul

mind and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.  As we follow Christ's words

"deny yourself", the culture falls further into it's mantra "be true to yourself", so the

collision course is well underway. Jesus told us the world would hate us and now we

are getting a taste of this in the west.  So, as the current culture sinks further into

passion worship, the regression shouldn't come as a surprise to us as Paul reminds us of

our day...   

https://www.nytimes.com/by/clyde-haberman


Conclusions

God designed the family as the ___________ institution of society

The family is designed by God and is foundational for any flourishing society.  An

attack on God's design of the family is a direct attack on the goodness of God and

against human flourishing itself.  A community that disregards God's good design of

the family not only distorts the goodness of God but will also pay a devastating cost

for generations to come.   

"The Nuclear Family was a mistake. The family structure we’ve held up as the cultural ideal for the past

half-century has been a catastrophe for many. It’s time to figure out better ways to live together."  

-David Brooks  (Article in The Atlantic, Mar. 2020)  

Marriage is God’s gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to

provide for the man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate

companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards.

Sex is a beautiful gift inside of this designed covenant.  Sex is devastating and

sinful outside of God's design. To abuse or distort this design is to preach a false

gospel.  In God-honoring families, parents are to love one another, honor Christ first,

and raise their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord that they may

know Christ.  Children are to honor their father and mother.

  But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and

female. ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold

fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no

longer two but one flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let

not man separate.”                                                            Mark 10:6-9
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Therefore we should _______ God's design of family and marriage

The family is constituted by marriage.  Marriage is a covenant relationship of

one man and one woman under God as the man leaves the authority structure

of his parents and joins together with his wife to form a new authority structure

under God ripe for the healthy rearing of the next generation.   

S T h e r e f o r e  a  m a n  s h a l l  l e a v e  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  h o l d

f a s t  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  a n d  t h e y  s h a l l  b e c o m e  o n e  f l e s h .

G e n e s i s  2 : 2 4

God's Design for Family

 Unless the Lord builds a house, the work of the builders is

wasted. - My child, listen when your father corrects you.

Don’t neglect your mother’s instruction. What you learn from

them will crown you with grace and be a chain of honor

around your neck.”                   Psalm 127:1, Proverbs 6:20

...families should seek to ________ God as they live within His design  
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  Genesis 2:24


