
1 
 

Washington County HUB Meeting  

Via Zoom 

April 22, 2020 

Present 

Robin Bozian 

Tara Plaugher  

David Brightbill  

Mindy Cayton 

Judge Janet Welch 

Flite Freiman 

Hilles Hughes 

Cindy Davis 

Doug Pfeifer 

Eric Brockmeier 

Leah Gregory 

Zach Pickens 

Kenny Vigneron 

Melissa Zoller  

 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Robin Bozian at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Subcommittee Updates 

 

Education- David Browne shared that K-12 prevention dollar spending deadline has been 

extended due to COVID-19. Some funding has been spent toward a Communities that Cares 

Survey for Washington County schools and a few Collaborative Problem Solving trainings have 

been provided by Life and Purpose Behavioral Health prior to virus restrictions, all other 

projects are on hold.  

Cindy Davis shared that a virtual Handle with Care training is scheduled to take place April 30. 

David Brightbill shared that Community Action applied for grant funding through the Families 

First Cares Act to support children transitioning into kindergarten, he would like to incorporate 

mental health services as well. Once the grant is approved funding will be made available to 

children enrolled in the Head Start program with the possibility of opening services to low 

income families that meet requirements.  

Treatment- Doug Pfeifer shared that the subcommittee was meeting weekly; since COVID-19 

the committee meets electronically. Mental health and addiction service providers in the area 

have transitioned to providing telehealth services to clients. Many facilities have had to reduce 

hours and lay off employees to offset declining revenue. In person appointments are limited 

and offered only as needed. On May 1, a representative from Hopewell Health, Life and 

Purpose, Integrated Services, and Oriana will be panelists on a webinar to share resources, 
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updates, and current procedures being followed that allow services to continue while following 

physical distancing regulations in the area.  

Workforce- Flite Freiman shared that the subcommittee was able to secure funding for a 

mobility manager prior to the pandemic. Majority of funds that have been made available to 

assist the community during this time are TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) 

funds. To qualify for the emergency TANF funds, one must have dependents. Those who do not 

meet the qualifications are struggling financially and are food insecure. The unemployment rate 

for Washington County is now roughly 14% with 3,900 cases filed thus far. May 1 could possibly 

the start to a slow reopening of the State with the exception of schools and childcare, this will 

be an obstacle for individuals returning to work. The subcommittee will reconvene once the 

stay-at-home order has been decreased.  

Housing- David Brightbill shared that Community Action has seen a significant increase of 

funding availability toward the veteran population. Some restrictions on veteran funding have 

been adjusted allowing more flexibility.  

A grant was submitted to the Department of Ohio Housing Authorities requesting funds to 

provide additional housing for elderly. There are no updates on the status of the grant at this 

time.  

Robin Bozian shared that the Homeless Coalition is collaborating with Main Street West to 

discuss the purchase of lots that are up for sale on the West side in Marietta. The land would be 

used to construct tiny homes for the homeless population.  

Janice McFarland shared that the Front Street Life and Purpose Community Resource Center 

has two more phases of construction before the project is complete.   

Behavioral Health- Hilles Hughes shared that the Students Solving Problems (SSP) group field 

trip to Heidelberg University in Tiffin, Ohio has been cancelled due to COVID-19. Hilles plans to 

work with Building Bridges to Careers staff on offering event(s) throughout the summer that 

will allow the SSP group to stay engaged in the community.  

Weekly newspaper articles are being submitted for publication to the Marietta Times focusing 

on sharing resources and supports during COVID-19.  

Health Department/Public Health- Mindy Cayton shared that the survey initiated by the 

Washington County Sheriff’s Department and the Washington County Behavioral Health Board 

focusing on mental health and addiction has been completed by many throughout Washington 

County including but not limited to the County jail. Data obtained through the survey continues 

to be analyzed. Mindy shared some basic findings thus far. The completed report will be shared 

in the future. Findings from the survey could help in modifying prevention, education, and 

treatment services in the future.  

Other- Eric Brockmeier shared that staff and clients at the Oriana Reserve Center in Reno log 

temperatures daily, have transitioned some common areas to sleeping quarters to 



3 
 

accommodate the distancing requirements, sanitizing of the facility occurs multiple times a day, 

and Zoom support group meetings are being offered daily. Job search requirements are not 

being enforced or restricted during the COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

Adjourned at 1:59 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by,  

Tara Plaugher 

 

Next Meeting is scheduled for August 26 @ 1 p.m. 

Location To Be Determined 

   


