
 

 
 

Idaho Immunization Coalition Newsletter 

Board of Directors 

Lisa Barker 

MD 

Laurie Boston 

Sharon Brown  

LPN 

Kevin Cleveland 

PharmD 

Rebecca Coyle 

MS Ed 

Heather Gagliano, 

RN  

Amy Gamett 

RN 

Carmela Gupta 

MPH 

Patricia Herman 

LPN  

Kammi Hopstad  

 

Kate Muldoon 

RN 

Tom Patterson 

MD, FAAP, FABP 

Rafe Hewett  

MHS 

Ami Stein 

RN 

Pam Strohfus 

DNP, RN 

Executive Director 

Karen Sharpnack 

Advisory Board 

Teresa Collins 

RN 

December 2016 

 

In This Issue 

 Fundraising Results 

 Summit Recap 

 Kids Love Flu Shots 

 Vaccine Advice Line 

 Mark your calendars 

 Get Involved with IIC 

Idaho Immunization Coalition Annual 

Fundraising Campaign 
 

As 2016 comes to a close, we are thrilled to report that the Idaho Immunization 

Coalition (IIC) is serving its mission of “promoting health and preventing serious illness 

through immunization protection of all Idahoans.” 

  

This year we have advanced our goals in the following ways: 

 Expanded and sustained an effective statewide organization 

 Served as a resource for immunization information, education, and awareness 

materials for healthcare providers, policy makers and the community 

 Impacted policies that increased immunization coverage in Idaho 

 Promoted access to immunizations for all Idahoans 

 Fostered and supported local coalitions and community efforts for 

immunizations 

  

The Idaho Immunization Coalition Board of Directors and I would like to thank each and 

every one of you for your passion and support as we promote immunization, prevent 

diseases, and protect all Idahoans. 

  

If you would like to support the promotion of childhood, adolescent and adult 

immunizations in our great state, please consider donating to the Idaho Immunization 

Coalition this season.  Your contribution to the IIC is tax deductible. 

  

To contribute, you may make an online donation at http://www.idahoimmune.org/donate  

or mail your donation to: Idaho Immunization Coalition, c/o:  Karen Sharpnack, P.O. Box 

234, Shoshone, Idaho 83352.   Checks should be written to the “Idaho Immunization 

Coalition.” Thank you for thinking of the Idaho Immunization Coalition this year. 

Follow Us Online 

http://www.idahoimmune.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/IdahoImmunizationCoalition
http://www.idahoimmune.org/


 

 
Summit Recap and IIC Announcements 

 

SMALL GRANT PROGRAM 
Sponsored by the Idaho Immunization Coalition  

 
Idaho Immunization Coalition would like to invite like-minded organizations (non-profits, public health, 
educational institutions, colleges/universities, local immunization coalitions, etc.) who want to make a 
difference in promoting immunizations in their community.  The Idaho Immunization Coalition is sponsoring a 
Small Grant Program (grants ranging from $100 - $500) open to any organization in Idaho who would like 
financial support for an event, project or educational opportunity that relates to increasing immunizations in 
their local community.   
 
Applications will be given consideration quarterly, and organizations may apply annually.   
 
Please contact Karen Sharpnack kjs@idahoimmune.org for more details and to receive the application on 
the Small Grant Program. 

Idaho Immunization Summit 2016 

The Idaho Immunization Coalition had another very successful Summit 

on November 4, 2016. The event was held at the Boise Centre 

preceding the successful Pink Book Course hosted by both the Idaho 

Immunization Program and Idaho Immunization Coalition.   

Almost 200 people gathered to explore topics surrounding Vaccine 

Hesitancy.   

 

Thanks to our generous 

sponsors who contributed to 

make this training possible. 

Some of the sponsors include 

Idaho Immunization Program, 

Saint Alphonsus Hospital, St. Luke’s Community Health Improvement Fund, 

ISU College of Pharmacy, Pat Herman, and several generous anonymous 

supporters. 

 

The Idaho Immunization Coalition 

appreciates the Summit speakers: Dr. 

Christine Hahn; Tara Haelle; Dr. Stephan 

Foster; Dr. Tom Patterson; Rebecca Coyle; 

Dr. Michael Diddle; and Dr. Lisa Barker for 

taking their time and sharing their passion on 

this day to educate the group on the most 

updated information on immunizations and vaccine hesitancy. 

We invite you to please visit the Idaho Immunization Coalition website at 

www.idahoimmune.org where you may view the PowerPoint presentation of the 

Summit, http://www.idahoimmune.org/immunization-summits/idaho-immunization-

summit-2016/.  

Mark your calendars now for next year’s Summit on September 21, 2017 at the 

Washington Central Plaza, Boise.  Visit the IIC website in spring for more details.  

 

 

Please visit the IIC Facebook for pictures taken at the Summit and Pink Book Course.  

 

Ready for 2017? Mark Summit 2017 on 

your calendar now! 

Key Note Speaker:  Tara Haelle 

Making Sense of the Morass: 
Understanding Vaccine Hesitancy 

Stephan Foster, PharmD, 
FAPhA 

Motivational Interviewing 
for Vaccine Hesitant 
Patients 

Mock Panel Debate  

Dr. Foster, Dr. Diddle, Dr. Barker, Dr. Cleve-
land, Dr. Patterson, Rebecca Coyle and Tara 
Haelle  

mailto:kjs@idahoimmune.org
http://www.idahoimmune.org
http://www.idahoimmune.org/immunization-summits/idaho-immunization-summit-2016/
http://www.idahoimmune.org/immunization-summits/idaho-immunization-summit-2016/
https://www.facebook.com/IdahoImmunizationCoalition/
https://www.facebook.com/IdahoImmunizationCoalition/


 

 

 

 

All About the Flu 

Love is probably a too strong of a word to use in the same sentence with kids and shots.  But children all 

around the Treasure Valley lined up to get vaccinated this flu season.  Central District Health Department 

(CDHD) enthusiastically partnered with West Ada, Mountain Home, Glenns Ferry and Garden Valley 

School Districts this fall in preparation for the 2016-2017 flu season.  CDHD nursing staff, administrative 

staff and MRC volunteers traveled to a total of 16 schools to provide convenient flu vaccination services 

to a population that is very vulnerable to influenza.  Data from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention highlights the serious consequences that influenza can have on children: data from 2012-

2013 flu season indicated that 90% of pediatric deaths related to influenza were among children who had 

not been vaccinated.   This data suggest that there is a great potential to reduce pediatric morbidity and 

mortality related to Influenza by simply vaccinating against it.   

Many think that because they are healthy and otherwise have no underlying conditions they are not at 

risk to get the flu.  In the 2015-16 flu season, roughly 59% of hospitalizations related to the flu were 

people between the ages of 18 and 64 years of age. This goes to show that people are usually healthy,  

until they get sick.  And some individuals are especially vulnerable to influenza; people with asthma, 

heart disease, diabetes, pregnant women, HIV or AIDS, cancer, morbidly obese individuals, people over 

65 years, and children under 5 years.  Children under 2 years are at an even higher risk to suffer 

complications from the virus.  Everyone is susceptible, viruses do not discriminate. Although it’s possible 

to still get other colds, or flu viruses that are not included in the vaccine, the flu shot is the best way to 

boost immunity against the 4 strains that are predicted to dominate circulation.     

CDC also conducts a National Immunization Survey-Flu (NIS-Flu) to determine national and state 

immunization rates.  Unfortunately, Idaho has consistently ranked among the states with the lowest 

influenza immunization rates in the U.S, ranging from 37.8% to 39.2% for the past four flu seasons.  

Compared to the national influenza immunization rate of 59.3%, Idaho is significantly behind.   It’s our 

hope at CDHD, that by providing off-site flu clinics at the start of flu season, we can help keep Idaho 

healthy, and Idaho children in school and out of the hospital.  Just at the school flu clinics alone, we 

immunized a total of 1,005 children and adolescents, and a handful of staff.   A job well done to all the 

kids who got their flu shot this season.  They make immunization nurses very proud! 
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Kids Love Flu Shots! 

Christina Marie, RN Senior, Central District Health Department 



 

 
Vaccine History 

Pam Strohfus published an article in the International Journal of Evidence Based 
Healthcare in September. Sharon Brown, Central District Health Department, and 
Paige Potratz, student in the School of Nursing, coauthored the article. 

 

The article, titled, “Effective and Sustainable Advice Line Promotes Safe Vaccine 
Practices” analyzed the SHOT LINE Telephone Assistance Resource effectiveness 
in providing health care providers with timely and consistent information on 
immunization administration. 

SHOT LINE was created to advise healthcare personnel with immunization 
questions. Strohfus analyzed ten years of SHOT LINE call data through 
categorizing types of calls, types of personnel calling, facility type, information 
needed, and education provided. She found that SHOT LINE had provided timely 
education to healthcare personnel whose primary responsibilities were 
immunization practice management, administration and vaccine handling. 

Strohfus’ findings revealed a significant need for timely advice in immunization 
practice management and error reporting was an unexpected outcome of the 
advice line. She also found the line users had grown to include parents, school 
nurses, child care providers and emergency personnel. Strohfus concluded that 
SHOT LINE prevents errors, increases accuracy of vaccine management and 
provides timely education. 

Call the SHOT LINE – 208-321- BABY!  Central District Health Department advice 
line is available 8-5 Monday through Friday.   

 

This article is from Boise State University “Update”, October, 2016. https://
news.boisestate.edu/update/2016/10/06/pam-strohfus-3/  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Strohfus, DNP, RN 

“Effective and Sustainable Advice Line Promotes Safe 
Vaccine Practices” 

Pam Strohfus, DNP, RN 

Get Involved in 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a New Year Resolution? IIC can help! 

Top 10 Reasons to Get Involved in the Community 

#10: It's good for you. 

#9: It saves resources. 

#8: Volunteers gain professional experience. 

#7: It brings people together. 

#6: It promotes personal growth and self esteem. 

#5: Volunteering strengthens your community. 

#4: You learn a lot. 

#3: You get a chance to give back. 

#2: Volunteering encourages civic responsibility. 

#1: You make a difference. 

 

So where should you start? With IIC! 

 

The Idaho Immunization Coalition would like to invite you to get involved in opportunities to engage in your com-
munity in promoting immunizations.  The IIC has several different ways for you to make a difference.   
 
Please reach out by email Karen Sharpnack at kjs@idahoimmune.org and let her know what you might be inter-
ested in and she will send you some information on that volunteer opportunity. 

Engaging Ways to Help 

 

□ Participate in local immunization events 

□ Volunteer at immunization clinics 

□ Write content for newsletter/website 

□ Testify at the Idaho legislature 

□ Attend a legislative committee meeting as 

an audience member 

Serve on IIC Committee 

 

□ Immunization Summit 2017 

□ Legislative & Policy 

□ Communications/Marketing 

□ Fundraising 

□ HPV Vaccination Summit 

□ Programming 

https://news.boisestate.edu/update/2016/10/06/pam-strohfus-3/
https://news.boisestate.edu/update/2016/10/06/pam-strohfus-3/
mailto:kjs@idahoimmune.org


 

 
HPV Corner Immunization Data 

To see data from 
past years, please 
visit the Idaho 
Immunization 
Program website. 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/who/teens/for-hcp-tipsheet-hpv.pdf
http://hpvfreeid.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/p1020-hpv-shots.html
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/p1020-hpv-shots.html
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/AboutUs/IdahoandNationalImmunizationRates/tabid/2496/Default.aspx

