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Lesson 2: Polluted Worship  
Malachi 1:6-14 
Teacher: Beth Seifert 
 
As God calls the people out for their disdain for Him, their polluted worship 
and their despising of His name, the people answer back with scorn. Read 
James 1:22-25. What does James encourage the people to be? Consider the 
people of Malachi’s time. What were they failing to do? What was the 
consequence? 

Read 1 Samuel 15:13-21. How does Saul greet Samuel? What question does 
Samuel ask Saul? Who does Saul say is at fault? When called out for his 
disobedience, what is Saul’s response?  

Read 1 Samuel 15:24-26. Because of his sin, what consequence does Saul have 
to face? Is it a good thing to blame shift and answer back to God?  

Read 1 Samuel 15:22-23. What does Samuel tell Saul the Lord does delight in? 
How can we see this same attitude in the people of Malachi’s time?  

Read Leviticus 10:1-3. What did Aaron’s sons do wrong? What was the 
consequence? Why was Moses’ response to Aaron enough to make Aaron hold 
his peace? How seriously does God take worship of Him? 

Read Galatians 6:7-10. Can anyone deceive God? What should we seek to sow 
and reap? What should we not grow weary in? How have the people of 
Malachi’s day grown weary? What evidence do we have of this?   

As you spend time with God today, consider ways in which you may be trying 
to “answer back to God”. Are there sins that you are justifying because “God 
will understand”? Read 1 Peter 1:13-16. Knowing that Christ, who called you, 
is holy and He calls you to be holy, equipping you with the Holy Spirit within 
you to help convict you of sin and to draw you near to Him, confess to Him, 
today, any sin you have been holding on to, “answering back” to God. 
Remember, 1 John 1 tells us that when we confess, He will not only forgive us, 
but will purify us from all unrighteousness. Confess and be made right with 
Him, holding onto His faithfulness. 

 


