
Bedrock Truth

 

G E N E S I S  O N E

3We can know God is good; all the time.
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very

good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Genesis 1:31

   The internal witness is our conscience given to us by our good creator. We

all have a conscience which is an awareness of right and wrong. 

WITNESSInternal

WITNESSNatural

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power

and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has

been made, so that people are without excuse.

Romans 1:20

W E E K  4

###

   God's goodness can be seen in nature.  A casual observer of creation will

see that there are so many beautiful, and intricately designed systems in this

universe for life to exist and flourish. Paul the Apostle says creation itself

communicates God's divine nature.

 Notice how Jesus points to natural systems to show the goodness of God.  

But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so

that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun

rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

Matthew 5:44-45

"For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law

requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law.

They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their

conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even

excuse them."                                                                            Romans 2:14-15

   These verses about our conscience, along with 28 other passages in the

New Testament, teach us that although a person can sear their conscience or

have a weak, wounded, or defiled conscience, that God has written His law in

every human heart. So internally, we all have an awareness that God, like a

Father, cares about how we are treated and how we treat one another.  

   God is relational.  God cares.  He implanted his goodness within our hearts.

God is good.



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

 The Bible also tells us that, “God is good.” Genesis 1, among other things,

thoroughly communicates God's goodness. The rest of the scriptures continue

to confirm this truth numerous times and in a variety of different ways to

remind our hearts that we can trust him.  This consistent theme of God's

goodness in the Bible teaches us that we can take refuge in him. 

WITNESS
Scriptural   

WITNESSGospel

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored (Continued)

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against

us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he

not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge

against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus

is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right

hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. And we know that for those

who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called

according to his purpose..”                                              Romans 8:31-34;28

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

 Jesus' life, death, and resurrection teach us the goodness of God even in the

midst of great tragedy.  On Satan's victory day, the day when Satan seemed

to win as he nailed the Son of God to a wooden cross for the world to see

him shamed and despised, God was actually doing the greatest act toward

sinful man the world has ever seen.  On a day when it seemed that all hope

was lost, God was actually bringing real hope and salvation to all his people. 

 The death of Jesus teaches us that we don't always have to understand

everything in the exact moment, but we can always trust him, even in tragedy,

to be doing the greatest good for all his people.  We should always

remember, the horrific event of Christ's death brings about the glorious event

of the resurrection!  With Jesus, death means life. Although we could be

facing a "death" moment, we can always know that, in Christ, glory is on its

way.

3 We can know God is good all the time

“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes

refuge in him! - Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you have

stored up for those who fear you and worked for those who take refuge

in you, in the sight of the children of mankind! - Every good gift and

every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change."  

                                                          Psalm 37:8; Psalm 31:19; James 1:17



 

G E N E S I S  O N E

5 Witnesses Who Cannot Be Wisely Ignored (Continued)

“And they have conquered him (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the

word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death...”                              

Revelation 12:11

K N O W  C R E A T O R  G O D

WITNESS
Testimonial      

The church is commissioned to tell everyone of God's goodness through his son

Jesus.  We are to tell people our stories.  This is one of the most powerful

things we can share.  We are to share our stories so others may know how they

also can trust God and be redeemed through Christ. Our own testimonies are

powerful stories of how God can be trusted even through difficult times.

Throughout the centuries God has used his church to showcase his good work

through trial in unique ways bringing beauty out of ashes, and joy from

mourning. (Isaiah 61:3).  God's truth, promises, and transformative work in our

personal testimonies shine forth the goodness of God.

“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he

went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done

for him."                                                                                              Luke 8:39

3 We can know God is good all the time

“My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of salvation all the

day, for their number is past my knowledge. With the mighty deeds of the Lord

God I will come; I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone. O God,

from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim

your might to another generation, your power to all those to come..”                                   

Psalm 71:15-18

“Come and hear,  all you who fear God, 

and I will tell what he has done for my soul.”                                 Psalm 66:16                    

“But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to

make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in

you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,"                                     1 Peter 3:15
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G E N E S I S  O N E

We can know that God is good; all the time.

W E E K  4

“I don't know if God exists, but it would be better for his reputation if he didn't."             

Jules  Renard (Author)    Cultural woes and foes

Common objections to God's goodness

   Satan's attacks intensify in the midst of a tragedy. Like a boxer when they

know their opponent's bell has been rung, the punches intensify in hopes for a

complete knockout, Satan's lies come swiftly in for the kill as difficulties take an

emotional, physical, and spiritual toll on us.  The lies come like...

  Religious objections:

Mistreatment by the religious: 

  Unfortunately, there are people who have been abused or mistreated by

religious institutions or by religious people.  For some people, it takes time to

heal before they can trust any type of religious idea or institution again, and

some never recover.  This is sad because we all know that we shouldn't judge a

particular belief system by the mistreatment of that belief system, but so many

people can't get past the association.  Satan is good at deceiving and this

tactic is definitely one of his specialties.  The enemy's lies come out like this... 

 “Those Christians treated me horribly.  If this is how God is; I don’t want

anything to do with him.” 

Hypocritical Religious Leaders:

   Everyone knows a hypocrite.  Everyone hates hypocrites.  Yet, everyone is a

little hypocritical at times.  When you tell someone they shouldn't do something

and suddenly realize you have done the same thing; Welcome to club

hypocrite!  But, when someone in the church does something really bad, Satan

uses it to turn people against God's goodness.  He turns their thoughts

something like this...

“I knew it.  They aren't any different. Look at their lives. Those hypocritical

people telling me how to live.  I'll have nothing to do with that Jesus.”  

Personal objections:

Personal tragedy:

   Oftentimes, people from religious backgrounds lose faith in a loving and

merciful God after witnessing a tragic event.  Although sometimes in the midst

of personal tragedy people are actually drawn further into faith, it's always

important for God's people to draw near to the brokenhearted just like our

heavenly Father (Psalm 34:18).  

“If God is good why did __(fill in the blank)__ happen to me?” “Why did God

allow this in my life.”  "God must not care about me." "I was actually trying to

be good and this happens, I'm done with it."   
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We can know that God is good; all the time.

W E E K  4

Common objections to God's goodness

  Cultural objections:

Cultural argument:   

   When people see pain, rejection, hate, and suffering in this world they ask

questions about God's goodness.  Questions like... "If God is good like the bible

says he is, why is there so much suffering in this world?  or "How could God be

both good and powerful in a world full of pain and suffering? ...either he lacks

the power to do something about it or he lacks the goodness to go through the

trouble of doing it."   To a skeptical eye, this argument seems air-tight.  

  The problem with this argument is in its arrogant assumptions.  There are

assumptions built into the premise. The argument assumes 1) we know what

good is, 2) we know the suffering in question is eternally bad, and 3) We know

there is nothing good that could come from this suffering that would outweigh

the current pain.   These assumptions put us in the place of an all-knowing

God.  If you have ever taken a pet to the vet you know how fallible this

argument is.  From the animal's perspective, the worm shot and the trama

involved in commuting out of its comfort zone into the wild unknown world of

animal crates, and automobile noises is random, unnecessary, and horrific. Yet,

all the while this painful experience is the best thing for the pet.  The bible says

God's ways are higher than our ways.  

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

    neither are your ways my ways,”  declares the Lord.

“As the heavens are higher than the earth,

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts."                                           

Isaiah 55:8-9

  The bible also says we are to lean not on our own understanding.  

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart

    and lean not on your own understanding;

in all your ways submit to him,

    and he will make your paths straight."                                           

Proverbs 3:5-6

  These verses, among so many others in the Bible, remind us of the initial

bedrock truth of this study; Namely, that we can know there is a creator God, 

 so God is God and we are not.  Our duty as humans is not to attempt to

understand all that happens to us or others, but to trust in God's goodness by

the 5 witnesses He has graciously provided.  We have enough information to

know God is good.  Let us trust God's promise to his people, through Christ.

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love

him, who have been called according to his purpose."                                     

Romans 8:28



Conclusions

We can know God is good; all the time.  

This is the end of God's creation sequence.  On day 7 God rested.  God

created humanity male and female in his image on day 6 and when He had

finished God said it was very good.   

"The goodness of God is infinitely more wonderful than we will ever be able to comprehend."              

-Aiden Wilson Tozer

 “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man

who takes refuge in him! - Oh, how abundant is your goodness,

which you have stored up for those who fear you and worked

for those who take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of

mankind! - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from

above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there

is no variation or shadow due to change."

Psalm 37:8; Psalm 31:19; James 1:17

And, God can be ________ even when we don't understand everything

    

G E N E S I S  O N E

We can know God's goodness by the 5 witnesses God has provided for us.

God's Internal, natural, scriptural, gospel, and testimonial witnesses teach our

hearts of his goodness!  Jesus gives us all the reason we need to trust Him with

our whole heart!  His death and resurrection shout his goodness for all who

have ears to hear!  

Therefore, we should place our ________ and trust in God.    

God's goodness is the very thing that teaches our hearts to trust Him.  

When we begin to doubt the goodness of God Satan has full reign in our lives.      

3) Bedrock Truth
ermonS G o d  s a w  a l l  t h a t  h e  h a d  m a d e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  v e r y  g o o d .  A n d  t h e r e

w a s  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  m o r n i n g — t h e  s i x t h  d a y

G e n e s i s  1 : 3 1 .

T H F B C    Knowing God's Goodness
  Genesis 1:31

 "For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows

favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from

those who walk uprightly. - And we know that for those

who love God all things work together for good, for

those who are called according to his purpose. -  so,

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your

own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge him

and he will direct your path.”        

Psalm 84:11; Romans 8:28; Proverbs 3:5-6


