Summer 2016

Summer is upon us! We knew it would eventually arrive and have long anticipated
its splendid gifts of beautiful weather, long lazy days with family and friends and of
course vacations! We prepare our gardens, patios and porches. We draw up wish
lists and to-do lists as we gather for our upcoming events and get-a-ways. We do
more and hopefully rest more as we enjoy all that the season has to offer. However,
just as the season of summer comes, it goes. Many a summer may leave us with regret that we should have
planned better, have done more or were better prepared for the season that we all knew was coming.
What if we widened the scope of our lens to look at the season of life? We all know that this passing season
will also come to a close. I don’t know about you but I surely do not want to end this life with regret and
move on to eternal life unprepared. In order to be ready on both fronts, we need to prepare now in each and
every moment that we live. We certainly cannot change the past, but we do move into the future with every
step we take, so how we make our way in the world in every moment really does matter.
The day of reckoning is certain; we just don’t know when. Jesus predicts his final coming while sitting on the
Mount of Olives in the Book of Matthew when his disciples privately request, “Tell us, when will this
happen, and what sign will there be of your coming, and the end of the age?” (Mt 24:3) Chapter 24 is worth
a read this summer. It interestingly resembles the current state of our world.
But don’t stop there! It is in the next chapter of Matthew in the parable of the Ten Virgins that Jesus tells us to
“keep watch”, be ready! Let’s not be like the five foolish virgins who didn’t get to meet their bridegroom
because they slept through their time and awoke unprepared! They didn’t think ahead. We need to. Eternity is
a long time to think about what we should have done.
Stick with the basics! God gave us the 10 Commandments as boundaries of behavior within which we need to
operate. When tested by the Pharisees Jesus clearly tells us all that the greatest commandment is to love God
with all our heart, soul and mind, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. (Mt
22:34-40) We need to be attentive and faithful to what God asks of us.
Sure, it takes work to enter through the narrow gate, so work hard and pray
hard for it. Use the gifts that God has given you and remember, to those
who have been given much, much is expected.
If we want to enter the gate that leads to the heavenly eternal season of love,
then we need to live this newly welcomed season of summer -- and the
beautiful season of life – by giving glory to God, and be the faithful servant
whom the master finds upon his arrival doing his will. (Mt. 24:45-49)

Pre-Cana

By Annmarie Rudis

When you think of a peaceful escape, where are
you? Are you at the beach? Who are you with? Are
you alone? Personally, I’ve never sought out peace
before I became a stay at home mom with 3 children.
I always wanted to be surrounded by friends and fun.
Now, I long for moments of solitude and quiet. We
are all so busy! The phone is always making noise
and everyone is always yelling and rushing.
When I was a child in Catholic school, the priests
and nuns always pointed out how many hours we
spend doing things. They asked us, “Can’t we give
God 1 hour per week?” Mass is a peaceful escape.
I love the music, the sense of community and the
quiet. Well, I used to until I started bringing the children. Now, I’m constantly shushing and watching
them. Luckily, St. Peter’s has recognized the need
for more peace in our lives.
The Small Christian Community Core committee began hosting “An evening of Peace & Friendship” (on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month). The evening begins with a harp player. Can you think of anything
more relaxing? Then, the gospel is read and you
can listen to it in peace! No one is bothering you!
After that, there is time to reflect on what it says and
how it fits into our world today. Finally, there are refreshments (this time was wine and cheese) and
time set aside to enjoy with fellow parishioners.
Mother Teresa said, “We need to find God, and He
cannot be found in the noise and restlessness. God
is the friend of silence; see how nature... trees, flowers, grass grows in silence; see the stars, the moon
and the sun, how they move in silence.... We need
silence to be able to touch souls.”
This is truly an opportunity to do just that. Although
it’s not set in nature, it is a haven for parishioners to
spend time in spiritual reflection, an opportunity for
parish acquaintances to become friends, a place for
ministries to network, and an occasion for God to
come into our lives. It’s definitely worth checking
out. I hope to see you at the next "Evening of Peace
& Friendship"!

are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month
all year long and are open to all St. Peter's
parishioners & friends.
We start promptly at 7:30 p.m. and end by
9:00 p.m. Afterwards, all are invited to stay
and mingle over Wine/Beer/Cheese/
Dessert.
You can come as often you wish... There's
no-commitment and nothing to join. All
we ask is that you would please RSVP and
let us know you are coming so we can
prepare.

You can do so on the Parish website:

http://www.saint-peter.org/
or e-mail us directly at:

SCC@saint-peter.org.
You can check the Parish website for
additional details.

Find some peace in your busy
life... Come and celebrate Scripture
and each other in our
St. Peter's community.

Prayer for a Summer Day
-Author Unkown-

Long warm days...
The pace of life slows...
A time for picnics and rest in the shade...
Lord, help me to rest a while in the cooling
shade of your presence. Slow down my
restless heart and fill me
with gentle compassion
for all your people.
Amen.

