
 

 

Two of the largest and most widely recognized civil rights organizations in the United 

States of America have joined forces to battle systemic racism.  We realize the power of 

our partnership, and that together, we can make a HUGE difference.  

The Monterey County NAACP and Salinas LULAC Council #2055 want answers from 

Salinas Unified High School District. Our offices are receiving numerous complaints 

about the racial incident that took place last week. Students are afraid to attend school, 

and the community is on edge as everyone anxiously awaits your response.  

We understand the importance of conducting a thorough investigation, but you must 

realize that the students at Salinas High School and the community need to start 

healing, and it needs to happen RIGHT NOW.  

As we learn more and more details about the incident that took place, our initial anger 

is now coupled with genuine concern for the safety of your students today and going 

forward.  

We do not understand how members of your faculty and administration attended the 

jamboree, witnessed the behavior of the students with the doll, and did NOTHING to 

stop it.  

We demand answers from you about the egregious lack of judgment displayed by the 

adults that you have entrusted to monitor and oversee the behavior of your own 

student body. What in the world were they thinking?  

These young adults are now trying to build a flimsy defense of their behavior by calling it 

a “joke” and blaming it on youthful naïveté. Let us help you define their actions and give 

a clear explanation of what this really was if you truly don’t understand.  

THIS WAS A HATE CRIME.  

And now the responsibility is on you. You have a decision to make.  You can send a 

strong message to the world that this type of behavior will never again be tolerated by 

anyone associated with Salinas Unified School District, or you can follow precedent that 

you’ve set in the past which is to do the bare minimum or absolutely nothing.  
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Our students deserve better from you. And you have a golden opportunity right now to 

make things right and to make our campus safe for everyone going forward.  

The Monterey County NAACP and Salinas LULAC Council #2055 are standing behind our 

students. We have got their backs. And it is high time that you show them that YOU 

have their backs too. Let them know that you are holding these individuals accountable 

for their actions.  

A slap on the wrist to them will be a slap in the face to students of color on your 

campus, as well as the rest of our community. They need to know that you support 

them, and that they matter.  

Do the right thing. And we urge you to do it NOW.  

 

 

YVONNE THOMAS     CHRISTOPHER BARRERA 

President      President 

Monterey County NAACP                           LULAC Salinas Council #2055  

 

Contact:  
NAACP Monterey County Branch #1049 
LULAC Salinas Council #2055 
Email:  
YThomasnaacp1@gmail.com 
Barrerasr86@yahoo.com  
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