
At this point, all students have 
had some experience with online 
schooling during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Waking up later and 
turning on a screen, watching some 
teacher drone on about whatev-
er they can squeeze in from their 
original curriculum through tech-
nical errors and all. Online school-
ing for some people was a blast, but 
for a more vocal group of people, 
it was a total bore. With schools 
like Linn-Mar having to already go 
on hybrid learning, the idea of our 
school having a major outbreak has 
never been more looming. It draws 
many back to the idea of going back 
to online learning, but it is import-
ant to ask, is that the right idea? 

There are plenty of ups and 
downs of going online. It mainly 
comes down to sacrificing either 
the safety of students or the quality 
of learning for students. Going 
online would be the safest option 
to keep people from getting the 
coronavirus. Our school is small, 
and with everyone now back in it at 
the same time, the halls are back to 
their cluttered and crowded selves. 
That many students clustered 
in one place doesn’t particularly 
scream safety during a pandemic. 
Going online would allow people 

to maintain their distance from 
others, thus keeping more safe in 
the long run. However, going on-
line would result in some less than 
ideal circumstances for teachers 
trying to have their students learn 
properly. 

Online schooling is a struggle for 
both teachers and students alike. 
Teachers have to cram their packed 
lesson plans into small online 
classes, often shaving off a lot of 
the class as a result. Students have 
to deal with this fast-paced method 
of learning, with the lack of time 
leading to less time to prepare for 
tests or anything else the class 
might offer. It doesn’t help that it’s 
much easier to be distracted when 
someone’s at home with any and 
all possible distractions they could 
find, especially when the alterna-
tive is to watch a teacher talk about 
something over a computer screen. 

The decision to go back to online 
schooling would be one of safety 
vs education. To be safe we would 
have to sacrifice the quality of our 
education, but it may be worth it 
that we keep people safe in the long 
run. Learning is important, but 
what is more important is the over-
all safety of each student here.

Halloween is a staple of the year, 
one that sends us down a month of 
nightmares and fear, ending with 
an endless sea of sweets to enjoy 
for all. This year however, the fear 
is more real, with the coronavirus 
pandemic still raging on. To some, 
it doesn’t seem like the best idea to 
have a bunch of kids run around tak-
ing candy from a possibly infected 
stranger, or candy that was touched 
by possibly infected children. While 
children are at less risk for lethal 
complications due to the coronavi-
rus, nobody wants to see their kid 
sick, or be the morbid outlier. What 
should people do in this unprece-
dented time: abandon a long-time 
tradition? 

Halloween is a very hands on day, 
there’s no denying that. Because of 
this, a lot of traditional Halloween 
activities  violate COVID-19 safety 
guidelines. Children taking candy 
from bowls that have already been 
touched by other people’s children, 
and then eating that candy, is put 
into a new light this year. The ex-
changing of food between strangers 

feels incredibly unsafe with every-
thing going on in the world, so it 
would seem like the right idea is to 
“cancel” Halloween this year. But 
of course, when someone tries to 
change tradition, people are bound 
to be upset. 

Halloween has existed in some 
form for around 2,000 years accord-
ing to National Geographic, dating 
back to the Celtic harvest festival 
known as “Samhain,” where people 
would wear costumes in order to 
stave off ghosts. With such a long 
history, to some it seems absurd to 
destroy this tradition out of a viral 
paranoia. But this isn’t the first time 
Halloween has been “cancelled,” 
nor is it the first time it happened 
during a pandemic. Halloween was 
cancelled during the 1918 Span-
ish Flu pandemic, which was in its 
second wave at the time. According 
to the CDC, the Spanish Flu killed 
195,000 people in October alone. 
While the Spanish Flu pandemic was 
over 100 years ago and was certainly 
more deadly, it is still important in 
the present day to err on the side of 
caution when celebrating Halloween 
during a pandemic. It isn’t a new 
thing to be cautious of Halloween 
during times like this, nor is it a bad 

idea to think about as the 
death toll continues to 
rise. 

While Halloween feels 
like a constant of each 
year, this year has thrown 
things into quite the 
loop. Standards of safe-
ty during this pandemic 
have caused measures we 
haven’t used in centuries. 
While people may object, 
believing that COVID-19 
isn’t a big deal, to those 
affected by it, it is not 
something to be messed 
with. At this point, no-
body knows if they will be 
infected next, or worse, 
be the next number on a 
grim and growing mortal-
ity statistic. 
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Using data from the counseling office, approximately 150 students are 
online, 100 are hybrid, and 450 learn on campus. 

Digital direction

This year skeletons are not only a spooky deco-
ration but also a stark warning. 
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