
Selectmen Meeting Minutes 
July 28th, 2021 
 
Meeting called to order by Selectmen Norman Beckwith at 6:00pm 
 
Calling of the roll 
Selectmen: Norman Beckwith, David Thorp, Kirk Hamilton 
Secretary: Carolyn Nye 
Guest: Mike Clark, Tim Gora, Moriah Davis, Daniel Varieur 
 
Norman made a motion to accept the minutes as written. David seconded. Motion 
carried 3-0. 
 
Treasurer’s report was handed out. 
 
Norman and David spoke with the Assessor Ellery Bane. The mil rate this year is 
0.179. Last year was 0.163. Ellery informed the selectmen should be thinking about 
doing a revaluation sometime soon. Ellery will speak with his boss to let the selectmen 
know the cost of doing a revaluation. 
 
David made a motion to elect Norman Beckwith as the Chairman of the Board. Kirk 
seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 
 
There was a discussion between the selectmen about fixing the Blanchard Road. 
Norman would like to ditch and gravel the road by Daniel Varieur’s driveway because 
they are living there all year round and they have a young child who will be attending 
school in Greenville. Norman suggested they put this out to bid. David suggested that 
Norman speak with Colin to see what his availability is. Kirk said he will speak with 
the Treasurer and see how much we have available for funds. 
 
David discussed the importance of looking into getting a grant to fix all of Blanchard 
Road. The Blanchard Road is the only available road if they close route 15. The 
selectmen will be looking into contacting Susan Collins, Angus King and the USDA. 
 
Daniel asked what could be done about him getting flat tires from driving on the 
Blanchard Road. The recommendations were not to drive over 35 mph. Keep a tire 
pump in your vehicle. Norman said he will see about getting the grader down there 
again.  
 
Mike inquired as to why a sign says the Town of Shirley stops maintaining winter road 
maintenance from 33 Blanchard Road to 142 Blanchard Road. Mike was led to believe 
that the road was going to be plowed to the turnaround by his driveway. David 
explained that the town voted on Article 33 of the warrant in June 28, 2021 and it was 



passed to keep that part of the road closed. Norman told Mike that a realtor has called 
him about Blanchard Road, and it has been explained to them what is done to the road.  
 
Norman said the hearing for Tim Gora and the Blanchard Road has been rescheduled 
for August 3rd in Dover.  
 
Tim asked when would the slate be removed from his property? Tim said, I told you 
could put in a culvert but not slate, and I never told you could turn around in my 
driveway. 
 
Norman reminded Tim, Kirk and I walked up to the front of your driveway and told 
you we were going to ditch your driveway as much as we could and put in a long 
enough culvert so the snowplow could turn around there. The snowplow would come in 
at an angle so it wouldn’t leave a big snowbank in front of your driveway on both sides, 
and you agreed to this. Kirk agreed with Norman.  
 
Carolyn asked if the town office could be closed from Tuesday August 17th through 
August 23rd and reopen Tuesday August 24 during regular business hours. 
 
David made a motion to close the town office from Tuesday August 17th through August 
23rd. Kirk Seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Norman asked Carolyn to post a reminder on the front door of the town office, the post 
office and website. 
 
David thinks it would be a great idea to send the 2021 Annual Town Book to Maine 
State Library, Maine Revenue Services Property Tax Division, The Folger Library, and 
the Maine Municipal Association for historical purposes.  
 
David would like to start seeing copies of the school board minutes for the selectmen. 
 
The Selectmen asked Carolyn to call the Maine Municipal Association for 
recommendations on getting a safe for the town records.  
 
Norman adjourned the meeting at 8:15pm.  
 
Submitted by,  
Carolyn Nye 
 
 


