
 

 
 

Idaho Immunization Coalition Newsletter 

Follow Us Online 

Board of Directors 

Lisa Barker 

MD 

Sharon Brown  

LPN 

Kevin Cleveland 

PharmD 

Rebecca Coyle 

MS Ed 

Amy Gamett 

RN 

Carmela Gupta 

MPH 

Patricia Herman 

LPN  

Kammi Hopstad  
 
Kate Muldoon 
RN 

Tom Patterson 

MD, FAAP, FABP 

Rafe Hewett  

MHS 

Ami Stein 

RN 

Pam Strohfus 

DNP, RN 

Executive Director 

Karen Sharpnack 

Advisory Board 

Teresa Collins 

RN 

In this Issue 

Idaho Immunization Summit 

Summer Break Opportunities 

Immunization Champion Award 

Vaccine clinics and events in Idaho 

Vaccinate this Summer 

Legislative Update 

News and Resources 

July 2016 

Summer vacation is 

here for many Idaho students. With warm weather and fun 

outdoor activities can mean unexpected trips to the 

medical office might happen. Don’t forget when children 

and adolescents are in your office to check their 

immunization record. This is a great opportunity to make 

sure they are up-to-date on all their immunizations and 

ready to school in the fall. It is helpful to get into the habit 

of checking and documenting the immunization status of 

patients at every visit. Even if a child cannot get an 

immunization that day, they can schedule to come back to 

the office.  IRIS (Idaho’s Immunization Reminder 

Information System) is a great tool to assist health care 

providers in looking up immunization status quickly and 

easily. The simple practice of checking and documenting 

can help prevent missed opportunities, help ease the back 

to school rush to get children immunized, and most 

importantly, keeps the children of Idaho safe from vaccine 

preventable disease!  

If your office is interested in more ideas on how to prevent 
missed opportunities, please contact Central District Health 
Department Immunization nurse, Vinci Anderson, RN at 
vanderso@cdhd.idaho.gov or 327-8586.  

 

Don’t miss opportunities during Summer Break 

Heather Gagliano, RN 

Central District Health Department  In this issue, we have many great tips and news to share with you just in time for summer! 

https://www.facebook.com/IdahoImmunizationCoalition
http://www.idahoimmune.org/
http://www.idahoimmune.org/events-2/
http://www.idahoimmune.org/events-2/
mailto:vanderso@cdhd.idaho.gov


 

 

 

Advocacy Starts in the Community 

2016 CDC Childhood Immunization Champion Award 

The Idaho Immunization Coalition and the Idaho Immunization Program are proud to announce that Gary 
Rillema, RN, BSN, CPM, Physical Health Director, Eastern Idaho Public Health District has been selected as 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Childhood Immunization Champion for the state of 
Idaho. 
 
The CDC Childhood Immunization Champion Award is an annual award given jointly by the CDC Foundation 
and the CDC.  This award recognizes individuals who make a significant contribution toward improving 
children’s health through their work in childhood immunization, as well as working at the state or community 
level. It honors those who are doing an exemplary job going above and beyond the call of duty to promote 
childhood immunizations or implement immunization practice improvements. 
 
Gary has been instrumental in making Eastern Idaho Public Health one of the regions premier vaccine 
providers for children of all ages and adults, through his leadership and commitment to maintaining a qualified 
workforce. Gary has focused on his agency providing strong customer service and has ensured that services 
are accessible and affordable to the community. Gary has brought EIPH to the forefront, by using the media, 
Task Force Meetings, and various council’s and committee’s he sits on. 
 
Some examples of childhood immunization activities Gary has demonstrated: 
 Annually, Eastern Idaho Public Health holds a local Free Immunization Clinic, each April, for more than a 

decade.  This has resulted in thousands of children and adults 
immunized at no cost to them 

 Gary organizes and works shifts at an immunization awareness and 
assessment booth at the Eastern Idaho State Fair.  At the booth at 
the fair,  there is a display of vaccine preventable diseases, 
education materials, Iron Lung, and the health districts mascot, 
Booster.  In the past 6 years, EIPH estimates that over 18,000 IRIS 
records were checked by authorized staff.   

 Annually, there is a 4
th
 of July parade in Idaho Falls, which Eastern 

Idaho Public Health has a float.  This is beneficial by bringing 
awareness to community reminding them to immunize! The float 
always has a strong immunization message and staff wearing 
“Immunized and Healthy” and “Save Lives Immunize” on their shirts 
while handing out immunization education information.  It is common 
to hear chants from the crowd “Ya, Immunizations.” 

 On-site immunization clinics at schools for kindergarten and 7th 
grade registration, flu clinics, and catch-up clinics in high schools 
since he started working for Eastern Idaho Public Health. Every 
school district in our eight county regions has participated in school 
clinics.  

 
We are pleased and honored to congratulate Gary on this well-
deserved award.   
Picture at right: 
Andrew Kroger, M.D., M.P.H. (left), Gary Rillema, RN, BSN, CPM (right)  

Eastern Idaho Free Clinics 

On Tuesday, April 26, 2016 from 3pm to 6pm Eastern Idaho Public Health (EIPH) offered 

its annual Free Immunization clinic for children. The clinic took place at the Bonneville 

County office at 1250 Hollipark Dr, Idaho Falls. Eager clients began lining up for immun-

izations almost an hour early. It was uncertain if it was the “shots” parents were so excited 

to give their “happy” children or the many door prizes available that created excitement.  

Clinic was successful, with very little wait time for clients, despite the early appearance of 

families. Over one hundred twenty-five children (125) children were immunized with 318 

vaccines administered. After being protected from Vaccine Preventable Diseases, each 

child received a gift packet with multiple coupons from various businesses in the commu-

nity. The packet included free ice cream, free cookies, free smoothies, free pizza, and 

free french fries. The grand prize was a bike donated by a local pediatrician’s office. The 

EIPH mascot, Booster Bird, greeted families as they moved through stations. Booster was 

even able to bring a faint smile to the face of some post-vaccination children.  

Amy Gamett, RN 

Eastern Idaho Public Health  



 

 
Adolescent Immunization Spotlight 

 Idaho College-Bound Students & Their Parents Urged to  
Put Vaccinations on Summer To-Do-Lists 

The Idaho Immunization Coalition (IIC), whose members represent 

statewide health and medical providers, doctors, nurses, and health 

departments, is urging college-bound students and their parents to 

update and include important vaccinations on their to-do-lists for 

college in the fall. 

 “This year, as Idaho parents and their high school graduates 

prepare summer to-do-lists for college with laptops, clothes and 

dormitory items, we’re asking they also send their young adults with 

up to date immunizations according to the Centers of Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) necessary to protect from deadly 

diseases like Type B meningitis and others,” said Karen Sharpnack, 

executive director of the Idaho Immunization Coalition. “Whether 

you’re headed to a large public school like Idaho State University, or 

a smaller campus like The College of Idaho, students need to know 

that proactive immunization is the best defense against contracting 

diseases. Recent campus outbreaks of Type B meningitis in 

Oregon, California and other colleges have raised serious concerns, 

and we need to make sure our Idaho students are protected 

through vaccination.” 

Currently, there is no vaccination policy requirement for state 

universities in Idaho; however, that doesn’t mean the risk is not 

there, according to the IIC. 

“Our pharmacy students at Idaho State University realize diseases 

like Type B meningitis specifically impact their age group, and they 

have been pushing for stronger vaccination policies and 

requirements at ISU and other colleges in the state,” said Kevin 

Cleveland, PharmD, IIC board member and Director of Student 

Services and Assistant Dean at Idaho State University College of 

Pharmacy. “While families are aware of basic vaccinations, many 

don’t realize two vaccines are needed to protect against bacterial 

meningitis. Nearly 14 percent of all meningitis cases are fatal and 

nearly 20 percent of survivors will suffer from limb amputation, brain 

injury, hearing loss, reduced kidney function or other serious side 

effects. So if you are young and heading to college, please put 

vaccinations on your to-do list and get vaccinated.” 

College-ready students and their parents are being asked by the IIC 

to update and/or schedule the following vaccines with their family 

doctor this summer: 

 Meningococcal 4-valent conjugate 

 MenB vaccine (meningococcal B) 

 Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) 

 HPV vaccine (human papillomavirus) 

 Flu (influenza) 

 MMR (mumps, measles and rubella) 

 Varicella (chicken pox) 

 Hep A (hepatitis A) 

 Hep B (hepatitis B) 

Family physicians can help check and update a student’s 

vaccination record. Another avenue to check vaccination records is 

the state’s Idaho Immunization Program link at:  

http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/

IdahoImmunizationProgram/InformationforParentsFamilies/

ImmunizationRecords/tabid/2293/Default.aspx  

According to the IIC, health insurance companies now cover the 

cost of most vaccinations.  Additional help is offered through free 

medical clinics and public health departments throughout the state.    

The Idaho Immunization Coalition is a vital assembly of statewide 

stakeholders dedicated to promoting health and preventing serious 

illness through immunization protection of all Idahoans. The 

coalition is a 501c3 non-profit organization to enhance the existing 

immunization system in Idaho. For more information, please visit 

www.idahoimmune.org. 

Karen Sharpnack, IIC Executive Director 

“Springing” Into Action 
 

The Canyon Area Immunization Coalition (CAIC) held an 

immunization event at the Nampa Rec Center's 

"Spring Kickoff" on April 23, 2016.  Over 60 free immun-

izations were given to Nampa area children!  The focus 

was getting incoming kindergartners and 7th graders up-to

-date on all school-required vaccines.  Congratulations 

goes to Marie Hergert from St. Luke's Saltzer Medical 

Group as the event coordinator.  Additional thanks to 

CAIC members and families, Southwest District Health 

Department's Medical Reserve Corp., and Aaron's Rental 

and Lease in Nampa (for the use of a refrigerator).  Also, 

thanks to pharmacy students from Idaho State University's 

"Operation Immunization" and nurses from St. Alphonsus 

Regional Medical Center Nampa who administered the 

shots. This was truly a community partnership working to 

benefit Idaho children! 

  

http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/InformationforParentsFamilies/ImmunizationRecords/tabid/2293/Default.aspx
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/InformationforParentsFamilies/ImmunizationRecords/tabid/2293/Default.aspx
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/InformationforParentsFamilies/ImmunizationRecords/tabid/2293/Default.aspx


 

 

 

Resources and News 

Expanded Pharmacist Immunization Authority 
Senate Bill 1294 was signed into law with an effective date of July 1, 2016. This bill expands the 
prescriptive authority of pharmacists for immunizations to include patients six (6) years of age or 
older. Previously, pharmacists could only prescribe immunizations for patients twelve (12) years of 
age and older. 
  
Several themes were raised during the legislative discussion on this bill that may serve as useful 
reminders for immunizing pharmacists: 

·         Under Idaho Code 39-4804, immunizations are not mandatory and may be refused by 
patients on religious or other grounds. 

·         Parental consent is required for immunizations. We encourage you to ensure your informed 
consent form has an explicit line to document parental consent. 

·         Under rules of the Board, a pharmacist should report administration of an immunization to 
the Idaho Reminder Information System (IRIS) as required. Today, only 65% of pharmacies 
are   reporting to IRIS. Registries are important public health tools that exist to improve information 
sharing across health professionals and to ensure duplicate vaccines are not provided. For more 
information on IRIS, visit: https://iris.dhw.idaho.gov/IRIS/portalHeader.do 

·         Adverse events that stem from an immunization must be reported to the healthcare provider 
identified by the patient, if any, and also to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS) 

 
For more information, please contact : 
Alex Adam, PharmD, MPH  
Alex.Adams@bop.idaho.gov  
Executive Director, Idaho State Board of Pharmacy 

Important Legislative Update 

From our partner American Cancer Society’s HPV VACS: 

Share your experience with IM Injection! 
Take part in the BSU Intramuscular Survey—
only a few minutes of your time! 
Faculty from Boise State University and colleagues are collecting 
information on intramuscular injections. The purpose of the this survey is 
to examine health care personnel’s injection technique and knowledge of 
intramuscular (IM) injections related to Body Mass Index (BMI) and 
weight. We request health care personnel who administer IM injections 
to complete this survey. 
https://boisestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1IckJ261IFLFKId 

Recognize and celebrate your colleagues! 

2016 Idaho Immunization Program Rate Awards 
and Immunization Champions announced 

The Immunization Champion Award is an annual award given by the Idaho 

Immunization Program to recognize individuals or teams that go above and 

beyond to promote childhood immunizations in their communities. 

http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/

InformationforHealthcareProviders/RateAwardsImmunizationChampions/tabid/2701/

Default.aspx 

CDC Vaccine Schedules App IOS and Android! Great for 
sharing with patients! 
Features 

 Color coding coordinates with printed schedules 

 Hyperlinked vaccine name opens as a pop-up with dose specifics 

 Catch-up schedule for children shows minimum dosing intervals 

 Related vaccine resources and websites are included 

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-app.html 

Keep up-to-date with HPV knowledge: find 
the best answers to common questions from 
the Immunization Action Coalition 
How common is human papillomavirus (HPV) infection?  

How serious is disease caused by HPV?  

Is there a treatment for HPV infection?  

Some parents resist HPV vaccination of their 11- and 12-year-olds because 
they are not sexually active. How should I counter this position?  

http://www.immunize.org/askexperts/experts_hpv.asp 

60 Minutes: Duke University clinical trial using re-engineered 
polio virus to cure brain cancer in patients 

While it is still an experimental therapy, using the polio virus as cancer therapy could be 

a great alternative to chemotherapy, which can be very harsh on the human body. The 

specific cancer treated in this case is glioblastoma, which has poor prognosis. Read 

more about how the research came about and clinical trial were approved by FDA (hint: 

through vigorous research and safety studies). Find out more online via 60 Minutes. 

https://iris.dhw.idaho.gov/IRIS/portalHeader.do
mailto:Alex.Adams@bop.idaho.gov
https://boisestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1IckJ261IFLFKId
https://boisestate.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1IckJ261IFLFKId
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/InformationforHealthcareProviders/RateAwardsImmunizationChampions/tabid/2701/Default.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-app.html
http://www.immunize.org/askexperts/experts_hpv.asp
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/polio-cancer-treatment-duke-university-60-minutes-scott-pelley/
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/awardees/vaccine-management/price-list/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/hcp/schedule-app.html
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/IdahoImmunizationProgram/InformationforHealthcareProviders/RateAwardsImmunizationChampions/tabid/2701/Default.aspx
http://www.immunize.org/askexperts/experts_hpv.asp

