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Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Judge Janet Welch at 1:02 p.m. 

Subcommittee Updates 

Education 

Stephanie Starcher stated that a request for additional PAX Good Behavior Training (grades k-6) 
has been expressed and will be funded by the Washington County Behavioral Health Board 
(WCBHB).  Training is scheduled for January 22, 2019. Life and Purpose along with sponsor 
WCBHB will be providing additional “Trauma Informed Schools” training in 2019. The school 
community is working on providing prevention programs for the 7-12 grade group. Drug Free 
Jackets is a spinoff program from Drug Free Schools of America. Drug Free Jackets was initiated 
in Williamstown, West Virginia; Fort Frye school district is considering initiating a similar 
program. The high priority age group the subcommittee is focusing on is year 0-5. Cindy Davis, 
Director at Family & Children First Council plans to follow up with the Department of Jobs and 
Family Services to work on offering incentivized packaged programs to families. Janice 
McFarland suggested incorporating addiction education during professional development days. 
The next Education Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for January 30 @ 1 p.m. 

Treatment 

Janice McFarland shared that Life and Purpose plans to move forward on a Resource Center site 
centrally located in downtown Marietta. Janice projects the resource center to be operational 



by fall of 2019. Stephanie Starcher suggested contacting local school superintendents 
requesting that the grand opening information be included in school mailings. The 
Subcommittee has decided to focus on prevention/treatment options for pregnant mothers by 
offering legal service education to help remove the fear of losing their child by seeking 
addiction treatment. The next scheduled Treatment Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for 
January 15 @ 3 p.m. 

Workforce 

Jenna Willams stated that the subcommittee discussed current programs the Department of 
Job and Family Services offer and ways caseworkers can educate clients of available services 
that would provide additional assistance for their specific needs. Stephanie Starcher suggested 
contacting the Safety Council to encourage employers to invest in the community by hiring 
individuals with prior convictions. Hilles Hughes will be attending the January Safety Council 
meeting and offered to initiate a conversation on this topic. Flite Freiman will also be attending 
the Safety Council meeting. Next meeting is scheduled for February 8. 

Mental Health  

The WCBHB has a multitude of projects in the works. Oriana House plans to open a 
detox/treatment facility in 2019. David Browne informed attendees that local providers are in 
need of caseworkers and clinicians. The first Drug Court (Compass) hearing is scheduled to take 
place on Monday, January 28. Mr. Browne was pleased to see school superintendents working 
as a team to reach similar goals. The WCBHB is working on a new website that would include 
local resources/providers. Hilles Hughes hopes the new site could be used as a “one stop shop” 
for county resources. There are multiple resource guides offered to Washington County 
residents, the WCBHB would like to work with local agencies who have resource guides to come 
up with a master guide. 

Robin Bozian asked that subcommittees come up with concrete goals and how each 
subcommittee plan to move toward reaching those set goals. She asked that goals that have 
already been met be included in each subcommittee goal plan by the next scheduled HUB 
meeting on April 11, 2019. Dr. Wittberg offered his staff to assist subcommittees with strategic 
planning and a needs assessment. Robin Bozian added that strategic planning would certainly 
help with applying for grants to help attain community goals.  

Drug Free Jackets 

Tom Fenton spoke on behalf of the Drug Free Jacket Program initiated in Williamstown, West 
Virginia by volunteer community members.  The privilege based program offers drug screening 
to high school students who willingly sign up for the program. Currently 18% of 7-12 graders are 
enrolled in the Drug Free Jacket program. The programs main goal is to stimulate family 
conversation. 

 



Other 

• David Browne shared his appreciation for the effort put forth from all participants of the 
County HUB. He hopes that by working together and sharing information will make 
everyone’s jobs a bit easier.  

• Robin Bozian suggested that Washington/Morgan County Community Action be invited 
to the next HUB meeting and a Housing Subcommittee be established.  

• Rebecca Johnson informed attendees that the Marietta YMCA has lost funding and will 
not be able to offer preschool and daycare services. The closure of both programs 
provided by the YMCA will cause a negative ripple effect for families in the community. 
Similar programs that offer income based childcare rates are already maxed out.  

Adjourned at 2:01 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by,  
Tara Plaugher 

Next Meeting is April 11 @ 1 p.m. 
 

 

   


