
Washington County Hub Meeting 
801 Lancaster Street 

Marietta, Ohio 
July 25, 2018 

Present 

Brent Phipps 
Mark Warden 
Larry Mincks 
Robin Bozian 
Mike Brockett 
Tim Williams 
Mark Kerenyi 

Doug Pfeifer 
Cathy Harper 
Stephanie Starcher 
Janet Welch 
Shoshanna Brooker 
Paul Bertraum III 
Rae Ward 

Tara Plaugher 
Jamie Vuksic 
Coda Click 
Jason Varney 
Flite Freimann 
Rodney Hupp 
Mike Lorentz

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Brent Phipps at 1:03 p.m. 

Introduction: Brent P. opened the meeting by stating that all individuals invited to attend share 
an invested interest and are impacted by the Opioid crisis in Washington County. In order to 
offer prevention, treatment, and recovery a collaborative effort is needed to offer a continuum 
of care for Washington County residents. Currently the Washington County Behavioral Health 
Board has entered into contracts with three mental health and addiction services providers 
(Hopewell Health, Rigel Recovery, and Life and Purpose) offering a sliding scale based on 
income. Rigel Recovery plan to offer a 2-4 bed detox program by the end of August 2018. 
Hopewell Health and Life and Purpose are offering a wide range of services to inmates at the 
Washington County Jail. Mr. Phipps introduced Judge Janet Welch and Robin Bozian as co-chair 
of the Opioid Hub meeting. 

Judge Welch referred to the Ohio Revised Code 360.30 that it is our responsibility to: 

1. Strengthen county and community efforts to prevent and treat opioid addiction. 
2. Educate youth and adults about the dangers of opioid addiction and the negative effects it 

has on society. 
3. Promote family building and workforce development as ways of combatting opioid 

addiction in communities.   

She then referred to the table below asking attendees to decide where their 
organization/services provided fit in. 

 



 

 

After a short discussion on the importance of community partners and stakeholders interaction 
in this program, Judge Welch asked attendees to think of key stakeholders that should be a part 
of this collaborative that were not present.  

Robin B. mentioned how necessary it is to have key stakeholders of the community working 
together to offer a comprehensive continuum of care for Washington County residents. 

Sheriff Mincks suggested the Hub look at addiction in general rather than opioids. All attendees 
agreed that the County Hub focus should be on addiction in a general manor.  

Judge Welch suggested that sub-committees be formed.  

Stephanie Starcher stated that the presence of health and wellness in schools has diminished 
partially due to increased state wide testing. She admits that school systems do recognize this 
issue and that education and treatment are imperative. She requested that a representative 
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from all six school districts be invited to future Hub meetings. She stressed the importance of 
teaching self-regulatory behavior to adolescents encouraging healthier ways to handle life 
stressors. She also recommended three sub-committees for the Addiction Hub: 

1. Education and Prevention 
2. Treatment 
3. Workforce and Employability 

Attendees agreed with the proposed sub-committees. The Chair of each committee is as 
follows: 

Education/Prevention Treatment Workforce/Employment 

Stephanie Starcher            Doug Pfeifer    Flite Freimann 

Committee chairs are asked to provide a list of individuals who fit in each sub-committee. 
Robin Bozian asked that sub-committees meet and send out an update of progress before the 
next scheduled meeting. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Tara Plaugher 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for: 

Thursday, October 25 at 1 p.m. located at Gold Star Park. 

 

 
 


